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'P R E F A C E* 

TO 

An ESSAY on MILTON's Usj and 
Imitation of the M o d s r n s in his 
PARADISE LOST. 

# ■ 

[ RritpubUfhcd in the Year MDCCL- ] 



TT is now more than half a century fince the Para- 
piss Lost having broke through the clouds with 
which the unpopularity of the author, for a time, 
obfcured it, has attrafted the general admiration of 
mankind i who have endeavoured to compenfate the 
crrour of their firft negleft, by lavifli praifes and bound- 
lefs veneration. There feems to. have arifcn a conteft, 
among men of genius and literature, who (hould moft 

«* ♦ It IS to be hoped, nay, it is expeBed^ that the elegant an4 
•* nervous writer, whofe judicious fentiments, and inimitable ftile ' 
•* points out the author of Lauder\ Preface and Poftfcript, wilhn© 
"^^ longer allow one to plume himfdf nuith his feathers^ who appears ' 
^ fo little to have deferved his affiftance; an affiflance which! am 
** perfuaded would never h^ve been communicated, had there becn^ 
** the Icaft fttfpdon of thofe fefts which I have been the inftru- 
*' inent.of conveying to the world in thefc fheet8/'---ili///»»v/«^x- 
cated/rom the charge of plagtarifm hiwght againfi him hy Mr.' Lauder^ 
mmi Lauder kimfe^comnSled^f feveral forgeries and gr^s impofii^ns o?t 
t^pmblicL By John Douglas, AC J. KeSor 4f Eaton Qmjifmtine, 
Salop, 8vo* 17SI9 P* 77* 

Vol. VIIL B advance 
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2 AN ESSAY ON 

advance its honour, or beft dlftingui(h its beauties. 
Some have revifcd editions, others have publifhed 
commtiltaiies, and all have endeavoured to make 
their particular fhidies, in (bme degree, fubfervient to 
this general emulation. 

Among the inquiries to which this ardour of criticifin 
has Atttufaliy ghreii oceafiort, tioM b more obfcure in 
itfel^ or nidifc Wdt-thy of rational ctlrfofty, than a • 
retrofpcftion of the progtefe df thk mighty genius, 
in the'conftruftion of his work ; a view of the*fabrick 
gradually rifwag^ perhaps (rotA fm^l bttginnrngs, till its 
foundation refts in the centre, and its turrets fparkle in 
the ikies ; to trace back the ftrudurc, through all its 
varieties, to the fimplicity of its firft plan ; to find what 
wasfiift pi^©jca:ed,.whe!l€c the fcfitsme Iras fttkw, ho\f 
it was improved J by vrhat affift^ce it wis txetfutetf, and 
from what ftoces the materials wetfe coite6ted,vrhether 
its founder dug them ftom thequatrie^j erf" nature, or 
dcmoliftied other buildings to ctnbellilh hfe owft. 

This inquiry has beett, indeed, not ^oUy neglefted, 
nor, perhaps, profecutfcd witJi the care and diSgfence 
that it deferves. Several criticks hafve c^ete*theiir con- 
jcdures ; but none have much endeavoured to enforce 
drafcertain them. *Mr. Voltaire tells us, without 
proof, that the firft bint of Paradise Lost was takea 
from a farce called Ad amo, written by a player ; -f D»v 
JPearce, that it was derived from all Italian t^s^^edy, 

• Efiay uptm the CiVJl Wat» of Fmnce^ and srtfo upon the Epick 
Poetry of the European Na^n^ from Homer down to Miiton, 
8^^. ij%7, p. loj. B* 

f Prefece to a Reyicw of the Te:lt of the Tvi^clve Books <rf 
MUtOQ's Paradife liOft, in whh:h tile chief of Dr. Bemle/s fimeit^ 
dationtatrecbnfidered, 8¥o. 1733. £• 

8 caVed 
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MILTOT^'S I^'ARADrSfe LOST. -3 

a^dt£ pARADi^PfiRSo ; and *Mii. pEck^ that h 
#as bdrttw*^ fteth A wild rdmancei Any df thcfe 
tdhji^iiiW m^f poflSWybe tnife, but, as they ftand 
^Choet fuffitient proof, it thtift be granted, iikewife^ 
Ihat thef may all poflibly be ftlfe ; at leaft they cannot 
^delude Jlhy otheF opilikni, which without argument 
has the fame claim to credit, and may perhaps bfe 
flhewh, by #e!ifflefs e>Hdenc€, to be better founded. 
' It i* ifek*^ by iieady and uncontroverted tradition, 
Hiat the Par ADI6E Lost was at firft aTRAOED y, and 
fbe^^GW,' JttioBgft ti^difes, the firft hint is properly 
to bfe fdu^t» In amdnufcript, puWiflied from-MiL- 
fd^s o*fl ha^, ameng a great number of fubjefts 
ft#trtlgfedy, h Adam UN^ARAmsED, of Adam iM 
ExiLg; arid this, therefbre, may be juflly fuppofcd 
fh^ cftbl^o df this great poem. As it is obfervable, 
tfeaf ^I th(^ ful^ea^ had been treated by others, the 
mariufoF^e tJfei bfe -fuppofed nothing more, than a 
memorial or catalogue of plays, which, for fome rea- 
fon, the writer thoaight worthy of his attention. When, 
therefore, I had obferved, that Adam in Exile was 
ftamdd attiongft them, I doubted not but, in finding the 
brigifiil of tiiat tragedy, I Ihould difclofe the genuine 
fource of Paradise Lost. Nor was my expedtation 
dife^poittt?dd ; for, having pitocured the ADAMtJi ExtrL 
of QjtQ¥i*Si I foi^ftd, or imagined myftlf to find, the 
firft draught, the prima stamin^ of this wonderful 

HaVingthustfac^d the original of this work, I 
Was natttfally induced to continue my fearch to the 
COLLATERAL RELATIONS, which it might be fuppofed 

• New Memoirs of Mr» John Milton. By Francis Peck, 410, 
^740. p. 5a. E. 

62 to 
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AN ESSAY, &(!• 



to havc<oi\ttaScd, in its pro^ef$ to MATint 1 1 1 : anrf 
havii^ ^t l^aft^ pcrfuadcdti^y own judgment that the 
fe^h has not been intirely ineflTeduaU I now lay the 
rcfult of my labours before the publick 5 with full coa- 
vi&ion, that in queftions of this kind, the world can- 
not be MISTAKEN, at lead cannot loqg continue in 
xrrour* 

I cannot avoid acknowledging the cANPOirR of the 
author of that excellent monthly book; the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, in giving admiffion to the fpecii- 
mens in favour of this argument j and his iMpARTir 
.AUTY in as freely inferting the feveral anfwers. I 
(hall here fubjoin fome extracts from the xviith vo- 
lume of this work, which I think fuitable ;to my pur* 
pofe. To which I have added, in ord^r to oby'^te 
every petence for cavil, a list of the aythors quoted 
in the following Essay, with their refpeftivc bates^ 
in comparifon with the i?atb of Parapise Lost. 

POSTS C R I P T^ 

'Yy'HEN this Effay was almoft finilhed, the fplen- 
did Edition of Paradise Lost, fo long pro- 
mifed by the reverend Dr. N^wton^ fell ifito my hands 1 
of which I had, however, (o little ufe, that as it would 
be injuftice to cenfure, it would be flattery to com-. 
mend it : and I fliould have totally forborn the meor. 
tion of a book that I have not read, had not one* 
paflage, at the conclufion of the life of Milton, 
excited in me too much pity aiid indignation to }^ 
fuppreffed in filence. , . . .. / 

" Deborah, Milton's youngeft daughter,'* fays 
the Editor, " was married to Mr. Abraham Clarke, 

*• a weaver. 
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POSTSCRIPT. s' 

** a wearer, in Spitalfields, and died In Augird' 172 7^ 
** in the ybth yea^'of Tier age. She had ten chii: 
«* dren." Elizabeth, the youngeft, was married to Mr; 
""Thomas Fofter, a weaver, in Spitalfields, and had 
** fevcn children, who are all dead; and fhe herfelf 
** is aged abouy^xty, znd weak and /«/fm. She 
" feeraeth to be 2^ good ^lain Jenftble woman, and has 
" confirmed fcverai particulars related" above, and 
** informed me of fo.ne others, which (he had often 
'* heard from her mother." Thefe the'doit'or enui 
merates, and then adds, « In all probability Mil- 
« ton's whole family will be extindV with her, and he 
** can live only in his writings. And fuch is the caprice 
<* of fortune, this grand-daughter of a man, who will 
** be an everlafting glory to the nation, has now for 
« fonie y§ars, with her hufband, kept a little chand^ 
« ler's or grocer's (hop, for their fubfiftence, lately , 
** at the lower Hollo way, in the road between High- 
f gate and London, and at prefeqt in Cock-lane, 
••* iiot far from Shoreditch church." 

That this relation is true cannot be queftioned': 
but, fyi-ely, the hpnbur of letters, the dignity of fa- 
cred poetry, thefpirit of the EngliOiqation, and the 
glory of human natore^^ require— thaf- it (liould be 
true no longer.—Ii^ an age, in which ftatues are 
ereded to the honour of this great writer, in .which 
bis effigy h^s been difFufed on medals, and his work 
propagated by tranflatiqns, and illuftrated by com- 
mentaries ; in an age, which amidft all its vices, and 
^1 its follies, has not become infamous for vvant of 
charity : it may be, furely, allowed to hope, that the 
living remains of MiLxoiir will be no longer fuffered 
to languilh in diftrefs. It is ye(; in th? power of a 

^ 3 great 
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6 POSTSCRIPT- 

ereat people, to reward the po^t vbc^e lume thof 
poafty and from their alliaoce to wbqfe geniui, tb^ 
claim fome kind of fuperiority to every other n^tio^ 
pf the earth i that poet, whofe works may poflihly bt 
ycad when every other monument of Brkilh greatneft 
ihall be obliterated ; to reward him — nqt with pidvuree^ 
or wi(h medals, which, if he fees, be f^es wit;h con# 
tempt, but— with tokens of gratitude, which ^?,per^ 
Jiaps, mjiy even now confider as not ^unworthy th^ 
. yegard of an immortal fpirit. And furely, to thqit^ 
who refufe their names to no other fcheme of e^cpf |K)f^ 
jt ^ill not be unwelcome, that a subscriptjom k 
propofed, for relieving, in the Ungour of ?igc, the 
pains of difeafc, and the contempt of poverty, the 
^rand-daughter of the aytl;ior of Paradi^ Lq^t. 
Nor can it be queftioned, that if I, who h?ive been 
inarked out as the Zoilus of Miltoiii, thin^ this 
regard due to bis pofteritj^ the defign will be warm^ ~ 
feconded by thofe, whofe lives have been employed, 
in difcovering his exeelkacies, and extending his repu* 
Jation. 

Subfcriptions 

tov the Relief of 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fosteh, 

CJrand-daughter to John Milton, 

are taken in by 

Mr. Dodfley, in Pall-Mall j 

Meflrs. Cox and Collings, under the Royal Exchange j 
^r. Cave, at St- John's Gate, Clerk^well j and 
Meflrs. Payne ?ui4 Bcxuquet, in Paterrnofter-Row, 
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A 

LETTER 

rp THJB 

Reverend Mb. DOUGLAS, 

pCCAtlONBD 

By Us y iMBiCATioN of MILTON. 

To which are fubjoincdt 

§it9fml curious onginal Lsttbm from tho ApUyxs pf the Uiri* 
rg%shi.HxsTO%r, Mc Aihsworth, Mr.MAcj:Apatir,&c« 

• B/ WILLIAW i;iAUDER, A.M- 



Qum pemnt peccajg fffne efi hmocms. SbkICA* 

T^itgiMfimmjuum^ qviUnjactt hfiity habit. OrfD. 

— — • PratuU Qem^iam 
Jttm Rtgm. M . n ■■ . ^ Gro^ii Adunw ExuL 



firfi f«^i\^ initw Yjar m N8(C|4.. 
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OF this pamphlet Mr. Lauder gives the following accounts 
** An ingenious gentleman (for whofe amazing abilities I had con- 
** ceived the higheft veneration, and in whofe candour and friend- 
*' Ihip I rcpofed the mod impjicit and unlimited confidence) ad- 
** vifcd me to make an unreferved difdofure of all the lines I had 
** interpolated againft Milton, w^ this view, chiefly, that no 
** future criticks might ever have an opportunity of vahiing them- 
** felves upon fmall difcoveries of a few lines, which would ferve to 
** revive my error, and keep the cqntroverfy eternally alive. 

*' With this expedient I then chearfully complied, when that 
** gentleman wrote fof me the letter that was publilhed in my 
^ name to Mr. Douglas, in which he' committed one error that 
** proved fetal to me, and at the fame time injurious to the publick. 
«* For, in place of ackowlcdging that fiich and fuch particular 
•*paflages only were interpolated, he gave up the whole Eflay 
** againft Milton as delufion and mifreprefentation, and thereby 
•* impofed more grievoufly on the publick than I had done, and 
•* that too in terms much more fubmilTive and abjeft than the na- 
** ture of the offence required. 

** Though this letter, in many refpeAs, contained not my fen- 
^ tinpients, as plainly appears from the" contradidory Poltfcript 
•* fubjoined to.it: yet fuch was my infatuation at that time, and 
** implicit confidence Jn my friend, that I fuffdred it to be printed 
** in my name, though I was previoufly informed by one of the 
** greatefl men of the age of its hurtful tendency, which I have 
«* fince fully experienced to my coft. 

** That the gentleman meant to ferve me, and was really of * 
** opinion that the method he prop^fed might probably prove ef-. 
*• fedhial for refcuing me fi-om the odium of the publick, and in 
** fome meafure reftoring my charafter to the honour i^ had loft, 
*M was then difppfed to believe. His repeated a6ls of friendfliip 
**■ to me on former occafions in conjunction with a rtputation uni- 
** verfally eftabli(hed for candour and integrity, left me little 
** room to doubt it : though it is certainly a mod prepofterous 
«* method for a criminal, in order to obtain pardon for one a6l of 
«^* felony, to CQufeis himfelf guilty of a thoufand. However, I 
*• cannot but condemn myfelf for placing fo implicit a confidence 
•' in the judgment of any man, hpw great or good foevcr, as to 
«' fuffer his miftakes to be given to the publick as my opinion." 
King Charles vin^aated /rem tht charge tf piagtart/m, brought againfi 
him hy Milton^ and Milton himfdf confoi^ed ef- for gay and a gr^s im^^ 
f^tion m the public^ 8vo. 1754* p. 3* B. 
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TO THE 



Reverend Mr. DOUGLAS, 



SIR, 
/^ A N D O U R and tendcrnefs are in any rclatioa, 
^^ and on all occafions, eminently amiable ; but when 
they are found in an adverfary, and found fo preva* 
Jent as to over -power that zeal which his caufe ex* 
cites, and that heat which naturally increafes in the 
profecution of argument, and which may be in a great 
meafure juftified by the love of truth, they certainly 
appear with particular advantages ; and it is impof* 
fible not to envy thofe \yho poffefs the friendfliip of 
him, whom it is even fome degree of gopd fortune 
to have known as an enemy» 

I will not fo far diffemble my weakncfs, or my/ault, 
as not to confefs that my wifti was to have pafled un- 
(Setefteci j but fince it has be^n my fortune to fail in 
my orignal defign, to have the fuppofititious paffages 
which I have inferted in my quotations made known 
to the world, and the (hade which began to gather. 
im the iplendour of Milton totally difperfed, I can* 
not but count it an alleviation of my pain, that I have 
been defeated by a man who knows how to ufe advan«> 
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10 . A LETTER TO THE 

tages with fo much moderation, and can enjoy the ho- 
jxQWc of .com^cyft ^i t ho iAt jthi^ iti i fr^C t^cf of tdmnfdu 

It was one of the maxims of the Spartans, not to 
prefs upon a flying army, and therefore their enemies 
were always ready to quit the field, becaufe they knew 
the danger was only in oppofing. The civility with 
which you- have thought proper to treat me, when you 
had iacQpteftaWeiuperioipity, ha$ inclined m^ to make 
your viftory complete, without. any further ftruggle, 
and not only publickly to acknowledge the truth of 
the charge which you have hitherto advanced, but to 
confefs, without the leaft diflimulation, fubterftjjge, or 
concealment, every other interpolation I have made in 
|Ik)& amthorS) wbich you have not yet had oppertmiity 
t^ examine. 

- On the iincerity anjj ^iHi(fttiaKty of this confeffion, 
lam wftling to depend for all the future regard of 
aacMikind, and caoinot but indulge fome hopes, that 
they whom my ofence has alienated from me, may 
by ^is inftance of ingenuity and repentance, be pro- 
piti|*ed and feconcilcri. Wiatever be the events I 
fimtl at leaft ha^e ^one ^1 that can be done in repa- 
ration of my former injuries to Miitoriy to truth, and 
to mankind, and entreat that thofe who (hall continue 
implacable, will examine their own hearts, whether they 
have not committed equal crimes witliout equ^ proof? 
of forrow, or equal afts of atonement*. , 
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REVEREND MR. DOUGLAS, it 

Passages interpolated in Mas E in vs. 

The word pand^emonium in the marginal notes of 
Bo(* I. Eflay, pag^ lo. 

CiTATiOK VI. Effay, page 38% 

Adnuit ipfa dolo, malumque (heu ! longa dokndi 
Materies ! & trifte nefas !) vefana momordit 
Tanti ignara mali. Mora nulla, folutus Avernns 
Exfpuit infandas acies ; fraftumque remugit 
Divulfa comps^e folum. Nabathsea receptum 
Regna dedere fonum, Pharioque in littore Nercus 
Territus erubuit : fimul adgemuere dolentes 
Hcfperiae valles, Libyaeque calentis arenas 
Exarfere procul. Stupefafta Lycaonis ur(a 
Cenftitit, & pavido riguit glacialis in axe : 
Omnis cardinibus fubmotus inhorruit orbis ; 
Ange& hoc eficitmty cosleflia ju£a fecuii. 

Citation VII. Effay, page 41. 

Ilia qiudem fugiens, fparfi^ per terga capilUs, 
Ora rigat lacrimis, & coelum queftibus implet : 
Talia voce rogans. Magni Deus arbiter orbis ! 
Qui rerum momenta tenes, folufque futuri 
Praefcius, elapfique memor : quern terra potentem 
Jmperio, codique tremunt ; quern ditc fuperbus 
Hosrefcit Phlegethon, pavidoque furore veretur : 
En ! Styge crudeli premimur. Laxantur hiatus 
Tartarei, dirufque folo dominatur Averaus, 
Infer ni^ canes populamur cmSla creata^ 
IJt manes violant fuperos : difcrimina rerum 

Suflulit 
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Suftulit Antitheus, divumque oppreflit honorjwn. 
Refpice Sarcotheam : rilmis, heu ! decepta momordit 
Jfnfauftas ^epulasj, nofque pmnes prodidit bofti. 

CiTATioK VIII. Effiy, page 42, the whole paffagc. 

Quadrupedi pugnal qua(h'Upes^ volipcrique '^qlucris j 
Et pifcis. cum pijce ferox hofiilibus ami^ 
Pr^lia Java gerit : jam prijlina pabula fpernunt^ 
yam iondere piget viridantes gramme campos ; 
Alterum & a/terius vivunt animalia letho : , . 
Prifca nee in gentem humanam reverentia diirat ^ • 
Sedfugiunt^ vel Ji Jieterant fera bella minantiir 
Fronie truci^ torvofque oculos jaculantur in illam^ 

Citation IX. Effay, page 43, - 

Vatihus antiquis numerantur lumine cajjisy 

Tirefias, Phineus^ Thamyrifque, & magnus Homems. 

The above pafFage (lands thus in Mafenius^ rn ont 
line. - 

Tirefias coecus, Thamyrifque, & Daphnis, Homerus, ^ 

N. B. The verfe now cited is in 'M^^Z/w's Poems^ 
but not in the Sarcotis. 

Citation X. EfTay, page 46. 

In medio, turnias inter provcftus ovantes - 

Cernitur Antitheus, reliquis hie altior unus 

Eminet, & circum vulgus defpedat inane : 

Frons nebulis obfcura latet, torvumque furorenx 

Diffimulat, fidse teftus velaniine noftis : 

:• 6 Perjimilk. 
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Ptrfimilis tuj^^ pracelfs^ aut mn$ibu$ altis - ' ] 

Jntiquf aaro^ nudau frondis hmort^ \2 

Paflages interpolated in Grotius. 

* Citation I. Effay, page ^5. 

Sacn toriaatis hoftis, exful pat rise - ■ ■ 
Coeleftis adfuni ; tartari triftem fpecum 
Fugiens, & atram noftis jeterna? plagam. 
Hac fpe, quod unum maximum fugio malum^ 
Superos.vi^ebo, Fallor ? an certe meo ^ 

Concufla tellus tota trepidat pondere ? 
Quid dico f Tellus ? Onus & pedibus tremit. 

Citation II. Eflaj% page 58, the whole paflagc. 

Nam^mejudicey 
Regnare dignum efi ambit u^ etji in Tartaro ; . 
Alto praejfe Tartaro Jiquidem juvat^ ' * ^ /^ 

Ctelis quam in ipjis fervi obire tnunia. . 

C I T ATioN IV. Effay, page 6 1 , the whole paffage. 

Innominata quaque nominibus fuis^ 
Libet voctire propriis vocabulis. 

Citation V, Effay, page 6^. 

Terreflris orbis reftor ! & princeps freti I . , 

Ctisli foUqut Jgbolesj^ ^ttherium genus I . . 

Adame ! dextram liceat ampledti tuam 1 

CiTAf ION VI. Effay, ibii^ 

Quod illud animal, tramite obliquo means. 
Ad me volutum flexUi ferpit via ? 

Sibila 

% 
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Sibila retorquet orh {ctofotn caput « 

Trifidamque lingudm vibrat : oCuIi ardent duo, 
Carbuncidorum luce certantes rubrd. 

Citation VII. Eflay, page 65^ the whole pafiage. 
Natade^i aique komine fats ! 



Regina mundi ! eademqm Merit fu iiffda t 
CunSlis colenda I ' ■ 

Citation VIIL Eflay, page 66, the i^ok poflagisu . 

Rati^is etemm ^fknmo paritds exigit^ 
Ego bruta jttando be/fia evqfi\/oquens i 
Ex hominey qua/is ante^ te fieri Beam. 

CiTATioi* IX. Eflay, ibid. 

Per fanda thalami facra, per jus nominjs 
Quodcutnque noftri : five me natam vocas^ 
Ex te creatam ; five communi patre 
Ortam, fororem ; five potius conjugem : 
Cajfarn; oro^ dulci luminis jubare tui 
Ne me relinquas : nunc tuo auxilio eft opUs. 
Cum verfa fors eft. Unicum lapfje mihi 
Firmamen, unam fpem gravi adflidse umio, 
Te mihi referva, dum licet : mortalium 
Ne tota foboles pereat unius nece : ' 
S^ibi nam reliSa^ quo pet am ? aut ovum exigam ? 

Citation X. Eflay, page 67, the whole paflage# 

^u namtpic/oH numini contrarius^ 
Minus es nocivus } aft ego nocentior^ 

(Adeoque 



Digitized by 



Google 



(Adeaque mifera maps, <f»ippe fH^l^dmei 
Origoque fielks $?, krida f9kif& mahf) 
Deumque Ufifctktt:, teqnCy vir ! Ji$mitm 

CiT4!Tioii XL Efiay, pagp 68, the whole paflagik 

(luod comedo, p>t9^,gignOy ditis fuhjatn. 

Interpolation in RaikfAy. 

CitATioif VI. Eflay, plage «8» 

O judex ! nova wife fecic^ iftopinaque tttt« j 

Me ttiacufe^ tufpes, nudaeque in corpwe fyid^ 

Et emckiit dtiris exercit^ peftora ptaenis : 

Me fcrus hormr agit. Mihi noa veraantia pftcfo^ 

Kon vitrei fonces, corii tton aufear tettt]p4a^ 

Jlec font gmta mihi fub utroque jacentia (ok : 

Jtiditis ora Dei lie teitent, tancinat a^rum 

Sic peftus mihi rtoxa. O fi ttrt abrumpert vitttflv 

Et idtrtur ptenam quovis evadefe letho ! 

Ipfa parent utinam mihi telfu^ ima dehifcat ! 

Ad piceas tradarque umbras, atque infera regna ! * 

PaHentes timiras EreM, noSlmqne prd/nndam t 

Montibus autprcmar injedis, coeHqiie rain&l 

Ante tuos vult as, tua quam flammantiaque or* 

Sufpitiam, caput objedtem & coeleftibus armis ! 

Interp'olafions^ia Staphorjiius. 

Citation III. Eftay, page 104. 

Foedufs in humanis fragili quod fandius aevo ! 
Firmius & melius, quod magnificentius, Uc quam 
Conjugiiy fponii fponfacque jugalia facra ! 

. " Aufpice 
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Aufpice tCyJupm dimfitbcuba Ie£lu ' ^' 

Dira libido homin^m tota de gente rcptflfaeft r j 

Ac tantum gregihs pecudum rations carentum 
Imperaty i£ fine lege tori furihundavagatwr. 
Aufpice te^ quamjura probaHtj re5lumque^ piumquif 
Filius at que pater ^ fraterque innotuit-, £s? quot 
Fincula vicini fociarunt fanguinisy a te 
Nominibus didicire fuam diftinguere gentem. 

Citation VI. Effay, page 109, 

Coelefles animae ! iublbnia templa tenentes, 
Laudilpus adcumulate deum fupex omnia magnum !•-' 
Tu quoque nunc animi vis tota ac maxuma xioffai 1 
Totqi tui.in Domini grates diffolvcre laudcs ! 
Aurord r edentate novd^ redeuntibus umbris. 
Immenfum ! auguftum ! verum ! infcrutabilenumen I 
Summe Deus ! fobolefque Dei ! conforfquc duorum, 
Spirjtus ! aternas retines, bone redor ! habcnas. 
Per mare, per terras, coelofque, atquc unus Jehova 
Exiftens, x:clebrabo tuas, memorique fonabo 
Organico plc<5kro laudes. Tc peftore amabo, 
Te primumy fcf medium^ ^ Jummumy fed fine carententf 
O miris'mirande modis! tcr maxime rerum! 
CoUuftrat terras dum luminc Titan Eoo ! 

Interpolation in Fox. Effay, page 116. 

Tu Pfychephonc 
Hypocrifis efto, hoc fub Francifci pallio. 
Tu Thanate, Martyromaftix f e & nomine fies. 
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Altered thus, 

Tu Pfychcphone ! 
Hypocrifis efto ; hoc fub Francifci pallio, 
Qmiutb teaifefe credunt emori. 

Interpolation in Quintianus. Eflay, page 1 1 7t 

Mic. Cur hue procaci veneris curfu refer ? 

Manere fi quis in fua poteft domo, 

Habitare numquam curet alienas domos. 
Lnc. Quis non, relifta Tartan nigri domo, 

Veniret ? lilic fumma4t;nebrarum lues, 

Ubi pedor ingens redolet extremum fitum. 

Hie autem amoena regna, & dulcis quies ; 

Ubi ferenu8 ridet aeternum dies. 

Mutare facile* eft pondus immenfum levi, 

Summos dohres maximifque gaudiis. 

Interpolation in Bezd. Eflay, page 119. 

Stygemque teflor, & profunda TartarJ, 

Nifi impediret livor, & queis profequor 

Odia fupremum numen, atque hominum genus, 

Pietate motus hinc patris, & hinc filii, 

Poffem parenti condolere & filio, 

^uaji exuijfem omnem malitiam ex peRore. 

Interpolation in Fletcher. Eflay, page 1 24. 

Nee tanien aeternos obliti (abfifte timere) 
Umquam animos, feflique ingentes poninius iras, 

* Vor facile, the word volupe was fubftituted in the Eflay, 

Vol. VIII. C Nee 
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Nee fas ; non 0c dcficimus, ncc talia tecum 

Geffimus, in coelos olim tua figiu fecuti, 

JEft hie, eft vit^ k magni coQtemptor Qlympi, 

Quique oblatam animus lucis nunc refpu^t nulaoi, 

Et don^iti tantum placeat cui regia cceli. 

Nc dubit^ numquam fractis H?bc peftora, numquam 

Deficient animis ; prius ille ingentia codi 

Atria, defertofcfue sterna^ lucis alumnos 

Peftituens, j^rebum admigret noftemque profundanit 

£t Stygiis mutet radiantia lumina flammis^ 

In promptu. faujfa efi : fuperejl mviSa votuntas^ 

fmmortalc odiuniy vittdi^^ i^/eva cupUOf 

InterpoJatuMis i» tubman, Eflay, p^e 132, 

Tune, ait, imperio reg^rc omnia folus » ct una 
' Filius ifte tuus, qui fe tibi fubjicit ultro, 
Ac genibiis nfjinor ad toiraca profternit, flf offert 
Nefcio quos toties animi fervilis honores ? 
Et tamen aeterni proles atema Jehovse 
Audit ab atherca luteaquc puopagine mundi^ 
(ScUicfi hunc natum dixifii cnnBa regentem ; 
Coslitibus regem amllis, Jomimmque fupremum) 
Huic ego fim fupplex ? ego ? quo prseftantior alter 
Non agit in fuperis* Mihi jus dabit ille, fuum qui 
Pat caput alterius fub jus & vinci^la legum ? 
Semidciis reget ifte polos ? reget avia terras,? 
Me preffum levior^ manu fortuna tenebit ? 
fit cQgar sternum dupHci fervire tyranno ? 
Haud |ta. Tu folus non poUes fortibus aufis. 
J^Qi^ e^o fie f ecidi^ nee fie mea fata pirefnu^tur, 

' • Ut 
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Vt nequeam idevai^ caipot, coUoque fbperbum 
Excutere impcrium. Mihi fi irica dextra favetwt, 
Audeo tottus mihi jus prooiittere moodi. 

E^y, p^ 152. 

TArom dominatiomSj principatmy virtutes^ poteftates^ 
is faid to be a line borrowed by Milton from the 
title-p^ of Hey wood's Hierarchy of Angels. But 
tbefe are more words itiHeywood^s title 5 and, accord- 
ing to his own arrangement of his fubjeds, they 
fliouW be read thus. — Seraphim^ cherubim^ thronii potef- 
talis y ange/i, archangetij princtpatus^ domtnationes* 

Thcfe are my interpolations, minutely traced with- 
out any arts of evafion* Whether from the paflages 
that yet remain, any reader will be convinced of my 
general affertion, and alldw, that Milton had recourfc 
for afEflance to any of the authors whofe names I have 
mentioned, I ftxall not now be very diligent to enquire, 
ioT I had no partipukr pkafure in fubverting thie re« 
putation of Milton^ which I had myfelf once endea-' 
voured to exalt * ; and of which, the foundation had 
always remained untouched by me, had not my cteditf 

and 

•^'Virortfm raaximus— Joanne* Miltovus^— Poeta celeber« 
rimus— -non Anglis modo, foti natalis, verum generis huttiani or- 
namentum— cujus eximius liber, Anglipanis verfibits confcriptus, 
▼uigo Paradisus AAfxssusy iminonaUs iUtid mgenil mcmumen* 
torn, cum ipfa fere seternitate perennatiariim dl op«it4-^ujus me- 
moriam Anglorum primus, poft tantum, proh dolor! ab tanii 
exceffu poetae intervallum, fiatua elegamti in loc* tdebanriAio, 
Coenobio Weftmonafterienfi, pofit», regftin, i«iii€ipttm, antiftldr 

C 2 tomn 
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and my intereft been blafted,or thought to beblafted,by 
the (hade which it caft from its boundlefs elevation. 

About ten years ago,.I.publifl2e(i an edition of Dr, 
JohnJion^% tranflation of the PfalmSy and having pro- 
cured from the. general aflenibly of the church of 
Scotland^ a recommendation of its ufe to the Io\ve|i 
dafles of grammar-fchools, into which I had begun 
to introduce it, though not without much controverfy 
and oppofition ; I thought it likely that I (hould, by 
annual publications, improve my little fortune, and be 
enabled to fopport rnyfelf in freedom from the miferies 
of indigence. ' But Mr; Pope^ in his malevolence to 
Mr. BehfoHy who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
fondnefs for the fame verfion, deftroyed all my hopes 
by a diftich, in which he places Johnfton in a contemp- 
tuous cpmp'^rtfon with the author oi Pt^radtje Loji \. 
" ' . \ From 

tiim, illuflriumque . Angliae virprum caemeterio, vir ornatiffimus, 
Gulielmus Benfon profecutws eft. 

** Poet arum Scotorum Mufa Sacra in prof atione^ E^nh, 1739. 

* ' A cliai-aSer, as high and honourable as ever was beftowfid lipon 
him b}! the jnracift f?pguiji^e of his ^admirers! and as this was my coql 
and finccre, opinion of that wonderful man formerly, fo I declare 
it to be the fkme ftill,.and ever .will be, notwithftanding all ap- 
pearances' 'to 'the contfary," oocafioned ilnerely by paflion and it^ 
fenttnent ; which appear, however, by the Poftfcript to the Eflay, 
to be fo far from extending to the poflerity of Milton^ that I re- 
comme'hd'^liis tjnly remaining defcendant, in the wafmcft terms. 
%o the public^ . - . 

+ Qti^ wo unequal crutches prop,'d he ? came, 
. MuTON.'s on this, on that <jw Johnston's name, 
. I I , .. pur^ciad. . Book IV, 

• A^^vJ This man endeavoured to raife himfelf to fame, by. 
lycftiijg^pgijiUiients, (Irjking (coins, apd procuring traj^flations of 
,» : ' " c Milton; 
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. From this time, all my praifes of Johnfton became 
ridiculous, and I was cenfured with great freedom, for 
forcing upon the fchools, an author whom Mr.. Pope 
had mentioned only as a foil to a better poet. . On 
this occafion, it was natural not to be pleafed, and 
my refentment feeking to difcharge itfelf fome where, 
was unhappily direfted againd Milton. I refolved to 
attack his fame, and found fome paflages in curfory 
reading, which gave me hopes of ftigmatifing him as 
a plagiary. The farther I carried my fearch, the more 
eager I grew for the difcovery, and the more my hy- 
pothefis was oppofed, the more I was heated with rage. 
•The confequence of my blind paflion, I need not re- 
late ; it has, by your detedion, become apparent to 
mankind. Nor do I mention this provocation as 
adequate to the fury which I have fliown, but. as a 
caufe of anger, lefs ftiameful and reproachful than* 
firaftious malice, perfonal envy, or national jealoufy. 

ITilton\ and afterwards by a great paffion for AitJmr Johnfton^ a 
^«/j phyfician's veriion of the pfalms, of which he priiittd many 
fine editions. Notes on the Dunciad. 

No fewer than fix different editions of that ufeful and valuable 
book, two in quarto, two in o<!!tavo, and two in a lefler form, now 
lie like lumber in the hand of Mr. Vaillant^ bookfeller, the efFc£ts of 
Mr. Pope'^ ill-natured criticifm. 

One of thefe editions in quarto, illuftrated with an interpreta- 
tion and notes, after the manner of the claflic authors in ufum Del- 
phiniy was by the worthy editor, anno 1741, infcribed to his Royal 
Highnefs Prince George, as a proper book for his inftru^tion in 
principles of piety, as well as knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
when he (hould arrive at due maturity of age. To reftore this 
book to credit was the caufe that induced me to engage in this dif- 
agreeable controverfy, rather than any defign to depreciate the juft 
reputation of Milton* 

C 3 But 
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But for tbe violatioh of truth, I offer no cxcufe, be* 
caufe I wdl know, that nothing can excufe it. Nor 
-will I aggravate my crime, by difingenuous pallia- 
tions. I confefe it, I repent it, and refolvc, that my 
firft offence (hall be my laft. More I cannot per- 
£3rm, and more therefore cannot be required. I in- 
treat the pardon of all men, whom I hare by any 
means induced to fupport, to countenance, or pa«* 
troniie my frauds, of which I think myfelf obliged to 
£eclaie, that not one of my friends was confcious. I 
hope to deierve, by better ccxidud: and more ufeful 
imdertakings, that patronage which I have obtained 
irom the mod iUuftrious and venerable names by m^- 
orepreientation and delufion, and to appear hereafter 
in fuch a chara&er, as (ball give you no rea(bn to 
-r^et that your name is frequently mentioned with 
that of. 

Reverend Sir, 

Pec. ao, ij^o. Your mofi hwnble fervanty 

WILLIAM LAUDER; 
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REVIEW 

OF A 

FREE ENQ^UIRY 

1 NTO THI 

NATURE AND ORIGIN OF EVIL. 



^Y^ H I S is a treatife confiding of Six Letters upon 
. a very difficult and important queftion, which 

I am afraid this author's endeavours will not free from 
the perplexity which has intangled the fpeculatifts of 
. all ages, and which muft always continue while we fee 
but in part. He calls it i Free Enquiry^ and indeed his 
freedom is, I think, greater than his modefly. Though 
he is far from the contemptible arrogance, or the im- 
pious licentioufnefs of BoUnghroke^ yet he decides 
too e^ly upon queftions out of the reach ^ human 
determination, with too little confideration of mortal 
weaknefiij^and with too much vivacity for the neceflaiy 
caution. 

. In the firft letter on Evil in general^ he obferves, 
that, " it is the folution of this important queftion, 
** whence came Evil^ alone, that can afcertain the 
" moral charafteriftick of God, without which there 
^^ is an end of all diftinftion between Good and 
" Evil." Yet he begins this Enquiry by this de- 
elaration: ** That there is a Supreme Being, in- 

C 4 * ** finitely 
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" finitely powerful, wife, and benevolent, the great 
" Creator and Preferver of all things, is a truth fo 
** clearly c^emonftrated, that it fhall be here taken 
" for granted." What is this but to fay, that we 
have already reafon to grant the exiftence of thofe 
attributes of God, which the prefent Enquiry is 
defigned to prove? The prefent Enquiry is then 
furely made to no purpofe. The attributes, to the 
demonftration of which the folution of this great 
queftion is neceflary, have been demonftrated with- 
out any folution, or by means of the folution of 
fome former writer. 

He rejeds the Manichean fyftem, but imputes to 
it an abfurdity, from which, amidft alt its abfurdi- 
ties, it feems to be free, and adopts the (yftem of 
Mr. Pope.^ " That pain is no evil, if aflerted with 
** regard to the individuals who fuffer it, is down- 
" right nonfenfe ; but if confidered as it afFedts the 
" univerfal fyftcm, is an undoubted truth, and 
" means only that there is no more pain in it than 
" what is neceflary to the produftion of happinefs. 
" How many foever; of thefe evils then force them- 
" felves into the creation, fo long as the good pre- 
. " ponderates, it is a work well worthy of infinite 
** wifdom and benevolence; and, notwithftanding 
" the imperfeftions of its parts, the whole is moft 
*^ undoubtedly perfeft." And in the formi^r part 
of the Letter he gives the principle of his fyftem in 
thefe words : " Omnipotence cannot work contra- 
** didtions, it can only effeft all poflible things* 
" But fo little are we acquainted with the whole 
" fyftem of nature, that we know not what arc 
** poflible, and what are not : but if we may judge 
"^ ** from 
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•^ from'tiiat conftant mixture of pain with pleafure, and 
** inconveniency with advant^e, which wc muft ob- 
" ferve in every thing round us, we have reafon to 
** conclude, that to endue created beings with pcrfec- 
" tion, that is, to produce Good exclufive of Evil, 
^^ is one of thofe impoflibilities which even infinite 
^* power cannot accomplifli." 

This is elegant and acute, but will by no means 
calm difcontent, or filence curiofity ; for whether Evil 
can be wholly feparated from Good or not, it is plaia 
that they may be mixed in various degrees, and as far 
as hunian eyes can judge, the degree of Evil might have 
been lefs withoilt any impediment to Good. 

The fecond Letter on tie evils of imperfediotty is 
little more than a paraphrafe of Pope^s Epiftles, or 
yet lefs than a paraphrafe, a mere tran/lation of 
poetry into profc. This is furely to attack diffi- 
culty with very difproportionate abilities, to cut the 
Gordian knot ' with very blunt inftruments. Whea 
we arc told of the infufficiency of former folutions, 
why is one of the lateft, which no man can have 
forgotten, given us again? I am told, that this 
pamphlet is not the effort of hunger: what can 
it be then* but the produft of vanity? and yet how 
can vanity be gratified by plagiarifm or tranfcrip- 
tion ? When this fpeculatift finds himfelf prompted * 
to aiiother performance, let hin^ confider whether 
he is about to difburthen his mind, or employ his 
fingers ; and if 1 might venture to offer him a fub- 
je6l, I fhould wilh that he would folve this queftion. 
Why he that has nothing to write, Ihould defire to 
be a writer ? 

Yet 



Digitized by 



Google 



4« REVIEW OF A 

Yet is not this Letter without fome fentiments, 
which, though not new, arc of great importance, 
and may be read with pleafurc in the thouCandth 
ipepctition. 

** Whatever we enjoy is purely a free gift from ou^ 
•* Creator ; but that we enjoy no more, can never 
^ fure be deemed an injury, or a juft reafon to quef- 
•* tion his infinite t)encvolence. All our happincfs is 
•• owing to his goodnefs ; but that it is no greater, 
•• is owing only to ourfelves ; that is, to our not 
•* having any inherent right to any happinefs, or 
. •* even to any exiftence at alL This is no more to 
•* be imputed to God, than the wants of a be^ar to 
^ the perfon who has relieved him : that he had 
^* fomething, was owing to his benefedor ; but that he 
•* had no more, only to his own original poverty." 

Thus far he fpeaks what every man muft approve, 
and what evtry wife man has faid before him. He 
then gives us the fyftem of fubordination, not invented, 
for it was known I think to the Arabian metaphyfi- 
cians, but adopted by Pope ; and from him borrowed 
by the diligent rcfearches of this great invefli* 
gator. 

** No fyftem can poffibly be formed, even in 
*• imagination, without a fubordination of parts. 
^ Every animal body muft have different members 
** fubfervient to each other ; every pifture muft be 
•* compofed of various colours, and of light and 
^* (bade ; all harmony muft be formed of trebles, 
•* tenors, and bafTes ; every beautiful and ufeful edi- 
** fice muft confift of higher and lower, more and 
" lefs magnificent apartments. This is in the very 
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Digitized by 



Google 



FREE ENQUIRY, ice. tf 

f^ e&MX of al) citated thmg^ and thcic£bre canaot 
f* fac prevented by any means wJbatever, unlefs by not 
f^ creating th^n U all/' 

Thefc inftanccs are ufed ioftead of P0pe^s Oak and 
IFeeds, or Jupiter and hw SuttUii^s j but ndtber P^pe^ 
nor this writer, have mxich contributed to fdve the 
difficulty. Peifeaioa or imperfeaion (rf unconfcigus ^ 
bcmgs has no meaning as referred to themfelves ; the 
bsfs and the tr^le are cquaUy pcrfed ; the mean and 
magnificent apartments foel no plcafurc or pain fiom 
the comparifon. p0pe might iift; the we^^ why it was 
Ififs than the oak^ but the weed would never aflc the 
queftiw for itfelf. The hafs aiwi tr^k differ only to 
Ihe hearer, racanncfs and magnificence only to the 
iahabitaat. Thew is no Evil but muft inhere in a 
conTdious bemg, or be refuted to it; that is. Evil 
mull he fdt before it is Evil. Yet even on this 
fubfei^ ttaany queflions mi^t be c^ered which human 
tmderftanding has not yet anfwered, and which the 
prcfent hafte of this extraft will not fuffer me to 
dilate. 

Hp proceeds to a humble detail ofPopeh opinion: 
** The univerfe is a fyftem whofe very effencc confifts 
** in fubordination ; a feak of beings defcciKiing by 
** infeafihfc degrees from infinite perfedion to abfo- 
^* Jute nothing; in which, though we may juftly 
*• expeft to find perfedion in the whole, could we 
** poffibly comprehend it ; yet would it be the higheft 
*< abfurdity to hope for it in all its parts, becaufe the 
*• beauty and happinefs of the whole depend altoge- 
" ther on the juft inferiority of its- parts, that is, on 
.** the comparative imperfections of the feveral beings 
" of which it is compofed/* 

^ It 
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" It would have been no more an inftance of God'i 
V wifdom to have created no beings but of the highcft 
*' and moft perfcft order, than it would be of a 
*' painter's art to cover his whole piece with one 
^ fingle colour, the moft beautiful he could compofe. 
•* Had he-confined himfelf to fuch, nothing could 
** have exifted but demi^gods, or arch-angels, and 
•* then all inferior orders muft have been void and 
*' uninhabited : but as it is lurely more agreeable to 
" infinite Benevolence, that all thefe (hould be filled 
" up with beings capable of enjoying happinefs them- 
*• felves, and contributing to that of others, they muft 
*' neceffarily be filled with inferior beings, that is, 
** \Rrkh luch as are lefs perfed, but from whofe 
•^ exiftence, notwithftanding that lefs perfection, 
" more felicity upon the whole accrues to the uni- 
" verfe, than if no fuch had been created. It is 
" moreover highly probable, that there is fuch a 
** connexion between aU ranks and orders by fubor- 
*' dinate d^ees, that they mutually fupport each 
" other's exiftence, and every one in its place, is ab- 
f* iblutely ncceffary towards fuftaining the whole vaft 
** and magnificent fabrick* 

^* Our pretences for complaint could be of this 
** only, that we are not fo high in the fcale of ex- 
** iftence as our ignorant ambition may defire; a 
" pretence which muft eternally fubfift ; becaufe, 
** were we ever fo much higher, there would be ftiH 
.** room for infinite power to exalt us; and fince no 
** link in *tbe chain can be broke, the fame reafon 
" for difquiet muft remain to thofc who fucceed to 
" that chafm, which muft be occafioned by our pre- 

" ferment. 
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'^ ferment. A man can have no reafon to repine that 
** he is not an angel; nor a horfe that he is not a 
** man ; much lef?, that in th^ir feveral ftations they 
** poffefs not the faculties of another; for this would 
*^ be an infufferable misfortune." 

This dodrine of the regular fubordipation of beings, 
the fcale of exiftence, and the chain of nature, I have 
often confidered, but always Ipft the enquiry in doubt 
md uncertainty. 

That every being not infinite, compared with infinity, 
muft be imperfed, is evident to intuition ; that what- 
ever is imperfed niuft have a certain line which it 
cannot paib, is equally certain. But th^ reafon whicli 
determined this limit, and for which fuch being wa5 
fu^ered to advance thus far and no farther, we fhali 
never be able to difcern. Our difcoverers tell us^ 
the Creator has made beings of all orders, and that 
therefore one of them muft be fuch as man. But this 
fyftem feems to be ej[labli{hed on a conceffion, which, 
if it be refufed, cannot be extorted. 

Every reafon which can be brought to prove, that 
ther^ are beings of every poffible fort, will prove that 
^ere is the greateft number poffible of every fort of 
beings ; but this with refped to man we know, if we 
tnow any thing, not to be true. 

It does not appear even ' to the imagination, that 
of three orders of being, the firft and the third receive 
any advantage from the imperfedion of the fecond, 
or that mdeed they may noj: equally exift, though the 
fecond had never been, or Ihould ceafe to be, and 
why Ihould that be concluded neceflary, which cannot 
^c proved ^ven to be ufeful ? 

The 
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Tfce fcale of exiftcnce from infinity to nx^thmg, 
' cannot poffibly have being. ' The higKeft being not 
infinite muft be, as has been often obferved, at an 
infinity cKftance below infinity. Cheyncy who, wit;h the 
defire inherent in mathematicians to reduce tfvery thing 
to mathematical images, confiders all exiftence as a 
€0nej allows that the bafis is at an infinite dfiftance from 
the body. And in this diftance between finite and in- 
finite, there will be room for ever for an infinite fefies 
of indefinable exillence. 

IBtetwcen theloweft pofitive exiftence and nothing, 
i»herever we fuppofe pofitive exrftence to ceafe, \i 
another chafm infinitely deep ; where there is room 
j^aan hi endlefs orders of fubordinate nature, conti- 
nued for ever and for ever, atid yet infinitely fijpcrior 
to non-exiftence. 

To thefe meditations humanity is unccfuaf. Bat yet 
we may aflc, not of omr Maker, but of each other, finctf 
on the one fide creation, wherever it ftops, mufir ftop in- 
finitely below infinity, and on the other infinitely above 
nothing, what neecfltty there h that it flioufd proceed 
fo far either way that beings fa Wgh or fo low fliould 
ever have exrfted l We may alk j but I believe nd 
created wifdom can give an adequate anfwer. 

Nor is this all. In the fcale, wherever it begins or 
ends, are infinite vacuities. At whatever diftance 
we fuppofe the next order of beings to be abovef 
man, there is room for an intermediate order of 
beings between them ; and if f^r one order, then 
for infinite orders ; fince every thing that admits of 
tnore or lefs, and confequently all the parts of that 
which admits them, may be infinitely divided. So, 
I that. 
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that, as far as we can judge, there may be room in the 
vacuity between any two ileps of the fcale, or between 
any two points of the cone of being, for infinite exer^ 
tiai (rf infinite power. 

Thus it appears how little reafon thofe who rcpote 
their reafon upon the fcale of being have to triumph 
over thenj who recur to any other expedient of fdu- 
tion, and what difficulties arile on every fide to repre& 
the rebellions of prefumptuous decifion. Qui pauca 
fonfidtraU facile primunciaS. In our paflage through 
the boundle(s ocean of difqutfition we often take fogs 
for land, and after having long toiled to approach them, 
^nd, inftead of repofe and harbours, new ilorms of ob* 
je&ion, and fluduations of vmcertainty. 

We arc next entertained with Pope^s jJleviations of 
thofe evib which we arc doomed to fuffer. 

** Poverty, or the wMit of riches, is generally cora^ 
^ penfatttd by havuig more hopes, and fewer fears, 
^ by a greater (hare of health, and a more exqui- 
^ fite reUih of the finallefl: ei^oyments, than thofe 
" who poflefs them are ufually bleflEcd with* The_ 
^ wasife of tafte and genius, with all the pleafures that 
*^ arife from theni, are commonly recompenfed by 9 
^ more ufeful kind of commcxa fenfe, together with a 
♦« wonderful delist, as well as fuccefs, in the bufjr 
^ purfuits of a feranabling world* The fufFcrings of 
*' the fick arc greatly relieved by many trifling gra^ 
** tifications imperceptible to others, and fometimes 
^^ almoft repaid by the inconceivable tranfports occa^ 
♦* fioned by the return of h^Ith and vigour. Folly 
♦* cannot be very grievous, becaufe impercq)tible^ 
^ an4 1 doqbt not but there is fome truth in that rant 
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** of a fliad poet, that there is a pleafure in being 
" mad, which none but madmen know, ignorance, 
** or the want of knowledge-, and literature, the 
*^ appointed lot of all born to poverty, and the 
** drudgeries of life, is the only opiate capable of in- 
" fufing that infenfibility which can enable them to 
" endure the miferies of the one and the fatigues of 
" the other. It is a cordial adminiftered by the gra- 
** cious hand of Providence ^ of which they ought 
" never to be deprived by an ill-judged and impro- 
*' per education. It is the bafis of all fubordination, 
^ the fupport of fociety, and the privilege of indi- 
" .viduals : and. I have ever thought it a moft lie- 
** markable inftance of the divine wifdom, that 
*^ whereas in all animals, whofe individuals rife little 
" above the reft of their fpecies, knowledge is in*- 
** ftinftive; in man, whofe individuals are fo widely 
" different, it is acquired by education ^ by which 
^* means the prince and the labourer, the philofopher 
" and the peafant, are in fome meafure fitted for their 
^* refpedivc fituations." 

Much of thefe pofitions is perhaps true, and the 
whole paragraph might well pafs without cenfure, 
were not objcdipns neceffary to the eftablilhment 
of knowledge. Poverty is very gently paraphrafed 
by want of riches. In that fenfe almoft every man 
may in his own opinion be poor. But there is an- 
other poverty, which is want of competence^ of all that 
can foften the miferies of life, of all that can diver- 
fify attention, or delight imagination. There is yet 
another poverty, which is want of necejfariesy a fpe- 
cic^ of poverty which no care of the publick, no 

charity 
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openly, and many fecretly. 

'That hoiie and fear are ihfeparably or veiy fre- 
quently conneiSted with poverty, and riches, my fur- 
v&ys of Hfe have not informed me. The milder de- 
grees of povetty are fometimes fupported by hope, biA 
the more fevere often fink down in mbtionlefs de- 
fpondencd. Life mtift be feen before it can be 
known. This author and Pope perhaps never faw 
the miferies which they imagine thus eafy to be borne« 
The poor indeed dre infenfible of many little vexa- 
tions which fometimes embitter the pofleffiohs and 
poiliite the erijoynlehts of the rich. They are not^ 
pained by cafual incivility, or mortified by the niu- 
tUatiph of a complitft6nt; but this happinefs is like 
that of a malefaft'of J v(rho ceafes to feel the cords that 
bind him when the pincers aird tearing his flefh. 

That want of tafte for one enjoyment is fupplied by' 
the pJeafures of fome other, may be fairly allowed.' 
Biut the compenfations of ficjknefs I have never found' 
near to equivalence, and the trahfports of recovery only 
prove the intenfenefs of th6 pain. 

With folly no man is willing to confefs himfelf verj^ 
intiihately afcquainted, and therefore its pains and? 
jJljiariires are kept fecref . But what the author {ays 
of hs happinefs feems applicable only to fatuity, or 
^ofs diihiefs; for that inferiority of uhderftandin^ 
whicK makes one man without any other reafon the 
flave, or tool, or prof^fty of a^ofhfer, which makes^ 
fiiih Ibnietimfes ufelefs, aind fometiines ridiculous, is 
often felt with very quick (erifibility. OA the hap^ 
pinels -of niadtrien, i,i thd cafe is hot very frequent, 
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it is not necefl&ry to raifc a difquifition, but I cannot 
forbear to obfcrvc, that I never yet knew diforders of 
mind increafc felicity : every madman is either arro- 
gant and irafcible, or gloomy and fufpicious, or pof- 
fefled by fome pafTion or notion deftruftive to his 
quiet. He has always difcontent in his look, and ma- 
lignity in his bofom. And, if he had the power of 
choice, he would foon repent who (hould refign his 
reafon to fecure his peace. 

Concerning the portion of ignorance ncceflary to 
make the condition of the lower claffes of mankind 
fafe to the publick and tolerable to themfelves, both ' 
morals and policy exact a nicer enquiry than will be 
very foon or very eafily made. There is undoubt^. 
cdly a degree of knowledge which will direft a man 
to refer all to Providence, and to acquiefce in th(^ 
condition with which omnifcicnt Goodnefs has deter-, 
mined to allot him ; to confider this world as a phan- 
tom that muft foon glide from before his eyes, and 
the diftreffes and vexations that encompafs him, as duft 
fcattered in his path, as a blaft that chills him for a 
moment, and pafles off for ever. 

,Such wifdom, ariiing from the comparifon of a 
.part with the whole of our exiftence, thofe that 
want it moft cannot poltibly obtain from philofophy ; 
^ nor unlefs the method of education, and th^ ge- 
neral tenor of life are changed, will very eafily re- 
ceive it frotn religion. The bulk of mankind is not^ 
likely to be very wife or very good : and I )cnpw nqt. 
whether there are not many ftates of life, in which all 
knowledge, kfs than the higheft wifdom, will produce 
difcontent and danger. I believe it may be fometimes, 
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found, that a little learning is to a poor man a dangerous 
tking. But fuch is the condition of humanity, that 
we eafily fee, or quickly feel the wrong, but cannot 
always diftinguifli the right. Whatever knowledge is 
fupeffluous, in irremediable poverty, is hurtful, but 
the difficulty is to determine when poverty is irre- 
,mediable, and at what point fuperfluity begins. Grofs 
Ignorance every man has found equally dangerous 
with perverted knowledge. Men left wholly to their 
appetites and their inftinfts, with little fenfe of moral* 
or religious obligation, and with very faint diftinftions 
of right and wrong, can never be fefely employed, or 
confidently trufted : they can be honeft only by obfti- 
ijacy, and diligent only by compulfion or caprice* 
Some inftrudioh, therefore, is neceflary, and much* 
perhaps may be dangerous. 

Though it (hould be granted that thofe who are 
born to poverty and drudgery Ihould not be deprived 
by an improper education of th^ opiate of ignorance i 
even this conceffion will not be of nuich ufe to direft 
our pradice, unlefs it be determined who arc thofe. 
that are born to poverty. To entail irreverfible po-^ 
yerty upon generation after generation, only be- 
caufe the anceftor happened to be poor, is in itfeif 
cruel, if not unjuft, and is wholly contrary to the 
jnaxims of a commercial nation, which always fup- 
pofe and promote a rotation of property, and offer 
every individual a chance of mending his condition 
by his diligence. Thofe who communicate literature 
to the fon of a poor man, confider iiiin as one not 
born to poverty, but to the ncccffity of deriving % 
better Iprtune from him&If. Ia this- attempt, as 
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ill dSitrty Thiny faiil, ahd many fiicceed. Thbfe tftti 
fsBl vfriB fed l!hei> itlifery more atutely > buf fincc po- 
verty is now cojfifcffcd to be fuch a calamity as cannot 
bfe fedrn* \(rithaut the opiate of infenfibility, I hope the 
happiHefs of thofe ^^fhm education envies to efcapc 
frotti if, if(ay tiatn the balance againft f h^ eniacerbatioa 
idiich the olh^ri fuifcr. ' 

I atft il*ays dfiraid of determining 6h the fide of 
eii'vf df ^i*ud[t)^. The privileges of education may 
fdmctitnes be iitiprbpcrl]^ beftow^d, but I (hall al- 
ways fear to wkh-hold them leff 1 fhouW be yield*- 
irig td the ftiggcftioriS of pride, whil6 1 perfuddcJ 
ifiyl^f that f aiis follcrtriifg the maxims df policy j^^ 
and under tfic *ppikrkrici of falutary rfcftraifttsi 
fIfoffKf 1)6 indtd^ng the Itrft of dbminion, and that 
malevolence which deNghti in feebg Mhers ^£« 

Fd^ ISodttiAt 1* at M eilhiHted ih t comp»N:- 
rlM, li^hicK, lil^* other prdofe df the falfte kind, ii 
iMttt Adapted to dfelight the fancy th^ti Convince 
tnti^ It^fbH. 

' ^ lt%l t&e tKiivirfir feJembteS S ki^ ^d 1«dl^re- 
*^ ^&ted fateily, in whifeh ill the officers and fervafitsi 
^ anti tveti iht dohieftick ^irtialsv «re febfervient to 
^ h(A other iH k fitopet fubOrflinatiCffit : e^ch eiljoys 
"^ ^t j[5rlvrle^ ahd perifulfifees p«:ttli» to hi^ ptace; 
^^ arid if tKc fettid tihle C5ntrfbute§ by that juft fub- 
•^ brail^tidh to the thdjgril&eii^ tM kappincfe o# 

- Hf^ hi%iiHhx^c^bri fibttfe ^ If tife Of iilddbr« 
4\yri^ tb Si iiiaflWf, aiid ftte«lm« to thi^dbmef• 
i^kt:* Bi^ tlte ofifcaifibitft^ oC th4 tfiiveife add^ 
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fR3(lihing to the Supreme Reing ; for any part of its in- 
4ial?kanls with which human knowledge is aoquainted» 
«n univerfe much lefs fpacious or fplendid would liave 
been fufficient ; and of happinefs it doies not ofxpcax 
thzt any is communicated .from the beings of a lower 
«rorld to tho& of a higher* 

The Enquiry liter the caufe druuttral EvH is con- 
tinued in the third Letter, in which, as in the £x*mer» 
there is mixture of borrowed truth, and native folIy» 
of fome notions juft and trite, with others uncommoh 
and ridiculous. 

His opinion of the value and impoita^ice of bap* 
pioefs is certainly juft, and I &all infert it, not that it 
will give any information to any reader, but it majr 
kxjft to 0aew how the moft comn}<m notion may be 
fwelled in found, and diffufed in bulk, till it (hall per* 
l^ps aftoniQi the author him&lf. 

*'>Happinrfs is the only thing erf real •value in tK* 
** iftence ; neither riches, nor power, nor wifdom, nor 
^ learning, jnor ftrength, nor beauty, nor virtue, nor 
** religion, npr even life itfelf, being of any ^mportajice, 
^ bvt as they contrUsut^ to its produdlion. All theft 
^ at^ in theoi&lves neither gopd nor ev^il: happinef^ 
^* ialofte h their great end, and they are dcfirable only 
*.* as they tend to propiole it." 

SuQcefs produces confidence. Afi^ this diicovery 
«f the value of happinefs, he proceeds, without any 
di&ruft of himself, to tell us what has been hid f£(mx 
all former enquirers* 

" The true folution of this important queftion, (a 
^ Jong and fo vmnly feiwr^bfd for by the ^ilcrfophers 
f iof all agesiindaU £9unt£i^*^I lake to be at l^ft no 
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/* mbrethah this, that thcfc real evils proceed from 
*' the fame fourcc as thofe imaginary ones of impcr- 
*^ fedtion, before treated of, namely, from that luh? 
•^ ordination, without which no created fyftem can 
•* fubfift ; all fubordination implying imperfcAion, all 
** imperfedion Evil, and all Evil fome kind of incon- 
" venicncy or fuiFering: fo that there muft be parti- 
" cular incoiivenienciesand bufferings annexed to every 
*' particular rank of created beings by the circum- 
** fiances of things, and their modes of exiftence. 

" God indeed might have made us quite other 
** creatures, and placed us in a world quite differently 
** conftitutpd ', but then we had been no longer men^ 
^* and whatever beings had occupied our ftatiops jn the 
" univerfal fyftem, they muft have been liable to the 
** fame inconveniences."- 

In all this there is nodiing that can filence the eq* 
quiries of curiofity, or calm the perturbations of 
doubt. Whether fubordination implies imperfedion 
may be difputed. The m^ans refpeding themfelves 
may be as perfeft as the end. The weed as a weed 
is ho lefs perfeft than the oak as an oak. That /w- 
ferfe^ipn implies Evilj and Evil fifferingy is by no 
means evident. Imperfedtiop may imply privative 
Evil, or the abfence of fome good, but this priva- 
tion produces no fuffering, but by the help of know- 
ledge. An iqfant at the breaft is yet ah imperfe<5b 
man, but there is no reafon for belief that he is un- 
liappy by his immaturity, unlefs fome pofitive pain be 
fuperadded. 

When this author prefumes to fpeak of the tnji- 
verfe, I would advife him a little to diftruft his owh 

faculties. 
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fanlltiei, however large and comprehenfive. Many 
words eafily underftockl on common occafion, become 
uncertain and figurative when applied to the works of 
Omnipotence. Subordination in human affairs is 
well underftood ; but When it is attributed to the uni- 
verlkl fyftem, its meanTng grows lefs certain, like the 
petty diftindlions of locality, which are of good ufc 
upon our own globe, but have no meaning with re- 
gard to infinite fpace, in which nothing i^higk or low. 

That if man, by exaltation to a higher nature, 
were exempted from the evils which he now fuffen, 
fome other being mud fufFer them ; that if man 
were not man, fome other being muft be man, is a 
pofition arifing from his eftablifhed notion of the 
fcale of being. A nption to which Pate has given 
fome importance by adopting it, and of which I 
have therefore endeavoured to (hew the? uncertainty 
and inconfiftency. This fcale of being J h^ve de* 
monftrated to be raifed by prefumptuoi^s Machina- 
tion, to reft on nothing at th« bottom, to lean on 
nothing at the top, and to have Vacuities ffoip ftep 
to ftep through which any order of being may fink 
into nihility without any inconvenience^ f§ far as we 
can judge, to the next jank abjove or below it. 
We are therefore little enlightened by d^ ^|iter who 
tells us, that any being in the ftate pf man muft 
fuffer what man fuffers^ when th^ only queftion that 
requires to be refolved is^ Why ^ny being i$ in thii 
ftate ? 

Of poverty and labour he gives juft and elegant 

reprefentations, which yet do not remove the dilE- 

tulty of the firft and fundamental queftion^ though 
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fuppafinp; tkc prcfent ftate of juan n^cefl&ry, they may 
flipply fogie niptives to content, 

** Poverty is what all could not pofiibly have beei^ 
*^ ^3Kettipted from, not only by reafon of the fluftuat- 
** ing nature of human poffeffions, but becaufe the 
*' world could |iot fubfift without it ; for had all beeigi 
*-* riph, none could have fubmitted to the coranjand^ 
** of another, ©r the neceilary drudgeries of life ^ 
*• tijence all governments muft have been diflblved, 
*' arts neglefted, and lands uncultivated, and foan 
** univerfal penury have overwhelmed all, inftead of 
" no\y a;id jhen pinjching a few. Hen.ce, by the by, 
** appears the great excellence of charity, by whicl> 
** men are enabled by a particular diftributioh of the 
** bleflings^nd enjoymen,ts of life, on proper poqifions, 
** to prevent that poyerty which by a general on^ 
*' Omnijpotence itfelf could never have prevented : fp 
** that^ by infordng this duty, God as it were de- 
** mands oyx affiftance to promote univerfal happir 
" nefs, and to (hut o]ut mifery.at every door, where }^ 
** flriyes to intrude itfelf. 

" Labour, ii^cieed, God mi^ht eafi^ Ija)^ e^- 
<* cufed us frpm, fince 3^ his CQmm^4 the e^rtlj 
^^ would re^id^y b^ve poured forth all her treffyr^f 
^* without our inconiiderable affiftance : but if the 
*? feyereft labour cannot iiifficieatly fubdue thp mar 
^' lignity of human natur^, what plots and machi- 
^* Qatioj^s, >yix^t wars, rapine, afid devailajtipri, ^ijvha^ 
** profligacy and licentioufnefs, muft have been thq 
** cpnfecju^ce^ of umvefial idlenefe ! fo tlmt labpur 
^ ought only to b|e loc^^ upqn as a taik. kindly 
^« impofe^ xg)(j|i i}f Jt>y 91^1: ip^j^ep^ tCceator, pe- 

" ceflary 
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*5 ccfl&ry to preferve our health, our lafety, aod quf 
** innocence." 

I am afraid that the latter end nf its commoawea/ti 
forgets the heginning. If God cmld eafily have excujed 
us from labour^ I do not comprehend why h^ cotfid not 
pojfibly have exempted all from poverty. For poyerty, 
in its eafier and more tolerable degree, is little more 
than neceffity of labour i and in its more fevere and 
deplorable ftate, little more than inability for labour. 
To be poor is to work for others, or to want the 
fuccour of others without work. And the fame exu- 
berant fertility which would make work unneceflary, 
might make poyerty impoffible. 

$mdy a man who feems not conapletely matter of 
his own opinion, fhould have fpoken more cautioufly 
9f Omnipotence, nor have pr/^fumed to fay what it 
Qqj^d perform, or wh^ it could pnevent. I am ia 
dpubt whether thofe who ftand higheft in th^ fc^le of 
ieiug fpea^e thus confidently of the difpe;ifjition$ of thpir 
J^laker: ; 

For fools T^ftk in* where angeb fear to tread. 

Of our inquietudes of mind his account is ftill ^{5 
reafonable. " AVhilft men are injured, they muil be 
" inflamed with anger -, and whilft they fee crueltips^ 
^ they muft be melted with pity ; whilft they perceive 
** danger, they muft be fenfible of fear." This is to 
give a reafon for all Evil, by fhewing that one Evil 
produces another. If there is danger there ought tp 
be fear ; but if fear x% an Evil, why (hould there b? 
danger ? His vindication of pain is of the fame kind : 
pain is ufeful to ajaon us, that we may fl^un greatcj: 

evils. 
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cvik, but thofc greater evils nrnft be prefuppofed, that 
the fitnefs of pain may appear. 

Treating on death, he has expreffcd the known and 
true doftrine with fprightlincfs of fancy, and neatnefs of 
diftion. I (hall therefore infert it. There are truths 
which, as they arc always neceffary, do not grow ftale 
by repetition. 

" Death, the laft and moft dreadful of all Evils, is 
** fo far from being one, that it is the infallible cure for 
^* all others. 

To die, is landing on fome filent fliorc, 

Where billows never beat, nor tempefts roar. 

Ere well wc feel the friendly ftroke, 'tis o'er. Garth. 

** For; abftradted from the ficknefs and fufferings 
*^ ufually attending it, it is no more than the er- 
** piration of that term of life God was pleafcd to 
•* beftow on us, without any claim or merit on our 
«* part. But was it an Evil ever fo great, it could 
** not be remedied but by one much greater, which 
** is by •living for ever; by which means our wick* 
" edriefs, unreftrained by the profpeft of a future 
** ftate, would grow fo infupportable, our fufferings 
** fo intolerable by perfeverance, and pur pleafures 
*• fo tirefome by repetition, that no being in the. 
*' univerfe could be fo completely miferable as a 
" fpecies of immortal men. We have no reafon, 
^* therefore, to look upon death as an Evil, or tq 
" fear it as a punifhment, even without any fuppo- 
♦* fition of a future life : but if we confider it as a 
** paffage to a more perfeft ftate, or a remove only 
f< in an eternal fucceflion of ftill-improving ftates 
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*^ (for which we have the ftrongcft reafons) it will 
** then appear a new favour from the divine munift*- 
" ccnce ; and a man muft be as abfurd to repine at 
*' dying, as a traveller would be, who propofed to 
" himfelf a delightful tour though varbus unknown 
" countries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
** refidence at the firft dirty inn which he baits at on 
** the road. 

" The inftability of human life, or of the changes 
^* of its fuGceffive periods, of which we fo frequently 
** complain, are no more than the neceflary progrefs 
** of it to this neceflary conclufion ; and are fo far 
f* from being Evils deferving thefe complaints, that 
^ they are the fource of our grpateft pleafures, as 
** they are the fource of all novelty, from which out 
** greateft pleafures are ever derived. The con- 
^* tinual fucceflion of feafons in the human life, by 
** daily prefenting to us ne\y fcenes, render it agree* 
" able, and like thofe of the year, afford us delights 
" by their change, which the choiceft of them could 
f^ not give us by their continuance. In the fpring of 
." lift^ the gilding of the fun- Ihine, the verdure of the 
*• fields, and the variegated paintings of the fky, are 
** (p exquifite in the eyes of infants at their firft 
** looking abroad into a new world, as nothing per- 
?* haps afterwards can eqpah The heat and vigour 
^*- of the fucceeding fummer of youth ripens for us 
^* new pleafures, the blooming maid, the nightly revel, 
f* and the jovial chace : the ferene autumn of com- 
•f plete manhood feafts us with the golden harvefls 
" of our worldly purfuits : nor is the hoary winter of 
f 5 old age deftitute of its peculiar comforts and eh- 

*< joyments. 
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^< joymentSy of yA^dx the recoUe&ioii azul tds^n of 
^ thole pa& are pedbaps none of the leaft ; and at laft 
^ death opens to us a new pn^ped, frcnn whence 
'^ we fhall probably look badk, upon the diverfions 
^' and occupations oi this wodd with the faooe con*^ 
^ tempt we do now on our tops and hd3b3r-hor(b» 
^^ and with the fame furprife that they could ever fo 
** much entertain or engage us.'* 

I WjDtdd not wiUingly detra& froin the beauty c^ 
thi$ pajragcapb; and in gratitude to hkniirho has 
fo well inculc^ed luch important truths, I will ven- 
ture to admoniih him, fince the chief comfort of thi» 
p}d is the recolledion of the pail, fo to employ his 
timp and his thoqg|bts, that when the imbecility of 
gge ibaU come upon htm, he may be aUe to recreate 
its laogixors by the xemetubiance of hours (pent, not 
ifl prefumptjuojas .deijiioas, bjjt modefl: enquiries, not 
i^ dc^maticdl limitations of Omnipotence, but in 
bumWe acquiefcence and fervent adoration. Old age 
firill (hew him tbAt much of the book now before us 
has no other u(e than to perplex the Scrupulous, and 
ito ihake the weak, to encourage impious prdObm^ption, 
QX ftimul^Ue id.le curiofety. 

• JHlayIng tbujB difpatched the confideration of par^ 
ticular evils, he comes ai lafi: to a general reafon 
for which £ml may be J&id ,to be our Good. He 
is of opinion jtbat there is fome inconceivable be* 
nefit in pain abftra&edly confidered ; that pain how* 
ever ioAi&ed, or wherever &lt, communicates fame 
good to Ihe general fyftem of being, and that e\^ry 
ftmmal is fome juiray or other the better for the pain 
of cxwf oth^r J9fm^ TJm opinion he ^rries fo. 
8 far 
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fir as to foppofe thiit there piffts (briie pfincJffle of 
tliiiori thfOBgk all animial life, as attradidn is cdm- 
iminifcat^ to atU corporeal nature; aiid that the Evils 
Ihffarfcd on this globt, may by Comt incoriceivable 
meaiils contribute to the fcHcity of the inhabitants of 
tlfc rcrfioteft planet. 

Hojw the Origin of Evil is brought nearer to 
Jiuman conception by any inconceivable means, I am 
ikJt able to cfifcover. We believed that the prefent 
lyftem of creation was right, though we could not ex- 
plain the adjlptatibn df orte part to the other, or for 
the whole fucccffidn of caufes and confetjucnces. 
Where has this enquirer added to the little kno',vledgfc 
that #e had befote ? Me has told us df the benefits d£ 
Evil, which lio man feels, and rel^rtions between dif* 
t&iit pttrts of the univerfej which he cahnbt himfelf 
©DUceive. There \<ras enough in this (^eftion mcon- 
deivaWe before, and *e have little advantage from a 
new iiiconceitJfble fdlution. 

I do not mean to reproach this author for not 
iilowing what is equally Hidden frohi learning and 
ft^rtl ignomnfce. The ftiame \i to impofe w6r<Ji 
for ideis uptori otrtfelves or others. To imagine 
that we are gbing forward TVhcri we are only turning 
round. To think tKat there is any difference be* 
tWfeen hiitt t\M gives nO rcafoh, and him that gives 
K reaf<>n, which by his oWn confeffion cannot be 
cotstceived* 

But that he may not be thought to conceive 
ilbthing but things inconcieiVable, he has at laft 
thought on a way by which human fufferings may 
^oduce good eife^isi He im%ines that a$ we have 
• UPt 
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not only animals for food, but ebooie ibnSe for tvtt 
diverfion, the fame privilege may be allowed to 
fome beings above us, wia may diceive^ iormeniy or 
dejlroy us for tie ends only of their own flea jure or 
utility. This he again finds impoffible to be con- 
ceived, iut that impojjiibility lejj'ens^ not the prohabili^ 
of the conjeRure^ which by analogy is fo ftrongly cbn^ 
famed. 

I cannot refift the temptation of contemplating 
this analogy, which I think he might have carried 
further, very much to the advantage of his argument. 
He might have fliewn that thefe hunters whoje game is 
man have many fports analogous to our own. As we 
drown whelps and kittens, they amufe themfelves now 
and then with finking a (hip, and ftand round the 
fields of Blenheim or the walls oiPrague^ as we encircle 
a cock-pit. As we (hoot a bird flying, they take a^ 
man in the midft of tis bufinefs ot pleafure, and 
knock him down with an apoplexy. Some of them, 
perhaps, are virtuoli, and delight in the operations of 
an adhma, as a human philofopher in the effects of: 
the air-pump. To fwell a man with a tympany is. as 
good fport as to blow a frog. Many a merry bout 
have thefe frolick beings at the viciffi4;udes of an ague, 
and good fport it is to fee a nun tumble with an epx-» 
l^pfy, and revive and tumble again, and ^1 this be 
knows not why. As they are wifer and more power^* 
ful than we, they have more exquifite cjiverfions, 
for we have no way of procuring any fport fo brifk 
and fo laftiiig, as the paroxyfms of the gout and 
ftone, which undoubtedly muft make high mirth, 
eipecially if the play be a little diverfified wi^h the 

blunders 
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bt^oders luid puzzles of the blind and deaf* We 
know pot how far their fphere of obfervation may . 
extend. Perhaps now and then a merry being may 
place himfelf in fuch a fituatbn as to enjoy at once all 
the varieties of an epidemical difeafe, or amufe his 
leifure with the toffings and contortions of every pof- 
iible pain exhibited together. 
. One fport the merry malic^ of thefe beings has 
found means of enjoying to which we have nothing 
equal or iGmilar- They now ajid then catch a mor- 
tal proud of his parts, and flattered either by the 
fubmiflion of tbofe who court his kindnefs, or the 
notice of thofe who fuffer him to court theirs. A 
bead thus prepared for the reception of falfe opi-. 
nions, and the projection of vain defigns, they eafily 
fill with idle notions, till in time they make their 
„ plaything an author : their firfl diverfion commonly, 
begins with an ode or aii epiftle, then rifes perhaps 
to a political irony, and is at lafl: brought to its^ 
height, by a trcatife of philofophy. Then begins 
the poor animal to entangle himfelf in fophifips, 
and flounder in abfurdity, to talk confidently of the 
fcale of being, and to give^ folutions which himfelf 
confeffps knpoflible to be underftood. Sometimes^ 
however, it happens that their pleafure is without 
much mifchief. The author feels no ' pain, but 
while they are wondering at the extravagance of hisi 
opinion, and pointing him out to one another as a 
new example of human folly, he is enjoying his own^ 
applaufe, and. that of his companions, and perhaps 
is elevated with the hope ojf ftanding at the head of 
a. new fed* 
•^ Many 
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Many df ihH boofe Wtich riovir croud fli6 wotK/; 
ntoy b6 jnfUy firfpeflicd td be Written for the fake, 
of fomc intiflble order of beings; for furely they vcr6 
of nouft to any of the corporeil inhabitants of the 
wbrld. Of the prciddfl^ons of the laft bounteous 
year^ hoW mariy can be faid to ferve any puipofe of 
ufe or pleafure ? The only end of Writing is to enabte 
the readefir better tcf enjoy Hfe, or better to endure It : 
and H6ft^ i^l cither of thofe ht put more in oiir 
pbWii- By him \^ho tdls us that ^e are ptippfcts, of 
ifrhith foftie creature not rhtirfi xtiftr than ourfelves 
manages the ttrirfes. That a fet of bfeihgS ufafeen and^ 
imheard; ire HoVfcring dbout us, trying expeHmenti 
lipteii our ferifibiHty, ptittiilg u3 iii agonies to (ie our 
liiiibs quiver^ torturirig us to madbeft, that thfcJy mdy 
latrgh at oilt vagaries, fotiietimeS dbftru<iiri^ tiife bile, 
thdt thfey niay fee fiow a riian Idoks ^eh he rs y€\^ 
low; fbmetiihes bfeakirig a ttaSfelfef^s bbtitt t6 fay' 
hoW he Will gei home; ibmfeiimfi^ WdflJftg i riiait t& 
t ffeelitdn, and fdmetithei kiUifig Mfn fat f(Jr thfe 
gfteter el*gahcri of \\\i hiife. 

thi^ \t a:n dte&titit of hdt'uf3l Et^il, WhtfcH 
tWgh, like th6 kk% not qilite hfev^, h Veif tt- 
tfertainiilg, thdtigti t knbv^ not tibt^ rhiKA it m^ 
cotitribiite, to patiehcS. The ofdy xt&oti Why WSi' 
fhduld contemplate EVil is, thdt we viAf b^ it 
bettet; and I im afraid nothing \i ittuch «ft8ti? 
'iJladdly endurfed, fbt th'e Me df mikiH| (irfli&rs 
fjjort, :^ 

The firfl page^ of ^% fStti-tfe \Mti ite^ftfcfc it 
incline me both td hOfftj M WHh that I ftiSft fJn^ 
nothing to blame in the fucceeding part* H6 SUtet 

a cri- 
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a cfiterUn of acbion, on account of virtue and vice^* 
for which I have often contended, and which muft be 
embraced by all who are willing to know why they 
adt, or why they forbear to g?ve any reafon of their 
conduct to themfelves or others. 

** In order to find out the true Origin of mord 
** Evil, it will be neceflkiy, in the firft place, to 
** enquire into its nature and eflence; or what it is 
** that conftitutes one a£tio>n evil, and another good. 
** Various have been -the opinions of various au- 
•^ thors on this criterion of virtue ; and this va- 
** riety has rendered that doubtful, which muft 
•* otherwife have been f:lear ajnd manifcft to the 
<* meaneft capacity. Some indeed have denied 
** that there is any fuch thing, becaufe dififerent 
** ages and nations have entertained different fen* 
** timents concemuig it : but this is juft as jreafon- 
** able as to aflert, that there are neither fun, moon» 
*' nor ftars, becaufe aftronooiers have fupportcd dif- 
^' ferent fyftems of the motions and magnitudes of 
^' thsfe celeilial bodies* Some have placed it in 
** conformity to truth, fome to the fitnefs of things, 
*^ and others to the will of God. But all this is 
** merely foperficial : they refolve us not why truth, 
** or the fitnefs of things, are either eligible or obli- 
•* gatory, or why God (hould require us to a£t m 
** one manner rather than another.. The true reafon 
•* of whidi can poffibly be no other than this, be- 
** oaufe fome adions produce happinefs, and others 
** mifery : fo that all moral Good and Evil are no- 
^^ thing more than the production of natural. This 
'* alone it is 'that makes truth preferable to falfehood, 
^* tbhthat determines the fitnefs of thix^, and this 

yoL. VIIL E "" that 
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M that induces God to command fome adkms, and 

** forbid others. They who extol the truth, beauty, 

^ and harmony of virtue, exclufive of its confe- 

** quences, deal but in pompous nonfenfe ; and 

** they who would perfuade us, that Good and 

f' Evil are things indifferent, depending wholly on 

^^ the will of .God, do but confound the nature of 

f things, as well as all our notions of God himfelf^ 

5* by reprefcnting him capable of willing contra* 

^* diftions; that is, that we fhould be> and be 

" happy, and at the fame time that we ftiould tor* 

?* ment and deftroy each other ; for injuries cannot 

^* be made benefits, pain cannot be made pleafure, 

J^' and confequently vice cannot be made virtue by 

5^ any ' power whatever. It is the confequences., 

•" therefore, of all human aftions that muft ftamp 

-*\ their value. So far as the general praftice of any 

.** adion tends to produce good, and introduce liap^ 

^* pinefs into the w^orld> fo for we may pronounce 

^^ it virtuous ; fo much Evil as it occafions, fuch is 

/V the degree of vice it contains. 1 fay the general - 

." pra}ftice> beciaufe W9 muft always remember, in 

'** judging by this rule, to apply it only to the gc*- 

/* neral fpecies of aftions, and hot to particular 

•*' aftions; for the infinite wifdom of God, defirous 

** to fet bounds to the deftrudive confequences 

•' which muft otherwife have followed from the 

'^^ univerfal depravity of mankind, has fo wonder- 

t " fully contrived the nature of things, that our moft 

• ** vicious adions may fometiojies accidentally . and 

" collaterally produce good* Thus, fbr inftance, 

** robbery may difperfe ufelefs hoards to the benefit 

i !* of thcpublickj adultery may bring heirs and 

^* good 
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** good humour too into many families, where they 
^ would otherwife have been wanting; and mur^ 
*' der free the world from tyrants and oppreffors. 
** Luxury maintains its thoufands, and vanity its 
•* ten thoufands. Superllition and arbitrary power 
** contribute tq the grandeur of many nations, and 
tlie liberties of others arc preferved by the per- 
petual contentions of avarice, knavery, felfifli- 
nefs, and ambition ; and thus the worft of vices, 
*^ and the worft of men, are often compelled by 
" Providence to ferve the moft beneficial, purpofe^, 
" contrary to their own malevolent tendencies and 
^^ inclinations; and thus private vices become publiqfc 
benefits, by the force only of accidental circum- 
ftances. But this impeaches not the truth of, the 
criterion of virtue before mentioned, the only folid 
foundation on which any true fyftem of ethicks can 
, •* be built, the only plain, fimple, and uniform rule by 
" which we can pafs any judgment on our adions ; 
** but by this we may be enabled, hot pnly to deter- 
" mine which are Good-, and which are Evil, but al- 
*' moft mathematically to demonftrate the proportion 
•" of virtue or vice which belongs to each, by com* 
" paring them with the degrees of happinefs or mifery 
" whigh.they occafion, Bjut though the produftion 
" of happi^fs is the effence of virtue, it is by no 
" means tie end ; the great end i$ the probation qf 
•** mankind, or the giving them an opportunity of 
** exalting or degrading themfelves in another ftate 
*' by their behaviour in the prefent. And thus in- 
" deed it anfwers two moft important purpofes; 
** tbofe are the confervation* of our happinefs, and ^ 
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" the tell of our obedience ; or had not facii a teft 
*** fdenied ntceflkry to God's infinite wifdom, and 
** produftive of univerfal good, he would never have 
** permitted the happinefs of men, even in this life, to 
** have depended on fo precarious a tenure, as their 
•* mutual good behaviour to each other. For it is 
** obfervable, that he who beft knows our formation, 
** has truftcd no ond thing of importance to our rea* 
** fonor virtue : he trufts only to our appetites for the 
" fupport of the individual, and the continuance of 
" ourfpecies; to our vanity or compaffion, for our 
•' bounty to others ; and to our fears, for the preferva- 
" tion of ourfelves ; often to our vices^ for the fupport 
«* of government, and fometimes to our follies for the 
•* prtfervation of our religion. But fincie fome teft 6f 
« dur obedience was lieCeffary , nothing fuf e could have 
«^ been commanded for that end fo fit and prefer, 
« and at the feme time fo ufeful, as the pradice '6i 
«* virtue: liothing could have been fo juftly Rewarded 
**« with happinefs, as the produftion of happii^fs ih 
'« conformity to the will of God. It is thisconfofttiity 
'« alone, which adds merit to virtue, and conftitutds 
'*' the effenfial difference between morality and relJ- 
« gion. Morality obliges men to live honcftly arid 
"" foberly, becaufe fuCh behaviour is tii6ft'c5nduci^c 
.'« to publick happinefs, and confeijuently to thdt 
*' own; religion, to puffuc the fame'courfe, becaufe 
« conformable to the will of their Creator, Morality 
** induces them to embrace virtue from prudential 
'«« confiderations ; religion from thofe of grrtitude arid 
^' obedience. Morality tiieifefore, entirely 'abftfaftcfd 

« froto 
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** from religion, can have nothing meritorious in it ; 
** it being but wifdom, pradence, or good oeconomy, 
** which like health, beauty, or riches, are rather obli- 
" gations conferred upon us by God, than merits in us 
" towards him 5 for though we may be juftly puniflied 
** for injuring ourfelves, we can claim no reward for 
" felf-prefervation ; as fuicide deferves puniftiment and 
** infamy, but a man deferves no reward or honours 
** for not being guilty of it. This I take to be the 
" meaning of all thofe paflages in our Scriptures, in 
** which works are reprefented to have no merit with* 
** out faith ; that is, not without believing in hiftorical 
" fa<3:s, in creeds, and articles ; but without being 
" done in purfuance of our belief in God, and in obei^ 
" dience to his commands. And now, having men- 
" tioned Scripture, J cannot omit obferving, that the 
" Chriftian is the only religious or moral inftitution 
** in the world, that ever fet in a right light thefe two 
*^ material points, the effence and the end of virtue 
** that ever founded the one in the production of hap- 
** pinefs, that is, in univerfal benevolence, or, in their 
" language, charity to all men ; the other, in the pro- 
" bation of man, and his obediencQ to his Creator. 
" Sublime and magnificent as was the philofophy o(f 
" the ancients, all their mor^ fyftems were deficient 
" in thefe two important articles. They were all 
" built on the fandy foundations of the innate beauty 
" of virtue, pr enthufiaftick patriotifm; and their 
" great point in view was the contemptible reward of 
** human glory ; foundations which were by no means 
" ^ble to fupport the magnificent flxudures which 
^3 ^' they 
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" they created upon them ; for the beauty of virtue, 
** independent of its effedls, is unmeaning nonfenfe ; 
" patriotifm, which injures mankind in general for 
" the fake of a particular country, is but a more 
** extended felfilhncfs, and really criminal: and all 
** human glory but a mean and ridiculous delufion. 
" The whole affair then of religion and morality, 
" the fubjedt of fo many thoufand volumes, is, in 
** fliort, no more than this : the Supreme Being, in- 
** finitely good, as well as powerful, defirous to dif- 
*' fufe happinefs by all poffible means, has created 
" innumerable ranks and orders of beings, all fubfer- 
" vient to each other by proper fubordination. One 
" of thefe is occupied by man, a creature endued 
" with fuch a certain degree of knowledge, reafon, 
" and free-will, as is fuitable to his fituation, and 
** placed for a time on this globe as in a fchool of 
** probation and education. Here he has an oppor- 
** tunity given him of improving or debafing his na-. 
*' ture, in fuch a manner as to render himfelf fit for a 
** rank of higher perfeftion and happinefs, or to de- 
** grade himfelf to a flate of greater imperfeftion and 
<^ mifery ; neceffary indeed towards carrying on the 
" bufinefs of the univerfe, but very grievous and bur- 
^* thenfome to thofe individuals, who, by their own 
*^ mifconduft, are obliged to fubmit to it. The teftof 
« this his behaviour, is doing good, that is, co-operat- 
" ing with his Cneator, as far as his narrow fphere of 
" adion will permit, in the production of happinefs. 
*' And thus the happinefs and mifery of a future ftate 
^- will be the juft reward or punifhment of promoting 
>' or preventing happinefs in this. So artificially by 
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** this means is the nature of all human virtue and 
^ vic^ (pontrivpd, that their rewards and punifli- 
« ments are woven as it were in their very effence ; 
^^ their immediate cflfeds give us a foretafte of their 
** future, and their fniits in the prefent life are the 
^* proper famples oi what they muft unavoidably 
•5 produce in another. We have reafon given us to 
♦■ diftinguifh thefe confequences, and regijlate our con- 
** dua ; and, left that (hould negleft its poft, con- 
^* fci^nce alfo is appointed as an inftindtive kind of 
^* monitor, perpetually to remind us both of our in- 
*^ tereft and pur duty/- 

$ijf omnia dixijfet ! To^his account of the effence 
of vice and virtue, it is only peceffary to add, that 
thejconfequences of human ad ions being fometimes 
uncertain, and fometimes remote, it is not pofilble in 
many cafes for moft men, nor in all cafes for any 
man to determine what anions will ultimately pro* 
duce happinefs, and therefore it was proper that ^- 
velation (hould lay dowi^ a rule to be followed in- 
variably in oppofition to appearances, and in every 
change of circumftances, by which * we may be 
certain to promote the general felicity, and be fet free 
from the dangerous temptation of doin^ Evil that Good 
may come. 

Becaufe it may eafily happen, and in effed will 
happen very frequently, that our own private hap- 
pinefs may be promoted by an ad: injurious to 
others, when yet no man can be obliged by nature 
to prefer ultimately the happinefs of others to his 
own 5 therefore, to the Iriftrudions of infinite wif- 
dom it was neceffary that infinite power (houl4 add 
penal fandions. That every man to whom thofe 
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inftru6tioQS fliall be imparted may kndw that he cm 
oevcr ultimately injure himfelf by benefiting others, 
or ultimately by injurmg others benefit himfelf j but 
that however the lot of the good and bad may be 
huddled together in the feeming conftifion of our pre- 
fent ftate, tjie time (hall undoubtedly come, when the 
moft virtuous will be moft happy. 

I am forry that the rerpaining part of this Letter is 
not equal to the firft. The author has indeed en- 
gaged in a difquifition in which we need not wonder 
if he fails, in the folution of queftions on which 
philofophers have employed their abilities firom the 
earliefl times, ^ 

And found no end, in wand'ring mazes loft. 

He denies that man was created perfeSf^ becaufe 
the fyftem requires fubordination, and becaufe the 
power of lofing his perfedion, of rendering himfdf 
wtcked and miferable^ is the higkejl imperfeSiion imagit^ 
able. Befides, the r€;gular gradations of the Icale of 
being required fomewhere fuch a creature as man with 
all his infirmities about him^ and the total removal ofthofi 
would be altering his nature^ and when he became perfeS 
he mujl ceafe to be man. 

I have already fpent fome confiderations on the 
fcale of beingy of which yet 1 am obliged ta renew 
the mention whenever a new argument is made to 
reft upon it ; and I muft therefore again remark, 
that confequences cannot have greater certainty thaa 
the poftLulate from which they are drawn, and that 
no fyftem can be more hypothet;ical than this, ' and 
perhaps iio hypothefis more abfurd. 

^ He 
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Me ^?iin deceives himfclf with rcfped to the 
perfedkion with which man is held to be origtoally* 
vefted. ^iat man tame perfeEly thai is^ endued with 
all foffible perfeHion^ out of the hands of his Creator^ 
is a falfe notion^ derived from the philofophers.-^—The 
uni'-jerjal fyftem required fubordination^ and confe(piently 
eomparative imperfe£lion. That man was ever endued 
with all pojfible perfeHiony that is, with all perfcdion 
of which the idea is not contradidtory or deftrudive 
of itfelf, is undoubtedly falfe. But it can hardly 
be called a falfe notion^ becaufe no man, ever thought 
it, nor can it be derived from the philofophers \ for 
without pretending to gnefs what philoTc^liers he 
may meai^ it is very fafe to affirm, that no philo- 
Ibf^cr ever ibid it. Of thofe who now maintain 
that mm was once perfeft, who may very cafily be 
fetind, let the author enquire whether man was 
ever omnifcient, whether he was ever omnipotent^ 
whether he ever had even the lower power of arch- 
angels or angels. Their anfwers will foon inform 
biniy that the fuppofed perfection of man was not ab-^ 
fdute, but refpedive, that he was perfeft in a fenfe 
Goniifbnt enough with fubordination, perfedt, not as 
compared with different beings, but with himfelf in 
his prefent degeneracy ; not perfed, as ah angel, but 
perfed as man. 

From this perfedon, whatever it was, he thinks 
it necefTary that man (hould be debarred, becaufe 
pain b necefiary to the good of the univerfe ; and 
the pain of one order of beings extending its falu* 
tary influence to innumerable orders above and be- 
low^ it was neceflary that man fhoold fufier^ but 
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becatffe it is not fuitable to juftice that pain fliould be 
inflifted on iniKxence, it was neceffary that man (houlcj 
be criminal. . 

This is given as a fatisfaftory account of the Ori- 
ginal of moral Evil, which amounts only to this, that 
God created beings whofe guilt he foreknew, in order 
that he m^ht have proper objefts of pain, becaufe the 
pain of part is, no man knows how or why, neceffary 
to the felicity of the whole. 

The perfed:ion which man once had, may be fi> 
cafily conceived, that without any unufual ftrain of 
imagination we can figure its revival. All the duties 
to God or man that are neglefted we may fancy per-» 
formed ; all the crimes that are committe(J we may 
conceive forborn* Man will then be reftored to his 
moral perfedions, and into what head can it enter 
that by this change the univerfal fyftem would be 
lhaken,orthe condition of any order of beings altered 
far the worfe ? 

He comes in the fifth Letter to political, and in the 
fixth to religious Evils. Of political Evil, if we fup-« 
pofe the Origin of moral Evil difcovered, the account 
is by no means difficult : polity being only the con* 
dudt of immoral men in publick affairs. The Evils 
of each particular kind of government are very dearly 
and elegantly difplayed, and from their fecondary 
cauies very rationally deduced; but the firft caufe 
lies dill in its ancient obfcurity. There is in this 
Letter nothing new, nor any thing eminently inftruc-' 
tive ; one of his pradtical dedudions, that from gom 
vernment Evils cannot be eradicatedy and their excefe 
ofily can be prevented^ has been always allowed^ th^ 
queftion upon which all diffenfion arifes is, when that 
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cxcefs begins, at what j)oint men (hall ceafe to' bear, 
and attempt to remedy. 

Another of his precepts, though not new, wpll 
deferves to be tranfcribcd, becaufe it cannot be too 
frequently imprefled. 

" What has here been faid of their imperfeftions 
" and abufes, is by no means intended as a defence 
*' of them : every wife man ought to redrefs them 
^ ** to the utmoft of his power ; which can be efFefted 
" by one method only ; that isj by a reformation of 
** manners : for as all political Evils derive their on- 
^* ginal from moral, thefe can never be removed, 
** until thofe are firft amended. He, therefore, who 
" ftri&ly adheres to virtue and fobriety in his condu6t, 
** and enforces them by his example, does more real 
" fervice to a ftate, than he who dilplaces a minifter, 
" or dethrones a tyrant; this gives but a temporary 
^ relief, but that exterminates the caufe of the difeafe. 
'* No immoral man then can poflibly be a true pa- 
** triot ; and all thofe who profefs outrageous zeal for 
" the liberty and profperity of their country, and at 
" the fame time infringe her laws, affront her religion, 
** and debauch her people, are but delpicable quacks, 
" by fraud or ignorance increafing the diforders they 
** pretend to remedy." 

Of religion he has faid nothing but what he has 
learned, or might have learned from the divines; 
that it is not univerfal, becaufe it muft be received 
upon conviAion, and fucceffively received by thofe 
whom conviftion reached; that its evidences and 
landtions are not irrefiftible, becaufe it was intended 
to induce, not to compel; and that it is obfcure, 

becaufe 
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l)ecaufc we w^nt faculties to comprehend it. Wbafc 
he means by his affertion, that it wants poHey^ I da 
not well luideriHiMi ; he does not n»an to deny that 
9 good chriilian will be a gpod governor, or a good 
fubjeft; and he has before juftly dbferved, that the 
good man only is a patriot. 

Religion has been, he fays, corrupted by the wkked^ 
liefs of thofe to whom it was communicated, and has 
loft part of its efficacy by its conne6Uon with temporal, 
intereft and huo^an paifion* 

He juftly obferves, that from all thisj no conclufion 
can be drawn againft the divine original of chriftianity, 
£nce the objedions arife not from the nature of 
t^ revelation, but of him to whom it is communi* 
cated. 

All this is known, anji all this is tr^e j but why^ 
we have not yet difcovered. Our author, if I under* 
lland him right, purfues the aigument thus: the 
reli^n of man produces evils, becaufe the mora* 
lity of man is impcrfedt; his morality is imper- 
fta, that he may be juftly a fubjed of punifliment : 
be is made fubjed to pimilhment becaufe the pain 
of part is neceflary to the happinefs of the whole ; 
pam is nectary to happinefs no mortal can tell why 
or how. 

Thus, after havbg clambered with great labour 
from one ftep of argumentation to another, inftead 
of rifing into the light of knowledge, we are der 
volved back into dark ignorance ; and all our effo^ 
ends in belief, that for the Evils of life there is fome 
good reafon, and in confeffion, that the reafon can- 
not be found. This is all that has been produced 

by 
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by the revival oiChryJtppus'% untraftablenefs of matter, 
and the Arabian fcale of exiftence. A fyftcm has been 
raifed, which is fo ready to fall to pieces of itfelf, that 
no great praife can b^ derived from its deftrudion. 
To objeft is always eafy, and it has been well ob- 
ferved by a late writer, that the hand which cannot build 
€ hovel^ may demolijh a tempk^. 

♦NcwPrafticcofPhyfick. 
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Fallitur, cgrcgio quifquis fub principc credit 

Servidum^ nunquam Libertas gratior extat 

Qjiam fub Rcge pio. Claud i avvu 
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/ANE of the chief advantages derived by the pre*- 
^^ fent generation from^the improvement and dif- 
fufion-<5f pbiiofophy, is deliverance from unneceflary 
terrours, and exemption from falfe alarms. The un- 
ufual appearances^ whether regular or accidental, which 
once fpread confternation over ages, of ignorance, are 
now the recreations of inquifitive fecurity. The fuh 
is no niore lamented when it is eclipfed, than whea 
it fets; and meteors play their corufcations withoiit 
prognoftick or prediction. 

The advancement of political knowledge may be 
expefted to produce in time the like effeds. Caule- 
lefs difcontent and feditious violence will grow left 
frequent, and lefs formidable, as the fcience of govern- 
ment is better afcertained, by a diligent ftudy of the 
theory of man* , . ^ . 

- ! It is not indeed to be expefted, that phyfical and 
political truth (hould , meet with equal acceptance, < 
//or gain ground upon the world with equal facility. 
I - "The notions of the naturalift find mankind in a ftate 
of neutrality, or at worft have nothing to encounter 
but prejudiceand vanity 3 prejudice without malignity, 
VoL.VIIL F aqd 
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and vanity without inteneft; But the politician's im^ 
provemcnts arc oppofed by every pafllon that can ex- 
clude convidion or fupprefs it ; by ambition, by ava- 
rice, br hope, and by terrour; by publick feftion, and 
private animofity, /^; 

It is evident, whatever be the caufe, that this nation, 
with all its renown for fpeculation and for learning, 
has yet made little proficiency in civil wifdom.^ Wc 
are Hill fo much unacquainted with our own ftate, and 
fo unikilful in the purfuit of happinefs, that we fhud- 
der without danger, complain without grievances, and 
fuffer our quiet to be difturbed, and our commerce to 
be interrupted, by an oppofition to the govemmentf 
,jaifed only by intereft, and fupported only by clamour, 
which yet has fo far prevailed upon ignorance and 
timidity, that many favour it as reafonable, and many 
dread it as powerful. 

/ What is urged by thofe who have been fo induftri- 
ous to fpread fufpicion, and incite fury from one end 
of the kingdom to the other, may be known by pe- 
.TuUng the papers which have been at once^ prefented 
as petitions to the king, and exhibited in print as 
Tcmonftrances to the people. It may therefore not 
be improper to lay before the Publick the reflcir 
tipns of a man who cannot favour the oppofition/for 
he tliinks it wicked, and cannot fear it, for be tliinks 
it weak* 

The grievance which has produced all this tern- 

peft of outrage, the oppreffion in which all other op- 

j^effioB$ are included, the invafion which has left us 

no propertjj, the alarm that fuffers no patriot to 

fleep in quiets is comprifed in ^ vote of the Houfe 
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of Commons, by which the freeholders of Middlefex 
arc deprived of a Briton' % birth-right, reprefentatioil ilx 
paiiiament. 

They have indeed received the ufual writ of elec- ^ 
tion, but that writ, alas! was malicious mockery'; 
they were infiilted with the form, but denied . the 
reality, for there was one man excepted from their 
choice. // 

Ncn dc vij neqite catU^ nee veneno^ 
Se4 lis eft mihi dt trihus capeUis. ^ 

Tht charader of the man thus fatally excepted, I 
have no purpofc to delineate. '^ Lampoon itfelf would 
difdain to fpeak ill of him of whom no man fpeaks 
well, 'it is fufficient that he is expelled the Houfe of 
Commons, and confined in jail as being legally con- L I 
viAed of fedition and impiety. '; ' 

/- That this man cannot be appointed one of the 
^ardians and counfellors of the church and ftate, is 
a grievance not to be endured. Every lovSr of liber- 
ty Hands doubtfal of the fate of pofterity, becaufe the 
chief county in En^Jand cannot take its reprefentativc ^ /' 
from a jail. 

Whence Middlefex (hould obtain the right of being 
denominated the chief county, cannot eafily be dif- 
covered i it is indeed the county where the chief city 

, happens to ftand, but how that city treated the fa* 
vourite o(Midd/e/ex, is not yet forgotten. The county, 
as^iftinguilhed from the city, has no claim to particu- 
lar confideration. 

///That a man was in jail for fedition and impiety, . 
would, I believe, have been within memory a fuffi^ 
•lent reafon why he fhould not come out of jail a 

F* . legiilator. 
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legiflaton This reafon, notwithflandlng the muta- 

L bility of fafliion, happens ftill ta operate on the Houfe 

JrC, of Commons. Their notions^ however ftrange, m^ 

>- *• . be juftificd by a coaunon obfervation, that few are 

.mended by imprifonment, and that he whofe crimes 

' V have made confinement, neceflary,- feldom makes any 

/ .other ufe of his enlargement, than to do jvith greater 

/ ',. cunning what he did before with fefs, S / 

But the people have been told with great confi- 
dence, that the JHoufe cannot control the right of 
conftituting reprefentatives; that he who can per- 
- fuade lawful eleftors to chufe him, whatever be his 
charafter, is lawfully chofen, and has a claim to a feat 
in parliament, from which no human authority can 
'depofe him. . 

Here, however, the patrons of oppofition are in 
fome perplexity. They are forced to qqnfefs, that 
by a train of precedents fufiicient to eftablifli a cuf- 
tom of parliament, the Houfe o^ Commons has ju* 
rifdiftion o'ver its own members; that the whole has 
power over individuals ; and that this power has been 
exercifed fometimes in imprifonment, and often in 
expulfiomT . . . , / ,. 

That fuch power fhould refide in the Houfe gf 
Commons in fome cafes, is inevitably neceflary, lince 
it is required by every polity, that where there is a 
poffibility of offence, there fhould be a poffibility of 
punifliment. A member of the Houfe cannot be 
cited for his conduft in parliament befpre any other 
court ; and therefore, if the Houfe cannot punilh him, 
• he may attack with impunity the rights of the people, 
and the' title of the king. 

This 
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• This exemption from the authority of other courts - 
vfas^ I think, firft eftablifhed in favour of the five 
naembers in the long parliament. It is ^not to be 
confidercd as an ufurpation, for it is implied in the 
prificiples of government. If legiflative. powers are 
not co-ordinate, they ceafe in part to be legiflative ; - 
and if they be co- ordinate, they are unaccountable; 
for to whom muft that power account, whiqh has no 
fuperiour? ' 

- The Houfe of Commons is indt^ed diffoluble by the 
king, as the nation has of late been very clamoroufly 
teld ; but while it fubfifts it is co-ordinate with the 
other powers, and this co-ordination ceafes only when 
the Houfe by diffolution ceafes to fubfift. 
/As the i:)articular reprefentatives of the people 
are in their publick charafter above the control pf 
the courts of law, they muft be fubjedt to. the jurif- , 
diftion pf the Houfe ; and as • the Houfe, in the 
exercife of its authority, can be neither dircfted nor 
rcftrained, its own refolutions muft be its Jaws, at 
leaft, if there is no antececjent decifion of the whole 
l^gillature. 

This privilege, not confirmed by any written law or 
pofitive compaft, but by the refiftlefs power of poli- 
tical neccflity, they have exercifed, probably from 
their firft inftitution, but certainly, as their records 
inform us, from the 23d of Elizabeth^ when they 
expelled a member for derogating from their pri- 
vileges. 

It may perhaps be doubted, whether it was ori- 
ginally neceffary, that this right of control and 
puni(hmertt, (hould extend beyond offences in the 
exercife of parliamentary duty, fince all other crimes 
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arc cognizable by other courts. But they> who are 
the only judges of their own rights, have, exerted the 
power of expulfion on other occafions, and when 
wickednefs arrived at a certain magnitude, have con- 
fidered an offence againft fociety as an offence agaioft 
the Houfe. 

They have therefore divefted notorious delinquents 
of their legiflative charadler, and delivered them up 
to fliame or puniftiment, naked and unprotefted> 
that they might not contaminate the dignity of par^- 
liament. 

It is allowed that a man attainted of felony can* 
not fit in Parliament, and the Commons probably 
judged, that not being bound to the forms of law, 
they might treat thefe as felons, whofc crimes y/ere 
in their opinion equivalent to felony; and that as a 
known felon could not be chofen, a man fo like a 
felon, that he could not cafily be diftinguilbed, ought- 
to be expelled. 

The firft laws had no law to enforce them, the 
iirfl: authority was conftitutcd by itfelf. The power 
cxercifed by the Houfe of Commons is of this kind> 
a power itDoted in the principles of government^ 
and branclicd out by occafional praftice ; a power 
which neceffity made juft> and precedents have made 
jcgal. 

It will occur that authority thus uncontrolable may, 
in times of heat and conteft, be of^refl^ely and 
injurioufly exerted, and that he who fuffers injuftice, 
is without redrefs, however innocent, however mi- 
ferable. 

The pofition is true, but the argument is ufelefe. 

T3ie Commons muft be controlled, or be. exempt 
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from control. If they arc exempt they may do injury 
which cannot be rcdreflfed* if they arc controlled they 
are no longer legiflative. 

If the poffibility of abuie be an aiguinent againft au* 
thority, no authority ever can be eftablittied ; if the 
a<5tua] abuie deftroys its legality, there is no legal govern- 
ment now in the world. 

This power, which the Commons have fo long 
exercifed, they ventured to uie once more s^inft 
Mr. fFi/keSyZnd on the 3d of February, ^7^9^ ^^' 
pelled him the Houfe, for having printed and pub- 
lijhed a feditious libtl^ and three objcene and impious 
libels. 

If theie imputations were juft, the expuIHon was 
furely feafonable ; and that they were juft, the Houfe 
bad reafon to determint^ as he had confefled himfelf, 
at the bar, the author of the libel which they term ie- 
ditious, and was convi&ed ia the King's Bench of 
both the publications. 

But the freehdders of Msddkfex were of another 
opinion. ' They either thou^t him innocent, or 
were not offeofled by his guilt. When a writ was 
iflued for the eledtion of a knight for Middle/ex^ in 
the room of John WilkeSy Efq; eipelled the Houft^ 
his friends on the itxteenth of Febrmt'f chofe him 
again. 

On the 17th, it was refolved, /Arf John Wilkes, 
jE/y; having been in this feffion of parliament expelled tha 
Houfey zvaSy and «, incapable of being eleEled a member to 
ferve in this prefent parliaments. 

As there was no other candidate, it was refolved, at 
the fame time, that the elc&ion of the fixteenth was 
H void eledtion. 

F4 Tb€ 
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' The freeholders ftill continued to think that no 
other man was fit to reprefent them, and on the • 
fixteenth of March elefted him once more. Their 
refolution was now fo well known, that no opponent 
venturecj to appear. 
. The Commons began to find, that power without 
materials for operation can produce no effed- They . 
might make the ekiStion void for ever, but if no other 
candidate could be found, their determination could 
only be negative. They, however, made void the laft 
eleftion, and ordered a new writ. . 
- On the thirteenth of Apil was a new eledioil, at 
which Mr. Luiterelj and others, oflfered themfelve$ 
candidates. Every method of intimidation was ufcd, • 
and fome afts of violence were done to hinder Mr. 
Lutterel from appearing. He was not deterred, and 
the poll w^as taken, .whiclr exhibited for 

Mr. Wilkes^ - - , Ji43 

yir. Luttereh .-. - 296 

The (herifF returned Mr. Wilkes ; but the Houfe, on 
Jpril the fifteenth ^ determined that Mr. Lutterel was 
lawfully eleded., . * 

From this day bigun the clamour which has con^ 
tjnued tiil now. Thofe who had undertaken to op- 
pofe the miniftry, having no grievance of greater 
•magnitude, endeavoured to fwell this decifion into 
bulk, and diftort it into deformity, • and then held it 
out to terrify the nation. 

Every artifice of fed it ion has been fincc praftifed 
to awaken difcontent and inflame indignation. The 
jjapers of every day have- been filled with exhorta- 
tions and menaces of fadion. The madnefs has 

fpread^ 
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fpread through all r^njcs and through both fexes ^ 
women and children have clamoured for Mr, fVilkes^ 
honeft fimplicity has been cheated into fiiry, aijd only 
the wife have efcaped infeftion. 

The greater part may juftly be fufpeded of not be- 
lieving their own pofition, and with them it is- not 
neceflary to difpute.- They cannot be convinced who 
are convinced alreadyi and if is wejl kpown th^t they 
will not be afli^med. 

The decilSon, however, by which the fmaller num- 
ber of votes w^ preferred to the greater, has perplexed 
the minds of fome, whofe opinions it were indecent to 
defpife; and who by their integrity well deferve to have 
their doubts appeafed. 

Every difFufe and complicated queftion may be 
examined by diiferent methods, upon different prin- 
ciples; and that truth, which is eafily found by one 
inveftigator, may be miffed by another, equally honed 
and equally diligent. 

Thofe who inquire, whether a fmaller number of 
legal votes can eled a reprefentative in oppofition to a 
greater, muft receive from every tongue the fame 
anfwer. 

The queftion, therefpre, m\ifl: be, whether a fmaller 
number of legal votes, (hall not prevail againft a 
greater number of vofes not legal ? 

It muft be confidered, that thofe votes only are 
legal which are legally given, and that thofe only 
are legally given, which are given for a legal can-' 
didate. 

It remains then to be difcuffed, whethjgr a maa 
expelled can be fo difquaUfied' by a vote of thcj 

Houfe,' 
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Houfe^ as that he (hall be no longer eligible by law* 
fill eleftors ? ^ 

Here we muft again rccuif not to pofitive mftitu- 
tionSy but to the unwritten law of focial nature, to 
the great and pregnant principle of political ncceffity. 
All government fuppofes fubjefts, all authority im- 
jdies obedience. To fuppofe in one the right to com- 
mand what another has the right to refofe, is abfurd 
and contradii^ory. A ftate fo cbnftituted muft reft 
for ever in motionlefs equipofe, with equal attraftions 
of contrary tendency, with equal weights of power 
balancing ekch other. 

Laws which cannot be enforced, can neither pre- 
vent nor redify diforders. A fentence which cannot 
be executed can have no power to warn or to reform. 
If the Commons have only the power of difn^iflSng 
fbr a few days the man whom his conftituents cari 
immediately fend back, if they can expel but can- 
not exclude, they have nothing more than nominal 
authority, to which perhaps obedience never may be 
jAid. 

The reprefentatives of our anceflors had an opinion 
very different : they fined and imprifoned their mem* 
ben; on great provocation they difiibled them for ever; 
and thb power of pronouncing perpetual difability is 
maintdned by Sehien himfelf, 

Thefe claims feem to have been made and allowed, 
when the conftitution of our government had not yet 
been fuflSiciently ftudied. Such powers are not legale 
becaufe they are not ncceflary: and of that power 
irtiich only necefiity juftifies, no tnore is to be ad- 
mitle^than neceility obtrudes* 
V — - Tht 
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The Commons cannot make laws, they can onlf 
pals refolutions, which, like all relblutions, are of force ' 
only to thofe that make then!, and to thole only while 
they are willing to obferve them. • 

The vote of the Houfe of Commons has therefore 
only fo far the force of a law, as that force is neceflsuy 
to preferve the vote from lofing its efficacy; it muft 
begin by operating upon themfelves, and extends its 
influence to others, only by confequences arifing from 
the'firft iptention. He that ftarts game on his own 
manor, may purfue it into another. 

They can properly make laws oxJy for themfelves : 
a member, while he keeps his feat, is fubjeft to thefe 
laws i but when he is expelled, the jurifdidion ceafes, 
for he is now no longer within their dominion. 

The difability, which a vote can fuperinduce to ex- 
pulfion, is no more than was included in expulfion 
itfelf ; it is only a declaration of the Commons, that 
they will permit Jio4onger him whom they thus cen- 
fure to fit with them in parliament ; a declaration 
made by that right which they neceflarily poffefs, of 
regulating their own Houfe, and of infliding pimifli- 
ment on their own delinquents. 

They have therefore no other way to enforce the 
fcntence of incapacity, than that of adhering to it. 
They cannot otherwife punifti the candidate fo dif* 
qualified for offering himfelf, nor the eledors for ac- 
cepting him. But if he has any competitor, that com* 
petitof muft prevail, and if he has none, his eledion' 
will be void ; for the right of the Houfe to rejed, 
annihilates with regard to the man fo rejeded the 
right of eleding* 

It 
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It has been yiged, that the power of thd Houfe 
terminates witb their feffion; .fince a prifoner com- 
niitted'by the Speaker*s warrant cannot be detained 
during the recefs. 'That power indeed- ceafes with 
the feflton, ^hich muft operate by the agency pf 
others, becaufe, when they do not fit, they can em- 
ploy no agent, having no longer any legal exiftence; 
but that which is exercifed on themfelves rfevives 
at their meeting, when the fubjcft of that power 
ftill fubfifts. They can in the next feffion refufe 
to re-admit him, whom in the former feffion they ex- 
pelled. 

That ^xpulfipn inferred exclufion in the pr^ent cafe, * 
muft be, I think, eafily admitted. The expulfion and 
the writ iffued for a new eledion were in the feme fef- 
jGon, and fince the Houfe is. by the rule of parliament . 
bound for the feffion by a vote once paffed, the ex- - 
pelled member cannot be admitted. He that can- 
not be admitted, cannot be elefted^ and the votes 
given to a man ineligible being given in vain, the 
higheft number for an eligible candidate becomes a 
majority. 

To thefe conclufions, as to moft moral, and to all . 
political pofitions, many objedions may be made. 
iThe perpetual fqbjed of political difquifition is not • 
abfolute, but comparative good. Of two fyftems of 
government, or two laws relating to the fame fubjeft, 
neither will ever be fuch as theoretical nicety would 
defire, and therefore neither can eafily force its way 
againft prejudice and obftinacy ; each will have it^ 
excellencies and defers, and every man, with a little 
help from pride, may think his own the beft. 

M It 
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It feems to be the opinioh of many, that cxpul^n 

is only a difmiffion of .the i^eprefentative to his-xoil- 

llituents, with fuch a teftimonjr agiin^ft^ feim xii. his 

fcntence.may comprife,; and that if hi$ cpnftjtuente, 

notwithftandmg the ccJnfure of the Houfe, thirikii^ 

.his cafe hard, his fault trjfling, or hi? excellencies fufch 

as overbalance at, (houid again chyfe him as ftiU 

.worthy of their troft, the Houfe cannot. refufe him, for 

.his punifliment has pui^ed his fault, and the right of 

^ledors muft not be violated. 

This is plaufibte, but not cogent. It is a fcheme of" 
rcprefentation, which would make a Ipfecious appear- 
ance in a political romance, but cannot be brought into 
praftice among us, who fee every <Jay the towering 
head of /peculation bow down unwillijQgly to groVeling 
experience. 

Governments formed by chance, and gradually im?- 
proved by fuch expedients, as the fuccprnve difcovery 
of their defe<5ts happened to fuggeft, are never to he 
tried by a regular theory. They are fabricks of dif- 
fimilar materials, raifed by different architects, upon 
different plans. We muft be content with .them as 
they are ; Ihould we attempt to mend their difpropor,. * 
tions, we might eafily demohfh, and xJifficultly rc» 
build them. 

Laws are now made, and cuftoms are eftabliflied; 
thefe are our rules, and by them we muft be 
guided. 

It is ^ncontrovertibly certain, that the Commons 

never intended to leave eleftors the liberty of re* 

turning them an expelled member, fgr they always 

require one to be chofen in the room of him that is 

- ' expelled,' 
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7« THtiJFAL^E ALARM. 

expdied, and I fee not with what propriety a man can 
be r^<ho&n in }m own room. 

JE^puIfiOQ^ if this were its whole efFed, might 
very often be defirable. Sedition, or obfccnity; 
m^t be no greater crimes in the opinion of other 
Aled^rs, than in that of the freehdidcrs of A//V- 
ii/^/ex ; and many a wretch, whom his colleagues 
fliotild expel, mi^t come back perfecuted into 
&me» and provoke with harder front a fecond ex- 
pulfion. 

Many of the reprefentatives of the people can 
bardly be iaid to have been cho(en at alL Some by 
inheriting a borough inherit a feat; and fbme lit by 
;ihe favour of others, whom perhaps they may gra^ 
tify by the aft which provoked the expulfion. Son* 
are fafe by their popularity, and fome by their aHB- 
ances. None would d^Mid expulfion^ if thi^ dbftrine 
ifere received, but thdfe who bought their elcAions, 
mnd who would be obliged to buy them again at it 
highCT price. 

But as uncertainties are to be determined by 
tilings certain, and cuftoms to be explained, where 
it is poffible; by written law, the patriots have tri- 
umphed with a quotation from an aft of the 4tH 
and 5th of Annej which permits thofe to be re* 
ch(^en, whofe feats are vacated by the acceptance of a 
place of profit. This they wifdy confider as an ex- 
pulfion, and frotn the permiffion, in this cafe, of a 
te-elefticMi, infer that every other expulfion leaVes the 
delinquent entitled to the lame mdulgence. This is 
the pan^ph : 
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«* If any pcrfon, M^ ckofema mimker <4tht Houfe 
^* (^ CommoBSy Ihall accept of aay'offiqe from thf 
** cxomvii during futk time as kcflkUl continue a member^ 
^^ bis eledion (hall be, and is hereby dedared to be 
^' void, and a new writ Ihall iflue iox a new eleftioa^ 
^ as if fucb perfon fo atxepting was naturally dead. 
** Nevertkelefs fuch perfon JkaU be capable ^f being agmn^ 
^< ele&ed^ as if his place had not become void as 
•^ aforefeid." 

JIow this favours the doArihe of re-admiffion by a 
fecond choice, I am not able to difcover. The fta- 
tute of 30 Ch* II. had cnaftcd, That he whojkouldj^ 
in the Uonfe of Commons^ without taking the oaths and 
ftdffcribing, the tefiyfJiould be difabled to fit in the Hoijfc 
Juring that Parliament ^ and a writ Jkould t^ue for the 
dxRion of a new member^ in place of the member fo difabUd^ 
m tffuth member had naturally Med. 

This laft claufe is ap{»i£ntly cofHed^iiXtheacbof 
Anne^ but with the common fate of imitators. In 
the aft oi Charles y the pditical death continued during 
the parliament, in that of Anne it wai hardly worth the 
while to kill. the nuin whom the next breath was to 
revive. It is, however, apparent, that in the opinion 
of the paliameat, the dead-doing lines would have 
kept htm motionlefs, if , he had not been recovered 
by a kind exception. A feat vacated, could not be 
-regained without exprefs permiffion of the ^mc 
ftatute* 

The right of bdng cho&n again to a feat thus xia^ 
xated, is not enjoye4by any general rights but required 
a ^>ecial daufe^ and £>licitous .piovifion* 
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' But what refemblance can imagination;conceive bcr 
tween one man vacatinghis feat, by a jnark of favout 
from the crown, and another driven from it for fedi- 
tion and obfcenity ? Tl:ie acceptance of a place ccmi* 
laminates no character ; tbe crown that gives it, in- 
tends to give with it always dignity, fometimes autho- 
rity. The Commons, it is well known, think not 
' worfe of themfelves or others for their offices of profit ; 
yet profit implies temptation, and may expofe a repre- 
fentative to the fufpicion of his conftituents; though 
if they ftill think him worthy of their confidence, they 
may again eleft him. 

Such is the confequence. When a man is dii^ 
miffed by law to his coniftituents, with new triift and 
new dignity, they may,if they think him incorruptible, 
leftore him to his feat ; what can follow, therefore, 
but that when the Houfe drives out a varlet with 
publick ir/amy, he goes away with the like perniiflton 
to return ? ' 

, If infatuation be^ as the proverb tells us, the 
forerunner of deftrudion, how near mull be thfc 
tuin of a nation that can be incited againft its go* 
*¥ernors, by fophiftry like this* I may be excufed 
if I catch the panick, and join my groans at this 
alarming crifis, with the general lamentation of weep- 
ing patriots. 

Another objeftion is, that the Commons,' by pro- 
nouncing the fent^nceof difqualification, make a 
4aw, and take upon themfelves the power of the 
whol^ legiflature. Many quotations are then fffo- 
duced to prove that the iloufc of Comnions caa 
make no laws. 

Three 
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for different teltM on 4iSertnt occa^ioq&} iad it if 

by their own privilege bav« a>^c]e a difqvalificatiOA* 
their jeaWufy of tbetr prm^S^ would 9i;ver ]^s^ 
a^mittsd the Qoqicurr^nt fan^^ioa -of -the ot^cf' 
powers. 

I {n«ft for eveie m^ind thefe puay controFertifts, 
that thof^ adls ^re laws of permanent, ^o^g^atiOli ; tba^t 
t^K) of tfeffn are now ii^Jorp^* and that the other e%^ 
pi]%d only "Vi^en it *had ful&lled its eitd* Such law$ 
the Comp^ns canppt ma)|p; they niottlds perhfi^ 
have determined for tfeofn^esj thivt tbfy *ouW e»r 
pel all who Ihould not take^the tefti hut they coulci 
leave no authority behifpd. then^^ that (hcmkl .obHgi^ 
the. next ..p^liaroent ;to i^pel them* Thfy .<0Mi4 
r^gfe the iSp^/^ iJ^^ direftoit, but they could not «r 
tail the nefufaL Tbf y osof, ^ifqualify by vote, but not 
by. lawi thoy cannot Jc^ksmt that tJ^ fcntcnce qf <Jif- 
j}ualificati9n pronounced to*day may not become VM^ 
ipi^nfinrofvi % the ji^jlfclution of their own Howfij. 
Yet while the fame parliament fits, the difqua^ife- 
cation poptinues us^ the vote be refcinded, and 
i^r^ile it (a continues, makes the vote*: which freer 
holders may give to the mterdided candidate^ ufelflfe 
aad dpad, %ca tbetfe "cannot exift, with Befped to the 
fym& fuj^e^ 9i the; fiwiie time* an abfolttte poWW tp 
. qbufe ;jjid an abfolyte jKwer to rge^:. 

In i^T49the^ attojtneyfgeoeral wa« vf^ttd inca- 
pable of a feat in «he Houfe of GoimiMHiii ^ni the 
liatfon is triueij)teiMl^ tol4 that though the Tote 
jiever was rfv<oked« the attjomey-genfcml i» oaw ^ 
memjkr. Hs ^^Umi^ tn^ now be a smmber 

Vol. VIII. G Without 
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Wtthdut vcifoOLtion of the vote. A law -is rf per- 
petual 6bl^tioii» but a vote Is nothing when the 
Votei^ are gone* A law is a cotnpaft rectf>rocftlly 
made by the legiilative powers, and therefore not to 
he abrogated but by all the parties. A vote is (imply 
a refolution, which binds only him that i$ willing to • 
be bound. 

c I have thus pundilioully and minutely purfued 
4his difquifition, becaufe I fufpetrthat thefe rea-- 
fbners, whdfebufinefs is to deceive others, have (bine- 
times deceived themfclves, and I am willing to free 
ilMem froni their embanfaflmeht though I do not et« 
peA much gratitude for my kindnefs. 

Other objidions are yet remaining, for of pofi* 
tjcal objeAions there cannot ea(ily be an end*. It 
kM been obferved, that vice is no proper caufe of 
^l^ul(ion> for if the worft man in the Houfe were 
^Jiways to be ex{)eHed, m time none would be left. 
But no man is expelled for being worft, he is ex- 
pelted for being enormoufly bad; his conduft is 
■compared, not with that of others, but with the rule 
of aft ion* 

: The puni(hm«it of expuHion being iii its own 
nature uncertain, may be too great or tbo little for 
thcfiult. 

This muft be the cale cff many puntfliments* 
<Fotfeiture of chattels is nothing to him that has no 
pofTeffions. Exile itfelf may be accidentally a good ; 
and indeed' any pum(hm^t left than death is very dif* 
ferent to different men. 

But if this precedent be admitted and eftablifhedt 
^d man^ can hereafter be fure that he (hall be re- 
prefented by him whcin he would choofe. One half 
: . ♦ of 
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<ftt>»iit|lpift p^ ««^^^«|y in th4 morning* asid 
Qmtck «&, A^pMlttf^ty to ej^l the othtf t ai^d the 
CPIM^fNM ofthft. nation may by this ftntfagem be 
yilJMilt Ml lawful rcfprdfentatives. 

De.tMJces all this, fees very far. But I caa 
f^ hi^ 9f e^iiter evil^ yet behind. There is one 
pQ^/i^y pf wickednefs, which, at this alarmii^ 
i^^> iii9IA9t yf t beea meotioQed. Every one knows 
thl^ loaikci the fuUilty, the indaftry, jtbe vigilance, 
aii4 tbe gre^jnef^ of the Sfois. The Sf§i^ members 
am alKKit t|ie number fu£cient to rm^e a hou&t 
I pm^ft it to the goofideration oit]^ fupportera 
of the BjlU i^ Righ^, whett^ there is not re^fqn to 
fi^pe^, thf^ tbefe hiiqgry intruders from the North, 
are nowcontrivi^^ to e*pel aU the Engiyh. We may 
then curfe the hour in which it was determined, th^ 
e^^Hion a$d eiccl\;#)n are the &me. For who can 
guefs ^h^t may be done wh^a the Scots have the^ 
whole |l<nife to themfelves ? 

Thus agreeable to cuftom ami rea£>ti, notwith^ 
ftanding a)l ob^ioi^, leal or imi^pnaty; thut 
con^fteot: with the pKwfticc; of former titnes, and 
thus confe^iential to the orig^l prin^ples of go- 
vernment, is~ ti:pt decificm ^7 which fo much v^ 
lence of dlfcontent has b^ei^ emted, which hts^ 
bmn ib d<^r9ufly bewaile^, and fo outn^Ktaflf 
rcfent^. 

Let us however not be feduced to pot too much 
confidence in juftice or in truth; they have often 
been foiuid inadive in their own defence, and give 
more Confidence than help to their firiends and their 
advocatair It may perhaps be prudent to make om 

G 2 momentary 
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!Mdn«n»iy'«oMlfflr»n^^lNaI(MMb(ll^ll)r ^dj^iigl Afc 

A1t-9ni«A| oti^tf to A» M^kiiifedti!) I# »i«?«Mlt» 

is deprived of a law^l f«ilv'bM:b'iti#^aMli Mk^llidtois 
lia»eireHUbn t^'^ceiCnpl^a^i b«t'i^'-iwil^fio)r'4le4ifily 
jfeund,- why, a«MMg ^ the: -ihinutiHi^ ^%ifiK^ '^^ 
<ybich a great patt c^ ttianktnd^W'iMuHy lE^|fili(& 
ing, the wMe cam^f tltt f»ul>}t«k l(bddftl«l4 titoO. 
fen-edjo Mr. f^Ukies and'ihe<l&idfehold«rs-of^Jt^MtB<^ 
Who n^tb^I-fitik- int» B^ti^^SixIfteB^d; t^<$«jb mf 
(M:^F«fleft^, Iban tlM tii^e w<dti)d bfe 96i^tn ifilRle ftf 
* iiifew,tadbtir»>at]d-& iiemrstidler^ ^Moft:<«tfd:^b^ 
(bbfflty. ^hc cai!^' VE otiF dttUBtry -#oy^ -iUflftif 
littlij'the' tublAa; whttfDeti^r • they ccittc^, «i4!l:'W 
iOwiiys patriots^Md dlvMys^^ttppbrCsn of fkb^M of 
I^htg. '. ■ ■-..., -7 1,; .. ;. i;.\.j.> r. ..* 

' The H^tlfe «r Cd^itfMs^ d«eidM Mli« tdirpul^ 
*4ing 'fiiom dklitidirt^ ''Wife ife «^r: feppelfed, thai 

in all cafes their decifio^spiwte- right? Evtgryman 
t«iU;ife'to(vfid4ld<%i^fi^>i!fri^«$te<i> is «()«i^ wion^ 
mibMt.:mi^i sS(«d hi9coAii!hu<m«sfeeltIttir^f^ 
aip|iiHatf«fet)t A«Ml no k^ -atigui#i tMan'tHe fkfe-- 
h6^ek ^- [Middlipc:^ TK^ <^ecffions Jtav^'oAelh 
b«M a^fMiMnfiy fii^iiil, .ilnd^ifeaietitftes tymhnically 
<^p^eli^«i' ' A'=m^6*itf h4s been given-to i. fatohrite' 
(:|&cM||fb,% '■^xpnbging votes which hsd'^way^' 
been allowed, and which therefore had the-atifho-' 
ri{ff-'by< irtiitfe afl- votes aref given, that of cuftom 
uniriterpuptoh When the"* 'Commons aetntnirie^ 
whc^^-ftialHj* cohAitudits, they-may, with fome pro- 
ptiecy, be^d ta maker' law^ bccaufe thofe deter-'* 
ifliMtiotis hme. bitWfto,' for the lake of quiet, tJeen' 
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^tUllbv^ :!iv t ::'.'. 5-''» v.-i,^ ?.l mrbiA ^j ;■ ?:'» 
- al{lft>«)i^g^ an this latAitMlt-'dMitMdl'^dgt^M' 

4iB»^ afp^U it?l^9 DgvtnplOdttdeti in^^'f!^ni£f tifitt^ 

that though a (quire has given ale and venifon liS VahJ>i 
awda^rpf^ las besb cbi^HeKl h fed lU deaiefl: 
i«l9reft'^intfafihanrit qFliiaiiirtis^ it ttidtiot XtHfti yet 
the gmetat %te of thtr ikiioK hais (}Obti^i]ed Aiti &meV 
Xbe:Cii» haJt^n^v atidllsdcMn^hdirgra^)!, brtd ^h^f^ 
^BCvt^lga^s-benKof .tlfeldingsr of ^^eify, ydt ^"tf- 
that ploughsd the fidil cAttRhDAfy reft^ tt, andhtf 
tUtt bdik>aiJifui9'w»' tnafl^ df the 6i>cfii thlEi :\^a'» 
titofiBoitediiM^ iojuftibe Alfdhtd, or fA^fdd «§ t^ 
fiiftffled^Ayi any pfivwiefftfttfl/^or fiti^e oorfimtinityr 
ww^tecatfjatal t^p6tacryy^ii<'%oidwr fjf/feaii^l^y- hd# 

cmii>nittoti- k)tielkld^^«illi lltlte &ai«i bdt:a43#ib«>^ 
did not feentfio 8e mikli i^gen Th^ confe^d^a^ 
^ {nUhiniegtl«iili«s ^«»t$t«'felt, and m^ had" liof yet 
hAa!iiitd)«i»bt' terrified by'^f&f dtffinf eh««niids. 

.BHtcqcfiet atfd foouritj*^ arfe now at ah «rid. Oni 
vij^oride iB''quiDkidhdd^' ind- dur CiMti^r^l^tHiWn is ct^ 
Urgtiu: .?Wb>i»^ <Mly ^e e^ehti^iir thekr- caufes, buf 
befonrithdr <&i^ie»; «Mfh«^(Khi:iteind^'wht}e the fk;]^ 
is ciear^ altd &e f h& tifkeit fffang btfdHi k h du^ 
y^Fslitioal vnfdoib hi($,- by'th^foreti' of Enf^li^ genius' 
l7eeB-ifli^cr«cd at loft'fidf Onl^ to- pbliticai intuition, 
bttt'tor^ofitiMirfPflfti«iic«; 
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fttt it<w»o«yI fdiraftriMyec^]; flirt «tf kHr'tJm 

who bavii dm ivoodetful* power called fatimi'^t^U 
that they feldom fee any thing but evtf : pelMlii 
fecond fight has the tum^BlA ; we hear of ^ndl^g 
but of an al«rqp^iig c^h <^ jrMated rights^ and 
expiring liberties. The m md wg rifes upon «efr 
vrr<M^,aiKl the dreamer paib the ni^t in imaginary 
0iackles. 

The fphere of anxkty b nom ealaig^; he that 
hitherto cared only fcur hkn&If^ now cares for tte 
Publick; for he has learned that the haf^nefe of iti- 
divid«a]s is opmpri&d m the ;»to^>erity of thewhd^ 
and that his country nevar fufiers^ but he foBm with 
it> however it happens thiMt he feels no pun. 

Fired with this fever of epidemidc patfidififi»»lfae 
taylor flips bi^ thimble, the dri^r dfops hb yard^ 
and the blackfmith lays downrh^ hammer) they meet 
at an hootil idehoufe, confider the ftate of thejtiktioi}» 
lead or hear the laft petition, lament the jniferies o£ 
the tinie, ar« ahrmed at the dreadfbl crifis, nd fub* 
feribe to the fuf^ort <^ the Wl of Ri^ts. 

It fometimes indeed }mppeo$, that^lan istnsder ol 
more benevolence than pmdentt attetnpt& M^ difpeifei 
their cloud o( dejedion, ahd eafe their hearts by 
ieafbnabk confolation. He telb them> that tbou^ 
the government cannot be too diligently waibt^ed, 
it may be too haftily ^^cufedi and that» thou^ 
private judgmen|( is ev^ man's right, yet we can« 
not judge of what we do n^t Haqw > that we fed at 
prcfcnt no evils which goventtnent can alkviater 
and that the publick bulincis i$ fiooMiktcd. to nx^ 
- ^ wha 
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j^lio faaw as moch' ri^t to iEOf|fid«ilce m tlmr ftd» 
^rfaries s that tke froeboldeis of Afid^hfrx, if thcf 
cx>uld not chooTe Mr. IVilkesy mig)iC , M/vc cbofea 
any other man, and ths^ ^^ /nj^i zc;^ iioiv within tic 
realm foot hundred as good as^ he^htt even if this 
which has happened to Middlefix }iad happened t# 
every other county, that one man (bould be nude 
im:apaUe of being ek&ed, it could produce no 
gmat change in the parliament, nor much contnu^ 
ihe power of eledion ^ that what has been done is 
{MTol^ly right, and that if it be wrong it is of littk 
confequence, fince a like cafe cannot eafily ocnir-; 
that expulfions are very rare, and if they (hould^ 
by unbounded infbience of fadion, become more 
frequent, the 4cdors may eafily provide a fecond 
choice* 

XAU this he may iay, but not half of this will be 
he»rd ; his opponent^ will ftun him and themfelves 
with a confufod found <^ penfions and places, venality 
and irruption, oppreffion and ipvafion, flavery and * 
ruin. 

Outcries like thefe, uttered by malignity, and 
echoed by fiolly i|)i[general accufations of indeterminate 
wickedni(s;.and ob&ure hints of impoflible deiigns, 
difperied among thofe that do not know their mean* 
ing, by thofe that know them to be falfe,j/|iave dif- 
poied part of the nation, tliough but a fmall part, to 
peftcrthe court with ridiciilous petitions, 

/ The progrefs of a petition is well known* An 
eje&ed placeman goes down to his county (H* his 
boroi^ tells his friends of his inability to ferve 
them, and his conflituents of the conuption of the 
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^6iMM». Mis fiieMhr iduSly tmderifaiadfiklitt he 
who can get iiet>hing» mH have ncihiog to ^ve. Ti^ 
^ee t(y'pn>chim a meeting; meat and dnid: am 
{detitifulfy pfwided ; a orowd is eafily bcou^t togci- 
tbcfr, and thoTe who think that they kno^ Jbbe i«a£[» 
idf their meeting) undertake to tell thofe who kAtar 
k not* Ak and clamour unite their povief rs, the 
crowds condenied and hea^» be^ns to figment wttb 
the kven of f^i^on. All iee a tboufapd eYtk» Ihoi^b 
they cannot ft^dw tbem, and grow impaticot for a 
femedy, though they know not what. 

A fpeech is then made by the Cicerp of. the day i 
he fays much, and fu|^re^ moce^ and credit is 
equally given to what he tells, and what be cc^weals* 
ITie petition is read and univerially approyed^ Thofe 
who are fober enough to write, add their names, and 
the reft would fign it if they could. 

Every man goes home and tells his neighbour of 
Ae glories of the day ; how he was confulted and what 
lie advjfed ; how he was invited into the great ro(m3)» 
where his Jordlhip called him by his name j how he 
w^s careffed by Sir Francis^ Sir J(!f(spA, or Sir G^&rgei 
how he eat turtle and yenifon, and drank uoammity td 
the three brothers. 

The poor loiterer^ whofe ihop had confined him^ 
or wholfe wife had locked him up, hears the talc of 
luxury with envy, and at laft inquries what wa$ their 
petition. Of the petition nothii^ is rioncmba-^ 
by the narrator, but that it fpokc much of fiwa and 
apprehenfions, and fpniething very, alarmingt and 
that he is fure it is againft the government j tho 
other is conyinccd that it muft be right,, and wilhea 
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1» ImQS tetu awM ry ^ be Ixnctmw^md venUbp^ iUnI 

The pcMion it tlMi luuidcd from tmrB td tuivn^ 
jfliiid froBn boufe to hotii^ aiMt wherefvu h cotn» Ait 
iiihAbltMto flpck tDgitber^ tluit they tazy ftt dut 
urbich imilt be (tht to tke king. N^mes^ ate cttdlfy 
co}k<fbad« Ctee mm figns becauia be bitai itlM |IAp* 
p%^ mother becau& ht batYewed deftiiiAionto tte 
timipikes^ one becanie it will vttx tb^paffiDoa; «!« 
other becaiife he 0«^ hk landlofd iiothing^xMie beft* 
caofe he is: rich ; another becaufe he is pooc; ODe t^ 
Ikew di^ be is not tftaid, and anotl£^ to flsenr that 
he can WW*. "^K 

The pulBige, howei^er, is not always finoc^ 
Tbofe who coKe<% contributions, to fedidcmy ix>m»^ 
tlttxs apply to a man of higher rank and marc cua 
lij^ened mind, who, inftead of lendmg them fait 
tKune, odmly reprows them for being ftdoccrs of tko 
people. 

You who are here, fays he, €;Qmplaining <^ reoB* 
.isty, ate yoorfdves the agents of thc^ who, having 
^mated tb^i^fdives at too hi^ a price, aie only 
ai^ry that they are not boi^ht* You are ^peaUiig 
from the parliament to the rabble, and imvidng thofb 
who fcarcdy, in the moft common afiiiies, dHtinguifh 
^ht firom wrong, to judge of aqileftbn complicated 
with law written and unwritten, with the genecal prin^ 
cipies of government, and the parricular ccftoms of 
the Hottfe ctf Commons; you are fliewing them a 
grievance, io diftant that they c»inot fee ii^ and fo 
light that they cannot feel it; &x how, but by unne« 
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^ TlHE ."^BA L S E ALAAM. 

feiffiuqf^lhteUigaice and MitiSthLpfomblMtkml A^i41 
^ £imittB 4pd.ii<^lm|kn of IV^'^ ^ Ovm* 
-ierland know or care how Middlefcx is repvcTtflt^d? 
JbAouiof .wiftdenng tfao&B^iod the county to txsS-^ 
perate the li^ of party* aod daiken the fu^ikioM of 
ignora&ce> it is the doty of men like yoi^ who have 
kifure;for im)uury> to lead back the people to their 
honed labour i to tell thtm^ that fubmifiion is the duty 
<£ the ignorant* and content the virtue of tl^ poor; 
that they btve no ikill in the art of govermnent, mir 
any inteceft in the diflentions of the great ; and when 
you meet with any» as (bme there are, whoie under- 
Handings are capable of conyi&ion, it will become you 
to allay this £3aming ebullition, by (hewing them that 
they have as much happinefs as the condition of life 
wU eafily receive, and that a government, cf which 
im erroneous or ui^uft reprefentation of Midd/ejhc is 
thegpmte^ crime that intereft can difcover, or malice 
can upbmid, is government approaching nearer to perw 
fedion, than any that experience has known, or hifiiofv 
rdiUed. V 

The dradges rf fedition wifti to chinge their, 
ground, they hear him with fullen iiknce, feel con« 
indion without repentance, and are confounded but 
not abaflied; they go forward to another door, and 
find a kinder reception from a man enraged againft the 
government, becaufe he has juft been paying the tax 
upon bis windows. 

That a petition for a diflblution of the parliam^t 
will at all times have i£s favourers, may be eailly 
im^ned. The people indeed do not exped tta^ 
one Houfe of Conunons will be much bc»eftef oc 
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THE FALSE ALARM. yt 

modi w^ tlum Mothtf ; they do not fuf^fe ^t^^^ 
tezes mil be lightened ^ c^ though they hate been h 
often taught to hope it, that foap and candles will be 
cheaper; they expeft no redrefs of grievamces, for of 
no grievances but taxes do they complain ; they m(h 
not the extenfion of liberty, for they do not feel any 
feftraint; about the fccurity of privilege or property 
they are totally carelcfe, for they fee no property in* 
vaded,.n(^ know, till they are told, that any privilege 
lias fufired violation. ' 

LeaQ: of all do they expefb, thlt any future parlia^ 
ment will Men its own powers, or communicate to tht 
pdopde that authority which it has once obtained. 
/ Yet a new parliament is fufficientlydefirable. Tbn 
year of eledbn is a year of jollity ; and what is fUll 
mcH-e ddightfuT, a year of equality. The glutton now 
eats the delicacies for which he longed when he could 
not pucchafe them, and the drunkard has the pleafure 
of wine without the coft. The drone lives a while 
iritlKmt work, and the (hop-keeper, in the flow of 
money, raifes his price. The mecbanick that trem* 
. 1^ at thi.|iit£ence of Sir Jrf^f ^^^^^ ^^ bun come 
t^in for ah anfwer ; and the poacher whofe gun bm 
been feiziKl, now finds an opportunity to reclaim it; 
£ven the honeft man is iK>t difplea&d to fee himietf 
important, and willii^ty refumes in two years that 
power which he had reiigned for feven. Few lov« 
their friends fo well as not to defire fuperiority by u» 
a^^en&ic bene&dion. f 

< Yet»:;notwithftanding all thefe motives to com^ 
pKlkncii, tl)a promoters of petitions have not been 
fnffSft&l* Few cooUl -be perfuaded to lament evik 
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wW«h they did nQtfiiS<!^»«r tcrfiiMi^ 
ti^ej do not want* The pctitKHi has bedn, ia find 
pllices^r^fkcd ; and perh^ in all tMif ofie» figMd only 
\}y the meaoeft and groflfeft of thepeople* / 

Since tbia expedient now invented or jrevivcd to 
diftit& the gotemment, and et^aliy prafticabte 4t att 
times by all who (batU be excluded firocte pcMer and 
from profit^ has produced fo little efie&» kt.n eon^ 
fider the oppofition as no loti^r formidabk. The 
great engine has recoiled upon tbem. TUey thongivt 
that tie mm they ^t vnre terms of 'iottght^ wtf ch 
wduld have amens^d mU md fitmbki nutn^\ IwfethB 
conftetnatioii i» si^w oter» dnd their iasAfidmi apri^k^ 
as I'efoFtf* 

With gveat propriety and diguty thekii^ basv-n 
bia rpeecb, negTefted ot forgoom thetn. Hcf naigbt 
tafily kmow, tb^t what was prdeoMd a^ the ftAfe cC 
tbe people, t& the fenie dsify of the profligate and dtfA 
Mote i and that whate?er pabrliatment (kould \m €0K» 
imitd, thefimat pctitioMeGrwoidd beircady^for thnr fttn 
icafi>ii9.t6 rcique&itsdifibbitioir/ j\\^\ ^ 

t AswttoKebadatriMJfionof thecki^tia^r^fl^ 
BOW an oppofitron of the pe^anX Tile x|Oiek of d» 
aattcoi hasi been for years difturbdd by n facthsn, a^iaft 
'IfrhtdiaiLfafiionsoug^ to conipsK; for its <DrigiAiA 
prmc^Ie is the define of IcveHifis ; i* is only aniiMiled 
vnder the name of zebU by thrnituhl matigikity of tkf 
mean ag^ainil the great.; .: 

When in the confuiion which the Maigl^ .inlirsfiptt 
pfOdpeed in Frsnce^ the villasns^ imagtmilg:thM'&ey 
had fc^iad the golden hoqir of enxUKsqaadoA^ todeittkl 
In thwr ivusdey tlhcf knigh(saQf hath nvtidns dtMOmi 
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tbe omre ds *c6mmen, and, Til(()ecldiftg Ihe ^shit$l 
hdftility, lUHted to chaftrfe rtiem. * ? = 

Tlic whole cond«a of this dcfpicaWe feftioii b 'dif- 
tinguiftied by pkbeian groffaefi, and favage indecency. 
To mi{l«epre(ent the aftions and the principles of their 
^lemies is commcHi to all parties; but the itifolcnce of 
^efitive, and brutality <rf reproach, which have latclj^ 
fir^^uledj^ ape peculiar to this. 

Ah ia&llible charaderiftick of meannefe is cruelty.' 
This is the only faftion that has fhouted at the con- 
dcomation of a^criminlJ, and that, when his innocence 
pfOcuFed his pardon, has clamoured for his blood. 

AA other parties, however enraged at each other. 
Have agreed to treat the throne with decency ; but 
thefe low-born raikrs have attacked not only the au- 
thority, but the charafter of theiV fbvereign, and have 
tiKkavouFed,&rely without effeft, to alienate the affec- 
tions of the people from the only king, who, for almoft 
i OMtury, has much appeared to defire, or much en* 
deavoored to deferve them. They have infulted him 
*ith r^dwiefe and with menaces, which were never 
^SEcited by the gloomy fuHennefs of fViHtam^ even 
when half the nation denied him their allegiance ; nor 
by the dangerous bigotry of James, uolefs when he 
was finally driven from his palace ; and with which 
ftaccely the open hoftilitiea of rebellion x-enturcd to 
\nlify the unhappy CAarJes, even in the remarks oo the 
cUmtt of Nafeiyi. 

•fit k fiiirdly not unreafonable to hope that the lia^ 
tioD will confult its. dignity, if not its fafcty, and 
dtfitain td be prptedbed or enflaved by the doclaiman' 
or the plotters of a city* tavern. Had Rcm^ falteii by ^ 
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||^ CaiiStm^ cmi^mcj^ (he mi^A hnw conToI^ 
Iter fate 1^ tl^ greatnefs of her 4eftioyers 9 but wlmt 
wcmid hi^Te alleviated the difgrace of Engkfui^ had her 
goTOnuimit been changed by filer w by Ki:t f 

One part of the nation has never b^ore contended 
with the other, but for fome weighty and app^eot 
intereft. If the means were violent, the end W9^ 
great. The civil war was fouight for what each army 
* called and believed the beft religion, and th^ beft go- 
vernment* The ftruggle in the reign of Anm^ was ta 
exclude or reftore an exile king. We are now difput- 
ing, with almoft, equal animofity, whether M^Mffm 
iball be reprefented or not by a criminal froma jati. 

The only comfort left in fuch degenf racy is that a 
lower ftate can be no longer poffiblcj^^ 

In this contemptuous cenfure, I mean not to in- 
dude every fingle man. In all lead, fays the chemift^ 
there is filver; and in all copper there is gold* But 
mingled mafles are juiUy denominated by the greater 
quantity, and when the precious particles are not 
worth extradion, a fadion and a pig muft be melted 
down together to the forms and offices that chance 
allots them. 

Fiunt upceoli, puIveSf /artagOy pafefLe. 

/ A few weeks will now fhow whether the govenunent 
can be (haken by empty noife, and whether the fo&ion 
which depends upon its influence, has not deceived 
j^ikc the Publick and itfelf. That it (hould havecoa* 
tinued till now, is fufficicntly (hameful. None can- 
indeed wonder that it has been fupportcd by the 
ieAaries^ . the natural fomenters of fedition, and con<^ 

federates 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE FALSE ALARM. 9^ 

federates of the rabble^ of whofe rd^on little now re* 
mams but hatrc}th>f e^^lifhTn|ents,<ftd who are tngry 
to find reparation now only tolerated^ which was once 
re^rd^^H but every hdAeft ttian muft lament, that it 
has been.regarded with fr^d ncutrality^b^r the tories, 
who, being long accuftonied to fignalize their principles 
by oppofition to the court, do not yet confiderthat 
they hiaxe at laft a king who knows not the name of 
party,- arid who wiflies to^bethe common Either of adl 
his people. 

As a man mebriated only by vapours, (bon recoven 
in the open air ; a nation difcontented to madnefs, with- 
out any adequate caufe, will return to its wits and its 
allegiance when a little paufeiias cooled it to refleftion. 
Nothing, therefore, is necefl^uy* at this atarmng crijis^ 
but to consider the alarm as fidfc. To make concef- 
iions, is to encourage encroachment. Let the court 
ddpife the fadion^ and the difappointed people will 
ibon deride it. 
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i* 



^O prot^orticyn the cagiriicfttirtidhtcrt'^id'fts im^ 
portahce fecms too feard a tait for Buifiiii w^ 
aom. 'The pride of wrt has' 'kept ages 1)ufy in ^hk 
difcuffion of ufclefs cjtiefttensi^ahd ihepndb -of ptri^rcr 
has deftroyed armies to gam or to^ keep unprofitaBfe 
pofleflions. .1:01 ' c: 

Not many years have paffed fince the cruelties of 
war were filling the world with terror and with forrow ^ 
rage was at lafl appeafed, or ftrength exhaufted, and 
to the harafled nations peace was rellored, with its 
pleafures and its benefits. Of this ftate all felt the 
happinefs, and all implored the continuance ; but what 
continuance of happinefs can be expedted, when the 
whole fyftem of European empire can be in danger of 
a new conduffion, by a contention for a few fpots of 
earth, which, in the deferts of the ocean, had almoft 
efcaped human notice, and which, if they had not hap- 
pened to make a fea-mark, had perhaps never had a 
name ? 

Fortune 
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'fortune often deli^s to dignify what nature has 
heglefted, and that rendwn which cafiftot be claimed 
by intrihfick excdience or greatnefs, is fometimes de- 
rived from unexpefted accidents. The Ruiicon wai 
ennobled by the paffage of C^far^ and the time is 
now come ^htn Falkland's IJIands demand their hif- 
toriftn. 

Biit fhe wrrter to whom this employment fhall be 
taffigncd, win have few opportunities of defcriptive 
^tendoTj, or narrative elegance. Of other countries 
it is told how often they have changed their govern - 
tnent; thefe iflands have hitherto changed only their 
tiamc. Of heroes to conquer, or legiflators to civi-* 
lize, here has been no appearance ; nothing has hap* 
pened to them, but that they have been fometimes feea 
by v^^andering navigators, who paffed by thctu in fearch 
of better habitations. 

When the Spaniards^ who^ under the condu^ of 
Coiumbus^ difcovered America^ had tajcen pofleffion of 
its moft wealthy regions ^ they furprifed and terrified 
Europe by a fudden and unexampled influx of riches* 
They were made at once infupportably infolentj and 
might perhapis have become irrefiftibly powerful, had 
Hot their mountainous treafures been fcattered in the 
ttir^ith the ignorant profufion of unaccuftomed opu- 
lence. 

The greater part of the European poteiitateS iavr 
ttiis ftream of riches flowing into Spain without at- 
tempting to dip their own hands in the golden foun- 
tain. France h^d no naval fkill or power; Portugal 
Ifras extending her dominions in the eaft over region* 
formed m the gaiety of nature ^ the Hanfeatick league. 

Vol. VIII. H being 
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(8 FALKLAND'S ISLANDS. 

being planned only for the fecurity of traffick, had no? 
tendency to difcoveiy or invafion; and the commer- 
cial flates of Italy growing rich by trading between Afia 
and MuropCi and not lying upon the ocean, did not dc- 
fire to feek by great hazards, at a diftance, what was 
almoft at home to be found with fafety. 

The Englijli alone were animated by the fuccefe of 
the SpaniJIi navigators, to try if any thing was left 
that might reward adventure, or incite appropriations 
.They fent Cabot into the north, but in the north there 
was no gold or filver to be found. The beft regions 
.were pre^occupied, yet they ftill continued their hopes 
and their labours. They were the fecond nation that 
dared the extent of the Pacifick Ocean^ and the fecond 
circumnavigators of the globe. 

By the war between Elizabeth and Philip^, the wealth 
of America became lawful prize, and thofe who were 
lefs afraid of danger than of poverty y fuppofed that 
riches might eafily be obtaihed by plundering the 
Spaniards. Nothing is difficult when gain and honour 
unite their influence ; the fpirit and vigour of thefc 
expeditions enlarged our views of the new world, 
and made us firft acquainted with its remoter 
coaits. 

In the fatal voyage of Cavendijlt (1592), Captain 
DaviSf who, being fent out as his aflbciate, was after* 
wards parted from him or deferted him, as ^le was 
driven by violence of weather about the ftraits of 
Magellan^ is fuppofed to have been the firfl: who faw 
the lands now called Falkland's IJlands^ but his dif^ 
trefe permitted him not to make any obfervation^aod he 
left them, as he found. them, without a name. 

3 \ .:.-'■ ^^' 
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Kot long afterwards (1594) Sir Richard Hawkins 
being in the fame feas with the fim^ defigns, 4w 
thefe iflands again, if they are indeed the fame iflands, 
and in honour of his miftrefe, called them Hawkinses 
Maiden Land. 

This voyage was not of renown fufEcient to pro- 
cure a general reception to the new name, for when 
the Dutchy who had now become, ftrong enough not 
only to defend themfelves, but to attack their 
matters, fent (1598) Verha^en- and Schald de fVert^ 
kito the Smith SeaSy thefe iftands^ which were not 
fuppofed to have been known before, obtiineti the 
denomination of Sebald'% Iflands^ ahd were from that 
lime placed in the charts ; though Frezier tells us, 
that they were yet confidered as of doubtful exift- 
ence. 

Their prefent Eng/iji nlme was probably given 
them (1689) by Strong, whofe journal j yet unprinted, 
may be found in the Mufeum. This name was adopt* 
fed by Halley^ and has from that time, I believe, been 
received into our maps* 

The privateers which were put into motion by the 
wars of William and Anne, faw thofe iflands and meur 
tion them \ but they were yet not confidered as terri- 
tories wocth a conteft. Strong affirmed that there was 
no wood, and Dampier fufpeded that they had no 
water* 

Frezier defcribes their appeafanCe with more dif- 
tindbnefs, and mentions fome fliips of St. Makes, by 
which they had been vifited, and to which he feems 
willing enough to afcribe the honour of difcovering 
iflands which yet he admits to have been feen by 
Hawkins i and named by Sebaldde Wert* He, I fup- 
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poTe, in hdnour of iiis( counlrymro, calied thetn the 
Ma/oidneSi the cknoihinition ndw nfed by the Spa^ 
mat'dsy who fcdn no<^ till very lately^ to have tbotight 
them important enough to dcfervc a namfe. 

Since the publication of Anfon's voyage, they have 
very much changed.their opinion, finding a fettlcment 
in Pepys's or Falkland's Ifland recommended by the 
author as neceffary t^the fuccefs of otir futut^e expe- 
ditions againft the coaft of Cki^i and as of fiich bft 
ahd im|^rtance, that it would pi(odiWe' dlUny advan-J^ 
tages in peace, mid in war would make; \ii maftefs df 
the South Sea. # ^ ' ' 

Scai?cely any degrfee <rf judgment is fiifBcient td 
.reftrain the imagift&tion from magnifying that on 
which it is long detained. The relWor of Anfm% 
voyage had heated his mind with its various tytnts, 
had partaken the hope with whith it was begun, and 
*the veication (uflfered by its various mifcarriages, and 
then thought nothing could be of grisater benefit to 
tl^e iiation than that which might promote the fuccfefe 
of fuch another enterprile. 

Had the heroes of that hiftory even perfornied and 
attained all that when they firft fpread their fails they 
. ventured to, hope, the cfonfequence would yet have 
produced very little hurt to the Spaniards, and very 
little benefit to the Englijh* They would have tak^ftt 
a few towns ; Anfon and his companions would haVtt 
fhared the plunder 6t the ranfom^ sfnd (he Spaniards f 
finding their fouthern territories acccffible, would for 
the future haVfe guarded them better. 

That fuch aTeT:tlement may be df ufe in war^ no^ 

man that conliders its fitiiation will deny. But ww 

is- not the whole bufinefe of iifcj it happens but 
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feJdomK ^nd every nia«> eitiij^ gwd or wife, wi(Jic«j 
that its frequency were ftill lefs. That conduft which, 
betrays defigns of future hoftility, if it docs not excite 
violence, will always generate m^Ufffity j, it mufl: for 
ever exQludci confidence and friendflvip, and continue 
a^ ccild and flu^ifti rivalry, by a fly^ reciprocation of 
indircd injuries, without the bravery of war^^or th? fe- 
curity pf peace. 

Th^ advantage of fuch a fettlement in time of 
peace is, 1 think, not eafily to be proved. For 
what ufe can it have but of a flat ion for contraband 
traders, a nurfery of fraud, and a receptacle of tjieft ? 
NarborQUgh^ about a century ago, was of opinion, that 
no advantage could be obtained in voyages to the 
South S^a^ except by fuch an armament as, with ^ 
failor's morality, migh trade by force. It is well 
known that the prohibitions of foreign commerce are^ 
in thefe countries, to the laft degree rigorous, and that 
no maii-not ^uthprized by the king of Spain can trade 
there but by force or ftealth. Whatever profit is ob- 
tained muft be gained by the violence of rapine, or 
dexterity of fraud- 

Qoven|m?i)t will not perhaps foon arrive .at fucft 
purity and excellence, but that fome c6niuvance: at 
le^fl: will be iqdulged to the triumphant robber and 
fuccefeful qhtot, He that brings wealth hon>e is 
feldom interrogated by what means it was obtained, j i 
This, however^ is one of thofe modes of corruptioa 
with which a>ankind ought always to ftruggle, and 
which they may in tiqje hope to overcome, Therq 
i§ reafoa to expeft, that ^ (he world is more en-t 
Ij^btei^^i policy j^id morality will at 1^ be recon^ 
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ciled, ^nd that nations will learn not to do what they 
would not fuflfer. 

But the filent toleration of fufpedked guilt is a de- 
gree of depravity fer below that which openly incite? 
and manifcftly protefts it. To pardon a pirate may 
be injurious to mankind; but how much greater is 
the crime *of opening a port in which all pirates (hall 
be fafe ? The contraband trader is not more worthy 
of protedions : if with Narhorough he trades by force, 
he is a pirate ; if he trades fecretly, he is only a thief^. 
Thofe who honeflly refufe his trafEck he hates as ob- 
ftruftors of his profit ; and thofe with whom he deals 
he cheats, becaufe he knows that they dare not com-r 
plain. He lives with a heart full of that malignity 
which fear of detection always generates in thofe ' who 
are to defend unjuft acquifitions againft lawful autho- 
rity; and when he comes home with riches thus ac-. 
quired, he brings a mind hardened in evil, too proud 
for reproof, and too ftupid for refledtion ; he offends 
the high by his infolence, and cormpts the low by his 
example. 

Whether thefe truths were forgotten or defpifedj^ 
or whether fome. better purpofe was then in agitation, 
the reprefentatlon made in Anfon^s voyage had fucU 
cffed upon the ftatefmen of that time, that ( in 1748) 
fome floops were fitted out for the fuller knowledge of 
Pepys's and Falkland's IJlands and for further difcoveries 
4 in the South Sea. This expedition, though perhaps 
defigned to be fecret, was not long concealed from 
fVall^ the Spanijh ambaffador, who fo veheqiently op- 
pofed it, and fo ftrongly maintained the right of tho 
S^anmd^ to ttie ?3cclvifive dominion qf the South Se^ 
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tfeat the FeHglifli miniftry relinquiflied part of their ori- 
ginal defigOj^iiid declared that the examination of thofe 
two iflan45 wfts the utmoft that their orders fliould 
tomprife. 

This conceffion was fufEciently liberal or fuffi- 
?iently fubmiffive j yet th^ Spanijh court was neither 
gratified by our kindn^fs, nor foftened by our humility. 
§ir Benjamin JLeene^ who th?n refided at Madrid^ was 
interrogated by Carvajal concerning the vifit intended 
to Pepys*s and Falkland's IJlands in terms of great jea- 
loufy and difcontent ; and the intended expedition 
was reprefented, if not a? a dire^ violation of the late 
peace, yet as an adt inconfiftent with amicable in- 
J:entions, and contrary to the profefljons of mutual 
kindnefs whicji then paffed between Spain and Eng^ 
Iflnd* fCeene vffis direfted to protefl: that nothing more 
than mere difcovery was intended, and that no fet- 
tlement was to J^e eftabliljied. The Spaniard readily 
replied, that if this was a voyage of wanton .curiofity, 
it might be gratified with lefs trouble, for he was will- 
ing to coqimunicate wlj^tevier was known j that to go 
fo far only to come back, was no reafonable ad j and 
it would be a flender facrifice to peace and friend (hip to 
omit a voyage in which nqthing was to be gained ; 
that if we left the placps 4S we found tlicm, the voyr- 
age was ufelefs ; and if we took pofleflion, it was a 
boftile armament, nor could we e^pedl that the Spani^ 
ards would fuppofe us to vifit the fouthern parts of 
America only from curiofity, after the fcheme propofed 
^)y the author of Jnfon's voyage. 

When once we had difowned all purpofe of fet« 
ItUng, it is apparent that we could not defend the 

H 4 propriety 
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propriety of our expedition by arguments .equiTak»e 
to Carvajars objedions. The miniftry tberefore dif- 
miffed the whole delign, but no 40ckratiott was re-f 
quired by which our right to purfue it hereafter might 
be annulled. 

From this time Falk/atfd^s Ifiani was forgotten o# 
neglefted, till the conduct of naval affairs was in-i 
trufted to the Earl of Epnont^ a man whofe mind 
was vigorous and ardent, whole knowledge was exten- 
five, and whofe defigns were magnificent ; but who 
had fomewhat vitiated his judgment by too miKh in- 
dulgence of romantiek projeds and airy fpeeuktion^. 

Lord Egmont'^ eagernefs after fomething aew de- 
termir^ed him to make inquiry after Falkland^ IJlandy 
and he fcnt out Captain Byrony who in the beginning ^ 
of the year 1 765, took, he fiiys, a formal poffeffion iq 
the name of his Britannick Majefty. 

"The pofitffion of this place is, according to Mr. 
ByrorC% reprefentation, no defpicable acquifition. He 
conceived the ifland to be fix or feven hundred naHe* 
round, and reprefented it as a region naked in- 
deed of wood, but which, if that defeft were fup- 
plied, would have all that nature, ajmoft all that 
luxury could want. The harbour he found capa- 
cious and fecure, and therefore thought it worthy of 
the name of Epnont. Of water there was no want, 
and the ground, he dcfcribed as having all the ex-» 
cellencies of foil, and as covered with antifcorbutick 
herbs, the reftoratives of the failor. Provifion was 
eafily to be had, for they killed almoft every day an 
hundred geefc to each (hip, by pelting them With 
ftones. Not content with phyfick and with food, 
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he feardied yet deeper f[Mr the vdta cf the new do^ 
tnj^inn^ He dug ia queftof ore, found iron m ^h\m* 
^booe, and did not defpair of nobler metals. 
^^ country thus fertile and ddightful, fortunttelj^ 
found where none would have expcAed it» about the 
fiftieth degree of fouthem latitude, could not with- 
out great fupinenefs be aegleCled. Early in the 
next year (^January 8, 1766) Captam Macbride af* 
rived 4it Port Egmont^ where he credaed a fmall 
blockhoufe, and Rationed a garrifon^ His defcrip- 
tion 5)Cas Ipfs flattering. He found, what he calls, 
a niafs of iflands and broken lands, of which the 
foil was nothing but a bc^, with jio better profpedt 
than that of barren mountains, beaten by ftormt 
altnoft perpetual. Yet this, fays he, is fumtner, 
and if the winds of winter hold their natural prp-^ 
portion, thofe who lie but two cables' length from 
the ftiore, muft pafe weeks without any comthiini- 
cation with it. The plenty which regaled Mr. j3jrrj«> 
and which might have fupported not only anniea, 
but anxiies of Patagons^ was no loiter to be fboiid* 
The geefe weiie too wife to ftay when men violated 
their haunts, and Mr. Macbridi^ crew could oilly 
now and then kill a goofe when the weather would 
permit. All the qu^rupeds which he met there 
were foxes, fuppofed by him to have been brought 
Upon the ice ; but of ufclefs animals, fuch as fea 
lions and penguins, which he calis vermin^ the, 
number was incredible. He allows, however, that 
thofe who touch at thefe iflands may find geefe and 
foipes^ and in the fummer months^ wild celery and 

No 
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No token was fcch by either, of any fettlement evei* 
made upon this ifland, and Mr. Macbride thought 
himfelf fo fecure from hoftile difturbance, that when* 
he erefted his wooden blockhoufe he omitted to open 
the ports and loopholes. 

' When a garrifon was ftationed at Fort Egmont y it 
was neceffary to try what fuftenance the ground could 
be by culture excited tp produce. A garden was pre^- 
pared, but the plants that fprung up, withered, away 
in immaturity. Some fir-feeds, were fown; but though 
this be the native tree of rugged climates, the young 
firs that rofe above the ground died like weaker her- 
bage. The cold continued long, and the ogean feldom 
was at reft. 

. Cattle (ucceeded better than vegetables. Goats^ 
iheep, and hogs, that were carried thither, were found 
to thrive and incrcafe as in other places. 

fiil mcrtalibus arduum efi. There is nothing which 
human courage will not undertake, and little that 
liuman patience will not endure. The garrifon lived 
upon FalklanSf% Ifland^ ftirinking from the blaft, and 
fliuddering at the billows. 

Thb was a colony which coyld never become in- 
dependent, for it never could be able to maintain itfelf. 
The neceflary fupplies w^rc annually fent from England^ 
at an expence which this Admiralty begap to think 
would not quickly be repaid. But fhanje of deferting 
a projeft, and unwillingnefs to contend with a projeAor 
that meant well, continued the garrifon, and fupplied 
it with regular remittances of ftores and provifion. 

That of which we were almoft weary ourfelves, 
we did pot cxped, any on? to envy; and therefore 
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Aippofed that we Ihould be permitted to refide in 
Falkland*^ IJlandy the undifputed lords of tempeft- 
be^ten barrennefs. 

But on the 28th o( November 1769, Captain Hunty 
£)bferving a Spanifk fchooner hovering about the ifland 
and furveying it, fent the commander a meffage, by 
which he required him to depart. The Spaniard made 
an appearance of obeying, but in two days came back 
with letters written by the governor of Port Solidady 
and brought by the chief officer of a fettlement on the 
caft part oi Falkland's IJland. 

In this letter, dated Malouina, November 30, the 
governor complains, that Captain Hunt^ when he 
ordered the fchooner to depart, aflfumed a power to 
which he could have no pretenfions, by fending an 
imperious meffage to the Spaniards in the king of 
Spain's own dominions. 

In another letter, fent -at the fame time, he fup^ 
pofes the EngliJJi to be in that part only by accident, 
and to be ready to depart at the firft warning. This 
letter was accompanied by a prefent, or which, fays 
he,, if it be neither equal to my dejire nor to your merits 
you muft impute the deficiency to the fitiiation of us 
both. 

In return to this hoftile civility. Captain Hunt 
warned them from the ifland, which he claimed in the 
jiame of the king, as belonging to the EfigliJJi by right 
of the firft difcovery and the firft fettlement. 

This was an affertion of more confidence than 
pertainty. The right of difcovery indeed has al- 
ready appeared to be probable, but the right which 

priority 
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priority of fettlement confers I kijow not whether w^ 
ydt can eftablifli. 

On December lo, the officer fent by the governor 
of Port Solidad made three protefts againft Captain 
ffunty for threatening to fire upon him; for oppofing 
bis entrance into Port Egmoni ; and for entering hiqi-. 
felf into Port Solidad. On the 12th the Governor of 
Port Solidad formally warned Captain Hunt to leave 
Port Egmont^ and to forbear the navigation of thefe feaSji 
without permiffion from the king of Spain. 

To this Captain Hunt replied by repeating his former: 
claim; by declaring that his orders were to keep 
pofleffion; and by once more warning the Spaniards. 
to depart. 

^ The next month produced more protefts and morqr 
replies, of which the tenor was nearly the fame. Th^ 
operations of fuch harmlefs enmity having produce^ 
jio eflfedt, were then reciprocally difcontinued, and the 
^nglijlt were left for a time to enjoy the pleafures of 
jMlkland^s I/land vfiihout rnoleftation. 

This tranquillity, however, did not laft long. A, 
few months afterwards (^June 4, 1770) the fndujiry^ 
a SpaniJIi frigate, commanded by an officer wjiofe nam© 
was Madariaga^ anchored in Port Egmgnt^ bound, asi 
was faid, for Port Solidady and reduced, by a paf-i 
fage from Buenos Jyres of fifty-three days, to want of 
water. , - 

TlWee days afterwards four other frigates entere4 
^he port, and a broad pendant, fuch as is borne by 
the commander of a naval armament, was dilplaye4 
frofti |he Indujlry. C^ptai^ Partner qf the Swify 
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"ft-igate, who commanded the garrifon, ordered the 
crew of the Swift to come on (hore, and affift in its 
defence ; and direded captain Mattby to bring thd 
Favourite frigate, which he * commanded, nearer til 
the land. The Spaniards eafily difcovering the pur- 
pofe of his motion, let him know, that if he weighed 
his anchor, they would fire upon his (hip; but 
paying no regard to thefe menaces, he advanced 
towards the fliore. The SpaniJIi fleet followed, and 
two (hots were fired, which fell at a didancefrom him. 
He then fent to inquire the reafon of fuch hodi- 
lity, and was told that the (hots were intended only 
4is fignals. 

Both the Englijh Captains wrote the next day ta 
Madarlaga the SpamJIi Commodore, warning him from 
the ifland, as from a place which the Englijh held by 
right of difcovery. 

Madariaga^ who (eems to have had no de(ire of 
tinneceflTary mifchief, invited them {^une 9) to fend 
an officer who (hould take a view of his forces, that 
they might be convinced of the vanity of refidance, 
and do that without compulfion which he was upon 
refufal prepared to enforce* 

An officer was fent, who found fixteen hundred 
men, with a train of twenty-feven cannon, four 
rhortars, and two hundred bombs. The fleet con- 
fl(ted of five frigates, from twenty to thirty guns, 
which were now (lationed oppofite to the Block- 
houfe* 

He then fent them a formal memorial, in which 
he maintained his mafter's right to the whole Ma* 
gdlanick region, and exhorted the Englijh to retire 
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quietly from the fettlement, which they could niithff 
juftify by right, nor maintain by power. 

He offered them the liberty of carrying away what^ 
ever they were defirous to remove, and promifed hi^ 
receipt for what ftiould be left, that no lofs might ht 
fufFered by them. 

His pfopofltions were expreiTed in terms of great 
civility ; but he concludes with demanding an anfwer 
in fifteen minutes. 

Having while he was writing received the letters of 
warning written the day before by the EngliJIi Cap- 
tains, he told them that he thought himfelf able to 
prove the king of Spain s title to all thofe countries, 
but that this was no time for verbal altercations. He 
perfifled in his determination, and allowed only fifteen 
nlinutes for an anfwer* 

To this it was replied by Captain f'armer^ that 
though there had been prefcribed yet a fliorter time, 
he ftiould ftill refolutely defend his charge; that this, 
whether menace or force, would be confidered as an 
infult on the Britijfi flag, and that fatisfadion would 
certainly be required. 

On the nfext day {June lo) Madariaga landed his 
forces, and it may be ea^ly imagined that he had no 
bloody conqueft. The Englijh had only a wooden 
blockhoufe^uilt dXJVoohvich, and carried in pieces to 
the Ifland, with a fmall battery of cannon. To contend 
with obftinacy had been only to lavifli life without ufe 
or hope. After the exchange df a very few fliots, a 
capitulation was propofed. 

The Spanijli Comm^ander afted with moderation ; he 
exerted little of the conqueror ^ what he had offered 
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Wfore the attack, he granted after the viAory i the 
Englifh were allowed to leave the place with every 
iionour, only their departure was delayed by the terms 
of the capitulation twenty days ; and to fecure their 
•ftay, the rudder of the Favourite was taken off. 
What they defired to carry away they removed with- 
out rnoleftation ; and of what they left an inventory 
was drawn, for which the Spanijh officer by his receipt 
promifed to be accountable. 

Of this petty revolution, fo fadden and fo diftant, 
the Englijh miniftry could not poffibly have fuck 
notice as might enable them to prevent it. The 
conqueft, if fuch it may be called, coft but three 
.days 3 for the Spaniards^ either fuppofing the garrifon 
ftroDger than it was, or refolving to truft nothing to 
chance, or confidering that, as their force was greater^ 
there was lefs danger of bloodlhed, came with a power 
•that made refiftance ridiculous, and at once demanded 
and obtained pofleflion. 

The firft account of any difcpntent exprcffed by 
the Spaniards was brought by Captain Hunty who 
arriving at Plymouth, June 3, 1770, informed the Ad* 
miralty that the ifland had been claimed in December 
by the Governor of Port Solidad. 

This claim, made by an officer of fo little dignity, 
.without any known diredion from his fiy)eriors, could 
be confidered only as the zeal or officioiSfnefs of an 
individual, unworthy of publick notice, or the formality 
of remonftrance. 

. In AuguJI Mr. Harris y the refident at Madrid^ 
gave notice to lord Weymouth of an account newly 
brought to Cadizy that the Englijh were in pofleflion 
of Port Cuizada, the fame which we call Port Eg. 
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tn&ntf in the Mag^lMick fea; that in January thef 
bad -warned away two Spani/^i > (hips ; and that ai> 
armameHt was fent out in May from Buims Ayrti to 
diflodge them. 

It was perhaps not yet certain that this account 
ivas true ; but the information, however faithful, was 
too kte for prevention. It was eafily known, that % 
fleet di(i)atched in May had before Augufi fucceeded 
or mifcarried. 

In OSlobeTj Captain Makby came to England, and 
gave the account which I have now epitomifed, of his 
expulfion from FalMand*^ IJlands. 
- - From this moment the whole nation can witneft 
that no time was loft* The navy was furveyed, the 
Ihips refitted j and commanders appointed; and a pow- 
erful fleet was aflfembled, well manned and well ftored^ 
with expedition after fo long a peace peAaps never 
Icnown before, and with vigour which after the wafte 
of fo long a war fcarcely any other nation had beett 
tapable of everting* 

* This preparation, fo illuftrious in the eyes oiEurape^ 
^ind fo efficacious in its event, was obftruded by this 
tatmoft power of that noify fadion which has too long 
filled the kingdom, fometimes with tlie roar of empty 
Hicaaoe, and fortletimes wnth the yell of hypocritical 
lamentMion. Every man faw, and every honcft man 
faw witfe deteftation, that they who defircd to foi-de 
their fovereign into war, endeavoured at the fame'^time 
to difable him from aftion- 

The vigour and fpirit of the miniftry eafily broke 
throu^ aH the machinations of thefe pygmy rebels, 
and eur armament was quickly fuch as was likely tt> 
make oar negociations cfFctfhial. 

The 
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. The prince of Maffcran^ \n his firft conference with 
the EngUJh hiinifters on this occafion, owned that h^ 
had from Madrid received intelligence that the Engliflk 
had been forciblf expelled from Falkland's IJland by 
Buccar^lU^ the governor of Buetio$ Ayns^ without any 
particular orders froip the king of Spm» But being 
a&ed) whether in his, mailer's name he diravowe4 
fiuctanlli^^ viQleiice> he rcfufed to aafwer withput 
dinp^Jtion. 

Tbi5 fcene of ^^qqi^tjon was now removed to 
Madrid^ and^in September Mr. Harris was direded tq 
deoiaqd from Grimafdi the Spamjk roinifter^ the reftltu- 
tion of Fa/iioH^s iflandf af]d a difavowal o[ Buc^areJU*^ 
Jioftilijti^. 

Jt wa$ to be jsxpeded that Grimaldi would objoS; 
to w our own behaviour* who had ordered the Spa>^ 
maris to depart frocn the fame iflapd. To this it 
was mplied. That the English forces were indeed 
direfted to warn other nations away« but if com<r 
pliwce were r?ftifedf to proceed quietly in making 
their fcttkmf nt, and fuffer the fubjeds of whatever 
pO^«^ to remain there without moleftation. By pof^ 
feflion thus takeoi th^e was only a difputabie claim 
advanced, which might be peaceably and r^uUrly 
decided, without infult and without forces and if 
the Spaniards had complained at the Briti^ courts 
their reafons would have been heard, and all injuries 
ledreflcdj but that, by prefuppofing the juftice pf 
their own title, and having recourfe to arms, without 
any previous notice or remonftrance, they had violated 
the peace, and infulted the Brit^/h government ; and 
therefore it was expeded thj.t f;|tisfadion (hould bp 
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made by publick difavowaT, and immediate rcftitu- 
tioni. 

^ The anfwcr of Grimaldi was ambiguous and cold. 
He did not allow that any particular orders had been 
given for driving the EngliJIi from their fettlement ; 
but made no fcruple of declaring, that fuch an ejeitioA 
was nothing more than the fettlers might have ex- 
pefted ; and that BuccarelH had not, in his opinion^ 
incurred any blame, as the general injunctions to the 
^American governors were, to fuffer no in<Jroacbments 
bn the Spanifi dominions. 

In 05lbher the prince of MaJJeran propofed a con- 
vention for the accommodation df differences by mu- 
tual conceffions, in which the warning given to the 
Spaniards by Hunt (hould be disavowed on one fide, 
and the violence ufed by Buccarellp on the other* 
This offer was confidered as little left than a new in- 
fult, and Grimaldi was told, that injury required repa* 
hition ; that when either party had fuffered evident 
wrong, there was not the parity fubfifting which is 
implied in conventions and contracts ; that we con- 
fidered ourfelves as openly infulted, and demanded 
fatisfadion plenary and unconditional. 

Grimaldi affeded to wonder that we were not yet 
appeafed by their conceflSons. They had, he faid, 
granted all that was required;^ they had crfFered to 
reftore the ifland in the ftate in which they found it; 
but he thought that they likewife might hope for fome 
regard, and that the warning fent by Hunt would be 
difavowed. 

Mr. Harris, our minifter at Madrid, infilled that 
the injured party had a right to unconditional repa* 

ration. 
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-Nation, and Grimaldi delayed his anfvw^r tisat a cbCtncil 
" might be called. In a few ^ys orders Awre difpatch- 
cd to prince Majferan^ by which he was commiffipoai 
-to declare the kiftgof^i^wS^Vreadinefs-to fctisfylthe 
demands of the \Lva% of SnglMnd^ iil ^j^dlatioa of 
receiving from him reciproqal fatisfaftibn, by thetdif- 
avowal, fo often required, of Hunf% warhii^. 

Findmg the Spaniartis difpofed to m^ke no other ac*- 
■inowledgments, the EngUJh miniftry cOnfiddred-a waf 
OS not likely to be Idng. avoided- in the latteiS endx^ 
Novmiber ^IVate, notice Was givdn of th^ir- danger to 
th^ marchante at C^diz^ .arid the officers ^bfent froto 
'Gibraltar "wttk Sraaaanded to- their pofts. QurnaAral 
force was every ^day increafed, and we made no abatib« 
TOcnt of out original demand* . , 

: The obftinady of the Spdni^ coiirt flJU continued^ 
and about the end of the year all hope of recohcilia^ 
tion was fo n^u4y extiriguifhed, thit Mr.- Har^is'xva^ 
direded to withdtaW, with the ufual forii^s^-frem hi» 
refidencc at Madrid. . * '- i v 

• Moderation is commonly firni, and firmncfs is 
commonly fuccefsful; having not fwelled our firft 
reqiiilition with any fuperfluous appendagjesj we had 
nothing to yield, we therefore only repeated our 
firft propofition, prepared for war^ though defirous 
•f peace ' 

• About thb time, as is Well known j the king of 
Prance difmiffed Choifeul from his employments.; 
What effect this revolution of the French court had 
upon the Spani/h counfels, I pretend not to be in-, 
formed. Choifeui had always profefled pacifick dif- 
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pofitiom^ nor is it eertMn, Kbwcvmr it may be fof^ 
pe&edt thtt be talked in di&rent fttaim to differcitt 
Ipirties. 

Tt foems to be almoft ^ uaiTerfal errour of hiflo* 
naoft to ibppofe it piititically, as k is pbyfiGxUy true, 
that every d&ft has a proportionate ouofe* In ttie 
inanimate a^ion of matter upon matter, the motion 
pfod^<ed can be but equal to the force of the moting 
jwmr f but the op^ations of life, whether private dr 
publick, admit no fuch laws. The caprices of vo«* 
hmtary i^nts kugh at calculation. It is not always 
that there is a ftrong reafbn ior a gieat event. 01> 
ftinacy and fleitibility, malignity and kindnels, give 
{dtee dtemately to each other^ and the reafon of 
thefe viciffitudes, however important may be the con* 
^uences^ often efcapes the mkid iu which the change 
is made. 

Whether the alteratiM which begisn in Jmuary to 
iq)pear in the Spamjk Goma(els> had any crther cai^ 
than coninftion of the impropriety of their paft coo^ 
duft, and of 4he doi^er of a new war^ h is not eafy 
to decide ^ but they beg^» whatever was the reafon, 
to relax their haugbtinefsy and Mr. Harrises dq)afturt 
was countermanded. 

Hie demands firft made by Etfg/anJ were ftBl con* 
tinued^ and on January 2 2d, the pnnce oiMaJetcm 
delivered a declaration, in which tlie king of Spain 
dijmvpws ike vMtf^ enterprije of Buccanttiy and pro-^ 
miies to reftert the port and fert eallidEgsnoat^ n&ith all 
ti4 artillery andftores^ according to tke inventory* 

To this promiie <^ neftitution is fub|Q)ned that tJiis% 
^agtment to r^ore Port Egmont, cannot^ nor ought 

m 
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k any mfe t$ afftS the tpufikn tf tie pri^r right (f 
fovereigmy €f the Malouiae othtrmfk iaUed FalkkndV 
Wands* 

This conceflion was «ccq>ted by the Earl of Roch^ 
ford^ who declared on the part of his noaftcr, that the 
prince of Mafferan being authorized by his oathoiick 
majefly, to offer in his majtfty's name to the king of 
Great Britain, a fatisfaffion for the itgwy dmie him by 
^fP^ffdJ^ ^^ ^f P^i^ Egmont, and having, figned 
a declaration expreffing that his cathdtck-majeily 
difavo%»s the expeditim againft Port f^mont, and eo* 
gages to reftore it in the ftate in which it flood before 
the lOth of June 1770, his Britannick majefty will 
Jook upon the /aid dec/aratioHy^ together with the ftdl 
ferformatue of the engagement m the part tf his eathoUck 
majefty^ as a fatisfa£iion for the injury done to the ermm 
^ Great Britain. 

This is all that was originally demanded. The ex« 
pediticm is difavowed^ and the ifland is reftored. An 
injury k acknowledged by the reception of Locd BLoch* 
fotdS paper, who twice mentions the word ii^wry and 
twice the word fatisfaSlion. 

The Spaniards have ftipulated that the grant cf poC- 
feffion ihall not preclude the queiUon of prior right, 
a queilion which we (hall probably make no hafte to 
difcufs, and a right of which no formal refighation was 
ever required. This referve has fupplied matter for 
much clamour, and perhaps the EngUJh miniftiy 
would have been better plcafed had the declaration 
■ been without it. But when we have obtained all 
that was aiked, why Ihould we complain that we 
have not more ? When the poflcffion is conceded^ 
where is the evil that the right, which that con- 
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ccflSoh fuppofes to be merdy hypothetical, is referred 
to the Greek calends for a future difquiCtion ? Wen5 
the Switzer^ lefs free or lefs fecure, becaufe after theiir 
defeftion from the houfe ofAufiria they had never been 
ideclared independent before the treaty oifFeJiphalia f 
Is: the king of France lefs a fovereign beqaufe the king 
pf England partakes his title ? 

If fovereignty implies undifputed right, fcarce any 
prince is a fovereign through his whole dominions ; 
if fovereignty confifts in this, that no fuperiour is ac- 
knowledged, our king reigns at Tort Egmont with' 
fovereign authority. Almoft every new acquired ter- 
ritory is in fome degree controvertible, and -till the 
controverfy is decided, a term very difficult to be 
fixed, all thaj: can be had is real pofleffion and a£tua} 
dominion. 

This furely is a fufficlent anfwer to the feudal gabr 
-ble of a man who is every day leffening that fplendour 
of. charafter which once illuminated the kingdom, 
then dazzled, and afterwards inflamed it ; and for 
whom it will be happy if the nation fli^l at laft difr 
mifs him to namelefs obfcurity, with that equipoife of 
blame and praife which Corneille allows to Richlieu^ a 
man who, 1 thiak, h^d mucji of his merit, and i^any 
of his faults. 

f\(^cun parJe a/M gre de ee grand Caripnal^ 
t . Mats four moije tCen ^rai rim ; 

i/ m' a fait trpp de bien pour en dire du pial^ 
n m' a fait trop dc malpoj^r en dire du bian. 

To pufh advantages too far is neither generous 
.ftor jvift- ^Ha4 we infifted on ^ conceffion pf ante- 

cedent 
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«dent right, it may not mifbecomc us, either as; 
moralifls or politiciai^, to confider what GritMlM^ 
could baye anfwered. We have already, he might) 
fity, granted you the whole effeft of right, and havc» 
not denied you the narae.J We have not faid that thc^ 
right was ours before this conceffion, but only thati. 
what right we had, is not by this conceiSon vacated.- 
We have now for more than two centuries niled large; 
tcafts of the American continent, by a claim which per-; 
haps is valid only upon this confideration, that no 
pow;er can produce a better; by the right of difcoveiy. 
and prior fettlement. And by fuch titles almoft all 
the dominions of the earth are holden, except that- 
their original is beyond memory, and greater obfcurity^ 
^ves them greater veneration. Should we allow this- 
plea to be annulled, the whole fabrick of our empire 
thakes at the foundation. When you fuppofe your-- 
fclves to have firft defcried the difputed ifl^nd, you^ 
fuppofe what you can hardly prove. We were at leaft- 
the general difcoverers of the Magellanick region, and 
have hitherto held it : with all its adjacencies. The 
juftice of this tenure the world has hitherto admitted, 
and yourfelves at Icaft tacitly allowed it, when about 
twenty years ago you defifted from your purpofed ex- 
pedition, and exprefsly difowned any defign pf fettling, 
where you are now not content to fettle and to 
reign, without extorting fuch a confeffion of original 
right, as may invite every ot-her nation to follow 
you. 

To confiderations fuch as thefe, it is reafonable to 
wapute that anxiety of the Spamards^ from which 
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tile impc^afice ci this ifland is iofentd by Jmmt^ cme 
df tbe few writers td bis defpioddc fadion who(e name 
does not difgiuce the page of an opponent. The vakie 
of the thing diluted may be very different to him tbat^ 
gains and him that lofes it. The Sf<miarJsyhy yielding 
FdlklMi'% IJknd^ have admitted a precedent of what 
they think encroachment; have fufl^d a breach to 
be made in the outworks of their empinf ; and, not* 
withftanding the referve of prior right, have fuffibrsd % 
dangerous exertion to the pitfcriptive tenure of their 
Ainerican territories. 

Such is the lofs of Sfdn ; let us now compute tho 
profit oi Britain. We have, by obtaining a difavowat 
of BttccareUi*% expediti(Hi, and a reftitution of our &t* 
tlement, maintained the honour of the crown, and the 
fuperiority of our influence. Beyond this what haye 
We acquired ? What, but a bleak and ^ootny Mttv4t, 
an iiland thrc^n afide from human ufe, flormy ia 
winter, and barren in fummer ; an ifland which not 
the foutbem favages have dignified with habitation : 
where a garrifon mufl be kept in a fUte that con<^ 
templates with envy the exiles of Siberia ; of wliidi 
the expence will be perpetual, and the ufe <mly oc- 
cafiond^ and which, if fortune fmile upon our la« 
bours, may become a neft of fmugglers in peace, 
and in war the refuge of future Buccaniets. To aH 
this the government has now given ample atteftatiim, 
for the iiland has been fince abandoned, and perhaps 
was kept only to quiet clamours, with an intention^ 
liot then Wholly concealed, of quitting it in a (hort 
time. ' 

This 
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This is the country of which we have now poflfcf- 
fioB, and of which a numerous party pretends to wi(h 
that we had murdered thoufands.for the titular fo- 
¥e^ei{^y« To charge any men with fuch madnefs, 
af^roachos to an accufation defeated by its own in^ 
oredibiKty. As they have been long accumulating 
wifehoods/ it is pofiible that they are now only adding 
another to the heap, and tliat they do not mean all 
that they profefs. But of this faftion what evil may 
^ol be credited? They have hitherto (hewn no vir*- 
tue, and very little wit, beyxMid that mifchievous cun- 
ning for which it is held by Hale that children may bo 
ftanged. 

As war is the laft of remedies, cun^a prius tentanda^ 
aH kwfol expedients muft be ufed to avoid it. As 
war is the cactBcmity of evil, it is furely the duty of 
tibofe whcift ftation intrufts them with the care of na« 
tions, to avert it from their charge. There are dif- 
c^fes of arsimal nature which nothing but amputation 
am fem6ve ; fo there may, by the depravation of hu- 
naan pafficms, be fometimcs a gangrene in coUeAive life 
for which fire and the fword are the neceiiary remedies ; 
but in what can ikill or caution be better (hewn than 
preventing fuch dreadful operations, while there is yet 
room for gentler methods ? 

It is wcmderful with what coolnefs and indifference 
the greater part of mankind fee war commenced. 
Thofe that hesu* <^ it at a diflance, or read of it in 
boo3cs, but have never prefented its evils to their 
minds, coniider it as little more than a fplendid game^ 
^ proclamation, an army, a battle, and a triumpli* 
Some indeed muft perifh in the mod fucceisfur field, 
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but they die upon the bed of honour, refign their livet 
amidji the joys of conquefty andy filled wiM England'^ 
glory yfmile in death. 

The life of a modern foldier is ill reprefcnted by 
heroick fidlion. War has means of deftruftion more* 
formidable than the cannon and the fword* Of the* 
thoufands and ten thouiandsthat perifhed in our late 
cx>ntefts with France and Spaiuy a very fmall part ever 
felt the ftroke of an enemy; the reft languiflied in. 
tents and (hips, amidft damps and putrefadion; pale, 
torpid, ipiritlefs, and helplefs; gafping and groaning, 
unpitied among men, made obdurate by long conti- 
nuance of hopelefs mifery ; and were at laft whelmed- 
in pits, or heaved into the ocean, without notice and 
without remembrance. By incommodious encamp^i 
ments and unwholefomeftations, where courage isufe-^ 
lefs, and enterprife impradicable, fleets are filently di{i» 
peopled, and armies fluggiftily melted away. 

Thus is a people gradually, cxhaufted, for the'moft 
part, with little effedt. The wars of civilized nations 
make very flow changes in the fyftcm of empire*' 
The publick perceives fcarcely any akeratFori-bfut an 
increafe of debt ; and the few individuals who are be* 
nefitcd, are not fuppofed to have the cleareft right to" 
their advantages. If he that (hared the danger en- 
jo}'ed the profit, and after bleeding in the battle, grew 
rich by the vidory, he might ftiew his gains with^ 
Wt envy. But at the conclufion of a ten years' 
war, how are we recompenfed ^or the death of muU 
titudes apd the expence of millions, but By contem-% 
plating the fudden glories of paymaftprs and agents^- 
^:oAtra(Slors and commiflaries, whofe equipages fliine 
•- . ' lik^ 
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fike meteors, and whofe palaces rife- like cxhala^ 
tions ? 

Thefe are the men who, without virtue, labour, or 
hazard, are growing rich as their country isimpoverifh- 
cd; they rejoice when obflinacy or ambition ad4$ 
another year to ilaughter and devaftation ; and laugh 
from their deiks at bravery and fcience, while they arc 
adding figure to figure, and cipher to cipher, hoping 
for a new contrad from a new armament, and com- 
puting the profits of a fiege or tempeft. 

Tbofe who fufFer their minds to dwell on thefe con- 
fiderations will think it no great crime in the miniftry 
that they have not fnatched with eagernefs the firft 
opportunity of ruftiing into the field, when they were 
able to obtain by quiet negociation all the real good 
that vidory could have brought us. 

Of victory indeed every nation is confident before 
the fword is drawn; and this mutual confidence 
produces that w^ntopnefs of bloodflied that has {q 
joften defolated the world. But it is evident, that 
of contradiftory opinions one muft be wrong, and 
the hiftory oi mankind does not want examples that 
may teach caution to th^ daring, and moderation to 
the proud. . 

Let us not think our laurels blafted by conde- 
fcending to inquire, whether we might not poffibly 
grow rather lefs than greater by attacking Spain ? 
Whether w^ ihould have to contend with Spain 
alone, whatever has been promifed by our patriots, 
may very feafonably be doubted. A war declared 
for the empty (bund of an ancient title to a Magel- 
ffiffick rock, would raiC^ tl^e indi^tion of the earth 
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^inft 113. Thefc cncroachefs on tfee wafte of nal 
ture, fays our ally the Ruffian^ if they fucceed ill thttf 
fixft effort of ufurpation, will mak« war upon us for 
a title to Kamfckatfcka. Thefe univerfal fettlcrs, (ays 
<mt ally the /)tf«^j will in a (hort time fettle upon 
Greenland^ iind a fleet will batter CopenhagiH^ till we %tt 
willing to confefs that it always was their own. 

In a quarrel like this, it is not poffible that any 
power (hould favour us, and it is very likely that 
fome would oppofe us» The French^ we are told, 
are otherwife employed ; the contefts between the 
ling of France and his own fubjeds are fufficient to 
withhold him from fupporting Spain. But who does 
not know that a foreign war has often put a ftop to 
civil difcords ? It withdraws the attention of the pub- 
lick from domeftick grievances, and affbrdfi opportii- 
' nitics of difmifling the turbulent and reftlefs to diftant 
employments. The Spatitards have always an argu- 
ment of irrefiftible perfuafion. If France will not fup- 
port them againft England^ they will Arengthen En^ 
4and againft France. 

But kt us indulge a dream of idle fpeculation, 
and fuppofe ilmt we are to engage with Spahy and 
with Spain alone; it is not even yet very certain 
that much advantage will be gained. Spain i^ not 
eafily vulnerable ; her kingdom, by the lofs or cef* 
fion of many fragments of dominion, is become 
Tolid and compaft. The Spaniards have indeed no 
fleet able to oppofe \\% but they will not endeavour 
uilual oppofition ; they will fliut themlelves up ift 
their own territories, and let us exhauft cur feaiiien 
in ^ hfipeicfs fit ge* They will give commMions to 

privateers 
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jwivatcw x>f every nation^ who will prey upon Qur 
merchaptg without poffibility of reprifaL If they 
think their plate fleet in dang^r^they will forbid it to 
fet fail, aad live a while upou the credit of treafure 
which all Europe knows to be fafe ; and which, if our 
obflioacy &oi3ld cpntinue till they Qa^ no longer be 
without itj will be convjcyed to them with fecrecy 
and fecvrity by our natural enemies the French^ or by 
the Dutch our natural allies. 

But the whole continent of Spani/b America will He 
Open to invafioQ i we (hall have nothing to do but 
margh into thefe wealthy r^ions» and make their 
prefeat mfifleri confefs that they were always ours by 
Mcicbt i%ht. We (hall throw brafs and iron out of 
our bottfe^t and nothing but filver will be feen among 

U8» 

All this is very defirable, but it is not certain that 
U can be eafily atti^n^d. Laigp tra&s of America 
were added by the laft war to the Britijh dominions ; 
but, if the fiiftion credit their own Apollo^ they were 
ironquered in Germaf^. They at beft are only the 
barren parts of the continent, the refufe of the earlier 
adventuren, which the French^ who came laft, had 
taken only as better than nothing. 

Ag^oft the Spifm/k dominbns we have never 
kttfaerto been able to do much. A few privateers 
have grow© rkh at their expencc, but no fcheme of 
conqueft has yet been fuccef^l. •They are defended 
Aot by walls mounted with cannons which by cannons 
may be battered, but by the ftprms of the deep and 
the vapours of the land, by^ the flames of calenture 
and bkfts of peftilence. 

In 
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In the rdgh of Elizabeth^ the favourite period dt 
Englijh grcatnefs, no cntcrprifcs againft AfniHca *had 
kny other confequence than that of extending £»fi^ 
navigation. Here Cavendijk perifiied after all his 
hazards i and here Brake and HawkinSy great its thejr 
were in knowledge and in fame, having promifild 
honour to themfelves and dominion to the country^ 
funk by defperation and -mifery in di0ionourable 
graves. . - "^ 

* During the protedorfhip of Cromwell, a titae of 
which the patriotick tribes ftill- more ardently dtfift 
the return, the Spanijk dominions werd «^ain at^- 
tempted ; but here, and only here, the fortune c^ 
Cromwell made a paufe. His forces 'wtftt driven 
from Hi/paniolayhh hopes <rf pcrfTefflng the ff^e^ Indies 
vaniflied, and Jamaica was taken, only that the whoto 
expedition might not grow ri^iculduS* ^^ * 

• The attack of CanhageHa k yet wraembered^ 
where the Spaniards from the ramparts faw their in- 
vaders deftroyed by the hoftility of the elements j 
poifoned by the air, and crippled by the dewsj 
where every hour fwept away battalions j and; in the 
three days that pafled between the defcent :and to* 
embarkation, half an army perifhed* 

In the laft war the Havanna was taken, at what 
cxpence is too well remembered. May my country 
be never curfed with fuch another Conqueft I 

Thefe inftances of mlfcarriage, and thefe argu- 
ments of difficulty, may perhaps abate the military 
ardour of the Publick. Upon the opponents cf the 
government their operation will be different; they 
wi(h for war, but not for conqueit; vidtory would 
defeat their purpofes equally with peace, becaufe 
1 , profpcritjr 
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profperity would natuially continue. jtruft in thofc 
hands which had ufed it fortunately.* The patriots, 
gratified themfelves with expe6tations that fome 
finiftrous accident, or erroneous conduft, might dif- 
fiifc difcontcnt and inflame malignity. Their hope ia 
malevolence, and their good is evil. 
• Of their zeal for their country we have already 
had a fpecimen. While they were terrifying the na- 
tion with doubts whether it was any longer to exift; 
while they reprefented invafive armies as hoVering io 
the clouds, and boflile fleets as emerging firom the 
deeps ; they obftrufted our levies of feamen, airf em- 
barrafled our endeavours of defence. Of fuch men 
he thinks with unnecefl&ry candour who does not be-i 
lieve them likely to have promoted the mifcarriage 
which they defired, by intimidating our troops or be- 
traying our counfels. ^ 

It is confidered as an injury to the Publick by 
thofe f^guiiiary ftatefmen, that thoygh the fleet has 
been refitted and manned, yet no Hoftilities have 
followed; and they who fat wifhing for mifery and 
flaughter are difappointed of their pleafure. But as 
peace is the end of war, it is the end like wife of pre- 
parations for war; and he may be juftly hunted down 
as the enemy of mankind, that can choofe to fnatcji 
by violence and bloodftied, what gentler means caft 
equally obtain. 

' The miniftry are reproached as not daring to 
provoke an enemy, left ill fuqcefs ftiould difcredit 
and difplace them. I hope that they had better 
reafons; that they paid fome regard to equity and 
humanity ; and confidered themfelves as cntrufte^ 
with the fafety of their fcUow-fubjedts, a^d as the 
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defhroyers of ^1 that (hould be fvperfluoufly ilau^«» 
tend. But let u$ fuf^fe that their own dfety hac) 
feme influence on their condud, they will not, hovr« 
ever, fink to a lerel with their enemies. Thcnigh thd 
motive might be felfi(h» the ad was innocent* They 
who grow rich by adminifl:ering pbyfickt »re not to 
be numbered with them that g^et monc^.by dif- 
penfing pdfon. If they maintain power by harmr 
kflhefs and peace, they muft for ever be. at a ^eat 
diftance fmm ruffians wh^ would gain it by mifchtef 
and confufion. The watch of a dty m^y guard it 
for hire ; but are well employed in protefting it from 
thde who lie in wait to fire tl:u^ ftreets and rob thf 
houfes amidft the conflagration^ 

An unfuccefsful war would undoubtedly havt 
had the eSe£t which the enemies <^ the miniftr/ i9 
earneftly defire; for who could have Ciif^ained thi 
difgrace of foUy ending in misfortune? 3ut had 
wanton invalion undefervedly profpered^ had jF#4* 
iand^s IJland been yielded unconditionally with ^veiy 
right prior and pdleriori though the rabble might 
have fliouted, and the windows have blazed^ yef 
thofe who know the value of life, and the uncer^ 
tainty of publick credit, .would have iniirmuredt per* 
haps unheard, at the increafe of our debt and the lo^ 
of our people. 

This third of blood, however the vifible p«^^ 
moters of fediticm may think it convenient to (brink 
froni the accu&tion, is loudly avowed by Juims^ 
the writer to whom his party owes much of it; 
pride, and fome of its popularity. OC Jwms it 
cannot be &id, as of Ulyffis^ that he fcatteis ambi^ 
8 gifou/i 
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l^tis expreflions among the vulgar , for be cries ^^x- 
<wi .without referve, and endeavours to let flip the 
iojgs df foreign of of civil war, ignorant whither they 
ire going, and cafelefs what may be their prey. 

ytf«/i/j has fometimes made his fatire felt, but let 
tiOt injudicious admiration miftake the venorii of the 
ihaft for the vigour of the bow. He has- foftiettme!( 
fported with lucky malice j- but to him that knowii 
his company, it is not hard to be farcaftick lA a 
ftiaflc. While he walks like Jack tiff Giant-killer 
in a coat of darknefs, he may do much mifchief 
with little ftrength. Novelty Captivates the fuperfi- 
cial and thoughtlefs; vehemence delights the dif- 
contented and turbulent. ' He that contradifts ac- 
knowledged truth, will always have an audience; he 
that vilifies eftaWifhed authority will always find abet- 
tors. 

' Junius burft into notice with a bla^e of impudence 
iffrhich has-rardy glared upon the world before, and 
drew the rabble after him as a mdnfter makes a (how. 
When he had once provided for his fafety by impene- 
trable fecrecy, he had nothing to combat but truth 
and juftice, enemies whom he knows to be feeble in 
tfic dar^. Being then at liberty to indulge himfelf in 
All the immunities of invifibility ; out of the reach of 
danger, he has been bold ; out of the reach of (hame, 
he has been confident. As a rhetorician, he has had 
Ihe art of perfuading when he fbconded defire ; as a 
i^eafoner^ he has convinced thofe who had no doubt 
before; as a moralift, he has taught that virtue may 
disgrace;* and as a patriot, he has gratified the mean 
hf infults o;i the high. Finding fedition afcendant, 

Voii. VIII. X he 
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he has been able to advance it ; finding the nation 
combuflible, he has been able to inflame it. Let us 
abftraft from his mt the vivacity of infolcnce, -and 
withdraw from his efficacy the fympjj|thctick favour of 
plebeian malignity ; I do not fay that we (ball leave 
him nothing;, the caufe that I defend fcorns the help 
of falfehood ; but if we leave him only his merits what 
will be his praife ? 

It is not by his livelinefs of imagery, his pungency 
of periods> or his fertility of allufion, that he detains 
the cits of London^ and the boors of Middle/ex. Of 
Hyle and fentiment they take no cognizance. They 
admire him for virtues like their own, for contempt . 
of order and violence of outrage, for rage of defama - 
tion and audacity of falfehood. The fupporters of 
the Bill of Rights feel no niceties of compofition, nor 
dexterities of fophiftry ; their feculties are better pro* 
portioned to tjie bawl of Bellas^ or barbarity of Beck-' 
ford I but they arp^told that Junius is on their fide, 
and they are therefore fure that Junius \% infalli- 
ble. Thofe who know not whither he wo\ild lead 
them, refolve to follow him; 'and thofe who cannot 
find his meaning, hope he means rebellion. 

Junius i^zxi unufual phsenomenoir, on which fome 
have gazed v^ith wonder and fome with terrour, but 
ponder and terrour are tranfitory paflions. He will 
loon be more clofely viewed or more attentively ex- 
amined, and what folly has taken for a comet that 
from its flaming hair fliook peftilence and war, inquiry . 
. will find to be only a meteor formed by the vapours 
of putrefying democracy, and kindled into flame by 
the efiervefixoce of interefl ftruggling with con* 
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^^dioni which after having plunged its followers in 
a bog, will leave us inquiring why vft regard it* 

Yet though I cannot think theftyle o( Junius fecure 
firom criticifm, ^ough his expreffions are often trite, 
and his periods feeble, I (hould never have ilationed 
him where he has placed hinnfelf, had I not rated him 
by his morals rather than his feculties. What, fays 
Fopfy muft be the prieft, where a monkey is the 
^xi ? What muft be the drudge of a party of which 
the heads are ff^i/kes and' Crojiy^ Sawbridge and 
Townfind ? 

Junius knows his own meaning, and^ can therefore 
teU it. He is an enemy to the miniftry, he fees them 
growing hourly ftronger. He knows that a war at 
. once unjuft and unfuccefsfui would have certainly 
difptaced them, and b therefore, in his zeal for his 
country, angry that war was not unjuftlymade, and 
unfuccefsfully conduded. But there are others whofe 
thoughts are lefs cl^rly exprefled, and, whofe 
ichemes perhaps are lefs confequentially digefted ; 
who declare that they do not wifh for a rupture, 
yet condemn, the miniftry for not doing that, by which 
a rupture would naturally have been made. 

If one party refolves to demand whrt the other 
lefolves to refafe, the difpute can be determined only 
by -arbitration; and between powers who have no 
common liiperiour, there is no other arbitrator thaa 
the fword. 

. Whether the inivftry might not equitably have 
demanded more, is not worth* a queftion. The ut- , 
moft exertion of right is always invidious, and where 
bairns are. ngt eafily detcrmiuablc is always dangerous. 
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Wetflted all t&at was neceflturf. Mid perfiAed m (fttt 
firft clahn without mean rebcffioii^ or waBtoo aggra- 
vation The Sp^HrJi fanhA w vcToltte, anfi cdfti* . 
pHed after a fliort (Irti^le* 

The red crime of the miniftry l«> that they hive 
found the means of avotdiilg their own rmn ; iMit 
the charge againil them is multifarious and coti^ 
fufed^ as will ha]^ffly irtien malice and difcontent 
are a(hamcd of their complaint* The paft ^d the 
fbture are complicated in tjie cenfurc. We "have 
heard a tumultuous clamour about honour and rights^ 
injuries and iirfuks, the Brit^ .feig, and tlic Fa- 
vmrtie'^ rudder, Bt$€car€tti'% conduift, and GrimaldVs 
declarations^ the Mamlla ranfom^ delays and repara* 
tion. 

Through tlic whole argument of the faftlcMi runs 
the geAral errour, that our fettlemcnt on FalkJjan^s 
IJhnd was not only lawful but unqueftionable ; that 
our right was not only certsuH^ but acknowledged ; 
and that the equity of our conduft was fuch, that 
the Spaniards could not blame orobftrudt it without 
combating their own convidioni and oppofing tho 
general opinion of mankind • 

If once it bedifcovcrcd that, in the opinion of the 
Spaniards^ our fettlement was ufisrpfed, our daim ar-» 
bitrary, and our condu A ii\fplent, all that has hap^ 
pened will appear tofialtow by^a ^tural concatena- 
tion. Doubts will produce difputes and difi^uifition^ 
dilquifition requires delay, and delay caufes inconvc- 
. nience. 

Had the Spanifi government immediately yielded 
unconditionally all that was required^ we might 

have. 
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have been fetisficd; but what would Europe have 
judged of their fubmiffion ? that they (hrunk before 
us as a conquered people, who having lately yielded 
to our arms, were now compelled to facrlfice to ouk 
pride. The honour rf the PaWick is iodeed of 
high importance \ but we muft remember that wc 
have had to tranfadt with a mighty king and a power* 
ful nation, who havQ unluckily been*taught to think f^\0i 
that they have honour to keep or lole as weU af ^ 
ourfHves. • 

When the Admiralty' were told in Jum of tbf 
warning givea to jBTw/, they were,' I fuppofe, inforna- 
ed that ibmi had firil provoked it by warning away 
the Spaniards^ and naturally confidered one ajS: of 
iiifoldnce as balanced by another^ without expedting 
that more would btdone on either fide. Of repre* 
fen tat ions and remon^rances theie would be /o enc^ 
if they were to be made whenever fmall commaivlens 
are uncivil to each ^tber ; nor could peace ever be 
enjoyed, if upon fuch tranfient provocations it be 
imagined neceflary to prepare for war. We might 
then, it is faid, have increafed our force with more 
ieifure and Icfs inconvenience; but this is to judge 
only by the event. . We omitted to difturb the Pub- 
lick, becaufe we did not fuppofe that an arnmment 
would be neceflary. ' 

Some months afterwards, as has been told, Bua- 
tarelliy the governor of Buenos Ayret^ fent againft the 
fettlement of Fort Egmmt a force which enfured 
^theconquett. The S/««j/55 commander required the 
Englijh captains to depart, but they thinking that refiftr 
ance neceflary which they knew to be ufele(s, gave tbe ^ 
Spaniards the right of prefcrihing terms of capitula- 

K 3 .tion. 
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tion. The Spaniards impofed no new condition, ex*" 
• cept that the Hoop fliould not fail under twenty days; 
auid of this they fecured the performanpe by taking off 
the rudder, 

. To an inhabitant of the land there appears nothing' 
in all this unreafonable or offenfive. If the Englifh 
intended to keep their ftipulation, how were they in^ 
jured by the detention of the rudder ? If the rudder 
be to a (hip what his tail is jn fables, to a fox, the 
part in which honour is placed, and of which the 
violation is never to be endured, I am forry that the 
Favourite fuffered an indignity, ' but cannot yet think 
it a caufe for which nations fliould daughter ond 
another. 

When Buccarellih invafion was known, and the 
dignitji of the crown infringed, wd demanded repara-* 
4ion and prepared for war, and we gained equal re-» 
Ipeft by the moderation of our terms, and the fpirit 
of our exertion. The Spanijh minifter immediately 
denied that BuceareUi had received any particular 
' 4wders to feize Bort Egmont; nor pretended that he was 
juftified, otherwife than by the general inftruftions by 
which the American governors are required to exclude 
the fubjefts of other powers. 

To have inquired whether our.fettlement at Port 
^gmont was any violation ""of the -Spanijh rights, had 
been to enter upon a difcuffion which the pertinacity 
x)f political. difputants might have continued with* 
out end. We therefore called for reftitution, not 
as a confeffion of right, but as a rcpwation of 
Ijonour, which required that we fliould be refliored 
tp p»r fprmer ftatp upon th§ ifl^nd, f^ad that the 
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king of iS;^^/« fliould difavdw the aftion of his go- 
veraor. 

In return to this demand, the Spaniards expefted 
from us a difavowal of the menaces with which they 
had been firft infulted by Hunt ; and if the claim to 
the ifland be fuppofed doubtful, they certainly ex* 
pedted it with equal r^afon. This, however, was 
refufed, and our fuperiority of ftrength gave validity 
to our arguments. 

But we are told that the difavowal of the king of 
Spain is temporary and fiillacious; that Buccarei/Ps 
armament had all the appearance of regular forces and 
a concerted expedition ; and that he is not treated at 
home as a man guilty of piracy, or as difobedient to 
the orders of his mafter. 

That the expedition was well planned, and the 
forces properly fupplied, affords no proof of commu- 
nication between the governor and his court. Thofe 
who are intruded with the care of kingdoms in an- 
other hemifphere, muft always be traded with power 
to defend them. 

As little can be inferred from his reception at the 
Spanijk court. He is not puniftied indeed, for what 
has^ he done that deferves puniftiment ? He was fent 
into America to govern and defend the dominions of 
Spain. He thought the JEngliJh were encroaching,- 
and drove them away. No Spaniard thinks that he 
has exceeded his duty, nor does the king of Spain 
charge him with excefs. The boundaries of dominion 
iji that part of the world have not yet been fettled ;' 
^nd he midook, if a midake there was, lij^ a zealous 
fpbje^, in his madcr's favour. 

K 4 But 
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. But all this inquiry is ibperfluous. Confidered as 
a reparation of honour, the difavowal of the king of 
^paif^, made in the fight of all Murvpe^ is of equal 
valu?, whether true or felfe. There is indeed no rea- 
fen to qu^ioa its veracity ; they, however, who do 
not believe it, mud allow^ th& weight of that infiu- 
^ce \>y which ?t great prince is reduced to difown 
his own Gonl^lil^on« 

But the general orders upon which the governor 
1} acknowkdged to have a<fted, ard neither dif- 
avowed nor explained. Why the Spaniards (hould 
difavow the defence of their own territories, the 
warmeft difputant will find it difficult to tell ; a:Bd 
if by an explanation is n^eant an accurate delme* 
ation of the fouthern empire^ and the limitation o? 
their claims beyond the line, it cannot be imputed 
to any very culpable remiffnefs, that what has been 
cjcnied for two centuries to the European powers, was 
|u>t obtained in a hafty wrangle about a petty fettle- 
ment. 

The miniftry were too well acquainted with nego*' 
qiation to fill their heads with fuch idle expeftations. 
The . qu^on of right was inexplicable and endlefs. 
They left it as it ftood. To be reftored to adual 
poflfeffion was eafily pradicable. This reiteration they 
required and obtained. ^ 

But they fliould, fay their opponents, have in^- 
fifted upon more; they Ihould have exaded not 
only reparation of our honour but repayment of our 
^pence, Nor are they all fatisfied with the re- 
covery of the cofl:s and damages of the prefent con- 
tfft I they arp for t^ing this opportunity of calling 
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m eld debts, and reviving our right to the fanfom of 
Manilla. 

The Manilla ranfom has, I think, been mcrft mcn^ 
tioned by the inferiour bellowers of fedition. Tbofe 
who kad the faftion know that it cannot be remem* 
bcred much to their advant^e. The followers dl 
Lord Rockingkam remember that his miniftry began 
and ended without obtaining it ; the adherents to 
Grmvilk would be told, that he could never be 
taught to underftand our -claim* The law of nations 
made little of his knowledge. Let htm not, how- 
ever, be depreciated in his grave. If he was fbme* 
times wrong, he was often right. 

Of reimburfement the talk has been more con-* 
fident, though not more reafonable. The cxpences 
of war have been often defired, have been fometimes 
required, but were never paid 5 or never, but when 
refiftance was hopelefs, and there remained no choice 
between fubmiffion and deftruftion. 

Of our late equipments I know not from whom the 
charge can be very properly expedled.' The king of 
Spain difavows the violence which provoked us to 
arm, and for the mifchiefs which he did not do, why 
fhould he pay ? Buccarelliy though he had learned 
all the arts of an Eaji-Indian. governor, could hardly 
have collefted at Buenos Jyres a fum fufficient t^ 
fetisfy our demands. If he be honeft, he is hardly 
f ich J and if he be difpofed to rob, he has the mif* 
fortune of being placed where robbers have been 
Jjefore him. 

The king of Spain indeed delayed to comply with 
our propofak, and our armament was made ne* 
Itefiary by unfatisfaftory anfwers and dilatory de- 
bates. 
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bates. The dday certainly ihcreafcd our expeflces,* 
and it is not unlikely that thie increafc of our cxpcnces 
put an end to the delay. 

But this is the inevitable procefs of human affairs. 
Negociation requires time. What is not apparent to 
intuition muft be found by inquiry. Claims that have 
remained doubtful for ages cannot be fettled in a day. 
Reciprocal complaints are not eafily adjufted but by 
reciprocal compliance. The Spaniards thinking 
themfelves entitled to the illand, and injured by 
Captain Hunty in their turn demanded fatisfadion^ 
lP^^hich was refufed ; and where is the wonder if their 
conceffions were delayed ! They may tell us, that an 
independent nation is to be influenced riot by com- 
mand, but by perfuafion; that if we expeft our pro- 
pofals to be received without deliberation, we aflurae 
that fovereignty which they do not grant us j and that 
if we arm while they are deliberating, we muft in- 
dulge our martial ardour at our own charge. 

The Englljh miniftry aiked all that was reafonable, 
and enforced all that they aiked. Our national 
honour is advanced, and our ijitereft, if any intereft 
we have, is fyfliciently fegured, There can be none 
tmongft us to whom this tranfadtion does not feem 
happily concluded, but thofe who having lixed their 
Ju)pc3 on publick calamities, fat like vultures wait* 
ing for a day of carn^e. Having worn oyt all the 
?irts of domeftick fedition, having wearied violence, 
and exhauftcd falfehood, they yet flattered them-i 
felves with fome afliftance from the pride or malic^ 
pf S^pain ; and when they could no longer make the 
pepple pomplain of* grievances whi^h they did not 
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feel, they had the comfort yet of knowing that real 
evils were poffible, and their refolution is well kiiowa 
of charging all evil on their governors. ' 

The reconciliation was therefore confidered as the 
lofs of their laft anchor ; and received not only witli 
the fretfulnefs of difappointment but the rage of defi 
peration. When they found that all were happy irf 
fpite of their machinations, and the foft effulgence of 
peace (hone out upon the nation, they fdt no motion 
but that of fullen envy ; they could not, like MiltwCt 
prince of hell, abftraft themfclves a moment from 
their evil ; as they have not the wit oiSatan^ they have 
not his 'virtue ; they tried once again what could be 
done by fophiftry without art, and confidence without 
credit. They reprefented their fovereign as difho-^ 
noured, and their country as betrayed, or, in their 
fiercer paroxyfms of fyry, reviled their fovereign as 
betraying it. 

Their pretences I have here endeavoured to expofe, 
by (bowing that more than has been yielded was not 
to be cxpedted, that more perhaps was riot to be de- 
fired, and that if all had been refufed, there had fcarce- 
ly been an adequate reafbn for a war. 

There was perhaps never much danger of war or 
of refufal, but what danger there was, proceeded 
from the faftion. Foreign nations, unacquainted with 
the infolence of common councils, and unaccuftomed 
to the howl of plebeian patriotifm, ^ when they heard 
of rabbles and riots, of petitions and remonftrances, of 
difcontent in Surrey y Derbyfliire^ and York/hire ^ when 
they faw the chain of fubordination broken, and the 
Ifgifl^twe threatened and defted, naturally in^agined 

. th^t 
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thi^ iuch ft government had little leifure fbr Falklan£% 
ffUmd V tbcy fuppofed that the Englijh when they xt^ 
turned ejeded ftx)m Port Egmont^ would find Wilke$ 
invefted with the proteftorate j or fee the Mayor of 
l^mdon^ what the French have formerly feen their 
itoayora of the palace, the commander of the army and 
tutor of the king; that they would be called to tell 
their tale before the Common Council.; and that the 
worid was to expeft war or peace from a vote of the 
iiibfcrihers to the Bill of Rights, 

But our enemies have now loft th^ir hopes, and 
our friends I hope are recovered from their fears*. To 
fcncy that our government can be fubvertcd by the 
rabble, whom its lenity has pampered into impudence, 
is to fear that a city may be drowned by the overflow* 
ing of its kennels. The diftemper which cowardice 
car malice thought either decay of the vitals, or refo- 
lution of the nerves, appears at laft to have been nor- 
thing more than a political phthiriqfis^ a difeafe too 
loathfome for a plainer name ; but the efFed of neg* 
ligence rather than of weaknefs, and of which the 
(hame is greater than the danger. 

Among the difturbers of our quiet are fome animals 
of greater bulk, whom their power of roaring per- 
fuaded us to think formidable, but we now perceive 
that found and force do not always go together. The , 
jaoife pf a favage proves nothing but his hunger. 

After all our broils^ foreign and domeftick, we may 
j|t laft hope to remain a while in quiet, amufed with 
the view of pur own fuccefs. We have gained poll- 
tical ftrength by the increafe of our reputation ; we 
have gained real ftrength by the reparation of our 
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navy; we have (hewn Europe that ten years of war 
have not yet exhaufted us ; and we have enforced oiir 
fettlement on an ifland on which twenty years ago we 
durft not venture to look. 

Thefe are the gratifications only of honeft minds; 
but there is t time in which h^)e comes to alL 
From the prefent happinefs of the Public, the pa- 
triots themfclves may derive advantage. To be harm- 
lefs though by impotence obtains fome degree of 
kindnefs ; no man hates a worm as he hates a viper ; 
they were once dreaded enough to be detefted, as fer- 
pents that could bite ; they have now (hewn that they 
can only Irifs, and may therefore quietly (link into 
holes^ and change their flpugh unmolefted and for- 
gotten. 
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ELECTORS OF GREAT BRiTAm. 
[ 1774- ] 



They bawl for freedom in thdr fenfekfi mood. 
Yet (Hil revolt when truth would fet them free } 
Licence they mean» when they cry liberty, 

For who loves that muft firft be wife and good^ 

MiLToir. 



TO improve the golden moment of opportunity, 
and catch the good that is within our reach, 
is the great art of life. Many wants are fuffered, 
ivhlch might onc^ have been fuf^lied i and much 
time is loft in regrettii^ the time which had been loft 
before. 

At the end of every feven years comes the Satuf- 
nalian feafon, when the freemen of Great Britain may 
pleafe themfelves with the choice of their reprefenta- 
tives. This happy day has now arrived, fomcwhat 
iboner than it could be claimed. 

To fclcd and depute thofe, by whom laws are to 
be made, and taxes to be granted, is a high dignity 
and an important truft : and it is the bufinefs of 
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«vcry clcdor to confidcr, how this dignity majr 
be well fultained, and this truft faithfully dif- 
charged. 

It ought to be deeply impreffed on the minds of all 
who have voices in this national deliberation, that no 
inan can deferve a feat in parliament who is not a 
PATRIOT, No other man will protcft our rights^ no 
other man can merit our confidence. 

A PATRIOT is he whofe publick conduft is regu- 
lated by one fingle motive, the love of his country; 
who, is an agent in parliament, has for himfelf 
neithei^ hope nor fear, neither kindnefs nor refent* 
ment, but refers every thing to the comnK)n in« 
tereft. 

. That of five hundred men, fuch as this degenerate 
age affords, a majority can be found thus virtuoully 
abftradted, who will affirm ? Yet there is no good 
in defpondence : vigilance and aftivity often effe<3: 
more than was expeded. Let us take a Patriot 
where we caii meet him ; and that we may not flatter 
ourielves by falfe appearances, diilinguiih thofe marks 
which are certain firom thofe which may deceive : for 
a man may have the external appearance of a Patriot^ 
without the cofiJlituent qiaalities ; as falfe coins have 
often luftre, though they want weight* 

Some claim n place in the lift of Pjfttriots by aa 
acrimonious and unremitting oppofitioa to the 
court. 

This mark is by no means infelliUe. Patriotifm 
|s not neceffarily icdudedjn rebellion. A mai^ 
may hate his king, yet not love hb country. He 
that has been refufed a reafonable or unreafonable 
• . ; rcqueft. 
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reqaeft^ wh6 tbiiihs his merit tmder^i^ted, and fee» 
bb influence detUning, begins fQon to talk of na^ 
tural equality, the abfurdity of many made f&r <me^ 
tbe origind cbmpad:, the fodnds^ion of authority, 
and the msyefty of the people. As his political 
mdflocholy inci^caieS) he teQs, and perhaps dreams^ 
of thid advamres of the prerogative, and the dangers 
of arbitrary power; yet his defign in all his de- 
famation is hot to benefit tiis country, but to gratify 
his matice. 

Tbefe, however, are the moft honeft of the (^ 
pcments of government k their patriotifm is a Ipecie^ 
of difeafe I and they feel fame part of what they 
cxprefs. But the greater, far the greater number 
of thofe who tavt and rail^ and inquire and accufe^ 
Mith^f ftifped MV fear, nor eare for the Publick^ 
but hope te fierce their way to riches by virulence and 
iftveAiva, and are vehiimient and clamorous^ only that 
ttai^ may be £9dner hmd to be ftlent. 

A mto femetimtff ftarts up a Patriot, mly by 
4iflr6fflinatit% difcotitesit and propagating teporti of 
fed-et ifuflueneey of datigerous counfek, of violated 
si^ti an4 endroathiftg afUfpation* 

Thk praiSbica h no certain rfote oif Patriotlfift. ftf 
"inftigate the populace With r^ beydrtd the proVodi-' 
tl6n, is to fui^nd publick bappiWs, if flot to de(&oy 
it« He \% m lovar of hk county, that unneeeflarihf 
difturbs its peace. Few errours, and few faults of go-? 
firhment can juftify aft ^fpc^ to thi rabble ; who 
4^t not to judge of what tftey canfiiot unde#Mid^ 
ind vfh6U (^{M^ions are ndt p jdj6a^ted by r^JoA, iJUt 
£augfe(t by contagioiii 

ws Th6 
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The fallacioufncfs of this note of patriotifm is par- 
ticularly apparent, when the clamour continues after 
the evil is paft. They who are ftill filling our ears with 
Mr. IVilkes^ and the Freeholders oi Middle/ex y lament 
a grievance that is now at an end. Mr. fVilkes may 
be chofen^ if any will cbooie him, and the precedent 
of his exclufion makes not any honeft, or any decent 
man) think himfelf in danger. 

It may be doubted whether the name of a Patriot 
can be fairly given as the reward of fecret fatire, 
or open outrage. To fill the news-papers with fly 
hints of corruption and intrigue, to circulate the, 
Middle/ex Journal and London Pacquet^ may indeed be 
zeal ; but it may likewife be intercft and malice. To 
offer a petition, not expeded to be granted; to in- 
fult a king with a rude remonflrance, only becaufe 
there is no punifliment for legal infolence, is not 
courage^ for there is no danger; nor patriotifm, for 
it tends to the fubverfion of order, and lets wickedncfs 
loofe upon the land, by deflroying the reverence due 
to fovereign authority. 

It is the quality of Patriotifin to be jealous and 
watchful, to obferve all fecret machinations, and to 
fee publick dangers at a diflance. The true Lover 
of his country is ready to communicate his fears, and 
to found the alarm, whenever he perceives the ap- 
proach of mifchief. But he founds no alarm, when 
there is no enemy : he never terrifies his countrymen 
till he is terrified himfelf. The patriotifm therefore 
may be juftly doubted of him, who profefles to be 
diflurbed by incredibilities; who tells, that the laft 
peace was obtained by bribing the Princefs oiff^ale$i 

VoL.VIII. . L that 
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that the King is grafping at arbitrary power; and that 
becaufe the French in the new conquefts enjoy their 
own laws, there is a defign at court of abolifhing in 
England the trial by juries. 

Still lefs does the true Patriot circulate opinions 
which he knows to be falle. No man, who love^ 
his country, fills the nation with clamorous com- 
plaints, that the proteftant religion is in danger, be- 
caufe popery is efiablijhed in the extenjive province of 
Quebec, a falfehood fo open and ftiamelefs, that it can 
need no confutation among thofe who know that of 
t^hich it is almoft impoffible for the mofl unenlightened 
zealot to be ignorant. 

That Quebec is on the other j(idc of the Jtlantick, at 
too great a diflance to do much good or harm to the 
European world : 

That the inhabitants, being French, were always 
jiapifts, who are certainly more dangerous as enemies, 
than as fubjefts 5 

That though the province be wide, the people are 
few, probably not fo ipany as may be found in one of 
the larger l^nglijh counties : 

That perfecution is not more virtuous in a pro- 
teftant than a papift ; and that while we blame Lewi$ 
the Fourteenth, for his dragoons and his gallies, we 
ought, when powet comes into our hands, to ufe it with 
greater equity : 

* That when Ccinada with its inhabitants was yielded, 
the free enjoyment of their religion was ftipulated; a 
condition, of which King William^ who was no pro- 
pagator of popery, gave an example nearer home, at 
the furrendcr of Limerick : 

That 
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That in an age, where every mouth is open for 
iiberty of confciencey it is equitable to fhew fome re- 
gard to the donfcience of a papift, who may be 
fuppofed, Hke other men, to think himfelf fafeft 
in his own religion; and that thofe at leaft, who 
enjoy a toleration, ought not to deny it to our new 
fubjedls. 

If liberty of confcience be a natural right, we have 
no power to withhold it j if it be an indulgence, it 
may be allowed to papifts, while it is not denied to 
other fedbs. 

A Patriot is neceflarily and invariably a lover of 
the people. But even this mark may fometimes 
deceive us. 

The people is a very heterogeneous and confufed 
itiafs of the wealthy and the poor, the wife and the 
foolifli, the good and the bad. Before we confer 
on a man, who carefles the people, the title of 
Patriot, we muft examine to what part of the peo- 
ple he direfts his notice. It is proverbially faid, that 
he who diflembles his own charafter, may be known 
by that of his companions. If the candidate of Pa* 
triotifm endeavours to infufe right opinions into the 
higher ranks, and by their influence to regulate the 
lower I if he conforts chiefly with the wife, the tem- 
perate, the regular, and the virtuous, his love of the 
people may be rational and honeft. But if his firft 
or principal application be to the indigent, who are 
always inflammable ; to the weak, who are naturally 
fufpicious; to the ignorant, who are eafily mifled; 
and to the profligate, who have no hope but from 
mifchief and confufion ; let his love of the people be 

L 2 no 
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no longer boafted. No man can reafonably be 
thought a lover df his c6untry, for roafljng an ox, oi* 
burning a boot, or attending the meeting at Mile-Endy 
or regiftering his nanle ih the LurWbei- Troop. He 
may, among the drunkards, be a hearty fellow y and 
among fober handicraftfmen, a free-fpoken gentleman ; 
but he muft have fome better diftinflion before he is 
a Patriot. 

A Patriot is always ready to countenance the juft 
claims, and animate the reafonable hopes of the people; 
he reminds them frequently of their rights, and ftimu- 
lates them to refetit encfoachrtients, and to multiply 
fei;urities. 

But all this may be done in appearance, without 
real patrioiifm. He that raifes falfe hopes to ferve 
a prefent purpofe, only makes a way for difappointment 
and difcontent. He who promifes to endeavour, what 
he knows his endeavours unable to efFeft, means only 
to delude his followers by an empty clamour of in- 
efFeftual zeal. 

A true Patriot is no lavifli promifer : he under- 
takes not to fhorten parliaments ; to repeal laws; or 
to change the mode of reprefcntation, tranfmitted by 
our anceftors: he knows that futurity is not in his 
power, and that all timds are not alike favourable to 
change. 

Much lefs does he piake a vague and indefinite 
promife of obeying the mandates of his conftituents. 
He knows the prejudices of faftion, and the incon- 
•ftancy of the multitude. He would firft inquire, 
how the opinion of his conftituents (hall be taken. 
Popular inftrudtions arc commonly the work, not of 

the 
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the wife and fteady, but the violent and rafti ; meet- 
ings held for directing reprefentatives are fcldom at- 
tended but by the idle and the diflblute; and he is 
not without fpfpicion, that of his conftituents, as of 
other numbers of men, the fmaller part may often 
be the wifer. 

He confiders himfelf as deputed to promote the 
publick good, and to prefen^e his conftituents, with 
the reft of his countrymen, not only from being hurt 
by others, but from hurting themfelves. 

T^e common marks of Patriotifm having been 
examined, and (bewn to be fuch as artifice may coun- 
terfeit, or folly mifapply, it cannot be improper to 
confider, whether there are not fome charaderiftical 
modes of fpeaking or ading, which may prove a man 

to be NQT A PATRIOT. 

In this inquiry, perhaps clearer evidence may be 
difcovered, and firmer perfuafion attained ; for it is 
commonly eafier to know what is wrong than what 
is right ; to find what we (hould avoid, than what we 
fhould purfue. 

As war is one of the heavieft of national evils, a 
calamity in which every fpecies of mifery is involved ; 
as it fets the general fafety to hazard, fufpends com- 
merce, and defolates the country; as it expofes 
great numbers to hardftiips, dangers, captivity, and 
death ; no man, who dcfires the publick profperity, 
will inflame general refentment by a^avating mi- 
nute injuries, or enforcing difputable rights of little 
importance. ^ 

It may therefore be fafely pronounced, that thofe 
men are no Patriots, who when the national honour 

L 3 waj 
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was vindicated in the fight of Europe^ and the Spa-^ 
niards having invaded what they call their own, had 
ftirunk to a difavowal of their attempt and a relax- 
ation of their claim, would, ftill have inftigated 
us to a war for a bleak and barren ipot in the Ma^ 
gellanick ocean, of which no ufe could be made, un- 
lefs it were a place of exile for the hypocrites of pa- 
tri(!ftifm. 

Ifet let it not be forgotten, that by the howling 
violence of patriotick rage the nation was for a time 
exafperated to. fuch madnefs, that for a barren rock, 
under a ftormy fky, we might have now been fighting 
and dying, had not our competitors been wifer than 
ourfelves ^ and thofe wfco are now courting the favour 
of the people by noify profeflions of publick Ipirit, 
would, while they were counting the profits of their 
artifice, have enjoyed the patriotick pleafure of hear- 
ing fometimes, that thoufands had been flaughtered 
in a battle, and fometimes that a -navy had been dif* 
peopled by poifoned air and corrupted food. 

He that wiflies to fee his countr}' robbed of its 
rights, cannot be a Patriot, 

That man therefore is no Patriot, who jufliifies tho 
ridiculous claims of American ufurpation; who en- 
deavours to deprive the nation of its natural and law-^ 
ful authority over its own colonies ^ thofe colonies, 
which were fettled under EngUJh proteftion^ werq 
conftituted by an Englijli charter \ and have been de«» 
fended by Engltfii arms. 

To fuppofe, that by fendipg out a colony, the na^ 

tion efl:abli(hed an independent power j that when, 

by i^dulgence and favour, . ^migrants arc .become 
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rich, they fhall not contribute to their own defence, 
but at their own pleafure 5 and that they (hall not 
be included, like millions of their fellow- fubjefts, in 
the general fyftem of reprefentation j involves fuch an 
accumulation of abfurdity, as nothing but the Ihow 
of patriotifm could palliate. 

He that accepts protedion, ftipulates obedience- ' 
We have always protedled i\it Americans i we may 
therefore fubjed them to government. 

The lefs is included in the greater. That power 
which can take away life, may feize upon property. 
The parliament may ena6t for America a law of capital 
punifliment j it may therefore eftablifti a mode and 
proportion of taxation. 

But there are fome who lament the ftate of the poor 
Bqftonians^ becaufe they cannot all be fuppofed to 
have committed ads of rebellion, yet all are involved 
in the penalty impofed. This, they fay, is to violate 
the firft rule of juftice, by condemning the innocent 
to fuffer with the guilty. 

This deferves fome notice, as it feems dictated by 
equity and humanity, however it may raife contempt 
by the ignorance which \i betrays of the ftate of man, 
and the fyftem of things. That the innocent (hould 
be confounded with the guilty, is undoubtedly an 
evil ; but it is an evil which no care or caution can 
prevent. National crimes require national punilh* 
ments, of which many muft neceffarily have their part, 
who have not incurred them by perfonal guilt. If re- 
bels ftiould fortify a town, the cannon of lawful au-* 
thority will endanger equally the harmlefs burghers 
and the criminal garrifon. 

In fome cafes, thofe fuffer moft who are Icaft in- 
tended to be hurt, . If the French in the Jate war ha4 
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taken an Engtijh city, and permitted the natives to 
keep their dwellings, how could it have been reco- 
vered, but by the flaughter of our friends ? A bomb 
might as well deftroy an EngliJIiman as a Frenchman ; 
and by famine we know that the inhabitiants would 
be the firft that (hould perifh. 

This infliftion of promifcuous evil may therefore 
be lamented, but cannot be blamed. The power of 
kwful government muft be mdntained ; and the mi- 
feries which rebellion produces, can be charged only 
on the rebels. 

That man likewife is not a Patriot^ who denies his 
governors their due praife, and who conceals from the 
people the benefits which they receive. Thofe thew- 
fore can lay no claim to this illuftrious appellation, 
who impute want of publick fpirit to the late par- 
liament ; an aflembly of men, whom, notwithftand- 
ing fome fluctuation of counfel, and fome weaknefe 
of agency, the nation muft always remember with 
gratitude, fince it is indebted to them for a very am- 
ple conceflion in the refignation of protedions, and 
a wife and honeft attempt to improve the conftitu- 
tion, in the new judicature inftituted for the trial of 
dedtions. 

The right of protection, which might be necef- 
fary when it was firft claimed, and was very con- 
fiftent with that liberality of immunities in which 
the feudal conftitution delighted, was by its nature 
liable to abufe, and had in reality been fometimes 
rnifapplied, to the evafion of the law, and the defeat 
of juftice. The evil was perhaps not adequate to 
the clamour; nor is it very certaiq, that the poffible 
gooi 6if this privilege was not more than equal to the 
poffible evil. It is however plain, that whether they 
' * ' gavq 
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gave any thing or not to the Publick, they at leaft loft 
fomething from themfelves. They divefted their dig-* 
nity of a very fplendid diftindlion, and (hewed that they 
were more willing than their predeceflbrs to ftand on a 
level with their fellow-fubjefts. 

The new mode of trying eleftions, if it be found 
effeftual, will difFufe its confequences further than 
feems yet to be forefeen. It is, I believe, generally 
confidered as advantageous only to thofe who clain\ 
feats in parliament; but, if to choofe reprefentatives be 
one of the moft valuable rights of Englijltmeny every 
voter muft confider that law as adding to his happi- 
ncf?, which makes his fuffrage cfiicacious ; fince it was 
yain to choofe, while the eleftion could be controlled 
by any other power. 

With what imperious contempt of ancient rights, 
and what audacioufnefs of arbitrary authority former 
parliaments have judged the difputes about eleftions, 
it is not neceffary to relate. The claim of a candidate, 
and the right of eledors, are faid fcarcely to have been, 
even in appearance, referred to confcience; but to 
have beep decided by party, by paffion, by prejudice, 
or by frplick. To have friends in the borough was 
of little ufe to him, who wanted friends in the boufe ; 
a pretence was eafily found to evade a majority, and 
the feat was at laft his, that was chofSh not by his 
eleftors, but his fellow-fenators. 

Thus the nation wag i^fvilted with a mock eledion, 
and the parliament was filled with fpurious reprefenta- 
tives ; one of the mofl important claims, that of right 
to (it in the fupreme council of fhe kingdom, was de- 
bated in jeft, and no man could be confident of fuc* 
cefs from the juftice of his caufe. 

A dif- 
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A difputed eleftion is now tried with the iame (era-* 
pulpufnefs and folemnity, as any other title. The 
candidate that has deferved well of his neighbours, 
may now be certain of enjoying the efFeft of their 
approbation ; and the eledor, who has voted honeftly 
for known merit, may be certain that he has not voted 
in vain. 

Such was the parliament, which fome of thofe, who 
are now afpiring to fit in another, have taught the 
rabble to confider as an unlawful convention of men, 
worthlefs, venal, and proftitute, flaves of the court, and 
tyrant^ of the people. 

That the next Houfe of Commons may ad upon 
the principles of the laft, with more conftancy and 
higher fpirit, muft be the wifh of all who wifti well to 
the Publick ; and it is furely riot too much to expect, 
that the nation will recover from its delufion, and unite 
in a general abhorrence of thofe who, by deceiving the 
credulous with fiftitious mifchiefs, overbearing the 
weak by audacity of falfehood, by appealing to the 
judgment of ignorance, and flattering the vanity of 
meannefs, by flanderihg honefly and infulting dignity, 
have gathered round them whatever the kingdom can 
fupply of bafe, and grofs, and profligate ; and raifed by 
merit to this bad emifmcei arrogate to themfelves the 
jiame of PATRIOTS. 
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TN all the parts of human knowledge, whether ter- 
^ minating in fcience merely fpeculative, or operat- 
ing upon life private or civil, are admitted fome fun- 
damental principles, or common axioms, which being 
generally received are little doubted, and being little 
doubted have been rarely proved. 

Of thefe gratuitots and acknowledged truths it 
is often the fate to become lefs evident by endea- 
vours to explain them, .however neceflary fuch en- 
deavours may be made by the mifapprehenfions of 
• abfurdity, or the fophiftries of intereft. It is dif- 
ficult to prove the principles of fcience, becaufe 
potions cannot always be found more intelligible 
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than thofe which are queftioned. It is' difEcuIt to 
prove the principles of praftice, becaufe they have 
for the moft part not been difcovered by inveftiga- - 
tion, but obtruded by experience ; and the demonftra- 
tor will find, after an operofe dedudion, that he 
has been trying to make that feen which can be only 
felt. 

Of this kind is the pofition, that the fuprme power 
of every community has the right of requiring from all its 
fitbje£is^ fuch contributions as are necejfary to the publick 
fafety or publick profperity^ which was confidered by all 
mankind as comprifing the primary and effential con- 
dition of all political fociety, till it became difputed 
Jby thofe ^^ealots of anaf^hy, who have denied to the 
parliament of Britain the right of taxing the American 
Colonies. 

In favour of this exemption of the Americans from 
the authority of their lawful fovereign, and the do- 
minion of their mother-country, very loud clamours 
have been raifed, and many wild alT^rtions advanc- 
e'd, which by fuch as borrow their opinions from the 
reigning fafhion have been admitted a^ ailments ; 
and what is ftrange, though iheir tendency is to leflen 
EugliJIi honour, and En^HJIi power, have be^n heard 
by EngliJIimen with a wifli to find them true. Paffion 
has in its firft violence controlled intereft, as the eddy 
for a while runs againft the ftream. 

To be prejudiced is always to be weak j y^^ there 
ar^ prejudices fo near to laudable, that they have been 
oftea praifed, and are always pardoned. T9 ^PV^ 
their country has been confidered as yirtue in men, * 
whole love could not be otherwife than JDlind, becaufe 
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their preference was made without a comparifon; but 
it has never been my fortune to find, either in ancient 
or modern writers, any honourable mention of thofe, 
who have with equal blindnefs hated their country. 

Tiiefe antipatriotick prejudices are, the abortions of 
folly impregnated by faftion, which being produced 
againft theftanding order of nature, have not ftrength 
fufEcient for long life. They are bom only to fcream 
and perifli, and leave thofe to contempt or detefta- 
tion, whofe kindnefs was employed to nurfe them 
into mifchief. 

To perplex the opinion of the Publick many arti- 
fices have been ufed, which, as ufually happens when 
falfehood is to be maintained by fraud, lofe their force 
by counteracting one anothet. 

The nation is fometimes to be mollified by a ten-^ 
der tale of men, who fled from tyranny to rocks and 
deferts, and is perfuaded to lofe all claims of juftice, 
Jsind all fenfe of dignity, in compaffion for a harm- 
lefs people, who having worked hard for bread 
in a wild country, and obtained by the flow pro* 
greflion of manual induftry the accommodations of 
life, are now invaded by unprecedented oppreflion, 
and plundered^ of their prc^rties by the harpies of 
taxation. 

We are told how their induftry is obftrufted by 
unnatural reftraints, and their trade confined by rigo- 
rous prohibitions ; how they are forbidden to enjoy 
the produfts of their own foil, to manufadure the 
piaterials which nature fpreads before them, or to 
carry their 6wn goods to the neareft market : and fure- 
iy the.generofity of Englifli virtue will never heap new 
. -.*. *' \ weight 



>:, 



Digitized by 



Google 



1$^ TAXATION NO TYRANNY. 

weight upon thofe that are already overladen ; wift 
never delight in that dominion, which cannot be ex-' 
crcifed but by crueky and outr^e. 

But while we ^e melting in filent forrow, and in 
the tranfports of delirious pity dropping both the 
fword and balance from our hands, . another friend 
of the Americans thinka it 'better to awaken another 
paflion, and tries to alarm our intereft, or excite 
our veneration, by accounts of their greatnefs and 
their opulence, of the fertility of their land, and the 
fplendour of their towns. We then begin to confi- 
der the queftion with more evennefs of mind, are 
ready to conclude that thofe reftridions are not very 
oppreffive which have been found confiftent with this 
fpeedy growth of profperity; arid begin to think it 
leafonable that they, who thus flourifli under the pro- 
teftion of our government, fhould contribute fbme-* 
thing towards its expence. 

But wc are foon told that the AmAicanSi however 
wealthy, cannot be taxed; that they are the de- 
fendants of men who left all for liberty, and that they 
have conftantly preferved the principles and (lubborn- 
nefs of their progenitors ; that they are too obftinate 
for perfuafion, and too pow.erful for conftraint ; that 
they will laugh at argument, and defeat violence ;« 
that the continent of North America contains three 
millions, not of men merely, but of Whigs, of Whigs 
fierce for liberty, and difdainful of dominion; that 
they multiply with the fecundity of their own rattle- 
snakes, fo that every quarter of a century doublesr 
their numbers. 

Men accuftomed to think themfelves mailers do 
not love to be threatened. This talk is, I hope, coni- 

monly 
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nionly thrown away, or raifes paffions different from 
thofe which it was intended to excite. Inftead of ter- 
rifying the Englijh hearer to tame acquiefcence, it dif- 
pofes him to haften the experiment of bending obfti- 
nacy before it is become yet more obdurate, and con- 
vinoes him that it is neceffary to attack a nation thus 
prolific while we may yet hope to prevail. When he 
is told through what extent of territory we mull tra- 
vel to fubdue them, he recollefts how far, a few years 
ago, we travelled in their defence. When it is urged 
that they will flioot up like the hydra, he naturally 
confiders hbw the hydra was deftroyed. 

Nothing dejeds a trader like the interruption of 
his profits. A commercial people, however magna- 
nimous, flirinks at the thought of decUning traffick, 
and an unfavourable balance. The effcdt of this 
terrour has been tried. We have been ftunned with 
the importance of our American commerce, and heard 
of merchants with warehoufes that are never to b? 
emptied, and of manufadturers ftarving for want of 
work. 

That our commerce with America is profitable, 
however lefs than oftentatious or deceitful cftimates 
have made it, and that it is our intereft to preferve 
it, has never been denied ; but furely it will moft 
effedually be preferved, by being kept always in 
our own power. Conceflions^may promote it for 
a moment, but fuperiority only can enfufe its con- 
tinuance. There will always be a part, and. always 
a very.lai^e part of every community that have no 
care but for themfelves, and whofe care for them- 
felves reaches little farther than impatience of im- 
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mediate pain, and e^gerncfs for the neateft goodi 
The blind are faid to feel with pecuh'ar nicety. 
They who look but little into futurity, have per- 
haps the quickeft fenfation of the prefent. A mer- 
chant's defire is not of glory, but of gain ; not 
o^ publick wealth, but of private emolument ; he is 
therefore rarely, to be confulted about war and 
peace, or any defigns of wide extent and diftant 
confequence. 

Yet this, like other general characters, will fome- 
times fail. The traders of Birmingham have refcued 
themfelves from all imputation of narrow felfilhnefs 
by a manly recommendation to parliament of the 
rights and dignity of their native country. 

To thefe men I do not intend to afcribe an ab- 
furd and enthufiaflick contempt of intereft, but to 
give them the rational and juflpraife of diftinguifh- 
ing real from feeming good, of being able to fee 
through the cloud of interpofing difficulties, to the 
lading and folid happinefs of viftory and fettle- 
ment. 

Left all iJic^fe topicks of perfuafion (hould fail, 
the greater aAor of patriotifm has tried another, in 
which terrour and pity are happily combined, not 
without a proper fuperaddition of that admiration 
which latter ages have .brought into the drama. 
The heroes of Bojion^^ he tells us, if the ftamp adt 
had not been repealed, would have left their town, 
their port, and their trade, have refigned the 
fplendour of opulence, and quitted the deljghts of 
neighbourhood, to difperfe themfelves over the 
country, where they would till the ground, and 
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filk in the rivers, and range the mountains, and bk 

Thefc fufcly ar« brave words. If the mere found 
of freedom can operate thus powerfully, let no man 
hererfter doubt the ftory of the Pied Pipen The 
tenwval ^ the people of Bofton into the country, feems 
even to the Congr^s not only difficult in its execution^ 
but important in its confequenc^s. The difficulty of exe- 
cution isiibeft known to the Bqftonians themfelves ; 
the confequence, alas ! will only be, that they will 
kaye good houfes to wifer men. 

Yet before they quit the comforts of a warm home 
for the founding fomething which they think better, 
he cannot be thought their enemy who advifes them 
to confider well whether they (hall find it. By turn- 
ing fiftienncn or hunters, woodmen orfhcpherds, they 
may become wild, but it is not fo eafy to conceive 
them free ; for who can be more a flave than he that 
fa driven by force from the comforts of life, is com- 
pelled to leave his houfe to a cafual comer, and what- 
ever he does, or wherever he wanders, finds every 
moment fome new teftimony of his own fubjeftion ? 
If choice of evil be freedom, the felon in the gallies 
has his option of labour or of flripes. The Bofionian 
may quit his houfe to ftarve in the fields^ his dog may 
refufe to fct, and fmart under the lafb, and they may 
then congratulate each other upon the fmilcs of liberty, 
prafufeof blifsj and pregnant with delight. 

To treat fuch defigns as ferious, would be to think 
too contemptqoufly of B^fionian iinderftandings. The 
artifice indeed is not new : the bliifterer who threaten- 
ed in vain to deftrcy his opponent, has ^fometimcs 
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obtained his end> by making it believed that he wbuldi 
hang himfelf. : 

But terrours and pity arc not the only means by 
which the taxation of the Americans is oppofed. 
There are thofe who profefs to ufe them only as 
auxiliaries to rcafon and juftice, who tell us, that to 
tax the Colonies is ufurpation and oppreffiooj aninva- 
fion of natural and legal rights, and a violation of thofe 
principles which fupport the conftitution rf Englijh 
■government. 

This queftion is of great importance. That the 
Americans are able to bear taxation is indubitable; that 
their refulal may be over-ruled is highly probable ; 
but power is no fufficient evidence of truth. Let us 
examine our own claim, and the obje&ions of the re- 
cufantSF, with caution proportioned to the event of the 
decifion, which muft convid one part of robbery, or 
the other of rebellion. 

A tax is a payment exaded by authority from part 
of the community for the benefit of the whole. From 
whom, and in what proportion fuch payment (hall 
be required, and to what ufes it (hall be applied, thofe 
only are to judge to whom government is intrufted* 
In the Britijh dominions taxes are apportioned, levied, 
and appropriated by the ftates a(rembled in parliament* 

Of every empire all the fubordinate communities 
are liable to taxation, becaufe they all (hare the bene- 
fits of government, and therefore ought all to furnifh 
their proportion of the cxponce. 

This the Americans have never openly denied; 

That it is thpr duty to pay ,the cofts of their own 

iafety they feem to admit ; nor do they lefyfe their 
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tontribution to the exigencies, whatever they may be, 
of the Britiji empire ; but they make this participa* 
tion of the publick burthen a duty of very uncertain 
extent, aod imperfeA obligation, a duty temporary, 
occaiional, and eleftive, of which they referve to; 
themfelves the right of fettling the degree, the time, 
and the duration, of judging when it may be required, 
and when it has been performed. 

They allow to the. fupreme power nothing more than 
the liberty of notifying to them its demands or its ne-»: 
ceffities. Of this notification they profels to think for 
themfelves, how far it Ihall influence their counfels, 
and of the neceflities alledged, how far they (hall en- 
deavour to relieve them. They aflfume the exclufive 
power of ftttling not only the mode, but the quantity 
of this payment. They are ready to co-<^erate with 
9II the other dominipns of the king ; but they will 
co-pperate by no means which, they do not like, and 
at no greater charge than they are willing to bear. 

This claim, wild as it may feem, this claim, which 
fuppofes dominion without authority, and fubjcAs 
without fubordination, has found among the libertines 
of policy many clamorous and hardy vindicator's. The 
laws of nature^ the rights of humanity, the faith of 
charters, the danger of liberty, the encroachments of 
ijfurpation, have been thundered in our ears, fometimes 
by interefted faftion, and fometimes by honeft ftu- 
pidity. 

It is faid by Fontenelle, that if twenty philofophers 

Ihall refolutely deny that the prefence of the fun 

makes the day, he will not defpair but whole nations 

may adopt the opinion. So many political dogma- 
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tHb have denied to (be Mother^ocmt^Ff tiie poinrer o# 
taxing the Colonies, and hovt enforced their denial 
vtth fo much vblence of outcry, that .thetr k£i id 
already voy numerous, and the putdick i^oice (b(«) 
pends its xlecifion. , / 

in moral and political queftionB the conteft be-^ 
tween mtetcft and juftice has been often tedjom and 
often fierce, but perhaps it never happened bcforcy 
that Juftice ^:»undTnuch oppofiticm with intereft on her 
fide. 

For the fetis&dion of this inquiry," it is neceflkry 
to omfider how -a Colony is conftituted, what are the 
terms jof migration as dilated by nature, or fettled by 
compoA, and what focial or pddtical rights the man 
h)f», or acquires, that leaves his country to eftaUtth 
himfelf in a diftant plantation ? 

Gf two modes of migration the hiftory of mankind 
informs us, and fo far as I can yet difcover, of two 
only* 

In countries where life was yet tinadjufted, and 
policy unformed j it fometimes happened that by the 
diffentions of heads of families, by the ambition of 
daring adventurers, by fome accidental preffure d 
diftrefs, or by the mere difcontent (rf idknefs, ofte 
part of the community broke off from the reft, and 
numbers, greater or fmallcr, forfook their habitations, 
put themfc^lves under the command of fome favouf- 
ite of fortune, and with or without the confetot of 
their couqtrymen or governors, went out to fee 
what better regions they coxild occupy, and in What 
place, by conqueft or by treaty, they couki gain: a 
habitation* . - ...... 
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Saw of cnterprifc Hioc thdfe,. who committed' to 
their owo fwords their hopes and their li^es, when 
tbej kk their country^ became another natioa^ with 
defigns, and profpeds, and tnterefls, of their owni^ 
They loofced back no. naore to their former home 1 
they expcAttd no help from ^hofe whocor they had 
left behind;, if they conquered, they conquered for 
themfch?es ; if they were deftroyed, they were not hf 
any other power either Umen ted pr revenged. 

Of this kind fecm to haw been all the migrations 
of the eady worId> whether hiftoricai or fabulcms, and 
df this kind were the eruptions of thoie nations which 
from the North invaded the Roman empirt^ and 
filled Europe with new fovcreignties. 

But when by the gradual admiflbn of wifer laws 
flod gentler manwrs, fociety became more compared 
and better regulated, ititas found that the power of 
every people confifted in union, produced by one 
common intereft, and operating in joint efforts and 
confident counfels. 

From this time indqjendence perceptibly wafted 
*way. No part of the nation was permitted to aft 
foritfelf. All now had the fame enemies and the 
fame friends ; the government protefted individuals, 
and individuals were required to refer their defigns to 
the iM-ofperity <rf the government. 

By this principle it is, that ftates are formed and 

confolidatcd. Every man is taught to confider his 

own happinefe as combined with the publick prd- 

fpcrity, and to think himfelf great and powerful, 

• in proportion to the greatnefs and power of his go* 
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Had the Wcftem continent been difcovered be- 
tween the fourth and tenth century, when all th^e 
northern world was in niotion ; and had navigation 
been at that time fufficiently advanced to naake fo 
Jong a paflage eafily prafticable, there is little reafon 
for doubting but the intumefcence of nations would 
have found its vent, like all other expanfive violence, 
where there was leaft refiftance ; and that Huns and 
VandalSy inftead of fightingthicir way to the. fouth of 
Enropdy ^oyAd have gone by tlioulknds and by myriads 
tinder their leveral chiefs to take poffeffion of regions 
fmiling with pleafure and waving with fertility, from 
yi)\\c\\ the naked inhabitants were unable to repel 
them. 

Every expedition would in thofe days of laxity have 
produced a diftindt and independent ftate. The 
Scandinavian heroes might have divided the country 
.among them, and have fpread the feudal fubdivi- 
iion of regality from Hudfon\' Bay to the Pacifick 
Ocean. 

' But Cvhimbus came fiVe or fix hundred years too 
late for the candidates of . fovereignty. When he 
formed his projeft of difcovery, the fluduations of 
military turbuleince had fubfided, and &irope began 
to regain a fettled form, by eilabliftied government 
and regular fubordination. No man could any 
•longer ered himfelf into a chieftain, and lead out 
his fellow -fubjeds by hi? own authority to plunder 
pr to war. He that committed* any ad of hoftility 
by land or fea, without the commiiEon of fome 
acknowledged - fovereign, Wfis - confidered by all 
mankmd ^ 4 robber or pirate, n;^nes which weit 
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now of little credit, and of which therefiwre no man 
was ambitious. 

Columbus in a remoter time would have found his 
way to fome difcontented Lord, or fome younger 
brother of a petty fovereign, who would have taken 
fire at his propofal, and have quickly kindled with 
equd heat a troop of followers 5 they would have 
built (hips, or have feized them, and have wandered 
with him at all adventures as far as they could keep 
hope in their company. But the age being now paft 
of vagrant excurfion and fortuitous hoftility, he was 
under the necefCty of travelling from court to court, * 
fcorned and rcpulfed as a wild projeftor, an idle pro- 
mifer of kingdoms in the clouds : nor has any part of 
the world yet had reafon to rejoice that he found at 
laft reception and employment. *- 

In the fame year, in a year hitherto difailrous to 
mankind, by the Portuguefe was difcovered the paffagc 
of the Indies J and by the Spaniards the coaft o(Americd. 
The nations of Europe were fired with boundlefe ex- 
pedations, and the difcoverers purfuing their enter* 
prife, made conquefts in both hemUpheres of wide ex^ 
tent. But the adventurers were contented witlji 
plunder s though they took gold and filver to thcm- 
felves, they feized iflands and kingdoms in the name 
of their fovereigns. • When a new region was gamed, 
a governor was appointed by that power which had 
given the commiflion to the conqueror; nor have I 
met with any European but Stukeley of London^ that 
formed a defign of exalting himfelf in th^ newly found 
countries (o independent dominioi\. 
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. To fecurc a cooqueft, it was jdways ncceflary to 
plant a colony, and territories thus occupied and fet*? 
tied were rightly confidered as mere extenfioiis or pro* 
ttfies of empire j as ramifications which, by the circu* 
laticm (rfone publick interefl, communicated with thel 
originiU fource of dominion, and which were kept 
flouriOung and fpreading by the radical vigour c^ th^ 
Mother-country. 

Th^ Colonies (rf England differ no otherwife frofti 
thofe of other nations, than as the Engl^ Conftitution. 
di^rs firom theirs. AH government is loltimatcly and 
efientiallj abfolute, but fubor^inate focieties may hive 
iiKwe immunities, or individuals greater liberty, as the^ 
ijierations of government are diflferentfy conduAed^ 
An Englijlman in the commcMi courfe of life and ac- 
tion feels no reftraint.. An Engl\jh Colony has very, 
liberal powers of regulating its <jwn manners and ^^ 
jufting its own affairs. Byt an Engiijh individual may 
by the fypxenie authority be deprived of libferty, arid ^ 
Colony divefted of its powers, for reafons of which that 
authority is the only judge. ."^ ^ 

. In fovereignty there are no • gradations. There 
if ay be. limited royalty, jthei^ may be limited . con- 
fj^lfliip ; but' there can be no Iknited g()veramenf ; 
There piuft in every fociety be fome power or other 
ffom which there is i^o appeal, which adipits no re* 
ftriftions, which pervades the wliolem^is of the* com- 
munity, rejg4jlates and adjuftsall fubordination, ena6ts 
laws or repeals them, erefts or annuls judicatures, ex- 
tends or contrafts privileges, exempt itfelf from quef- 
tion oj: controyl, and bounded oply bjr phyfical ne-^ 
ceffityr ' . 
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By this power, wherever it fubfifts, all legtilation 
tad jurirdi<5tion is animated and maintained. From 
this all l^ai rights are emanations, which, whether 
equitably or not, may be legaHy recalled. It is not 
infallible, for it may do wrong ; but it is irrefiftible^ 
for it can be refilled only by rebellion, by an aft 
^hich makes it queitionable what fh^ be thencefor* 
ward the fupremc power. 

An EKgtijh Colony is a number of perfons, to 
whom the King grants a charter, permitting them ta 
fettle in fbme diftant country, and enabling them to* 
cdnftitute a corporation, enjoying fuch powers as the 
chaster ^ants, to be adminiftered in fuch forms as the 
charter prefcribes. As a corporation they make lawi 
for themfelves, but as a ccarpbration fubfifting by a 
grant from higher authority, to the controul of that 
authority they continue fubjed. 

As men are placed at a greater diflance from the 
fupreme council of. the kingdom, they muft be in- 
j^-trufled with ampler liberty of regulating their condufl: 
'J5y their ownwifdom. As they are more fecluded 
'from eafy recourfe to- national judicature, they muft 
be more eipteni^vply commiffioned to pafs judgment^ 
on each other, • • 

For this reafoa our more important and opulent 
Colonies fee the j^pearance and feel the eflFed of a 
regular iegill^ture, which in fome places has afted fo 
Jong with unqueftioned authority, that it has forgotten 
whence that authority was originally derived. 

To their charters the Colonies owe, like other 
corporations, their political exiftence. The SMfem* 
mtips of legiflatioo, the adminiftration of juftitfer the. 
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fecurity of property, are all bcftowed upon them by 
the royal grant* Without their charter there would 
be no power among them, by which any law could be 
made, or duties enjoined, any debt recovered, or cri- 
minal puniftied. 

A charter is a grant of certain powers or privi- 
leges given to a part of the community for the ad- 
vantage of the whole, and is therefore liable by its 
nature to change or to revocation. Every aft of go- 
vernment aims at publick good. A charter, which 
experience has fhewn to be detrimental to the nation, 
is to be repealed ; becaufe general profperity muft al- 
ways be preferred to particular intereft. If a charter 
be ufed to evil purpofes, it is forfeited, as the weapon 
is taken away which is injurioufly employed. 

The charter therefore by which provincial go- 
vernments are conftituted, may be always legally, 
and where it is either inconvenient in its nature, or 
mifapplied in its, ufe, may be equitably repealed; 
by fuch repeal the whole fabrick of fubordination is 
immediately deftroyed, and the conftitution funk at 
once into a chaos : tiie fociety is diflblved into a 
tumult of individuals, without authority to com- 
mand, or obligation to obey; without any punifli- 
ment' of wrongs but by perfonal refentment, or 
any protedion of right but by the hand of the pof- 
feffor. 

A Colony is to the Mother- country as a member 
to the body, derivuig its aftioji and its ftrength from 
the general principle of vitality; receiving from 
the body* ,and communicating to it, all the benefits 
and <?Yils of jiealth and difeafe ; liable in dangerous 
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maladies to (harp applications, of which the body 
however muft partake the pain ; and expofed, if in- 
curably tainted, to amputation^ by which the body 
Hkewife will be mutilated. 

The Mother-country always confiders the Colo- 
nies thus conneftedi as parts of itfelf j the profperity 
tor unhappinefs of either is the profperity or unhappi- 
nefs of both ; not perhaps of both in th6 fame degree, 
for the body may fubfift, though lefs commodioufly, 
^ without a limb, but the limb muft perifli if it b« v 
parted frpm the body. 

" Our Colonies therefore, however diftant, have been 
hitherto treated as conftituent parts of the Britijk em* 
pire. The inhabitants incorporated by Englijh char- 
ters, are entitled to all the rights of Englijhmen. They 
are governed by Englijh laws, entitled to Englijh digni- 
ties, regulated by Englijh counfels, and proteded by 
Englijh arms \ and it feems to follow by confequencc 
not eafily avoided, that they are fubjqft to Englifli go- 
vernment, and chargeable by EngUJti taxation, 
- To him that confiders the nature, the original, 
the progrefs, and the conftitution of the Colonies, 
who remembers that the firft difcoverers had com- 
niiffions from the crown, that the firft fettlers owe to 
a charter their civil forms and regular magiftracy^ 
flnd that all perfonal immunities and legal fecuri- 
ties, by which the condition of the fubjeft has been 
from time to time improved, have been extended to 
the Colonifts, it will not be doubted but the parlia* 
ment of England\a& a right to bind them by ftatutes^ 
and to bind them in all cafes whatjoever, ^^dh^s 
therefore a qatu^^ and conftitutional power of lay- 
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ix^ upon them any tax or impofi:, whether eiCtcfnal 
or internal, upon the produitof land, or the maau^ 
fadures of induftry, in the exigencies of war^ or in 
the titne of profound peace, for the defence oi Jme^ 
rica, for the pUfpofe of raifing a revenue^ or for toy 
other end beneficial to the empire. 

There are fome, and thofe not inconiideral^e fo$ 
number, nor contemptible for knowledge, who 
except the power of taxation from the general do* 
minion of parliament, imd hold, that whatever de* 
grees of obedience may be exafted, or whatever au* 
thority may be exercifed in other ads of govern- 
ment, there is ftill reverence to be pwdtomoiicyi 
and that legiflatiot^ paffes its limits when it violates 
the purfe. ' 

Of this exception, which by a head not fully im? 
pregnated with politicks is not eaCly comprehended, 
it is allcdged as an unanfwerable rcafon, that the Colo- 
nies fend no reprefentatives to the Hdufe of Comr 
mons. 

It is, fay the American advocates, the natural difp* 
tindion of a freeman, and the legal privilege of do 
Englijhmmiy that he is able to call his poffeffions his 
j' own, that he can fit fecyre in the enjoyment of inherit 

•:> _ .^ jtance or acquifition, that his houfe is fortified by the 
|f.^S* ;c ^ Jaw, and that nothing can be taken from him but by 
pr ? '}X his own confent. This confent is given for every man 
t ;;- . by his reprefentative in parliament. The Americam 
I uhreprefented cannot confent to Englijh taxations, as a 

I corporation, and they will not confent as individuals* 

• Of this argument, it has been obferved by more 

I than one, that its force extends equally to all otto 

\^ <^ laws^ 
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laws, for a freeman is tidt to be expofcd to punifli- 
mentJlPr be called to any onerous fervice but by his 
own abnfent. The Congrcfs has extrafted a pofition 
from the fanciful Mmtefquim^ that /;/ a free ftate 
tvery mm being a free agent ought to be concerned in 
his o%m government. WhateVcr is true of taxation is 
true of every other law, that he who is bound by it, 
without his confcnt, is not free, for he is not con- 
cerned in his own government. 

He that denies the Englijh pa^ament the right of 
taxation, denies it likewife tife r^t of making any 
other laws civil or criminal, yet this power over the 
Colonies was never yet difputed by themfelves^ 
They have always admitted ftatutes for the punifh- 
ment of offences, and for the redrefs or prevention 
of inconveniencies, and the reception of any law 
draws after it, by a chain which cannot be broken, 
the unwelcome neceffity of fubmitting to taxation. 

That a free man is governed by himfeif, or by 
laws to which he has confented, is a pofition of 
mighty found : but every man that utters it, with 
whatever confidence, and every man that hears it, 
with whatever acquiefcence, if confent be fuppofed 
to imply the power of refufal, feels it to be falfe. 
We virtually and implicitly allow the inftitutions of 
any government of which we enjoy the benefit, and 
folicit the protcftion. In wide^-extended dominions, 
though power has been difFufed with the moft even 
hand, yet a verj^ fmall part of the people are either 
primarily or fecondarily confulted in legillation* 
' The bufinefs of the Publick muft be done by dele- 
gation. The choice of delegates 'is made by a feleft 
^umbdr, and thofc who arc not eledtors ftand idle 
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and helplefs fpedators of the commonweal whdlf 
wuottcerned in the governmint of tkemf elves. ^ 

Of eledlors the hap is but little better. They 
are often far from unanimity in their choice, and 
where the numbers approach to equality, almoft 
half muft be governed not only without, but ^inft 
their choice. 

How any man can have confented to inftitutions 
cftabliftied in diftant ages, it will be difficult to ex- 
plain. In the moft favourite refidence of liberty, 
the confent of individuals is merely palfive, a tacit ad* 
miflion in every community of the terms which that 
community grants and requires. As all are born 
the fubjefts of fome ftate or other, we may be faid 
to have been all born confenting to fome fyftem of 
government. Other confent than this, the condition 
of civil life does not allow. It. is the unmeaning 
clamour of the pedants of policy, the delirious dream 
of republican fanaticifm. 

But hear, ye fons and daughters of liberty, the 
founds which the winds are wafting from the 
Weftern Continent. The Americans are telling one 
another, what, if we may judge from their noify 
triumph, they have but lately difcovered, and what 
yet is a very important truth : ^hat they are entiilei 
to life J liberty y and property ^ and that they have never 
ceded to any fovereign power whatever a right to difpofe 
of either without their confent. 

While this rcfolution ftands alone, the Americans 
are free from fingularity^ of opinion ; their wit has 
not yet betrayed them to herefy^ While they fpeak 
as the naked fons of nature, they claim but what is 
.claimed by other men, and have withheld nothing 
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l>ut what all withhold. They are here upon firm 
ground, behind entrenchments which never can be 
forced. 

Humanity is very uniform. The Americans have 
this refemblance to Europeans j that they do not 
always know when they are well. They foon quit 
the fortrefs that could neither have been mined by 
^ fc^hiftry, nor battered by declamation. Their next 
refolution declares, that their ancejiors^ who firjl fet* 
tied the Colonies j were^ at the time of their emigration 
from the Mother -country, entitled to all the rights^ 
liberties, and immunities of free and natural-bom fub^ 
jeEls within the realm of Ejigland. 

This likewife is true; but when this is granted, 
their boaft of original rights is at an end ; they are 
no longer in a ftate of nature. Thefe lords of them-* 
felves, thefe kings dime, thefe demigods of indepen- 
dence, fink down to Colonifls, governed by a charter* 
If their anceftors were fubjeds, they acknowledged a 
fovcreign : if they had a right to Englifk privileges, 
they were accountable to Englifk laws, and what 
muft grieve the lover oiF liberty to difcover, had ceded 
to the king and parliament, whether the right or 
not, at leaft the power of difpofing without their con- 
fent, of their lives, liberties, and properties. It there- 
fore is required of them to prove, that the parlia- 
ment ever ceded to them a difpenfation from that 
obedience, which they owe as natural-born fubjedts, 
or any degree of independence or immunity not en- 
joyed by other Englt/hmen. 

They fay. That by fuch emigration they by no 
means forfeited, furrendered, pr loft any of thofe 
rights > but that they were, and their defeendants noiti 
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ore^ entitled to the enerfife and enjoyment of all fuel ef 
them as tlieir local and other circnmfiances enable them t9 
exercife and enjoy. 

That they who form z {ettletnent by a lawful 
charter, having commitled no crime, forfeit no privl* 
leges, will he readily confeflcd : but what they do 
not forfeit by any judicial fentence, they may lofe 
by natural effeds* As nxan can be but in one pl^ce 
at once, he cannot have the advantages of multiplied 
refidence. He that will enjoy the. brightncfs of 
funftiine, muft quit the codncfs of the (hade. He 
who goes voluntartly to America^ cannot complain 
of lofing what he leaves in Europe. He perhaps 
bad a right to vote for a knight or burgefs^ by 
crofling the Atlantick he has not ntillified his right y 
but be has made its exertion no longer poffible*. 
By his own choice he has left a country where he had 
a vote and.x little property, for another where he has 
great property, but no vote. But as this preference 
was deliberate and unconftrained, he is ftill concerned 
in the government of himfelf\ he has reduced him* 
felf from a voter to one of the innumerable mul- 
titude that have no vote. He has truly ceded his 
right, but he ftill is governed by his own confent ; 
becaufe he has confented to throw his atom of intereft 
into the general mafs of the commimity. Of the 
confequences of his own aft he has no caufe to com*^ 
plain; he has chofen, or intended to cboofe, the 
greater good ; he is reprefented, as himfelf defixed^ 
in the general reprefentation# 

> Of thi'^ reafoalng, I awe part to a cpnyotiktion wit:ii Sit 
JqUa ilawjciafi. 

But 
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t ' ]&ut tbe privileges of in iflmericnn fcorii the limits of 
^ (>lace; they are -part of himfelf, and cannot be loft by 

departure from his country $ they float in the aii?, or 

glide under the ocean. 

Dokis amara fudm mn inter mifc tat undam. 

A planter, wherever he fettles, is not only a free* 
min, tut a legiflator, uhi ir^pei-atori ibi Efema. As 
the Englifh Colonifis are tiot reprefented in the Britifti 
parliament y they are entitled t9 a free arid exclnfive 
power of legijlation in their feveral legijlatufes^ in 4ill 
cafes (^ taction and internal politjiy f^l^j^^ only to the 
negative of the foveretgn^ in fuch_ manner as has been 
. heretofore ufed and accuftomed^ . fP'e cheerfully confent 
to the operation of fuch a£is of \he Bnt\i)i^ parliament 
as are bona fide r grained io^ the regulation of our eX'- 
iernal commerce — excluding every idea of, rtaxatiofiy in- 
ternal or external f for raifng a revenue on tie fubjeSts 
o/* America without their confent. 

Their reafon for this claim is, That the foundation 
of Engliih liberty^ and of all government^ is a right 
in the people to participate in their legijlative. council. 

They inherit, they fay, from their ancejlors^ tK^ 
right which their anceftors pojfejjedy of enjoying all the 
privileges ^Engliftimen. That they inherit the right 
of their anceftors is allowed ; but they can inlierit no 
more. Their anceftors left a country where the re-, 
prefentatives of the people were elefted by men 
particularly qualified, and where thofe who wanted 
qualifications, or who did not ufe them, were 
bound by the decifions of men> whom they had not 
deputed. 

V0L.VIIL N The 
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The Colonics ate tike tiefceDdatits of ineo, vrho 
titherbad no vote in ekfHoos^ or who voltjnlsaiilf 
. refigned them jEbr fomething« in their opinion, of 
more eftimation ; they have , thereforfe txwSdy what 
their anceftors left them, not a vote in making laws, 
or in conftituting legiflators, but the happinefs 
of beirtg protefted by law, and the duty of obey- 
ing it. 

What their anceftors did not cafty with them, nei- 
ther they nor their defcendants have finCe acquired. 
They have not, by abandoning their part in one legif- 
Uture^ obtained the power of conftituting another, 
cXclufive and independent, any more than the multi- 
tudes, who are nb^ debarred from voting, have a right 
to ereft a fepafate parfiament for themfelve$. 

Men are wrong for want of fenfe, but they arc 
tVtong by halves for want of fpirit. , Since the Jmeri- 
cans have dilcovered that they ca'n make a parlia- 
ment, whence comds it that they do hot think them- 
felves equally empowered to make a kine ? If they 
^e fiibjeds, whofe government is conftituted by a 
charter, they can form ho body of mdependent legif- 
latirre. If their rights *are inhereht and' underived, 
they may by their own fuffrages encircle with a diadem 
the brows of Mr. C/^%. 

^ It is farther declared by the Congrefs of T%ilade% 

'pMa^ "that 'kis Majefiy^s Colonies are entitled to all th 

prhileges and immunities granted and confirmed to them 

hy royal charters y or fecured to them by their Jever&l 

codes of provincial laws. 

' The firft claufe of this Tefdlution is eaiRly under- 

Hood, and will be readily admitted. To all ^thc 

* {)rivikges 
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privilege? wjjich ^ fharter cap convey, they are by ^ 
royal charter evideAtly eutitled. The Hbcond claufe 
i$ of greater difliculty -, for how can a provincial law 
fecure privileges or immunities to a province ? Pro* 
vincial law^ may grant to certain individuals pf the 
province thci enjoyment of gainful, or an immunity 
fyotfi onerous offi<;es5 thpy may operate upon the 
ppople tQ whom they relate 5 )but no province can 
confer provincial privil(^es on itfelf. They may 
bave a xight to all which the king has given them 5 
J>ut it is a conceit of the other hemifphere, that 
men have a right to all which they have given to 
themfelves. 

A corpqration is conHdered in law as an individual, 
and can no ;iu>re extend its own immunities^ than a 
inan can by his own choice aflume dignities or titles. 

The l^iflature of a Colony, let not the comparj- 
fon be too much difdained, is only the veftry of a 
Jargpr pafi(h, which njay lay a cefs on the inhabitants, 
and enforce the payment ; but can extend no influence 
..beyond its own diftrift, muft modify its p^ticular re- 
gidations by the general law, and whatever may be its 
internal ^xpences, is ftill liable to taxes laid by fupe- 
riof authority. 

The charters given to different provinces are dif- 
ferent, and no general right can be extrafted firom 
thenu The charter of Pennfylvaniay * where thin 
-Congrcls of anarchy has been impudently held, 
contajuis a claufe admitting in exprefs terms taxa* 
tion by the parliament. If in the other charters no 
fuch referve is made, it muft have been omitted as 
not necefiary, becauie it is implied in the nature of 
N z fubordinate 
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Tubordinate. government.. They who are fubjeft t^* 
laws, are liable to taxes. If any fuch immunity had 
been granted, if is ftill revocable by tht- legillature, 
and ought .to be revoked, as contrary to the pub- 
lick good, which is in every charter iittimately in- 
tended. , . ' i 
y ' Suppofe it true, that, an^ fuc^ exemption* b 
^contained m the charter of ^Mdryland^ M Can be 
pleaded only by the Marylandeirs. It is of no tife for 
'any other province ; and with regard even tb them, 
'miift have been confidered as one of tile grants m 
which the king has been deceived, and annulled as 
jnifchievQus to the Publick,. b;y facrificing to one littfe 
'Settlement the general intereft of the empire; as 
infringing the fyftem of dominion, and violatmg the 
compact of government. But Dr. "Tucker has (hewn, 
that even this charter promifes no exemption from 

parliamen'tafy taxes.. 

In the cpntroverfy agitated* about the beginning 
of this century, whether the Englijli laws coUld bind 
Ireland^ Davenant^ Who defended againft Molyneux 
the claims of England^ tonfidered it as neceffary tx> 
prove nothing more, than tliat the prefent IriJA m\A 
be deemed a Coloay. 

The neceffary connexion of reprefentativcs -^vitb 
taxes, feems to have funk deep into many of thofc 
\minds, that 'admit founds without their meaning. 

Our nation is" reprefented in parliament by an af- 

Tembly as numerous as can well confiltwith order and 

' difpatch, chofen by pcrfons'fo differently qualified in 

; different places, that the mode of choice feems to^be, 

' for the moft part, formed by chance, and fettled by 

' ■ • cuiloow 
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cuftom, . Of individuals far the greater part have 
jio vote» and of the voters few have any perfonal 
knowledge of him to whom they intruft their liberty 
and fortune. • 

., Yet this reprefentation has the whole efFeft expeded 
or defired ; that of fpreading fo wide the care of gene- 
ral intereft, and the participation of publick counfels, 
that the advantage or corruption of particular men 
can feldom operate with much injury to the Publick. - 
- For this reafbn many populous and opulent town^ 
jtieither e-njoy nor defire particular reprefentatives j 
they are included in the genera^ fcheme of publick 
adminiftration, gnd cannot fuffer but with the reft of 
the empire. 

It is urged that the Americans have not the fame fe- 
icurity, and that a J^rZ/j^ legifla tor may wanton with 
their property; yet if it be true, that their wealth i^ 
^ Qur wealth, and that th^ ruin will be our ruin, thp^ 
parliament h^s the fame intereft in attending to them, 
as to any oth^r part of the nation. The reafon why 
we place any confidence in our reprefentatives is, that 
they muft ftiare in the good or evil which their coun- 
fejs ftiall produce. Their (hare is indeed commonly 
confequential and remote; but it is not dften pofSble 
that any immediate advantage -can be extended to 
fpch numbers as may prevail agaipft' it. We arc there- 
fore as fecure againft intentional depravations of go- 
vernment as human wilHom can make us, and upon 
this fecurity the Americans may venture to repofe. 

It is faid by the Old-Mmber whb has written an 
'Appeal againft the tax, that as the produce of Ameri- 
i:an labour is fpent in Britifh manufa£l.uresy the balance 

N3 '-^ ' • of 
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if trade is greatly againft them\ whatevtr you tdki 
direSly in taxes y is in effeS taken from your own com* 
fnerce. If the minijier feizes the money with which tht 
American fhould pay his debts and .come fb market^ the 
merchant cannot expeS him as a cuflomery nor can the 
debts already contra3ed be paid. — Suppofe we obtain 
from America a million injlead of one hundred ihoufand 
pounds^ it would be fupplying one perfonal exigence by 
the future ruin of our commerce. 

Part of this is true ; but the Old Member feems not 
to perceive, that if his brethren of the l^llattire 
know this as well as himfelf, the Americans are in no 
danger of oppreflion, fince by men commonly provi- 
dent they rouft be fo taxed, as that we may not lofe 
one way what we gain another. 

The fame Old Member has difcovered that thft 
judges formerly thought it illegal to tai Ireland^ and 
deckres that no cafes can be more alike than thofe 
of Ireland and America : yet the judges whom h* 
quotes have mentioned a difference. Ireland^ they fay, 
hath a parliament of its own. When any Colony has 
txi independent parliament acknowledged by the par- 
lianjent oi Britain^ the caTes will differ le(s. iTet by 
the 6 Geo. \. chap. 5. the a<fV$ of the IBritifh parlifll- 
ment bind Irelani. 

It is urged that when W'aleSy jburham^ and thefter^ 
were diverted of their particular privileges or ancient 
government, and relduced to the ftate oiEngUfli c6utt- 
-^ ties, they had reprefentatives aifigned them. 

To thofe from whom fomething had been taken, 
Something in return might properly be given, Td 
the Americans their charters are left ^ they were, 
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9ar biYfc thejr loft any thing except that of which their 
fcdhknt has dqarivcd tbcnu If they were to be re-» 
prefented in parliament, fomething would be granted, 
though nothing is withdmwn. 

The inhabitants of Ckeftery Durham^ and tFalex^ 
were invited to exchange their peculiar inftitutions fot 
the power of vexing, which they wanted before. The 
Americans have voluntarily rcfigned the power of 
voting, to |ive ia diftant and feparate governments, 
and what they have voluntarily quitted, they have no 
r^t to claim. 

It muft always be remembered, that they are re* 
prefented by the fame virtual reprefentatipn as tb« 
greater part of Englijhneni and that if by change of 
place they have lefs (hare in the. legiflatui^ than is 
proportionate to their opulence, they by their removal 
gained that opdience, and had originally and have now 
Iheir choice of a vote at home, or riches at a diflance^ 

We are told, what appears to the 0/d Member and 
to others a pofition that muft drive us into incxtrir 
cafok abfurclity, that we have either no right, or 
the fcdc right of taxing the Colonics. The mean** 
ing is, that if we can tax them, they cannot tax 
themfelvcs; and thai if they can ta* themfelvcs, we 
icannot tar them* We anfwer with very little h^ 
fitation, that for the general ufe of the emfxre we 
have the fole right of ta^^ing them. If they have 
coirtributed any thing in their own affemhiies, what 
they contributed wa^ not paid but giwen; it was 
not a tax or tribute, but a prefent, ^et they havie 
the naturaVand kgal power of levying money on 
4hcmftlve3 fer proyinciiyi purpofes, of providing £Qr 
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their own expehce, at their own difcrctlon. Let ii<^ 
this be thought new or ftrange ; it is the ftate of every 
parifli in the kingdom. 

The friends of the. Ameritans are of different 
opinions. Some think that being unreprefented 
they ought to tax themfelves, and others that they 
ought to have rcprefentatives in the Britijk parlia- 
ment. 

If they are to tax themfelves, what power is to 
remain in the fuprenie legiflature ? That they muft 
fettle their own mode of levying their money is fup- 
pofed. May the Britijh parliament tell them how 
much they (hail contribute ? If the fum may be pre» 
fcribed, they will return few thanks for the power of 
raifing it ; if they are at liberty to grant or to deny, 
they are no longer fubjefts. 

If they are to be reprefented, what number of thefe 
^yeftern orators are to be admitted ? Thb I fuppofe 
the parliament muft fettle ; yet if men have a natural 
and unalienable right to be reprefented, who (hall de» 
termine the number of their delegates ? Let us how** 
ever fuppofe them to fend twenty^ three, half as many 
as the kingdom of Scotland^ what will this reprefen'- 
tation avail them ? To pay taxes will be ftill a grieV" 
ance. The love of money will not be leflened, nor 
the power of getting it increafed. 

Whither will this neceffity of reprefentation drive 
us ? Is every petty fettlement to be out of the reaeh 
of government, till it has fent a fenator to parli^ 
meht J or may two of them or a greater number be 
forced to unite in a jSngle deputation ? What at laft 
is the difference between him that i$ taxed by com- 
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pulfion without reprefentation, and him that is repre-i 
lented by compulfion in order to be taxed ? 
. For nuny reigns the Houfe of Commons was in a 
ftate of fluftuation : new burgefles were added from 
time to time, without any reafon now to be difcover-- 
cd ; but the number has been fixed for more than a 
century and a half, and the king's power of increafing 
it has been queftioned. It will hardly be thought fit 
to new-model the conftitution in favour of the plants- 
ers, who, as they grow rich, may buy eftates in Eng-^ 
landj.zxiAy without any innovation, efFeftually repre* 
fent their native colonies. 

The friends of the Americans indeed afk for them 

what they do not a& for themfeives. Thb ineftima^ 

ble right of reprefentation they have never folicited* 

They mean not to exchange folid money for fuch airy 

honour. They fay, and fay willingly, that they cannot 

conveniently be reprefentcd ; becaufc their inference is, 

that they cannot be taxed. They are too remote to 

ihare the general government, and therefore claim the 

privilege of governing themfelves. 

• O^ the principles wntained in the refolutions of the 

Congrefs, however wild, indefinite, and obfcure, fuch 

has been the influence upon American underftanding, 

.that fron^ NeW'Eng/and ' to Souih-Caralina there is 

formed a general combination of all the provinces 

againft their Mother-country. The madnefs of in-- 

. dependence ha^ fpread from Colony to Colony, till 

order is loft and government defplfed, and all is filled 

. wijth mifrule, uproar, violence, and confiifion. To be 

quiet is difeffeftion, to be loyal is treafon. 

-The Congrcls oi Philadelphia^ an aflfembly convened 
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by its own authority^ has promulg^ed z dedaratioii, 
in compliance with which the communication between 
Britah and the greateft part of North America is 
now fufpended. They ceafed to admit the importa* 
tioB of Englifi goods in Dtawdfer 1774, and determine 
to permit the exportation of their own no longer than 
to November 1775. 

This might feem enough^ but they have done morc^ 
They have declared, that they (hall treat all as enemies 
who do not concur with them in dtfaflfedion and per* 
verfenefs, and that they will trade with none that ftall 
trade with Britain. 

They threaten to ft'^matize in their Gazette thofe 
who (hall confume the products or merchandife of 
their Mother-country, and are now (ibarching ru(peded 
houfes for prohibited goods. 

Thefe hoilile deckrations they profefi them&lve^ 
ready to maintain by force* They have armed the 
militia of their provinces, and (t\yxA the poblick 
ftores of ammimition. They are therefi>re na long^ 
fubjefts, fincethey refafe the l^ws of thpr Sowrcigq> 
and in defence of that re^iial are mailing open prep4^ 
rations for war. 

Being now in their cKan ofdnbn free flates, tkey 
are not only raiting armies, \mt foiming alliances, 
not only haKening to rebel themfelves, but (educing 
their neighbours to rebellion^ They have publifbcd 
an addre(s to the inhabitants of (^uebec^ in which 
difcontent ^nd ^ilance are openly incited, and with 
very refpedkfial mention of tJke Jagmtj /jf firemcimm, 
invite them toiend deputies to the Congnefs iof Pih^ 
tadeiphUy to that fcsrt.of Virtue and V«radt}>,Jwhencc 
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the people of England are told, that to eftablifli po- 
pery, a religion fraught zvith fanguinary and impiouM 
fenetSy even in Quebec^ a country of which the in-* 
habitants are papifts, is fo contrary to the confti-t 
tution, that it cannot be lawfully done by the le- 
giflature itfelf ; where it is made one of the articles 
of their aflbciation, to deprive the conquered French 
of their religious eftablifhment ; and whence the 
French of Quebec are, at the fame time, flattered into 
fedition, by profeffions of expefting, from the libe* 
rality of fentiment dijlingui/hing their nation, that dif-^ 
ference of religion will not prejudice them againfta hearty 
amity y becaufe the tranfcendent nature of freedom ele^ 
vates all who unite in the caufCy above fuck low-minded 
infirmities. 

Quebec^ however, is at a great diftancc. 'Riey have 
aitoed a ftroke from which they may hope for greater 
and more fpeedy mifchief. They have tried to infeft 
the people oi England with the contagion of difloyalty. 
Their credit is happily not fuch as gives them in- 
fluence proportionate to their malice. When thqf 
telk o^ their pretended immunities guarantied by the 
plighted faith of Governmer^y and the mofi folemn com-^ 
paSfs with Englifh Sovereigns, we think ourfelves at li- 
berty to inquire when the faith was plighted, and the 
eoftipaft made; and when we can only find that king 
Jiimes and king Charles the Firil promifed the fettlei^ 
hi Ma£achufett^% Bay, now famous by the appcllatioa 
©f Bojlonians, exemption fix)m taxes for fcven years^ 
we infer with Mr. Mauduity that by this folemn compaB^ 
tliey were, after expiration of the flipulated term^ 
^ble to tai^iom 

Ylhtxs 
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' When they apply to '6ur compaffion, by telling us, 
that they are to be carried from their own country to 
fee tried for certain offences, we are not fo ready to pity 
them, as to advife them not to offend. While they 
are innocent they are fafe. * 

When they tell of laws made exprefsly for their 
punilhment, we anfwer, that tumults and (edition 
were always punifhable, and that the new law pre- 
fcribes only the mode of execution. 

When it is faid that the whole town of Befion is 
cfiftreffed for a mifdemeanour of a few, we wonder at 
their fhamefulnefs ; for we know that the town of 
Bqfion^ and all the affbciated provinces, are now in re- 
bellion to defend or juftify the criminals. 

If frauds in the imports of Bojlon are tried by com- 
miffion without a jury, they are tried here in the fame 
mode ; and why (hould the Bojiomans expe<5t from us 
more tenderncfs for them than for ourfelves ? 
. If they are condemned unheard, it is becaufe there 
is no need of a trial. The crime is manifeft and no-' 
torious. All trial is the tnveftigation of fomething 
doubtful. An Italian philofopher obferves, th^t no 
man defires to hear what lie has already feen, 
• If their affcmblies have been fuddenly diflblred, 
what was the reafon ? Their deliberations were in** 
decent, and their intentions feditious. The power of 
diffolution is granted and referved for fuch times of 
turbulence. Their beft friends have been lately folicit- 
ing the King to diflblve his Parliament, to do what 
they fo loudly complain of fuffering. 
. That the fame vengeance involves the innocent 
and guilty is an evil to be lameated> but human 

caution 



Digitized by 



Google 



TAXAtlONNd TYRANNY; t^^ 

caution cannot, prevent it, 'nor human power sAwzyt 
redrefs' it. To bring mifery on thofe who have 
not defcrved it, is part of the aggregated guilt of re- 
bellion. • 

That governors have been fometi'mes given them 
only that a . great man might get eafe from impor- 
tunity, and that they have had 'judge§ * not always of 
the deepeft learning or the pureft intfegrky, we have? 
no great reafon to doubt, becaufe fuch misfortunes 
happen to ourfelves. Whoever is' governed will 
fometimes be ^governed ill, even when 'he is moft 
concerned in Ms own government* 

That itnproper officers or magiftrates are fent, is 
the crime or folly of thofe that'fent them. When 
incapacity is difcovered, it ought to be femoydd ; if 
Corruption is deteded, it ought to be punilftieB. No 
government could fubfift for a day, if fingle lerrours 
could iuftify defeftion. 

One of their complaints is not, fuch as can claim 
much commiferation from th6 fofteft bofotfi. They 
tell us, that we have changed pur conduft, and that 
t tax isnowiaid by Parliament on thofe who were 
never taxed by Parliament before. To this, we think 
it may be eafily anfwered, that the longer they have 
been fpared, the better they can pay. 
" It is certainly not much their intereft to' reprefent 
innovation as criminal or invidious ; for they have in- 
troduced into the hiftory of mankind a new mode of 
difaflfeftion, and have given, I believe, the firft ex- 
rtmple of a profcription publillied by a Colony againft 
the Mother-country. 

To what is urged of new powers granted to the 
Courts* of Admiralty, or the extenfion of authority 

conferred 
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conferred on the jydges^,it niay be anfwcred ia a few, 
words, Ibaj tbeyhave themselves made fuch regulations 
neceflary ^ that they are eftablithed for the prevention 
of greater evils ; at the fame time, it muft be obfprved, 
that thefe powers have not been extended fince the 
xebellion in Jmirica. 

One mode of perfuafion their ingenuity has fug-, 
gefled, which it may perhaps be lefs eafy to refift*. 
That we may not look with indifference on the 
^mnkan conteft, ox imagine that the ftrug^e is for ^ 
claim, which however decided is of fmajl importance 
and remote confequence, the Philadelphian^ Congrefs 
has taken care to inform us, that they are relifting 
the demands of J^ariianaept, as well for ^our fakes ^ 
their owxu , 

Their fccennefe of perfpicacity lias enabled them 
to purfue confcquences to a greater diftajicei to fee 
through clouds impervious to th^ dimnefs of Etirpfem 
$ght i and to find, I know not how, that when tljey 
are taxed» we fliall be enflaved* 

That flavery is a miferable ftate we have been 
pfteyti told, and doubtlefs many a Briton will tremWc 
to find it fo near as in America^ but how it will be 
brought hither, the Coi^refs mxjft inform us* The 
queftion might diftrefs a common underftanding j 
but the ftatefman of the other hemifphere can eafily 
refolve it. Our minifters, they fey, are our ene* 
mics, and if th^ Jhould carry the pint of taxatipn^ 
may tvith the fame army enfiave us. Jt may be faid 
toe will not pay them ; but remember y fay the weftern 
fages; the taxes from America, and we may add the 
meny and particularly the Roman Catholicks (f this vaft 
tiontinentj will then be in the power pf your enmiis^ 

Nor 
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Nor have yw any rtafm to axpeSt^ that rfter tMkkig 
Jiavts of MSj mmef x(f us wHlr^vfc m 4^ in rcducvi^ 
you to the fame abj^Bjlate^ 

Thcfe are dreadful menaces ; but fufpeding ^hat 
tfaey lrav« not much the ibiaAd of probability^ the 
CoQgrefs proceeds : lio not treat tkis as chimerual. 
Km>w that in lefs than half a century the quit rents 
referved to the crown from the numberkfs grants of 
this vafl continent^ will four large fir earns of wealth into 
. thermal coffers. If to this be added tie power cf taxing 
America at pleafure^ the crown wiUpijffsfs nmre treafme 
.than may be neceffary to purchafe the remains of liberty 
myeurifland. 

j^U this is very dreadful; but ami^jft the terrour 
that ihakes my frame, I cannot forbear to with that 
ibme flulce were op»ed for tbefe ftreams of treafure. 
I fliould gladly fee America return half of what Eng^ 
land has expended in her defence ; and of the (Iresun 
that will fiow fo largely in lefs than half a century ^ I 
hope a fraall rill at leaft may be found to quench 
the thirfl: of the prefent generation, which feems to 
think itfelf in more danger of wanting money than of 
lofing liberty. 

Jt is difEcult to judge with what intention fuch 
airy burfts of malevolence are vented ; if fuch writers 
hope to deceive, let us rather repel them with fcorn^ 
tlian re&ite them by difputation. 

In this laft terriiick paragrs^h are two portions, 
that> if our fears do not overpower our refledion, 
may enable us to fupport life a little longer. We 
ace told by thefe croakers of calamity, not only 
that our prefent ^minifters deSgn to enilave U5, but 
that the .iiune malignity of pwpoie is to defcen^ 
- , .through 
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through all th^ir fucceflbrs, and that the wealth id 
be poured into '"England by the PaElolus of Afnerkd 
will, whenever it comes, be employed to piirchafe thi 
'rermins x)f libeYtp* 

Of thofe who- now coftdud the national afFairi^ 
we may, without much drrogance'j prefume to 
know more than themfelves, and of thofe who (hdl 
fucceed. them, * whether minjfter or kitigj not to 
know lefs. 

The othei* pi^tion is, that the CrowHy if this lau- 
dable oppofitioii'Ihould not be fuccefsful, wtU have 
the power of iasHng America at pleafure. Surely ' they 
think rather too meanly of our apprehenfionsj ^itien 
' they fuppofe? uS not to know What they well mow 
themfelves, that they are taxed, like all other Britijh 
•fubjefts,^ by Parliament ; and that the Grown^has not 
by the liew impofts, whether right or wrong, ob- 
tained any additional power over their pofleffions* 

It w€re a curious, but an *idle fpeculatioti to iii- 
quirt, what effeft thefe didators of fedition eXpeft 
from the difperfion of their Letter ambng lis. If 
they believe their own complaints of hardfhip, and 
really dread the danger which they defcribe, they 
will naturally hope to communicate the fame per- 
ceptions to their fcUow-fubjeds. But probably ih 
Americay as in other places, the chiefs are incendia- 
ries, that hope to rob in the tumults of a confla- 
gration, and tofs brands among a rabble paflively 
combuftible. Thofe who wrote the Addrefs, though 
they have Ihewn no great extent or profundity of 
mind, are yet probably wifer than to believe it: 
• but they have been taught by fome mafter of mif- 
chicf, how to put in-nxotien tlie engine of political 
9 eledricityi 
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ejcftricity; to attrad by the founds of Liberty and 
Property, to repel by thofe of Popery and Slavery; and 
to give the great ftroke by the name of Bqfton. 

When fubordinate communities oppofe the decrees 
of the general legiflature with defiance thus audacious, 
imd aialignity thus acrimonious, nothing remains but 
to conquer or to yield i to allow their claim of inde* 
pendence, or to reduce them by force to fubmiflion 
and allegiance. 

. It might be hoped that noEngliJkman could be found, 
whom the menaces of our own Colonifts, juftrefcued 
from the French^ would not move to indignation, like 
that of the Scythians^ who, returning from war, found 
themfelves excluded from their own houfes by their 
flaves. 

That corporations conftituted by favour, and exift- 
ing by fufferance, (hould dare to prohibit commerce 
with their native country, and threaten individuals by 
inf;^niy> and focieties with at leaft fufpenfion of amity, 
for daring to be more obedient to government than 
themfelves, is a degree of infolence, which not only 
deferves to be puniQied, but of which the punifhment 
is loudly demanded by the order of life, and the peace 
of nations. 

Yet th^re have rifep up, in the face of the publick, 
inen who, by whatever corruptions or whatever infatua- 
tion, have "und^rta^en* to defend t\\t Americans ytndtd.-^ 
your to (helter them frpm refenttpent, and propofe 
reconciliation without fubmiffion. 

As political dif^afes are naturally contagious, let 
\X be fuppofed for a moipent that Cornzvall^ feized 
with the Philadelphian frenzy, may refolve to feparate 
jjfelf from the general fyftem of the En^lifk Qonfcitu- 
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tion, and judge of .its own fights in its own parliament! 
A Congrefs might then meet at Truro^ and addrefs tho 
other counties in a ftyle not unlike the language of 
the Jmerkan patriots i 

" Friends and Fellow- fubjeds^ 

** We the delegates of the feveral towns and pa-^ 
fifties of CormvcklU afleinbled to deliberate upon our 
ownftatc and that of ourconftituents, having, after fe- 
rious debate and calm confideration, fettled thefchemc 
of our future condudl, hold it neceffary to declare tho 
xefolutions which we think ourfelves entitled to form 
by the unalienable rights of reafonable Beings, and 
into which we have been compelled by grievances and 
oppreffioijs, long endured by us in patient filence, 
not becaufe we did not feel, or could not removo 
them, but becaufe we were unwilling to give difturl>t 
ftnce to a fettled govemn^ent, and hoped that others 
*would in time find, like ourfelves, their true interefl; 
and their original powers, and all co-operate to uni- 
verfal bappinefs, 

« ?Ut fince having long indulged the pleafing .ex- 
peftation, we find general difcontent not likely to in^ 
creafe, ov not likely to end in general defeftion, wo 
jefolve to ered^lone the ftandard of liberty. 

" Kntmi then^ that you are no longer to confider 
Cornwall as an Mngli/k county, vifited by EngUJh 
judges, receiving law frotn an Englijh parliament, 
or included in any general taxation of the kingdom \ 
but as a ftate diftinft and independent, governed 
by its own inftitutions, adaiiniftered by its own ma-* 
giftrates, and exempt from any ta^ or tribute but fuch 
gs we (hall impofe upon ourfelves. 

;^*We ^re the acknowledged defceudants of the 
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earlieft inhabitants of Britain^ of men, wlio bewre ttie 
time of hiftory, took poffeffion of the Tfland tidbiate 
and waftc',and therefore open to the firft occu pants. Of 
this defcent, 6ur lai)gU2(ge is a fufficient pro^ 'whtchi 
not quite a century g;go, was different from yours* 

" Such are the Qornijhmen ; but who are you ? 
who, but the unauthoriled and lawlefs children of in- 
truders, invaders, and oppreflbrs ? who, tut the tranf- 
mitters of wrong, the inheritors of robbery ? In claim- 
ing independence we claim but little. We might 
require you to depart from a land which you poffefs 
by ufurpation, and to reftore all that you have taken 
from us. 

** Indep6ndailce is the gift of Nature, No man is 
born the bikftfer of another. l£.vtry - CorniJIman is 4 
freeman, for we have never refigned the rights olF 
humanity j and he only can be thought free, whp is not 
jgoverned but by his own conferit. 

" You may urge that the prefent fyftem of govern- 
infent has defcended through rnany ages, and that we 
have a larger part in the reprefentatidn of the kingdom, 
than any other county. 

" All this is true, but it is neither cogent nor per-t 
fu2^five. We look to the original of things. Our 
union with the KngUJk counties was either compelled 
by force, or fettled by qompad, 

^* That which w^s made by violence, may by vio^ 
Jence be broken. If we were treated as a conquered 
people, our rights might be obfcqred, but could never 
^ extinguiflied. The fwQtd c^n give nothing hut 
powA*, which a (harper fword can take away. 

" If our union was by compadl, whom could thg 
CQ^jpad bind but thofe that concurred in the ftipu- 
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lations? We gave our anceftors ho commiffion td 
fct:tl c the terms of future exiftence. They might be 
hat were frighted, or blockheads that were 
t whatever they were, they could contradb 
emfelves. What they could eftablifli, we 
ul. 
" Again fl oilr prefent form of government it fliall 
ftand in the place of all argument, that we do not like 
it. While we are governed as we do not like, where 
is our liberty ? We do not like taxes, we will ther^* 
fore riot be taxed ; we do not like your laws, and will 
hot obey them* 

" The taxes laid by our reprelentatives, are laid^ 
Vou tell us, by our own confent j but we will no 
longer confent to be reprefented. Our number of 
legiflators wjs originally a burden, and ought to have 
been refufed : it is now confidered as a difproppr-* 
\ionate advantages who then will complain if we re- 
Cgri it ? 

" We diail form a Senate of our own, under a 
Frefident whorri the King fliall nominate, but whofe 
authority we will limit, by adjufting his falary to his 
ineriti We will not withhold a proper (hare of con- 
tribution to the neceflary expence of lawful goverri* 
jnent, but we will decide for ourfelves what fliare k 
proper, what expence is neceflary^ and what govern"^ 
ment is lawful; 

" 'Till our couhfel is proclaimed independent ancj 
tinacteuntable^ we will, after the tenth day of Sep^ 
tember^ keep our Tin in our own hands: you ca^ 
"be fuf)plied from no other place, and mult therefore 
fcomply, or be poifoned with the copper of your own 
kitchens^ 

'f. If 
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" If any CorntJIiman {hall refufe his name to this 
juft and laudable aflpciation, he (hall be |^^^ed 
from St. MichaeV% Mounts or buried allvq 
mine; and if any emiflary (hall be founi 
CorniJIimen to their former ftate, he (hall be 
with tar, and rolled in feathers, and chafed wit 
out of our dominions. 

" From the Cornijh Congrefs at Truro^ 

Of this memorial what could be faid but that it waf 
written in jeft, or written by a madman ? Yet I know 
npt whether the warmeft admirers oi Pennfylvaniati 
eloquence can find any argument in the Addrefles of 
the Congrefs, that is not with grfeater ftrength urgccjl 
\>y the Cornijhman. 

The argument of the irregular troops of controverf3rjpj 
ftripped of its colours, and turned out fiaked to the : 
view, is no more than this. Liberty is the birthright 
of man, and where obedience is compelled^ there is no 
liberty. The anfwer is equally (imple. Governmenfl 
IS neceifary to man, and where obedience is npt cpmW 
pelled, there is no government^ 

If the fubjed refufes to obey^ it is the duty of au- 
thority to ufe compuKion. Society cannot^ fub(ift 
but by the pow^r^ firft pf making laws, and thea of 
enforcing them. 

To one of the threats hifTed out by the Congrefs, 
I have put nothing (imilar into the Cornijh pror 
clamation ; becaufe it is too wild for folly and tOQ 
fooli(h for madnefs. If we do not withhold our King 
iand his Parliament from taxing them, they will crof^ 
ithe At/antick and enflave us. 

How they will come they have not told us ; per- 
haps f,]^cy will take wing, and light upon our coafts. 

P 3 >Vhef^ 
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When the Cranes thus begin to flutter, it is time Ibf 
pygiiimto keep their eyes about them. The Great. 
Orat<?rm>('crve,^> that they will be very fit, after they 
Ijave IsM^xed, to impofe chains upon us^ If they 
are CbW as their friend defcribcs them, and fo willing, 
as they defcrlbe themfelves, let us incrcafe ot;r army^ 
and double our militia. 

It has been of late a very gweral praftice to talk 
of flavery among, thofe who are fetting at defiance 
every power that keeps the world in order. If th«. 
learned Author of the Reflections on Learning has. 
rightly obferved, that no man ever cotjld give law to 
language, it will be vain to prohibit the ufe of thq . 
vioxdjlavery : but 1 could wifli it mpre,difcrpetly ut- 
tered ; it is driven at one time too hard into pur ears 
by the loud Imwricane of Pennfylvanian eloquence, and 
at another glides too cold into our hearts by the foft 
conveyance of a female patriot bewailing the njiferies 
of htx friends and fellow- citizens. 

Such has been the progrefs of feditipn^ that thofe 
who a few years ago difputed only o^r right of lay- 
ing taxes, now queftion the validity of every a<^ of 
legiflation. They confider themfelves asemancipated 
from obedience, and as being no longer the fubjed^ 
of the Britifh Crown. TJbey leave us no choice but 
of yielding or conquering, of refigning our dominion, 
or maintaining it by force. 

From force many endeavours h^v.e been ufed either 
to diffuade, or to deter us. Sometimes the merit of 
the Americans is exalted, and fometimes their fuffer- 
ings are aggravated. We are told of their contribu- 
tions to the laft war, a war incited by their oufecri^t 
and conrinued fpr their proteftion, a war by. which 
7 " none 
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hone but themfelves were gainers. All that they can 
boaft is, that they did fomething for themfelves, and 
did not wholly ftand inadive while the fons oi Britain 
Vpcrc fighting in their cdufe. 

If we cannot admire, we are called to pity them ; 
to pity thofe that (hew no regard to their Mother- 
country ; have obeyed no law which they could vio- 
late ; have imparted no good which they could with - 
bold y have entered into aflbciations of fraud to rob 
their creditors 5 and into combinations to diftrefs all 
who depended on their commerce. We are reproach- 
ed with the cruelty of (hutting one port, where every 
port is fliut iMp^ us. We are cenfured as tyran-* 
nical for hiQdq|^|fe thofe from fi(hing, who have con-" 
demned our merchants to bankruptcy^' and our man- 
fad urers to hunger. Si^ , 

Othei-s perfuade us to give them more liberty, Jp 
take off reftraints, and relax authority; and tell^l 
what happy confequences will arile from forbear-* 
ance: how their affedions will be conciliated, and 
into what diffufions of beneficence their gratitude 
will luxuriate. They will 1^|||| their fri€nds. . They 
will reverence their protedoHJfffcey will throvy them- 
felves into our arms, and MflW^V^P^^^^ ^^ ourfeet^ 
They will buy from no ^ittttf^^ we can fell them s 
they will fell to no other ¥ilnt*iyve wifli to buy. • 
• That any obligations fl^pldl* overpower th^ at-* 
tent ion' to profit, we have known ti[|0P'tt>ijg4bough 
not to exped* It is not to be expederi from a more 
liberal peoplq^ With what^^indnefs they repay be- 
nefits, they are nopr OjMHiff us, who, as foon as we 
have delivered flPJilll%|Ki FrancCy are defying and 
profcribipg ^^%» 
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But if we will permit them to tax themfelvcs, 
they will give us more than we require. If we prcK 
claim them independent, they will during pleafure 
pay us a fubfidy. The conteft is not now for money, 
but for power. The queftion is not how much we 
(hall coiled, but by what authority the colleftion (hall 
be made. 

Thofe who find that the Americans cannot be 
fhewn in any form that may raife love or pity, drefs 
them in habiliments of terrour, and try to make U5 
think them formidable. The Bojionians can call into 
the field ninety thoufand men. While we con- 
quer all before us, new enemies willJ|fc up behindf 
and our work will be always to t>edHpijf we taka 
poffeflion of the towns, the Colonics will retire into 
the inland r^it^ns, and the gain of vidtory will be 
Qoly empty houfes, and a wide extent of wafte and de- 
wBlion. If we fubdue them for the prefent, they will' 
univeriklly revolt in the next war, and refign us with-? 
out pity to fubjeftion and deftrudion. 

To all this it may be anfwered, that between 
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It is, however, a little hard, that having fo lately 
Ibught and conquered for their fafety, we (hould go* 
Vern them no longer. By letting them loofe before 
the war, how many millions might have been faved* 
One wild propofal is bed anfwerdd by another. Let 
us reftore to the French wha^we have taken front 
them. We (hall fee our Colonifts at our feet, wheii 
they have an enemy fo near them. Let us give tht 
Indians arms, and teach them dlfcipline, and en<:x)u- 
rage thenl now and then to plunder a Plantatioa* 
Security and leifure are the parents of fedition. 

While thefe different opinions are agitated^ it 
feems to be determined by the Legiflature, that 
force (hall j^Kried. Men of the pen have feldom 
any great ikiir in conquering kingdoms, but they 
have ftrong inclination to give advi(ie. I cannot 
forbear to wi(h, that this commotion may end with-^ 
out bloodftied, and that the rebels. may be IjAh* 
dued by terrour rather than by violence ; and there-- 
fore recommend fuch a force as may tlakc away, not 
only the power, but the hope of refiftance, and by 
conquering without a batUcj^ve many from the 
fword. 

If their obftlnacy con 
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Far be it from any Engli/kmaH to thirft for the blood 
of his fellow-fubjeds, Tliofe who nioft deferve odr 
Tefentmcnt arc unhappily at lefs diftance. The Ame* 
ricansy when the Stamp Ad was firft propofed, Mts 
doubtedly difliked it, as every nation diflikes an im»- 
pofts but they had n« thought of refitting it, till they 
were encouraged and incited by European intelligence , 
from men whom f bey thought their friends, but who 
were friends only to themfelves. 

On the original contrivers of mifchief let an infult^ 
cd nation pour out its vengeance. With whatever 
defign they have inflamed this pernicious confceft, they 
are themfelves equally deteftable. If they wifti fu6» 
cefs to the Colonics, they are traitors to this coun- 
try 5 if they wifti their defeat, they are traitors ^t onco 
to America ^tid England. To them and thenvpi^ly 
muft be imputed the interruption of commerce, and 
«^ miferics of war, the forrow of thofe that (hall \fq 
ruined, and the blood of thofe that (hall fall. 

Since the Americans have made it neceffary to fuh- 
due them, may they be fubdued with the lead injury 
poffible to their pcrfons and their pofleflions ! When 
they are reduced to obedience, may that obedience bb 
.fecured by flridter ihm^0tlA ftronger obligations ! 

Noihiog can bt.«MN#«o«ious to fociety, than th^ 
erroneous clemency, which, when a rebellion is fupi 
prefled, exa(5j:s no forfeiture aad eftablifhes no fecu- 
rities, but leaves the rebels in their former ftate, 
Who would not try the experiment which promifcs 
advantage without expence ? If rebels once obtain a^ 
vidory, thair wifhes are fccompltihed ;• if they are 
defeated, they fuffer little, perhaps lefs than their 
conquerors i howevcir often . th?y ||^^ tjhe gufte, th^ 
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tjiancc is dways in their favour. In the mean time, 
they arc growing rich by vidualling the troops that 
ive have fent againft them, and perhaps gain more by 
the refidence of the army than they lofe by the ob- 
ftru6kion of their port. 

Their charters being now, I fuppoie, legally for- 
feited, may be modelled as ftiall appear moft com- 
modious to the mother-country, T'hus the privileges, 
ivhich are found by experience liable to mifufe, will 
be taken away, and thofe who now bellow as patriots, 
blufter as foldiers, and domineer as legiflators, will 
fink into fober merchants and fil^it planters, peace- 
ably diligent, and fecurely rich. 

But there is one writer, and perhaps many who do 
not write, to whom the contraftion of thefe per- 
nicious privileges appears very dangerous, and who 
ftartle at the thoughts of England free and America 
m chains. Children fly from their own Ihadow, tod 
rhetoricians are frighted by their own voices. CAaini 
is undoubtedly a dreadful word; but perhaps the 
mailers of civil wifdom may difcover fomc gra- 
dations between chains and anarchy. Chains need 
not be put upon thofe who will be reftrained with- 
out them. This conteft may end in the foftef 
phrafe of Eng/iji Superiority and American Obe- 
dience. 

We are told, that the fubjeftion of Americans may 
tend to the diminution of our own liberties: an 
event, which none but very perfpicacious politicians 
are able to forefee. If flavery be thus fatally conta- 
gious, how is it that we hear the loudeft yelps for li- 
berty among the drivers of negroes ? 

3ut let us interrupt a while this dream of con- 

queft. 
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qtieft, fettlemcntj and fupremacy. Let us rem^rt- 
ber that being to contend,\according to one oratof^ 
with three millions of WbigSf and according to an- 
other, with ninety thoufand patriots of Majfackufet'% 
JSayy we may poffibly be checked in our career of re-' 
dudtion. We may be reduced to peace upon equal 
terms, or driven from the weftern continent, and for* 
bidden to violate a fecond time the happy borders of 
the land of liberty. The time is now perhaps at 
land, which Sir Thomas Browne ^xt^i^^di between jeft 
and eameft. 

When America fhould no more fend out her treafure, 
iBut fpend it at home in American pleafure. 

If we are allowed iipon our defeat to ftipulat^^ 
conditions, I hope the \ treaty of Bojion will permit 
us to import into thci confederated Cantons fuch 
produ6ts as they do not raife, and fuch manufadures as 
they do not make, and cannot buy cheaper from other 
nations, paying like others the appointed cuftomsi that 
if an Englifh fhip iHlutesa fcft with four guns, it (hall 
be anfwered at leafl: with two ; and that if an Englijh^ 
man be inclined to hold a, plantation, he Ihall only take 
^n oath of allegiance to the reigning powers, and bo 
fufFered, while ^ he lives inoffenfively, to retain his owi^ 
opinion of Englijh rights, unmolefted in his confciex\g<^ 
by an oath of abjuraftion.. 
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WESTERN ISLANDS 

OP / 

SCOTLAND. 



T HAD defired to vifit the Hebrides^ or Weftcm 
'-*" Minds oi Scotland^ fo long, that I fcarcely remem- 
ber how the wifli was originally excited -, and was in 
the Autumn of the year 1773 induced to undertake 
the journey, by finding in Mr. Bofwell a companion, 
whofe acutenefs would, help my enquiry, and whofe 
gaiety of converfation and civility of manners are fuf- 
ficient to counteraft the inconveniencies of travel, in 
countries lefs hofpitable than we have pafled. 

On the eighteenth of ./^«^7f;f we left Edinburgh y a 
city too well known to admit defcription, and directed 
our courfe northward, along the eaftem coaft of 5^^/- 
/^«^, accompanied the firftday by another gentleman, 
who could ftay with us only long enough to (how us 
how much we loft at feparation. 

As we crofled the Frith of Forthy our curiofity 
was attracted by Inch Keithy a fmall ifland, Avhich 
neither of my companions had ever vifited, though, 
lying within their view, it had all their lives foli- 
iCi ted their notice. Here, by climbing .with feme 
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difficulty over /battered crags, wc made the firft cicp^- 
rimcnt of unfrequented coafts. Inch Keith is nothing 
«nore than a rock covered*with a thin layer of earth, 
not wholly bare of grafs, and very fertile of thiftlei. 
A fmall herd of cows grazes annually upon it in the 
fummer. It feems never to have afforded to maa or 
beaft a permanent habitation. 

We found only the ruins of a fmall fort, not fo in- 
jured by time but that it might be eafily reftored to 
its former ftate. It feerils never to have been in- 
tended as a place of ftrength, nor was built to endure 
a fiege, but merely to affbrd cover to a few ioldiers, 
who perhaps h^d the charge of a batt^ry^ or were 
ftationed to give fignals of approaching danger. 
There is therefore no provifion of water within the 
walls, though the fpring is fo near, that it mighty have 
been eafily enclofed. One of the ftoaes had this in- 
fcription : " Maria Reg. 1564/* Jt has probably been 
neglefted from the time that the whole ifland had the 
fame king. 

We left this little^ iiland with our thouglits em- 
ployed a while on tlie different appearance that .it 
would have made, if it had been placed at the fame 
diftance from London^ with the fame facility of ap- 
proach ; with what emulation of price a few rocky 
acres would have been purchafed, and .with what 
cxpenfive induftry they would have been cultivated 
and adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, and 
pafled through Kinghorriy Kirkaldy, and Cowpar, places 
not unlike the^ fmall or ftraggling market- towm. in 
thofe parts of England where commerce and manufac- 
''*lwes have not yet prodiiccd opulence. 
* ^. ^ Tbougli 



Digitized by 



Google 



WESTERN ISLANDS,. &c. 211 

Though we were yet in the mofl. populous part of 
tScotlandy and at fo fmall a diftance from the capital, 
we met few paflengers. 

The roads are neither rough nor dirty ; and it af- 
fords a fouthern ftranger a new kind of pleafure to 
travel fo commodioufly without th6 interruption of 
toll-gates. Where the bottom is rocky, as it feems 
commonly to be in Scotland^ a fmooth way is made 
indeed with great labour, but it never wants repairs; 
and in thofe parts where adventitious materials are ne- ^ 
ccffary, the ground once confolidated is rarely broken ; 
for the inland commerce is not great, nor are heavy 
commodities often tranfported otherwife than by water. 
The carriages in common ufc are fmall carts, drawn 
each by one little /horfe ; and a man feems to derive 
fome degree of dignity and importance from the re- 
putation of poffefling a two-horfe cart, 

ST, ANDREWS. 

At an hour fomewhat late we came to St. Andrew^ 
a city once archiepifcopal -, where that univerfity ftill 
fuWifts in which philofophy was formerly taught by 
Buchanan^ whofe name has as fair a claim to immorta- 
lity as can be conferred by modern latinity, and per- 
haps a fairer than the inftability of vernacular Ian* 
guages admits. * 

We found, that by the interpofition of fortie invifi- 
ble friend, lodgings had been provided for us at the 
houfe of one of the profeflbrs, whofe eafy civility 
quickly made us forget that we were ftrangers ; and. in 
the whole time of our ftay we were gratified by every 
mode of kindnefs, and entertained with all the elegance? 
of lettered hofpitality. ^ 
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In the morning we rofe to perambulate a dty, 
which only hiftory (hews to have once flourifhed, 
and furveyed the ruins of ancient magnificence, of 
which even the ruins cannot long be vifible, uniefe 
fbme care be taken to prefervc them ; and where is 
the pleafure of prefcr\'irig fuch mournful memorials ? 
They have been till very lately fo much negledbed, 
that every man carried away the ftones who fended 
that he wanted them. 

Tlie cathedral, of which the foundations may b^ 
flill traced, and a fmall part of the wall is {landing, 
appears to have been a fpacious and majeftick build- 
ing, not unfuitable to the primacy of the kingdonu 
Of the architecture, the j)oor remains can hardly ex- 
hibit, even to an artift, a fufficient fpecimen. It was 
demoli(h^9 ^^ ^^ well known, in the tumult and vio- 
lence of Knox's reformation. 

Not far from the cathedral, on the margin of the 
water, flands a fragment of the caftle, in which the 
archbifhop anciently refidcd^ It was never very 
large, and was built with more attention to fecurity 
than pleafure. Cardinal Beatoun is faid to have had 
workmen employed in improving its fortifications, at 
the time ^hcn he was murdered by the ruffians of re- 
formation, in^ the manner of which Knox has given 
what he himfelf calls a merry narrative. 

The change of religion in Scotland^ eagec and ve- 
hement as it was, raifed an epidemical enthufiafnij 
compounded of fuUen fcrupulou&efs and warlike fe- 
rocity, which, in a people whom idlenefs refigned to 
their own thoughts, and who, converiing only with 
each other-, fuffered no dilution of their zeal fix)m the 
gradual influx of new opinions, was long tranfmitted 
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in its full ftrength from the old to the young, but by 
trade and intercourfe with England^ is niow vifibly 
abating, and giving way too faft to that laxity of prac- 
tice,, and indifference of opinion, in which men, not 
fufficiently inftrudted to find the middle point, too 
cafily (belter themfclves from rigour and conftraint. 

The city of St. Andrews^ when it had loft its ar- 
chiepifcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayed : one of 
Its ftreets is now loft ; and in thgfe that remain, there 
is the filence and folitude of inadive indigence and 
gloomy depopulation. 

The univerfity, within a few years, confifted of three 
colleges, but is now reduced to two; the college of St. 
Leonard being lately diffolved by the fale of its build- 
ings, and the appropriation of its revenues to the pro- 
feffors of the two others. The chapel of the alie- 
nated college is yet ftanding, ^ fabrick not ineli^ant ; 
of external ftrufture: but I was always, by fome civil 
cxcufe, hindered from entering it, A decent attempt, 
as I was firice'told, has been madp to convert it into a 
kind of green-houfe, by planting its area with ftirubs. 
This new method of gardening i^ unfuccefsful ; the 
plants do not hitherto profper. To what ufe it will 
next be put, I have no pleafure in conjefturiag. It 
is fomething, that its prefent ftate is at leaft not often- 
tatioully difplayed. Where there is yet (han^e, tl^erq 
may in time be virtue. 

The diffolution .of St. Leonard*^ College ws^s dQubt- 
kfs neceffary; but of that npc^iJity ther^ is reafon 
to complain. It is furely nqt without juft reproach, 
that a nation, of which the commerce is hourly ex- 
tendiijg* and the wcaUh increafing, denies any partici- 
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pation of its profpcrity to its literary focietics ; aod 
vrhilc its merchants or its nobles are raifing palaces^ 
fuffers its univerfities to moulder into dufl- 

Of the two colleges yet (landing, one is by the in-» 
ftitution of its founder appropriated to divinity* It 
is faid to be capable of containing fifty ftudents; but 
more than one muft occupy a chaniber. The library, 
which is of late eredion, is not very fpacious, but 
elegant and luminous. 

The doctor, by whom it was fliewn, hoped to irri^* 
tate or fubdue myEngliJk vanity, by telling me, that 
We had no fuch repofitory of books in England, 

St. Andrews feems to be a place eminently adapted 
to ftudy and education, being fituated in a populous, 
yet a cheap country, and expofing the minds and man^ 
ners of young men neither to the levity and diflblute- 
xicfs of a capital city, nor to the grofs luxury of a towa 
of commerce, places naturally unpropitious to le^Q-» 
ing; in one the defire of knowledge eafily gives way 
to the love of plcafyre, and in the other, is in darker 
of yielding to the love of money. 

The ftudents however are reprefented as at this 
time not exceeding a hundred* Perhaps it may bQ 
fome obftrudion to their increafe that there is no 
cpifcopal chapel in the place. I faw no reafon for 
imputing their pay city to the prefent profeffors; nor 
can the e;^pence of an academical education be very 
reafonably objeded. A ftudent of the higheft clafs 
may keep his annual feffion, or as the EngUjh call it, 
his term, which lafts feven months, for about fifteen 
pounds, and one of lower rank for lefs than ten ; in 
which, board, lodging, and inftry^ipn ^e ^11 included*. . 

The 
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' The chief magiftrate refidcnt in the univeFfity, an* 
fw^ring to our vice-chancellor, and to tht re^or ma^- 
ptfi^us on the (continent, had commonly the title of 
l^rd Reftor -, but being addrefled only as Mr. ReSIor 
in an inauguratory fpcecli by the prefent chancellor, 
he has fallen from his former dignity of ftyle. Lord- 
feip was very liberally annexed by our ancellors to 
any ftatjop 9r charader of dignity : they faid, the? Lord 
Qeneral^ and Lord Ambajfador; fo we ftill fay, ify Lord^ 
%Q the judge upon the circuit, and yet retain in our 
JLiturgy, the Lords of the Council. 

In waking among the ruins of religious buildings, 
we came to two vaults over which had formerly flood 
the jioufe o^ the fub-prior. One of the vaults was in- 
habited by an old woman, who claimed the right of 
s^bode there, as the widow of a man whofe anceftors 
had poffeiTed the fame gloomy manfion for no lefs than 
four generations. The right, however it began, was 
confidered as eftablifbed by legal prefcription, and the 
old woman lives uiidifturbed. She thinks however 
that ftiQ has a claim to fomething more thanfufFerance; 
for as her huiband's name was Brucey flic is allied to 
loyalty, and told Mr. Bofwell^ that when there were 
peribns of quality in the place, flic was diftinguiflied by 
fome notice ; that indeed flie is now negleded, but 
Ihe fpins a thread, has the company of a cat, and is 
troublefome to nobody^ 

Having now fecn whatever this ancient trity of- 
fered to our curiofity, we left it with good wiflies^ 
having reafon to be highly pleafed with the attention 
ti>at was paid iis, But whoever furveys the world 
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muft fee many things that give him pain. The kind- 
nefs of the profeffors did not contribute to abate the 
tineafy remembrance of an univerfity declining, a col- 
lege alienated, and a church profaned and haftening to 
the ground. 

St. Andrews indeed has formerly fufFered more 
atrocious ravages and more extenfive deftruAion, but 
recent evils afFeft with greater force. We were re- 
conciled to the fight of archiepifcopal ruins. The 
diftancc of a calamity from the prefcnt time feems to 
preclude the mind from contaftorfympathy. Events 
long paft are barely known j they are not confidered. 
We read with as little emotipn the violence of Ktiox 
and his followers, as the irruptions of J/aric and the 
Goth. Had the univerfity been deftroyed two centu- 
ries ago, we ftiould not have regretted it ; but to fee it 
pining in decay, and ftruggling for life, fills the mind 
with mournful images and inefTeftual wifhes* 

ABERBROTHJCK. 

As we knew fonow and wifties to be vain, it was 
now our bufinefs to mind our way. The roads of 
Scotland afford little diverfion to the traveller, who 
feldom fees himfelf either encountered or overtaken, 
and who has nothing to contemplate but grounds that 
have no vifible boundaries, or are feparated by walls of 
loofe ftone. From the bank of the I'weed to St. 
Andrews 1 had never feen a fingle tree, which I did 
not believe to have growp up far within the prefent 
century. Now and then about a gentleman^s houfe 
flands a fraa)l plantation, which, in ScouA is called a 
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poRcy^ but of tliefe there are few, and thofe few all very 
young. The variety of fun and ftiade is here utterly 
unknown. There is no tree for either fhclter or 
timber. The oak and the thorn is equally a ftrangcr^ 
and the whole country is extended in uniform naked- 
liefs, except that in the road between Kirkaldy and 
Cowpary I paffed for a few yards between two hedges. 
A tree might be a (how in Scotland, as a horfe in Fenice^ 
At St. Andrews Mr. Bofwell found only one, and 
recommended it to my notice; I told him that 
k was rough and low, or looked as if I thought 
fo. This, faid he, is nothing to another a few miles 
off. I was ftill lefs delighted to hear that another 
tree was not to be feen nearer. Nay, faid a gentle* 
man that flood by, I know but of this and that tree 
m the county. 

^ The Lowlands of Scotland had once undoubtedly an 
equal portion of woods with other countries. Forefts 
are every where gradually diminiftied, as architefturc 
and cultivation prevail by the increafe of people and 
the introdudion'of arts, put I 'believe few regions 
have been denuded like this, where many centuries muft 
have pafled in wafte without the leaft thought of future 
fupply. Davies obferves in his account of Ireland^ that 
BO Irijhr^an had ever planted an orchard. For that 
negligence fome excufe might be drawn from an un- 
fettled flate of life, and the inftability of property ; 
but in Scotland pofleffion has long been fecure, and 
inheritance regular, yet it may be doubted whether 
before the Union any mzn \Kivft^n Edinburgh and 
f.ngland had ever fet a tree. f 
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. Of this improvidence no other account cm b^ givcji 
than that it probably began in times of tu^nult, ami 
coj[itinued becauf^ it had begun. Eftabli fhed cuftom 
is iipt e^filjLfecoken, tiUr foH^^greafe-eveot-fliakes the 
whole fy^em .of . thing&r -ai^ life feepu to recom- 
mence Hp0a4icw prindpies. That before the Union 
the S^ois had little trade and little mcmey, is np valid 
apolo^; for plantation is the leaft expenfive^of all 
ipethods of improvement. ' To drop a feed into the 
graund can coft nothing, s^nd the trouble is not great 
cif proteft^ng the you5g plants till it is out of danger; 
though it muft he allowed to have fome difficulty ia 
places like tbefc^ where they have iieithcr wood for 
paJiifades, aor thorns for hedges. 

Our way was over the FirlA of Tk[y, where, though 
the water was not wide, we paid four fhillings for fer- 
rying the chaife. ItxHcot/and the neceffaries of life 
ajTP eafily procured^ bt^t fyperfluities and el^Jiciesare 
of the fame price at leaft a? in EngU^nd^ and therefore 
ijiay be confidered as mueh d^ayer. 

We ftoppid a while at Vvnd^e^ where I remem- 
ber nothing remarkable, ai^d mounting our chaife 
again, came about the dofe of the day to Aherbrg^ 
tiiifk. . . 

The qfionaftery of Jierir^hifk i$ of gre»t jrenQwn 
in the hiftory of Sctoland. Its ruins afford ample 
teftimony of it& ancient magni^ence: its extent 
might, I fuppofe, eafily be found by following the 
walls among the grafs and weeds, and its height is 
Hnown by fome parts yet ftanding. The arch of 
• one 
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one of the gates is entire, and of another only fo far 
dilapidated as to diverCfy the appearance. A fqiwff 
apartmei^ of great loftinefs is yet ^landing i its ufe J 
could not qonjedure, as its elevation was very dif^ 
proportionate to its area. Two corner towers par^ 
ticularly attradted our attention. Mv.Bofwelly whofo 
inquifitivenefs is fecpnded by great adivity, fcram-f 
bled in at ^ high window, but found the ftairs withia 
broken, and qould not reach the top. Of the other 
tower we ^|vere told that the inhabitants fometimes 
climbed it, but we did not immediately difcern th^ 
entrance, and a$ the night was gathering upon us^ 
^bought proper to defift. Men Ikilled in architedurc 
ipight do whjLt we did not attempt : they might pro^ 
babiy form an exaft ground-plot pf this venerable edi* 
fice. They may from fopie parts yet ftahding conjee^ 
tur? its general form, and perhaps by comparing it 
with other buildings of the farne kind and the fame age,^ 
stttain an idea very near to truth. I (hould fcarceljF 
b§y? regretted my journeyr had it afforded nothing 
more thaa the fight oi Aberbrot^ick, 

U O NT ROSE. 

Leaving tliefe frj^ments of magnificence, we tra-r 
irelled on to Mmtrofi^ which we furveycd iri the 
morning, and found it well built, airy, - and dean. 
The town»houfe is a handfome fabrick with a por- 
tico. We then went to view the Engli/h chapel, 
and found a fmall church, clean to a degree un-. 
known in any other part of Scotland^ with commodi- 
ous galleries, and wbjt was yet lefs expefted, with 
an prgan. . - 

At 
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At our inn we did not find a reception fuch as we 
thought proportionate to the commercial opulence of 
the place ; but Mr. Bofwell defired me to obferve 
that the innkeeper was an Englijhman^ and I then de-? 
fended him as well as I could. 

When I had proceeded thus far, I had opportu* 
nities of obferving what I had never heard, that there 
Were many beggars in Scotland. In Edinburgh the 
proportion is, I think, not lefs than in London^ 'and 
in the fmaller places it is far greater than in Englijk 
towns of the fame extent. It muft, however, be 
allowed, that they are not importunate, nor clamo- 
rous. They folicit filently, or very modeftly, and 
therefore, though their behaviour may ftrike with 
more force the heart of a ftranger, they are certainly 
in danger of miffing the attention of their countrymen. 
Novelty has always fome power; an unaccuftomed 
mode of begging excites an unaccuftomed degree of 
pity. But the force of novelty is by its own nature 
foon at an end ; the efficacy of outcry and perfeverancc 
is permanent and certain. 

The road from Montrofe exhibited a continuation 
of the fame appearances. , The country is ftill naked, 
the l^edges are of ftone, and the fields fo generally 
plowed, that it is bard to imtagini^ where grafs is found 
for the horfes that till them. The harveft, which was 
almofl. ripe, appeared very plentiful. 

Early in the afterjooon Mr. Bafwell obferved that 
we were at no great diftance firom the houfe of lord 
Monkoddo. The magnetifm of his converfation eafily 
drew us out of our way, and the entertainment which 
we received would have been. a fufficient recompence 
for a much greater deviation. 

The 
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The roads beyond Edinbur^ky as they are kfs fre- 
quented, muft be cxpefted to grow gradually rougher; 
but they were hitherto by no means incommodious* 
Wc travelled on with the gentle pace of a Scotch 
driver, who having no rivals in expedition, neither 
gives himfelf nor his horfes unneceffary trouble. We 
did not affeft the impatience we did not feel, but 
were fatisfied with the company of each other, as 
well riding in the chaife, as fitting at an inn. The 
night atid the day are equally folitary and equally 
fafe; for where there are fo few travellers, why Ibould 
there be robbers ? 



ABERDEEN. 

We came fomewhat late to Aberdeen^ and found 
the inn fa full, that we had (bme difficulty in obtain* 
ing admiffion, till Mr. Bofwell made himfelf known : 
his name overpowered all objedion, and we found a 
very good houfe and civil treatment. 

I received the next day a very kind letter from Sir 
Alexander Gordm^ whom I had formerly known in 
hondm^ and, after a Qeflation of all intercourle for 
nt2x twenty years, met here profeffor of phyfick in 
the iCttn/j College. Such unexpeded renewak of ac- 
quaintance may be numbered among the moft pleaf- 
ing incidents of life. 

The knowledge of one profeffor foon procured me 
the notice of the reft, and I did not want any token 
of regard, beings condufted wherever there was any 
thing which I defired to fee, and entcrtai;ied at once 
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with the novelty of the place, and the kindnefs of 
communication. 

To write of the cities of our own ifland with the? 
folenlnfty of geographical defcription, as if we had 
been caft upon a newly difcovered coaft, has the ap- 
pearance of a very frivolous oftentation y yet as Stoi" 
land is little known to the greater part of thofe wh6 
may read thefe obfervations, it is not fuperfluous to 
relate, that under the name of Aberdeen are com- 
prifed two towns, (landing ibout a mile diftant firorii 
each other, but governed, ^ I think, by the fame 
magiftrates. 

Old Aberdeen is the ancient epifcopal city, in which 
are ftill to be feen the remains of the cathedral. It 
has the appearance^of a town in decay, having been 
fituated,- in times wheji commerce was yet unftudied, 
with very little attention to th^ commoditids of the 
harbour. 

New Ahrdeen has all the buflJc of prc^perous trader 
and all the fhow of increafing opulence. It is built by 
the water^fide* The faoufes are large and lofty, and 
the ftreet^ fpacious and clean. They build almofl: 
wholly with the granite ufed in»tlie new jf)avement <5f 
the ftreets of London^ which )is well known not to 
want hardnefs, yet they fhape it eafily. It h beauU- 
ful, and myft bO' very lafting. . 

What particular parts of commerce are chiefly ex-^ 
•rcifed by the merchants of Aberdeen^ I have not 
enquired.. The manufadure which forces itfelf tip* 
on a ftranger's eye is that of kntt-ftockingv on 
which the women of the lower clafs arc vifibly em-f 
ployed. 

• la 
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In each of tbefe towns there is .a coHege, or in 
ftriAei: language an uwverfity; for in both theiie afe. 
profeflbrs df . the lame j^arts of learning, and the 
ceJfeges hold their feflions and confer degrees fe- 
J>arately, with total iiidependehte of one on the 
^then 

In OldMerdem ftands the King's GoUegi^ of which 
the firft prefident was IMlijr Botct^ or BoetkmSy wh5 
TtAy be juftly reverenced as one of the revivers df 
elegant learning. When he fttidied kt Faris^ he was 
Acquainted with Erafmnsj who afVerv^ai^s gave hirti 
a public teftimony of his cfteem, by infcribing to 
him axatalbgue of his works. The ftyle of BoetAim, 
though, perhaps, not always rigorouily pure, is form- 
ed with great diligence upon ancient models, and 
wholly uninfeAed with monaftick barbarity. His 
hiftory is written with elegance and vigour, but hrs 
fabuloufnefi and credulity are juftly blamed. His 
febuloufneft, if he was the author of the fiftions, is 
a fault for which no apology can be made ; but his 
credulity may be cxcufed in an age when all men 
Were credulous, ^Learning was then rifing on the 
wo^ld; but ages fo long accuftomed to darknefs, 
were too much dazzled with its light to fee any thing 
diftindly. The firft race of fcholars in the fifteenth 
century, and fome time after, were, for the moft 
part, learning to fpeak, rather than to think, and 
were therefore more ftudious of elegance than of truth. 
The contemporaries of Boet/ms thought it fufEcient 
to know what the ancients had delivered. The exa- 
mination of tenets and of fads was referved for an- 
other generation. 

Bvethius^ 
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Boethius^ as prefidcnt of the univerfity, enjoyed t 
revenue of forty Scotti/k mt^ks, about two poimds 
four (hillings and lixpence c^ fterling money. Ia 
the preient age of trade and taxes, it is difficult even 
for the imagination fo to raife the value of money, or 
fo to diminifh the demands of life, as to fuppofe 
four-and-forty (hillings a year an honourable ilipend; 
yet it was probably equal, not only to the needs, but 
to the rank of Boethius. The wealth of England was 
undoubtedly to that of Scotland more than five to 
one, and it is known that Henry the Eighth^ among 
whofe faults avarice was never reckoned, granted to 
Roger AJcham^ as a itward of his learning, a penfioa 
of ten pounds a year. 

The other, called the Marifchal College^ is in the 
new town. The hall is large and well lighted. One 
of its ornaments is the pidure of Arthur JohnftoHy who 
was principal of the college, and who holds among 
the Latin poets of Scotland the next place to the ele- 
gant Buchanan. 

In the library I was (hewn fome curiolitiesj a 
Hebrew manufcript of exquifite penman(hip, and a 
Latin tranflation of Arijotlis Politicks by Leonardus 
Aretinuiy written in the Roman charader with nicety 
and beauty, which, as the art of printing has made 
them no longer neceffary, are not now to be found. 
This was one of the latefl perforaunces of the tran- 
scribers, for Aretinus^y^ but about twenty years 
before typc^raphy was invented. This verfion has 
been printed, and may be found in libraries, but 
is little read j for the fame books have been fince 
tranflated both by Fi£lorius and Lambinus^ w:ho 
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lived in an age more cultivated, but perhaps owed 
in part to Areiims that they were able to excels 
him. Much is due to tbofe who firft broke the way 
to knowledge, and left only to their fucceffors the: 
tafk of fmoothing it. e 

* In both thefe colleges the methods of inftruftion- 
aare nearly the fame; the lectures differing; only by the', 
accidental difference of diligence, or djility in the- 
profeflbrs. The ftudents wear fcarlet gowns, and theJ 
profeflbrs black, which is, I believe, /the acadcmicaL 
drefs in all the Smtyh univerfities, except that c£ 
Edinburgby where the fcholars are not diftinguifticd/ 
hf any-particular habit. In the King^^ College there i«: 
kept a pubUck table, but the fcholiurs o£ the MarifcAaL 
GoMege ^rt boarded in the towm The expence of liv-^ 
ing is here, according to the information that I couldi 
obtain, fomewhat more than at Su Andrews. 

The courfe of education is extended to four years,/ 
at the end of which thofe who take a degree, who ^ , 
are not many, become matters of arts; and whoever 
is^a matter may, if he pleafes, immediately commence 
dodor. The title of dodor, how^bvcr^ was for a con- 
fiderable time beftx>wed only on phyficlans. The ad- 
vocates are examined and approved by their own. 
body ; the minifters were not ambitious of titles, or 
were afraid of being cenfured for ambition ; and the 
doftorate in every Acuity was commonly given or 
fold inta other countries. The minifters are now re- 
conciled to dittinftion, and as it mutt always happen 
that fome will excel others, have thought graduation 
a proper teftimony of uncommon abilities or acqui- . 
fitions. 
VoL.yill. Q The 
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The indifcrinEnnate coHation of d^rees has jiiftlf * 
teken away that refped which they originally claimed^ 
as ftamps by which the literary value of min fo dtf- 
ttnguHhed was authoritatrrely denoted. That acade* 
mical honours, or any others, (houki be confented 
with exad proportion to merit, is more than fauniaa 
judgment or human mt^ity have giv^ reiafea ta 
e3ffpe6t. Perhaps decrees in unrverfities ctonot be 
better adjufled by any general rule than \iy tlM le^b 
of time pafled in the publi<:k profeffioft of kafning. 
An Engtijk or /r^.doftorate cannot be obtained! by.;^ 
viery young man, and it is reatfbnable to fuppofe, wbaf 
if l^Qswife by experience cdmraionly fbtmd true, that 
Be who is by ige qualified to be a doiflor, has in fo 
much time gained learning fdftcient' not to di%rJK:<f 
the title, or wit fuffident not td dcfee it. 

The Scotch univeriities hoB but one term or fcffioi 
\\fi the year. Thtac of &u Andreufs cbntrnucs eight 
HKinths, thait oi Aberd^ onlj' Eve, from) the fkftof 
Nofotmber to thee firft of ApriL 

In Aberdeen there is zn Engl^ chapel, iit which 
the cangregatioa was jitiincrbus and Iplendid. Thrf 
form of public' worfbip ufed by the church of Ef^" 
landy is in Scotland IcgaUy pradfifed in Kccnfed cha- 
peds ,ferved by clergymen of EngUJh or Irijk ordtiia'- 
Jtion^ and by tacit comrivance quietly permitted in fe- 
paxate congregations, fupplied with minifters^ by the' 
fucceflfors of the bilhops who? wiere deprived at the 
Revolution* 

. We came to Aberdeen on Saturday , Auguft zi. On 

Monday we were invited into the town-hall, where' 

I had the freedom of the city given me by the Lord 

8 Provoft^ 
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Protoftv The hdm&tT cohferTftd had all the dcco- 
r«:i6iK that p6lJf*he6 co\M ^d^ ind what I a/n 
affeM I didil^ riot' Eaire Md to fay of any city fouth 
cf th6 TwtSd, I found ha petty ofHtdr bowing for 
a feie. 

Th6 pHrehmtent containing the tfeeotd of aidrhif- 
flfcto is, with the ftal appending^ feftin'ed to a? rib- 
band,, attd *rot*ft f6P One daiy by thte new cifizin in 
ht^h^t. 

By a l^dy Who fevf u^ at the cha^l, the earl of Ei^» 
rol was iwfermfed of our atfrivaJ, arid We Kad the honour 
of an invitation to his feat, cialled $ldiks Go/lie^ as I 
am f 6lcl^ irfi^fi^rly, from^ the cdftle of that n^me, 
which once flood at a place not far diftan*. 

"f he I'oad beyond Aberdeen grew mOre ftony, and 
cOntihtted equtdly naked of all vegetable decoration. 
We travelled over a traA of ground he* the fea, 
which, not Jbhg ago; foflfered a very untorhmotf and 
urteiipfeaed calattiity. Thte fand of the fhore was*' 
raifed by a tempeft in fuch quantities, and carried 
to* fuch ^ diftance, that 2to eftate was Overwhelttt- 
ed and loft, Suc& and fo hopeleft Was thi barren- 
neft fuperinduced, that the owner, when he was re- 
ijuircd to pay the ufual* taxy dcfired rather to refign 
the ground, 

jSLANES CASTLE. THE BULLER OF BUCHAN. 

We' c»nie in the afternobn* to Slanes Cajtfe, built 
upon the margin of the fes^ fo that the wails of one 
of the towers feem only a continuation of a perpen- 
diculat rock, the foot of which is beaten by the 
waves. To walk round the houfe feemed irtiprafti- 
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c^ble. From the windows the eye wanders over the 
fea that feparates Scotland from Horway^ and when . 
the winds beat with violence, muft enjoy all the terri- 
fick grandeur of the tempeftuous ocean. I would not 
for my amufcment wifti for a ftorm 3 but as ftorms, 
whether wiflhed or not, will fometimes happen, I may 
fay, without violation of humanity, that I fhould 
willingly look out upon them from Slants Caftle. 

When we were about to ' take our leave, our de- 
parture was prohibited by the countefs till we fhould 
^ave feen two places upon theco^ which (he right- . 
ly confidered as worthy of curiofity, Dun Buy j and 
the Bull^ of Buchan^ to which Mr. Boyd very kindly 
condufted us. 

Dun Buyy which in Erfe is (aid to fignify the Yellow 
Rocky is a double protuberance of ftone, open to the 
ipain fea on one fide, and parted from the land by a 
very narrow channel on the other. It h^s its name 
and its colour from the dung of innumerable fea-fowls, 
which in the fpring choofe this place as convenient for 
incubation, and have their eggs and their young taken 
in great abundance. One of the birds that frequent 
this rock has, as we were told, its body not lai^er 
than a duck's, and yet lays eggs as large as thofe of 
a goofe. This bird is by the inhabitants named a . 
Coot. That which is called Coot in Eng/and, is here 
a Cooier. 

Upion thefe rocks there was nothing that could 
long detain attention, and we foon turned our eyes 
to the Bul/er, or Bouilloir $f Buchan^ which no man . 
can fee with indifference, who has either fenfe of 
danger, or delight in rarity. It is a rock perpen* 
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dlcularly tubulated, united on one fide with a high 
fliore, and on the other rifing fteep to a great height, 
above the main fea. The top is open, from which 
may be feen a dark gulf of water which flows into 
the cavity, through a breach made in the lower part 
of the inclofing rock. It has the appearance of a 
vaft well bordered with a wall. The edge of the 
Buller is not wide, and to thofe that walk round, 
appears very narrow. He that ventures to look 
downward, ftes that if his foot (hould flip, he roxifl 
fall from his dreadful elevation upon fliones on one 
fide, or into the water on the other. We however 
went round, and were glad when the circuit was com- 
pleted. 

When we came down to the fea, we faw fome boats, 
and rowers, and refolved to explore the Buller, at the 
bottom. We entered the arch, which the water had 
hiade, and found ourfelves in a place, which, though 
we could not think ourfelves in danger, we could fcarce- 
ly furvey without fome recoil of the mind. The bafon 
in which we floated was nearly circular, perhaps thirty 
yards in diameter. We were inclofed by a natural wall, 
rifing fteep on every fide to a height which produced 
the idea of infurmountable confinement. The inter- 
ception of all lateral light caufed a difmal gloom. 
Ro.und us was a perpendicular rock, above us the 
diftant fley, and below an unknown profundity of 
water. If I had any malice againft a walking fpirit, 
inftead of laying him in the Red-fea; I would condemn 
him to refide in iht Buller of Buchan. 

Bpt terrour without danger is only one of the fports 
of fancy, a voluntary agitation of the mind that is 
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pehnkted no longer than it pl^feis* Wp W^f ^9 
^ lei(ure to exaauqe the plaqe wtf fa liai^Vl;.^ infpe&iiqny 
and found many canties wfaidi, 9^ the wM^m^»fS^ 
BS, went bax:]cw«:d to a depth wbi^fa t}i€^ j^ PfY^ 
exploned. Thieir extent we had uot tiraje to^ry; ^^ 
are faid to ferye diflferent pwrpQfc§. L?dks cioipc hj;? 
ther ibmetimes in the fummerwith cpI}§tioQi, 9^4 
£eaugg}eci^ make tbetn ftpre-houCe^ for (Mn^^m^ ojyerT 
cfaandi£b. It h hardly to be dopbted but the f^i^^jS 
of ancient times c^ten uiibd them a^ md^a.iofi^ oi 
arms, or repofitories gf pjynder. 

To the little yeflels ufjed by the i^prtljprp rp\yer?| 
the BulUr may h^y^ fervjed as a ^.elter froi^ ftc^m^ 
and perhaps as^ a retreat from enemies ; the entr^pc^ 
mi^t have been ftppped, or guarded vf'^h little diffi- 
cuhyj and thou^ the velfels tb^t were ftatv)pe4 
within would have been battered with ftpnes flipwefT 
cd on them from above, yet the crevvs would havf 
lain fafe in the caverns. 

Ne?ct morning we continued our journey, plef^fecj 
with our reception at S/anes Cqftle^ of which we ha4 
now leifure to recount the grandeur and the ele- 
gance ; for our way affprded us few topicks of conver-r 
fation. The grpwnd was neither uncultivated i^pf 
unfruitful ; but it was ftijl aU arable. Of flpc}c$ py 
herds there was no appearance. I had now traveled 
two hundred miles in Scotland^ and &eq only one tre^ 
ijpt younger tliaft myfclf* 

B A M F F. 

. We dined ihis day at the houfe of Mw Frazer 
of Streifhton, who Ihowed us in his grounds fom^ 
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Honts yet ilaoding of a Druidical circle, smd what 
i began to think mons worthy of jtotice, fbme foreft 
4arees of full growth* 

At ni^ we can^ to Boi^iff^ where I renwmbor 
nothing that particularly claimed my attention. The 
imcknt towns of Scotland have generally an appiar- 
jUKe anufual Xo Englijhmen, Thehoufes, whether great 
orftaajl, arc for the moft part buik of ftories. Their 
ends aire now and then next the ftreets, and the ea« 
traobe into them is very often by a flight of fteps, 
which rea^ljes iip to the fecond ftory; the fltx)r which 
is kyd with the ground being entered only by ftairs 
.descending within the houfe. 

The art of joining fquares of glafe with lead is little 
tifcd in Scotldndj and in fome places is totally for- 
gotten. Th^ fraijies of their windows are all of wood* 
They are naore frqgjsj of .their glafs than the Englijk^ 
jajid will crften, in houies not otherwife mean, com- 
pofe a fquare of two piec^, not joinirjg like cracked 
glfl.6, hxxt with one ^ge laid perhaps half an inch 
over the other. Their windows do not move upctfi 
hinges, but are puftie^ up and drawn down in grooves, 
yiet they are feldom accommodated with weights and 
pullics. He tb&t would have his window open muft 
hold it with his hand, unlefs what may be {bmetitrws 
fiaund among good contrivers, there be a nail which be 
may ftick into a hole, to keep it from falling* 

What cannot be done without fome imcomtaon 

trouble or particular expedient, will not qft^n be 

done at all. The incommodioufncfe of the SeQt^k 

wiadows kcqps them v^ry clofely ihiit. The ne- 
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ceflity of ventilating human habitations has not yc^ 
been found by our northern neighbours 5 and even 
in houfes well built and elegantly furniihed, a ftrans- 
germay be fometimes forgiven, if he allows himfelf 
to wiQi for fireftier air. 

Thefe diminutive obfervations feem to take away 
ibmething ftom the dignity of writing, and therefore 
are never commimicated but with hefitation, and a 
-little fear of abafement and contempt. But it muft 
bei remembered, that life conlQfts not of a feries of 
illuftrious aftions, or elegant enjoyments; the greater 
.part of our time paffes in conlfdiance with neceffities, 
in the performance of daily duties, in the removal of 
fmall inconveniencies, in the procurement of petty 
pleafures ; and we are well or ill at eafe, as the main 
.fbe^^n of life glides on fdiobthly, or is ruffled by 
, finall obftacles and frequent interruption. The true 
ftate of every nation is the date of common life. Tte 
manners of a people are not to be found in the fchools 
g£ learning, or the palaces^of great nefs, where the na- 
tional charadter is obfcured or obliterated by travel or 
inftrudion, by philofophy or vanity ; nor is publick 
hapjMnefs to be eftimated by the affemblies of the 
gay, or the banquets of the rich. The great mafs of 
nations is neither rich nor gay : they whofe a^regate 
ccmftitutes the people, are found in the flxeets and 
the villages, in the (hops and farms ; and from them, 
colledively confidered, muft the meafure of general 
profperity be taken. As they approach to delicacy, 
a nation is refined; as their conveniencies are multi- 
plied, a nation, at leaft a commercial nation, muft be 

' denominated wealthy. 
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ELGIN. 

Finding nothing to detain us at Bamffy we fet out 
in the morning, and halving break&fted at Ctdlen^ 
about noon came to £i^/«, where, in the inn that 
we fuppofed the beft,a dinner was fet before us, which 
we could not eat. This was the firft time, and ex- 
cept one, the laft, that I found any reafon to complain 
of a Scottijh table; and fuch difappointments, I fup- 
pofe, muft be expedted in every country, where there 
is no great frequency of travellers. 

The ruins of the cathedral of Elgin afforded us 
another procrf of the wafte of reformation. There is 
enough yet remaining to (hew, that it was once 
magnificent. Its whole plot is eafily traced.* On 
the north fide of the choir, the chapter-houfe, which 
is roofed with an arch of done, remains entire i and 
on the fouth fide, another mafs of building, which 
we could not enter, is preferved by the care of the 
family of Gordon s but the body of the church is a 
mafs of fragments. 

A paper was here put into our hands, which dc^ 
duced from fufEcient authorities the hiftory of this 
venerable ruin. The church of Eigin had, in the 
inteftine tumults of the barbarous ages; toeen laid 
wafte by the irruption of a Highland chief, whom 
the bifiiop had offended; but it was gradually re- 
,£lored to the date of which the traces may be now 
difcerned, and was at laft not deftroyed by. the tu- 
multuous violence of Knox, but more (hamefully 
fuffered to dilapidate by deliberate robbery and 
frigid indifference. There is ftiU extent, in the 
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books of the council, an order, of which I cannot 
remember the date,Jju<: w^dk was doubtlcfs iflued 
after the reformation, direfting that the lead, which 
irpyers tbie two cathftir»ls of EigtH and 4hfdfeny 
^all be jtaken aw*y» and cctoyertccj into mooey for 
Jhe fupport of thp ftrttjy. A $cot€h army was in tfa<e6 
times y^ry cb^^piy kept ; yet the kad oi two dxnichu 
TOuft have borne fo fmaJl a proportion to any militaqr 
«Kpence, tb»t it i^ bard not to believe the reafoa 
^dged to be merely popular, 2^nd the money ior 
tended for fomc private purfe. The order howevcfr 
was obeyed j the two churches were fl;ripped, ;|nd t\xt 
lead was (hipped to be fold in Hidland* I hope ^ery 
reader will rejoice that thb cargo of facrilegp was lofl: 
at &a. 

Let us not IioweKrer maki^ too much hafte to defpife 
our neighbours. Our own cathedrals are moulder- 
ing by unregarded (dilapidation. It feems to be pa£t 
of the defpicable philc^opby of the time to defpi& 
monuments of (acred magnilicence, and we are in 
danger of doing that deliberately, which the Scots did 
not do but in the unfettled ftate of an impcrfciSb 
conditutioQ. 

Thofe who had once uncovered the cathedrals never 
wUhed to cover them again ; and beiag thus mad« 
uielefs, th^y were firft negleded, and perhaps, as the 
Hone was wanted, afterwards demoliihed. - 

Elgin feeips a place of little trade, and thinly in- 
faabited. The epifcopal cities of Scotland^ I believe^ 
generally fell with their churches, though fome of 
them have fince recovered by a fituation convenient 
for commerce. Thus Glafgowy though it has no 
longer an'archbiihop, has rifen beyond its origjnil 

ftate 



Digitized by 



Google 



WESTERN ISLANPS, ^c. 035 

fUte by the opplence of its traders j aii(J Aberdeef^^ 
thoug)i Us ancient ftqck had decayed, flouriflies by ^ 
new fhoot in another place. 

In the^ chief ftrept ' of £i^i», the hpufes jut over the 
Jaweft ftory, like the old buiidings of timber in London^ 
h}i\ with greater prpijiinpnce ; lb that there is £bme- 
tiojes a walk for a confi^erabie length under a cloiftex, 
or portico, which is now indeed frequently broker^ 
Jbiecaufe the new l}oufes have another form, but feems 
to have been uniforrply continued in the old city. 



FORES. CALDER. FORT GEORGE. 

We went forwards the fame day to Fores y the town 
Jo which Macbeth was travelling when he met the 
weird fitters in his way. This to an Englijhman is claf- 
fick ground. Our imaginations were heated, and our 
thoughts recalled to theii? old amufements. 

We had now a prelude to the Highlands. We 
began to leave fertility and culture behind us, and faw 
for a great length of road nothing but heath ; yet at 
FockabarSy a feat belonging to the duke of Gordon^ 
there Is an orchard, which in Scotland I had never 
feen before, with fome timber-trees, and a plantation 
ofo^ks. 

At Fores we found good accommodation, but no- 
thing worthy of particular remark, and next morn- 
ing entered upon the road on which Macbeth heard 
the fatal predidion i but we travelled on not inter- 
rupted by promifes of kingdoms, and came to Nairn^ 
a royal burgh, which, ' if once it flouriflied, is now 
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in a ftate of miferable decay; but I know not whe-r 
thcr its chief annual magiftrate has not ftill the title of 
Lord Provoft. 

At Nairn we may fix the vei^e of the Highlands j 
for here I firft faw peat fires, and firft heard the Erfi 
language. We had no motive to ftay longer than t6 
breakfeft, and went forward to the houfe of Mr. Afo- 
caulay^ the minifter who publiftied an account of 5/. 
Kilda^ and by his direftion vifited Calder Cafile^ firom 
which Macbeth drew his fecond title. It has been 
formerly a place of ftrength. The draw- bridge is ftill 
to be feen, but the moat is now dry. The tower is very 
ancient. Its walls are of great thicknefs, arched on the 
top with ftone,and furrounded with battlements. The 
reft of the houfe is later, though far from modern. 

We were favoured by a gentleman, who lives ih » 
the caftle, with a letter to one of the officers at Fort 
George^ which being the moft regular fortification in 
the ifland, well deferves the notice of a traveller, who 
has never travelled before. We went thither next 
day, found a very kind reception, were led round the 
works by a gentleman, who explained the ufe of every 
part, and entertained by Sir Eyre Coote^ the governor, 
with fuch elegance of converfation, as left us no atten- 
tion to the delicacies of his table. 

Oi Fort George I (hall. not attempt to give any ac* 
count. I cannot delineate it fcientifically, and a loofe 
and popular defcription is of ufe only when the ima- 
gination is to be amufed. There was every where an 
appearance of the utmoft neatnefs and regularity. But 
my fuffrage is of littfe value, becaufe this and Fort 
Augiijffis are the only garrifons that I ever faw. 

Wc 
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We did not regrd: the time fpcnt at the fort, 
though in confequence of our delay we came fome- 
what late to Invernefsy the town which may properly 
be called the capital of the Highlands. Hither the 
inhabitants of the inland parts come to be fuppliod 
with what they cannot make for themfelves : hither 
the young nymphs of the mountains and vallies are 
fent for -^ucation, and as far as my obfervation has 
reached, ar^ not fent in vaia« 



INVERNESS. 

^In^ernefs wias the laft place which had a regular 
communication by high roads with the fouthern coun- 
ties. All the ways beyond it have, I believe, been 
made by the foldiers in this cpntury. At Invernefs 
therefore Cromwell^ whSn he fubdued Scotland^ fta- 
tioned a garrifon, as at the boundary of the Highlands. 
The foldiers feem to have incorporated afterwards 
with the inhabitants, and to have peopled the place 
with an Englijh race; for the language of this town has 
been long confidered as peculiarly elegant. 

Here is a caftle, called the caftle of Macbeth^ the 
walls of which are yet (landing. It was no very ca- 
pacious edifice, but ftands upon a rock fo high and 
fteep, that I think it was once not acceffible, but by 
the help of ladders, or a bridge. Over againft it, on 
another hill, was a fort built by Cromwell^ now to- 
tally demoliftied ; for no fadlion of Scotland loved the 
name of Cromwell^ or had any defire to continue his 
43aemoryt 

Yet 
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, Yet what tiic Romans did ta other nations, Was iria 
great degree done by Crowivdl to the Scots i he' 
civilized them by conqticft, and ihtroduced by lifcftil 
violence the arts of peace, I w^ told at Abetdeen^ that 
the peo^e learned from GrorAweWs foldicrs to miake 
(hoes and to plant Itail. 

How tth«y lived wrthoot kail, it is n6t cafy to gueft^ 
tbcy cuhivafe hardly any othter plant for common 
tables, and when they had .not. kail tb^y probably had : 
nothing. The numbers that go bare-foot are ftill 
fufficient to (how that fhoes may be fpared ; they are 
not yet confidered as neceflaries of life ; for tall boys, 
not otherwife meanly dreffed, run without them in the 
ftrcets; and; in the iflands the foils of geirtlemea pals 
leveral of their firft years with nafked feet. 

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the Scoi^ 
to have attained the liberal, without the manual arts, 
to have excelled in ornamental knowledge, and to 
have wanted not only the elc^ncies, but the conveniv 
encies of common life. Literature foon after its rovi^ 
val, found its way to Scotland, and from the middle of 
the fixteenth century, almoft to the middle of the 
feventeenth, the politer ftudies were very diligently 
purfued. The Latin poetry of DelicU Po'etarmi 
Scotorum would have done honour to any nation ; ^ 
lead till the publication of Mafs Supplemm^ the 
Englifli had very little to oppofe. 
' Yet men thus ingenious and inquifitive were con* 
tent to live in total ignorance of the trades by which 
human wants are fupplied, and to fupply them by 
the grofleft means. 'rtU the Union made them ac» 
ijuainted with En^UJh manners, the culture of their . 
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landj^ *as unftilful^ and tbar domeftitk life imform- 
ed J ihelf tab^tes were Coatrie Bg the fe^s b{ E/kmeau^tt 
and their hottfes filthy as the cottages of Hottentots. 

Since they have known th^ their condition was^ 
capable of impfotenieot, their progrcfs in ufrful 
knowledge iifas been ilapid and wiifo^rm. What re- 
mains to be do'ne they wHl qukkly do, amd then wil- 
der, lik6 me, why timt which was fo necefl&fy and fo 
erfy vtes fo lofigdeteyed. But thev muft be for evet 
content to owe to the Englijh that degadcc and cul- 
ture, which, if they had been vigilant and adtive, 
perhaps the Englijh might have owed to them. 

Here the ip^arance of life began to alter. I had 
feeh 3 few wottKh with pbkfc at Aberdeen % but at 
Jjvuernefs the Highland mariners are comiAon. There 
is I think a kirk, ki which only the Erje lai^uage 
is urfed. There is likewife an EngHfli chapel, but 
lieanly built> whei« dn Smdaj^ we faw a very decent 
cbn^egationL 

We were now to bid fatewcJ to the luxury of tra- 
vbfting, and to enter a country upon whidb perhaps 
no wfeeel bias evdr rolled. Wc could indeed have 
ufed c^QT poft-chaife one day longer, along the mili- 
tary read to Fm Jugujlus, but we could have hired 
00 horfes beyond Invemefs^ and wc were not fo 
fparing of ourfelves, as to lead them, merely that 
vb toight have one day longei? the indulgence of a 
Carriage^ 

At Invermfs therefore we procured three horfe$ 
for ourfelves and a fervant, and one more for our 
ba^al^y which was no very hedvy load. We found 
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in the tourfe of our jouriiey the convenience of hav- 
iiig difencumbered ourfelves by laying afide whatever ' 
we could fpare; for it is not to be imagined without 
experience, how in climbing crags, and treading, bogs, 
and^ winding tll6ugh narrow and obftrudled paflages^ 
a little btlk wul hinder, and a little weight will bur- 
den ; cm* how often a man that has pleafed himfelf at 
home with . his own refcJution, will, in the hour of 
darknefs and fatigue, be content to leave behind him 
every thing but hiihfeE 

.LOUGH NESS. 

We took two Highlanders to run beiide us, partly 
to (how us the way, and partly to take back. from the. 
lea^fide the borfes, of which they were the owners. 
One of them was a man of great livelincfs and aftivity, 
of whom his companion (aid, that he would tire any 
borfe in Invsrnefs. Both of them were civil and 
ready-handed. Civility feems part of the national 
charafter of Highlanders. Every chieftain is a mo- 
narch, and politenefe, the natural produd of royal 
government, is diffufed from the laird through the 
whole clan. But they are not comnlonly dextrous:, 
their narrownefs of life confines them to a few opera* 
tions, and they are accuflomed to endure little wants, 
more than to remove them. 

- We mounted our fteeds on the twenty-eighth of 
Auguji, and direfted our guides to conduft us to Fort 
Auguftus. It is built at the head of Lough NefSy of 
which invernefs flands at the outlet. The way be-* , 
tween them has been cut by the foldicrs, and the 
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greater part of it runs along a rock, levelled with great 
labour and exadnefs, near the water-fide, 

Moft of this day's journey was very pleafant. The 
day, thcftigh bright, was not hot 5 and the appearance 
of the country, if I had not feen the Peaky would 
have been wholly new. We went upon a furface fo 
hard and level, that we had little care to hold the 
bridle, and were therefore at full leifure for contem- 
plat ion. On the left were high and fteepy rocki 
fliaded with birch, the hardy native of the north, and 
covered with fern or heath. On the right the limpid 
waters of Lough Nefs were beating their bank, and 
waving their furface by a gentle agitation. Beyond 
them were. rocks fometimes covered with verdure, 
and fometimes towering in horrid nakednefe. Now 
and then we efpied a little corn-field, which ferved 
to imprefs more ftrongly the general barrennefs. 

Lougk Nefs is about twenty-four miles long, and 
from one mile to two miles broad. It is remark* 
able that BoethiuSy in his defcription of Scotlandy gives 
it twelve miles of breadth. When hillorians or geo- 
graphers exhibit falfe accounts of places far diftant, 
they may be forgiven, becaufe they can tell but what 
they are told; and that their accounts exceed tho 
truth may be juftly fuppofed* becaufe moft men ex» 
aggerate to others, if not to themfelves : but Boe^ 
tkius lived at no great diftancei if he never faw th^ 
lake, he muft have been v^ry incurious, g.nd if ho 
had feea it, his veracity yielded to very flight tempta^ 
tions. 

Lougk Nefs, though not twelve miles broad, is 9 
very remarkable* diffufion of water without iflands^ 

Vol. VIII. R It 
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It fills ^ Uyrge hollow between two ridges of hig^ rodb^ 
being fupplied partly by the torrents which fall into it 
on either fide, ami partly, as is fuppofed, by fpringsat 
the bottom. Its water is remarkably clear acnd pleafaht, 
and is imagined by the natives to be medicinaj. We 
were told, that it is in fome places a hundred and forty 
fejthom deep, a profundity fcarcely credible, and whicfr 
probably thofe that relate it have never founded. Its 
fifli are falmon, trout, and pike. 

It was faid at Fort AuguftuSf that Lougk Nefs \9 
open in the hardeft winters, though a lakfe not &r 
from it is covered with ice. In difcufling thefe ex- 
ceptions from the courfe of nature, the firft queftioa 
is, whether the faft be juftly ftated. That which is 
ftrange is delightful, and a pleafing errour is not wil- 
lingly detected. Accuracy of narration is not very 
common, and there are few fo rigidly pbilofophicaJy 
as not to reprefent as perpetual, what is onjy fr^uent, 
or as conftant, what is really cafual. If it be true 
that Lough Nefs never freezes, it is either flieltered by 
its high.banks from the cold blafts, and expofed.ojily 
to thofe winds which have more power to agifeate than 
congeal s or it is kept in perpetual mtotion by the ru(h 
of ftreams from the rocks that cnclofe it. Its profun- 
dity, though it (hould be fuch as is reprefented, can 
have little part in this exemption ; for though deep 
wells are not frozen, becaufe their water is fecluded 
from the external air, yet where a wide furface is ex- 
pofed to the full influence of a freezing atmoiphere, I 
know not why the depth (hould keep it open. Natural 
philofophy is now one of the favouritie ftudie$ of the 
7 Scoii{/& 
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Sj/f^tifi latioD, and Lougk Ne/s well defervesto be dili* 
g^nt^ly examined. 

• The road oa which we travelled, and which was 
itfelf a fowce of entertainment, is made along the rock, 
in the dircftion of the lough, fometimes by breaking 
off protuberances, and fometimes by cutting the great 
ihafs of ftonc to a confiderable depth. The fragments 
are piled in a loofe wall on either fide, with apertures 
left at very Ihort fpaces, to give a paffage to the win- 
try currents. Part €rf" it is bordered with low trees, 
from which our guides gathered nuts, and would have 
had the appearance of an Englijk lane, except that an 
Engl^ l^ne is almoft always dirty. It has been made 
with great labour, but has this advantage, that it can* 
not, without equal labour, be broken up. 

Within our fight there were goats feeding or play« 
ing. The mountains have red deer, but they came 
not within view ; and if what is faid of their vigilance 
and fubtlety be true, they have fome claim to that 
palm of wifdom, which the eaftern philofopher, whom 
AliMnder interrogated, gave to thofc beafts which live 
furtheft from men. . 

Near the way, by the water-fide, we efpied a cot- 
tage. Thi« was the firft Highland hut that I had 
feen ; and as our bufinefs was with life and manners, 
we were willing to vifit it. To enter a habitation 
without leave, feems to be not confidered here as rudev 
qefe or intrufion. The old laws of hofpitality ftill 
give this licence to a ftranger. 

A hut is conftrufted with loofe ftones, ranged for 
the moft part with fbme tendency to circularity. 
It muft be placid where the wind cannot a(3: upon it 
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with violence, becaufe it has no cemerit ; and wherti 
the water will run eafily away, becaufe it has no floor 
but the naked ground. The wall, which is commonly 
about fix feet high, declines from the perpendicular a 
little inward. Such rafters as can be procured are 
then raifed for a roof, and covered with heath, which 
makes a ftrong and warm thatch, kept from flying off 
by ropes of twifl:ed heath, of which the ends, reaching 
from the centre of the thatch to the top of the wall, 
are held firm by the weight of a large fl:6ne. No light 
is admitted but at the entrance, and through a hole in 
the thatch, which gives vent to the fmoke. This 
hole is not diredly over the fire, lefl: the rain ftiould 
extinguifti it ; and the fmoke therefore naturally fills 
the place before it efcapes. Such is the general 
ftru&ure of the hdufes in which one of the nations of 
this opulent and powerful ifland has been hitherto con- 
tent to live. Huts however are not more uniform 
than palaces ; and this which we were inlpefting was 
very far from one of the meaneft, for it was divided 
into feveral apartments ; and its inhabitants poflfefled 
fuch property as a paftoral poet might exalt into 
riches. 

When we entered, we found an old woman boiling 
goatVflefti in a kettle. She fpoke little Engltjh^ but 
we had interpreters at hand, and flie was willing enough 
to difplay her whole fyftem of oeconomy. She has 
five children, of which none are yi^t gone from her. 
The eldeft, a boy of thirteen, and her hufl^and, who is 
eighty years dd, were at work in the wood. Her 
two next fons were gone to Invemefs to buy meal^ by 
which oatmeal is always meant. Meal flie confidered 
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as cxpwlive focx], and told us, that in fpring when 
th^ goats gave milk, the children could live without 
it. She is miftrefs of fixty goats, and I faw many kids 
in an enclofure at the end of her hpufe* She had alfo 
fome poultry. By the lake we faw a potatoe-garden, 
and a fmall fpot pf ground on which flood four (hucks, 
containing each twelve (heaves of barley. She h^s all 
this from the labour of their own hands, and for what 
is nec^ffary to be bought, her kids ^nd her chickens 
are fent to market. 

With the true paftoral hofpitality, (he afked 14s tP 
fit down and drink whiiky. She is rgligiovis, aiid 
though the kirk is four miles off, prob^^bly eight E^-* 
glijh miles, (he goes thither every Sunday. We gave 
her a (hilling, and (he begged fnuffs for fnyff i^ the 
luxury of a Highland cottage. 

Soon afterwards we came to the General^ s Hut^ fo 
called becaufe it was the temporary abode of Wade^ 
while he fuperintended the works upon the road. It 
is now a houfe of entertainment for paflTenger^, an(| 
W? found it not ill (locked with prpvifions. 

^ FALI4 OF JPIERS, ^ 

Towards evening we cro(red by a bridge, the 
river which makes the celebrated Fall of Fiers. .The 
t:ountry at the bridge (Irikes the imagination with all 
^he gloon^ aqd grandeur of Siberian folitude. The 
way makes a flexure, and the mountains, covered 
with trees, rife at once on the left hand and in the 
front, We defired our guides to (hew us t' c Fall^ 
^nd difmounting clambered oyer very rugged crags^ 
^ill \ began to wi(h that our curio(ity might have 
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been gratified with lefs trouble and danger. W!tf 
came at laft to a place where we could overlook tho 
river, and faw a channel torn, as it feems, through 
black piles of done, by which the ftream is obftruAed 
and broken, till it comes to a very fteep defcept, of 
fuch dreadful depth, that we were naturally inclined 
to turn afidei our eyes. 

But we vifitcd the place at an wnfeafonaWe time, 
and found it divefted of its dignity and teitour. Na- 
ture never gives every thing at once. A long con- 
tinuance of dry weather, which made the reft rf the 
way eafy and delightful, deprived us of the pteafufe 
cxpefted from the Fa/i of Fiers* The river having 
fiow no water but what the fprings fupply, (howed 
us only a fwift current, clear and (hallow, fretting 
over the afperities of the rocky bottom ; and we were 
left to exercife our thoughts, by endeavouring to 
conceive the efFeft of a thoufand ftreams poured 
from the mountains into one- channel, ftruggling 
for expanfion in a narrow paflkge, exafperated by 
rocks rifing in their way, and at laft difcharging all 
their violence of waters by a fudden fall through the 
horrid chafm. 

The way now grew lefs eafy, defcending by an 
uneven declivity, but without either dirt or danger. 
We did not arrive at Fort Augujlxis till it was late.' 
Mr. Eofwelly who, between his father's merit and. his 
own, is fure of reception wherever he comes, fent a 
fcrvant before to beg admiffion and entertainment 
for that night. Mr. ^rapaudj the governor, treated 
us wirh that courtefy which is fo clofely connefted 
with the military character. He came out to meet 
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lis beyond the gates, and apologized that, at fo late 
nn hour, the rules of a garrifon TulFered him ti> give 
ps entrance only ^t the pofternp 

FORT AVGUStUS. 

In the morning we viewed the fort, which k 
much lefs than that of fSf. George^ and is faid to be 
commanded by the neighbouring hilb.* It was not 
long ago taken by the Highlanders. But its fituatioh 
ieems well chofen for pleafure, if not for ftrength ; 
it Hands at the head of the lake, and, by a floop of 
(ixty tons, is fupplied from Invernefs with great con? 
venience. 

We were now to crofs the Highlands towards the 
iveftern coaft, and to content ourfelves with fuch ac- 
fcommodationis, as a way fo little frequented could 
afford. The journey was not formidable, for it w^s 
tut of two days, very unequally divided, bec^ufe the 
only houfe where we could be entertained, was no( 
further off than a third of the way. We fopn came 
li> a high hill, which we mounted by a military road^ 
^ut in travcrfes, fo that as we went upon a higher 
ftage, we f^w the baggage following us below in ^ . 
contrary diredion. To make this way, the rock ha^ 
been hewn to a Icyel, with labour that might hav^ 
broken the perfeverance of ft Rotpan legion, 

The country is totally denuded of its wood, bu<f 
the flumps both of o^ks ap4 firs, which are.ftill found^ 
Ihew that it has been oncp a foreft of laiige timber. \ 
do not remember that wc faw any animals, but we 
were told that, in the mountains, tb?fe are flags, roe^ 
Ipufks, goats, and rabbits, 
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. We did not perceive that this traft was poflefled 
fey hutn^n beings, except that once we faw a corn-field, 
in which a lady was walking with fome gentlemen. 
Their houfe was certainly at no great diftance, but fo 
fituated that we could not defcry it. 

Faffing on through the drearinefs of folitude, we 
found a party of foldiers from the fort, working on 
the road, under the fuperintendence of a feijeant. 
We told them how kindly we had been treated at 
the garrifon, and as we were enjoying the benefit of 
their labours, be^ed leave tq Ihew our gratitude by 
a fmall prefent4 

ANdCri. 

Early in the afternoon we c^mc to Anochy a vil- 
lage in Glenmollifon of three huts, one of which is 
diftinguiftied by a Chimney. Here we were to dine 
and lodge, and were condufted through the firft 
room, that had the chimney, into another lighted by 
a fmall glafs window. The landlord attended us 
with great civility, and told us what he could give 
us to eat and drink. I found fome books on a ftielf, 
among which were a volume or more of Prideaux's , 
ConneSliotik 

This I mentioned as fomething unexpected, and per- 
ceived that I did not pleafe him. I praifed the propriety 
of his language, and was anfwered that I need not 
wonder, for he had learned it by grammar. 

By fubfequent opportunities of obfervation I 
found that my hoft's didtion had nothing peculiar. 
Thofe Highlanders that can fpeak £«?#, com- 
tnonly fpeak it well, with few of the words, and little 
of the tone by which a Scoichman is diftinguifh^ed* 

Their 
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lihdT langu^e fcems to have been learned in the 
army or the navy, or by fome communication with 
thofe who could give them good examples of accent 
and pronunciation. By their Lowland neighbours 
they would not willingly be taught j for they have 
long confidered them as a mean and degenerate race. 
Thefe prejudices are wearing faft away ; but fo much 
of them ftill remains, that wHen I alked a very learn- 
ed minifter in the iflands, which they confidered as 
their moft favage clans : " "ith/e^ faid he, iAat live, next 
^* the Lowlands'' 

As we came hither early in the day, we had time 
fufficient to furvey the place. The houfe was built 
like other huts, of loofe ftones ; but the part in which 
we dined and flept was lined with turf and wattled 
with twigs, which kept the earth from felling. Near 
it was a garden of turnips, and a field of potatcj^o. It 
Hands in a glen, or valley, pleafantly watered by a 
winding river. But this country, however it may de- 
light the gazer or amufe the naturalift, is of no great 
advantage to its owners. Our landlord told us of a 
gentleman who poflefles lands, eighteen Scotch miles 
in length, and three in breadth ; a fpace containing at 
leaft a hundred fquare Englijh miles. He has raifed 
his rents, to the danger of depopulating his farms, 
and he fells his timber, and by exerting every art of 
augmentation, has obtained a yearly revenue of four 
hundred pounds, which for a hundred fquare miles is 
three halfpence an acre. 

Some time after dinner we were furprized by the 
entrance of a young woman, not inelegant either in 
fuien or drefs, Who alked us ^jhetker we would have 
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tea. We found that (he was tht daughter of oar 
hoft, and defired her to make it. Her conveffation, 
like her appearance, was gentle and pleafing. Wfe 
knew that the girls of ):he Highlands are all gentle- 
wcimen, and treated her with great refp^, which fhe 
received as cuftomary and due, and was neither elated 
by it, nor confufed, but repaid my civilities without 
embarraffment, and told me hpw m^ch \ honoured 
her country 'by coming to furvey it. 

She had been at Invernefs to gain the common fo* 
male qualifications, and had, like her father, the £»- 
glijh pronunciation. * I prefented her with a book, 
which I happened to have about me, and IJ^ould jfiot 
be pleafed to think that Ihc forgets me. 

In the evening the fuldiers, whom we had paiTed 
on the road, came to fpend at our inn the littte 
jnoiiey that we had given thf m. They had the true 
military impatience of coin in their pockets, and had 
inarched at leaft fix miles to find the firft place wheit; 
liquor could be bought. Having never been before 
in a place fp wild and unfrequented, I was glad of 
their arrival, becaufe I knew that we had made them 
friends, and to gain ftill more of their good-will, we 
^cnt to them where they were caroufing in the bam^ 
jind added fomething to our former gift. All that we 
gave was npt much, but it detained them in the bam, 
either merry or quarrelling, the whole night, and m 
the morning they wept back tp their work, with great 
indignation at the bad qualities of whifky. j 

We had gained fo much the favour of our hoftj^ 
that, when we left his houfe in the morning, he 
^'alked by \is a great#way, and entertained us with 
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ctmverfetion both on his own condition, and that of 
the country. His life feemed to be merely paftoral^ 
CQccept that he differed from fome of the ancient No^ 
maples in having a fettled dwelling. His wealth con-> 
fills of one hundred (beep, as many goats, twelve miik'* 
cows, ;ind twenty-eight beeves ready for tlie drover. 

From him we firft heard of the general diflatiC- 
fk&ion which is now driving the Highlanders into 
tiie other hemifphere; and when I aiked him whe^ 
ther they would ftay at home, if they were well 
treated, be anfwered with indignation, that no man' 
willingly left his native country. Of the farm, 
which he himfelf occupied, the rent had, in twenty- 
five years, been advanced from five to twenty pounds, 
which he found himfelf fo little able to pay that he 
would be glad to try his fortune in fome other places 
Yet he owned tl>e reafonablenefs of raifing the Higk^ 
land rents in a certain degree, and declared himfelf 
willing to pay ten pounds for the ground which be had 
formerly had for five. 

Our hoft having amufed us for a time, reCgned 
us to our guides. The journey of this day was long, 
not that Xht diftance was great, but that the way 
was difficult. We were now in the bofom of the 
Highlandsy with full kifure to contemplate the ap- 
pearance and properties of mountainous regions, 
fiKh as have been, in many countries, the lafl: 
(belters, of national diftrefs, and are every where 
the fcenes of adventures, llratagems, furprizes, and 
cfcapes. 

Mountainous countries are not paflcd but with 

difficulty, not merely from the labour of climbing i 

i for 



Digitized by 



Google 



251 A JOURNEY TO THE 

for to climb is not always neceflary: but becaufc that 
which is not mountain is commonly bog, through 
which the way muft be picked with caution. Where 
there are hills, there is much rain, and the torrents 
pouring down into the intermediate fpaces, feldom find 
fo ready an outlet, as not to ftagnate, till they have, 
broken the texture of the ground. 

Of the hills, which our journey offered to the view 
©n either fide, we did not take the height, nor did wc 
fee any that aftonilhed us with their loftinefs. To* 
wards the fummit of one, there was a white fpot, 
which I (hould have called a naked rock, but the 
guides, who had better eyes, and were acquainted witb 
the phsenomena of the country, declared it to be fnow. 
It had already lafted to the end of Auguft^ and was 
likely, to maintain its conteft with the fun, till it Hiould 
be reinforced by winter. 

The height of mountains philofophically confidered 
is properly computed from the furface of the next (ea j 
but as it affefts the eye or imagination of the paflengerj^ 
as it makes either a fpedacle or an obftrudlion, it 
muft be reckoned from the place where the rife be-r 
gins to make a confiderablc angle with the plain. In 
cxtenfive continents the land may, by gradual ele- 
vation, attain great height, without any other appear- 
ance than that of a plane gently inclined, andif a hiU 
placed upon fuch raifed ground be defcribed, as hav- 
ing its altitude equal td the whole fpace above the fea^ 
the reprefentation will be fallacious. 

Thefe mountains may be properly enough mea-i 
fured from the inland bafe ; for it is not much above 
|he f^a. i\s ^e ^advaficed at evening towards thg 
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Weftern coaft, I did not obferve the declivity to be 
greater than is neceflary for (he difch^rge of the inland 
waters. 

We pafled mjiny. rivers and rivulets, which com* 
itionly ran with a clear fhallow ftream over a hard 
pebbly bottom. Thefe channels, which feem fo 
much wider than the water that they convey would 
naturally require, are formed by the violence of win- 
try floods, produced by the accumulation of in- 
numerable ftreams that fall in rainy weather from the 
hills, and burfting away with refiftlefs impetuofity, 
make themfelves a paflage proportionate to their 
mafs. 

Such capricious and temporary waters cannoT: be 
cxpeded to produce many fi(h. The rapidity of the 
wintry deluge fweeps them away, and the fcantinefs of 
the fumnier ilream would hardly fuftain them above 
the ground.. This is the reafon why Jn fording the 
northern rivers, no fifties are feen, as in England, wan- 
dering in the water. 

Of th'e hills many, may be called with Homer's Ida^ 
abundant in fprings, but few can deferve the epithet 
which he bellows upon Pelion^ by waving their leaves^ 
They exhibit very little variety ; being almoft wholly 
covered with dark heath, and even that feems to be 
checked in its growth. What is not heath is naked- 
jiefs, a little diverfified by now and then a ftream 
rufliing down the fteep. An eye accuftomed to 
flowery paftures and waving harvefts is aftoniflied and 
repelled by this wide extent o? hopelefs fterility. 1 he 
appearance is that of matter incapable of form or ufe, 
fulnefs, difmifled by nature from her care, anddif- 
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inherited 6f htt favours, left in its original ekmeiltal 
ftate, or quickene(i only with one fuUcn power of ufe- 

lefs vegetation. 

It will very readily occur, that this uniformity of 
barrennefs can afford very little amufement to the 
traveller ; that it is eafy to fit at home and conceive 
rocks, and heath, and waterfalls ; and that thefe jour- 
nies are ufelefs labours, which neither impregnate 
the imagination, nor enlarge the underftanding. It 
is true, that of far the greater part of things, we' muft 
content ourfelves with fuch knowledge as defcription 
may exhibit, or analogy fupply ; but it is true like- 
wife, that thefe ideas are always incomplete, and that, 
at leaft, till we have compared them with realities, 
we do not know them to be juft* As we fee more, 
we become pofleffed of more certainties, and confe- 
quently gain more principles of reafoning, and found 
a wider bafis of analogy. 

Regions mountainous and wild, thinly inhabited, 
and little cultivated, make a great paift qf the earth, 
and he that has never feen them, muft live unacquaint- 
ed with much of the face of nature, and with one o£ 
the great fcenes of human exiftence. 

As the day advanced towards noon, we entered a 
narrow valley not very flowery, but fufEciently ver- 
dant. Our guides told us, that the horfes could not 
travel all day without reft or meat, and entreated us 
to tlop here, becaufe no grafs would be found in any 
other place. The requeft was reafonable, and the 
argument cogent. We therefore willingly difmount- 
ed, and diverted ourfelves as the place gave us op- 
portunity. 

1 fat 
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*'■ I fat down on a bank, fuch as a writer of romance 
tiiight have delighted to feign. I had indeed no trees 
to whifper over my head, but a clear rivulet dreamed 
at my feeti The day was calm, the air was foft, and 
all was rudenefs, filence, and folitude. Before me^ 
and on either fide, were high hills,' which, by hinder- 
ing the dye from ranging, forced the mind to find en- 
tertainment for itfelf. Whether I fpent the hour well 
I know not ; for here I firft conceived the thought of 
this narration. 

We were in this place at eafe and by choice, and 
had no evils to fuifer or to fear ; yet the imagina- 
tions excited by the view of an unknown and un- 
travelled wildernefs are not fuch as arife in the ar- 
tificial folitude of parks and gardens, a flattering 
notion of felf-fufficiency, a placid indulgence of volun- 
tary delufions, a fecure expanfion of the fancy, or 
a cool concentration of the mental powers. Thei 
phantoms which haunt a defert are want, and mi- 
lery, and danger; the evils of derelidlion rufh upo;i 
the thoughts; man is made unwillingly acquainted 
with his own weaknefs, and meditation fhews him 
only how little he can fuftain, and how little he can 
perform. There were no traces of inhabitants, ex- 
cept perhaps a rude pile of clods called a fummer 
but, in which a herdfman had reftei:! in the favour- 
able feafons. Whoever had been in the place where 
I then fat, unprovided with provifions, and ignorant 
of the country, might, at lead before the roads 
were made, have wandered among the rocks, till 
be had periflied with hardftiip; before he could have 
found either food or fhelter. Yet what are thefe 
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tillocks to the ridges of Taurus^ or thefe fpots of 
wildernefs to the deferts of America ? 

It was not long before we were invited to mount, 
and continued our journey along the fide of a lough, 
kept full by many ftreams, which with more or left 
rapidity and noife crofled the road from the hills on 
the other hand. Thefe currents, in their diminifhed 
ftate, after feveral dry months, afford, to one who 
has always lived in level countries, an unufual and 
delightful fpeftacle ; but in the rainy feafoh, fuch as 
cverj: winter may be expefted to bring, muft precipi- 
tate aii impetuous and tremendous flood. I fuppofe 
the way by which wc weqt, is at this time impaf- 
ikble. 

GLENSHEALS. 

The lough at lafl ended in a river broad and 
(hallow like the reft, but that it may be pafled when 
it is deeper, there is a bridge over it. Beyond it is 
a valley called Glenjlieah^ inhabited by the clan of 
Macrae. Here we found a village called Auk^ 
najlieahy confifting of many huts, perhaps twenty, 
built all of dry-JionCy that is, ftones piled up without 
mortan 

We had, by the direction of the officers at Fort 
AuguJluSy 'taken bread for ourfelves, and tobacco 
for thofe Highlander b who might (hew us any kind- 
Defs. We were now at a place where we could ob* 
tain milk, but muft have wanted bread if we had 
0ot brought it. The people of rhis valley did not 
appear to know any Englijhy and our guides now 
became doubly neceffary as interpreters. A woman, 

whof^i 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



WESTERN ISLANDS, |kc, 257 

^efehut was diftinguifhed by greater fpacioufnel^ 
and better architefture, brought out fome pails of 
milk. The villagers gathered about us in confi- 
dei^ble numbers, I believe without any evil inten- 
tion, but with a very favage wildnefs of afpeft and 
manner. When our meal was over, Mr. Bofwell 
Sliced the bread, and divided it amongft them, as he 
iiippofed them n^ver tp have tafted a wheaten loaf 
before. He then gave them little pieces of twifled 
tobacco, and among the children we diftributed a 
(mall handful of halfpence, which they Received with 
great eagernefs. Yet I have been fince told, that 
tlje people p,f J^at valley are not indigent j and when 
we mentioned them afterwards as needy and pitiable^ 
a flighland lady let us know, that we might fpare 
our commiferatiQn 5 for the dame whofe millc w$ 
drank bad probably more than a dozen rpilk-cows. 
Sl\? feemed unwilling to talfe any price, but being 
preffed to m^k? a demand, at laft nanied a fhilling. 
Honefty is not greater wbere elegance is lefs. Onp 
jof the by-ftaqders, as ^ye w^re told afterwards, adr 
vifed her to aik more, but fli^ faid a (hilling vvaj 
jenough. We gave her half-a-crown, and I hope got 
Tome ci;edit by guf behaviour j for the company faid, 
if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they \\^ not 
/een fuch a day finqe the olcj laird of M0clep4 paffcd 
through their countiy^i 

The Macraes^ as w<e heard afterwards in the. 
fjejbrides^ weri? originally an indigent and fubor.- 
,dinate clan, and haying no farms nor ftock, wer.e 
;n great numbers fervants tp tlie Mackllan^^ :who, 
;n the war of Charles the Firft, took arms at the cajl 

yoL. VIIL $ 9f 



^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 A JOURNEY to tfifi 

df the herdck Mmtrofe^ and were, in one of his b^fl 
ties, alrfaoft all deftroyed. The women that wer6 
left at home, being thus deprived of theii* hulbands^ 
tike the Scythian la(iies of old, married their fenrants^ 
and tht Macraes becartie a confiderabte race. 

THE HIGHLANDS. 

As we continued 6ur journey, we were at leifurt 
to extend our fpeculatiohs, and to inveftjgate the 
reafon of thofe peculiarities by which fuch rugged 
regions as thefe before us are generally diftin-^ 
guifhed. 

Mountainous countries commonly contain the ori* 
ginal, at lead the oldeft race of inhabitants, for thejr 
are not eafily conquered, biecaufe they muft tife 
entered by narrow wAys, expofed to every poWer df . 
mifchief from thofe that occupy the heists ; -and 
every new ridge is a new fortrefs, where the defendants 
iave again the fame advantages. • IF the aflailailtfc 
either force the flrait, or ftorm the fummk, they gaih 
only fo much ground ; their enemies are fled to tak* 
poffeffion of the next rock, and the purfuers ftand at 
gaze, knowing neiither where the Ways rf efc^fc 
wind among the fteeps, nor where the bog has firm^ 
nefs to fuftain them : befides that, mountaineers havfe 
an agility in climbing and defc6nding, difti^nd from 
Ilrength or courage, and attainable dnly by ufe. 

If the war be not fooA concluded, the invaders 
are diflodged by hunger ; .for in thofe anxious and 
toilfome marches, provifions cannot eafily Be car- 
ried, and are never to be found. The wealth of 
mouatains is cattle, which, while the men ftand i% 
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iSie pafles, the wotnen drive away. Such lands at 
laft cannot repay the expence of conqueft, and there- 
fore perhaps have not been fo often invaded by the 
mere anlbition of dominion, as by refentment of rob- 
beries and infults, or the defire of enjoying in feciirity 
the more fruitful provinces. 

As mountaineers are long before they are conquered, 
they are likewife long before they are civilized, 
^en are foftened by intercourfe mutually profitable, 
and inftrufted by comparing their own notions ;with 
thofe of others. Tims Cafar found the maritime 
parts of Britain made lefs barbarous by their com* 
merce with the 'Gauls. Into a barren and rough 
trad no ftranger is brought either by the hope of gain 
or of pleafdre. The inhabitants having neither com- 
modities for fale, nor money for purchafe, feldom 
vifit more polifhed places, or if they do vifit them 
feldom rettirn. 

It fometimes happens that by conqueft, intermix- 
ture, or gradual refinement, the cultivated parts of a 
•country change their language. The mountaineers 
then become adiftinft nation, cut off by diflimilitude 
bf fpeech from converfation with their neighbours; 
Thus in 6ifcay, the original Cantabriafty and in Da^ 
iecarlia, the old Swedijk ftill fubfifts. Thus Wales 
and the Highlands fpeak the tongue of the firft inha- 
bitants of Britainy while the other parts have received 
firft the Saxony and in fome degree afterwards the 
French^ and then formed a third language between 
them. 
» That the primitive manners are continued where 
-the primitive language is fpoken, no nation will de- 
fire me to jTuppofe, for the manners of mountaineers 
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are commonly fayage, but they are rather produced 
by their iituation than derived from their anccftors* 

Such feems to be the difpofition of nfian, that 
whatever makes a diftindion produces rivalry. 

. England, before other caufes of enmity were found, 
was difturbed for fome centuries by the contefts of 
the northern and fouthern counties ; fo that at Ox" 

J'ordi the peace of ftudy could for a long time he 
preferved only by choofing annually one of the 

* pro(3:ors from each fide of the Trent ^ A trad ia- 
terfefted by many ridges of mountains, naturally 
divides its inhabitants into petty natioris, which are ' 
made by a thoufand caufes enemies to each other. 
Each will exalt its own chiefs, each will boaft the 
valour of its men, or the beauty of its women, and 
every claim of fuperiority irritates competition ; in- • 
juries will fometimes be done, and be more inju-^ 
rioufly defended ; retaliation will fometimes be 
attempted, and the <lebt exaded with too much 
intereft. . 

In the Highlands it was a law, that if a robber 
was (heltered fromjuflice, any man of the fame clan 
might be taken in his place. This was a kind of 
irregular jullice, which, though neceffary in favage 
times, could hardly fail to end in a feud ; and a feud 
once kindled among an idle people, with no variety 
of purfuits to divert their thoughts, burnt on for 
ages, either fuUenly glowing in fecret mifchief, or • 
openly blazing iqto publick violence* Of the effeOrs 
of this violent judicature, there are not wanting me^ 
moTiak, The c^ve is now to be feen to which one 
of the Campbelht who had injured the Macdonalds^ 
retired with a 4;>ody of his own clan. The Macdg- 
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maids required the offender, and being refufed, made a 
fire at the mouth of the cave, by which he and his ad- 
herents were fuffocated together. 

Mountaineers are warlike, becaufe by their feuds 
and competitions they confider .themfclves as fur- - 
rounded with enemies, and are always prepared to re- 
pel incurfions, or to make them. Like the Greeks in 
their unpolifhed ftate, defcribed by "thucydideSy the 
Uighlandersy till lately, went always armed, and car- 
ried their weapons to vifits, and to church. 

Mountaineers ar« thievifli, becaufe they are poor, 
said having neither manufadures nor commerce, can 
grow richer. only by robbery. They regularly plun- 
der their neighbours, for their neighbours are com- 
monly their enemies 5 and having loft that reve- 
rence for property, by which the order of civil life 
is preferved, foon confider 3,11 as enemies, whom' 
they do not reckoii as friends, and think themfelves 
licenfed to invade whatever they are upt obliged to 
protect. 

- By a ftrift adminiftration of the laws, flnce the 
laws have been introduced into the Highlandsy this 
difpofition to thievery is very much repreffed. Thirty 
years ago no herd had ever been condua;ed through 
the mountains, without paying tribute in the night 
to fome of the clans ; but cattle are now, driven, .and 
paflengers travel, without danger, fear;,, ox TOQ- 
leftation. ; 

Among a warlike people, the quality of higheft 
^fteem is perfonal courage, and with the oftentatiou^ 
difplay of courage are cbfely conneded promptitude 
of offeree, ajid quicknefs of refentment. The 
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Highlanders^ before they were difarihed, were fit* 
addifted to quarrels^ that the boys ufed to foHoi;i^ 
any publick proccflioii tfr ceremony, however fcftive 
or however folemn, in expeftation of the battle, 
idiich was fore to happen before the company dif-^ 
perfed. 

Mountainous regions arc fometimes fo remote from 
the feat of government, and fo difficult of accefs^ 
that they are very little under the influence of tiie fo- 
verelgn, or within the reached national juftice. Law 
is nothing without power ; and the fentence c^ a dif- 
tant court could not be eafily executed, nor peAaps 
very fafely promulgated, among men ignorantly proud 
and habitually violent, unconnected with the general 
fyftem, and accuftomed to reverence only their own 
lords. It has therefore been neceflary to cre<9: many 
part icularjurifdift ions, and commit the punifliment of 
crimes, and the decifion of right, to the proprietors of 
the country who could enforce their own decrees. It 
immediately appears that fuch judges will be often ig* 
norant, and often partial i but in the irnmaturity of po- 
litical eftablilhments no better expedient could be 
found.' As government advances towards perfeftioh,* 
provincial judicature is perhaps in every empire gra-*' 
dually alpoli(hed, 

Thofe who had thus the difpenfation of law, were 
by confequence themfelves lawlefs. Their vafTals ha4 
no ftielter from outrages and bppreffions; but were 
condemned to endure, without refiftance, the caprices 
of wantonnefs, arid the rage of cruelty. 

In the Highlands^ fome great lords had an here-, 
ditaiy jurildidion over counties; and fome chief- 
tains 
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t^iQS oyer th^ir own lands; till the final conqneft of 
the Highlands ajflforded an opportunity of crufhing all 
the local courts, and of exjLending the general benefits 
of equal law to ttie ]ow and the higli, in the deepeft 
recedes ^nd pbfcureft corners, 

While the chipfs had this refemblance of royalty, 
they had little inclination to appeal, on any queftion, 
to fuperior jjudicatures- A claim of lands between 
two powerful lairds was decided like a conteft for 
dominion between fovereign powers. They drew 
their forces into the field, and right attended oa 
^e ftrongefl:. T^is was, in ruder times, the common 
yt^QdcQy which the kings of Scotland could feldom 
^pntroiil^ 

JEven fo lately as in the laft years of king William^ 
a battle was foi^ght at MM Roy^ on a plain a few mile3 
to the fouth of Invernefs^ between the clans of Mack^ 
ijito/h^iXxd ^^facdona/d of Kepfoch.- Colonel Macdonaldy 
tlie head of a fpajl clan, refufed to pay the dues de- 
fnaiided from him by HachntoJIiy as his fuperior lord. 
They difdain^d the interpofition of judges and laws, 
^nd calling each his fbUowers to maintain the dignity 
of the clan, fought ^ formal battle, in which feyeral 
confiderable men fell on the fide oi M^^^kintoj^i^ without 
a complete viftory to pithen This is faid to have 
^n the laft open war n^ade between th? clans by their 
9Wn authority. 

The Bighland lords iiiade treaties, and formed 
&lliai>ces, of whiqh fome traces may ftill be foundj^ 
and fome confequences ftill remain as lafting cvi- 
(Jences of petty regality* 'Jf^ie terms of one of thefe 
^ft^^^^^^ji^s \vere^ that each fhpuld fupport th^. 
. § ^ Qth^ij 
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bthcr in thfe rights or in the wrong, except agairift 
the king. 

The inhabitants of mountains form diftinft racesy 
and arc careful to pi^eferve their genealogies. Merf 
in a fmall diftridt n^eflarily mingle blood by inters • 
marriages, ind conibinfe at lafl: into one fariiifjr, with 
a tomnion intereft in the honour ^nd difgrace of everjr 
individual; Then beg|ri^ that union of alFedtions, 
atid co-opef-ation of eiideivours, thit conftitute a clan. 
Th^y who confider thehiplvcs as ennobled by their fa- 
fhily, will think highly of their' progenitors, and they 
who through fucceffive fenerations live! always together 
in the fame place, will ^referve local fkories and here- 
ditary prejudices. Thus every Highlander can talk of 
his anceffiors, and recount the outrages which they 
fuffered frorti the wicked inhabitants of the nexf 
talley; 

Such are the eftedbs of habitatioti among moUn-f 
tains, and fuch were the. qualities of thd Higi/afiders; 
while their rocks fecluded therii from the reft of man-* 
kind, and kept them an unaltered and difcriminated 
i-ace. They are now lofing their diftinftion, and haf* 
tening td mingle with the general conimunityi 

GLEN Eh Gi 

\Ve left Juktiajhedts dnd the Macraes in the after** 
fiooii, and in the evening came to Ratikeriy a. higH 
liill on which a road is cut, but fo fteep and nar- 
row that it is ver}^ difBcult* ^here is now a de- 
figh of making another* wiy round the bottom, 
tlpon one of the precipices, my horfe, weary with thd 
ftefepnefs of the rifej ftaggered a little, and I called id 
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l^afte to the Highlander to hold him. This was the? 
dnly moment of my journey, in which I thought my^ 
felf endangered. 

' Having furmounted the hill at laft, we were toldy 
that at (ilenelg^ on the fea-fide, we fhould come ta 
Jl houfe of lime ahd flat^ and glafs. This image. of 
ihagnificenc^ raifed our expeftation. At laft we came 
#o our inn, weary and peevifti, aJid began to enquire fot* 
Iheat and beds. 

Of the provifions the negative catalogue was vcrj^ 
copious. Here was no meat, no milk, no breads 
no eggs, no wine. We did not exprefs much fa-» 
tisfadiort. Here however we were to ftay. Whifey 
we might have, and I believe at laft they caught ar 
fowl and killed it. We had fome bread, and with 
that we prepared ourfelves to be contented, when we 
had a very eminent proof of Highland hofpitality* 
Along fome miles of the way, in the evening, a gen- 
tleman's fervant had kept us company qn.foot with 
Very little notice oh our part. He left us near Gle^ 
nelgy and we thought on him no more till he came to 
us againj in about two hours, with a prefent from his 
mafter of rum and fugar. The man had mentioned 
his company, and the gentleman, whofe name, I think, 
is Gordon^ well knowing the penury of the place, had 
this attention to'two men, whofe names perhaps he had 
not heardj by whom his kindnefs was not likely to be 
ever repaid, and who could be recommended to hini 
only by their neceffities* 

We were now to examine our lodging. Out of 
Dfae of the beds, on which we were to repofe, ftarted 
Up, at our entrance, a man black as a Cyclops from 
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the ftwge. Other circumft^nc^ of no clegwt rei;it?| 
concurred to difguft us. We bad been frigjited by ^ 
lady at Edinburgh^ with difcouraging repwientations oi 
Highland lodgings. Sleep, however, w^ neceflE^ry. 
Qur Highlanders h^d at lalt found fome hay, witl^ 
which the inn could not fuppljl them, I directed then^ 
to bring a bundle into the room, and flept upon it \tk 
my ridii^ fo^t/ Mr. B<^fweJf beiiag^ more delicate, kici 
himfelf ftieets with hay over and under hina, »nd lay ii| 
linen like a gentleman. 

SKY. A R MID EL. 

In the morning, Sepiember the twentieth, we found 
^^urlelves on the edge of the fca. lowing procurer! 
X boat, we difmiffed our Highlanders^ whom, I wouk| 
recommend to the fervice of any future travellers, an4 
were ferried over to tKe ifle of Sky. We lande4 a| 
ArmideU where we were met on the fends by Sir A^ii-:i 
ander Macdmald^ whp was at that time there with bit 
lady, preparing to leave the ifland> and refid^ at 
Edinburgh. 

Armidel is a neat houle, built where the Macdonald^ 
had once a feat, which w?s burnt in the commotions 
that followed the Revolution, The walled orchard, 
which belonged to the former houfc, flill remains. It 
is well fhaded by tall afh-trecs, pf a fpecies., as Mi\ 
Janes the fpflilift informed me, uncommonly valuable^ 
This plantation is very properly mentioned by Dr. 
Campbell^ in his new account of the fta^^ erf" Britain^ 
and deferves attention ; becaufe it proves ^hat tha 
prefent nakednefe of the Hebrides is not wholly the 
i^ult of nature. 
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As we {kt at Sir Alexander's table, we were «ntcm 
lained, according to the ancient ufage oi tlie n(M<h, 
' with the melody of the bagpipe. • Every thing in thofe 
countries has its hiftor}^ As the bagpiper was 
playing, an elderly gentleman informed us, that iq 
Ibme remote time, the Macdonalds of Gkngary having 
. been injured, or offended by the inhabitants of Ctdloden^ 
and rcfolving to have juftice or vengeance, came to 
CuUoden on a Sunday, where, finding their enemies at 
worfhip, they fhut them up in the church, which they 
let on fire; and this, faid he, is the tune that the piper 
played while they were burning. 

Narrations* like this, however uncertain, deferve the 
aotice of a traveller, becaufe they are the only records 
of a nation that has no hiftorians, and afford the mod 
genuine rq>refentation of the life and character of tha 
ancient Highlanders. 

Under the denomination o( Highlander arc compre- 
hended in Scotland all that now fpeak the Er/e lan- 
guage, or retain the primitive manners, whether they 
live among the mountains or in the iflands ; and in that 
fenfe I ufe the name, when there is not fome apparent 
reafon for making a diftindlion. 

In Sky I firft obferved the ufe of brogues, a kind 
of artlefe (hoes, Jlitched with thongs fo loofcly, that 
though they defend the foot from ftones, they do 
not exclude water. Brogues were formerly made 
(rf raw hides, with the hair inwards, and fuch arc 
perhaps dill ufed in rude and remote parts ; but they 
are faid not to laft above two days. Where life is 
fomewhat improved, they are now made of leather 
tanned with oak-bark^ as in other places, or with 
' ' ' • the 
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the bark of birch, or roots of tormentil, a fubftahce 
reeommended in defeft of bark, about forty years ago^' 
to the Irijfi tanners^ by one^to whom the parliament" 
of that kingdom voted a reward. The leather of Sky 
is not completely penetrated by vegetable matter, and 
therefore cannot be very durable. 
' My enquiries about brogues, gave me an early 
specimen of Highland information. One day I was 
told, that to make brogues was a domeftick art, 
which every man pradtifed for himfelf, and that a 
pair of brogues was the work of an hour. I fup- 
pofed that the hufband made brogues as the wife 
made an apron, till next day it was told me, that a 
brogue-maker was a trade, and that a pair would 
coT: half-a-crown. It will eafily occur that thefe 
teprefentations may both be true, and that, in fome 
places, men may buy them, and in others make them 
for themlelves ; but I had both the accounts in the 
fame houfe within two days. 

Many of my fubfequent enquiries upon more in- 
terefting topicks ended in the like uncertainty. He 
that travels in the Highlands may eafily .faturaf e his 
foul with intelligence, if he will acquiefce in the 
firft account. The Highlander gives to every queftion 
an anfwer fo prompt and .peremptory, that fkcpticifm 
itfelf is dared into filence, and the mind finks before the 
bold reporter in unrefifting credulity ; but if a fecond 
queftion be ventured, it breaks the enchantment ; for 
it is immediately difcovered, that what was told fo con- 
fidently was told at hazard, and that fuch fearleffnef* 
of aflertion was either the Iport of negligence, or the 
refuge of ignorance. 

If 



Digitized'by 



Google 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 269 

If individuals are thus at variance with themfelves> 
It can be no wonder that the accounts of different mctt 
Are contradi<Slory, The traditions of an ignorant and 
lavage people have been for ages negligently heard, 
and unfkilfully related. Diftant events muft hav^ 
been mingled together, and the adions of one maii 
given to another. Thefe, however, are deficiencies ia 
ilory, for which no man is now to be cenfiirecj. It 
were enough, if what there is yet opportunity of exa«» 
mining were accurately infpeded, and juftly repre- 
fented 5 but fuch is the laxity of Highland converfa* 
tion, that the enquirer is kept in continual fufpenfe, 
;and by a kind of intelleftual retrogradation, knows 
kfe as he hears more. 

In the illands the plaid is rarely worn. The la^? 
by which the Highlanders have been obliged to change 
the form of their drefs, has, in all the places that wp 
have vifited, been univerfally obej^ed. I have feen only 
one gentleman completely clothed in the ancient habit, 
And by him it was worn only occafionaliy and wantonly^ 
The common people do not think themfelves under 
any legal neceffity of having coats \ for they fay thg.t 
the Uw againfl: plaids was made by lord Bardwickey 
and was in force only for his life : but the fame poverty 
that made it then difficult for them to change their 
clothing, hinders them now from changing it again. 

The fillibeg, or lower garment, is flill very com- 
Uion^ and the bonnet almofl univerfal ; but their 
attire is fuch as produces, in a fufficient degree, thp 
^flfed intended by the law, of abolifliing the difli- 
militude of appearance between the Highlan^T^s and 
the other inhabitants of Britain;, and, if drefs be fup- 

• pof$d-| 
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pofed to have much influence, Ucilitates their coalitioit 
Viith their 'feIlow-fubje6ls. 

What we have long ufed we naturally Irke; and 
therefore the Highlanders were unwilling to lay afide 
their plald, which yet to an unprejudiced fpeftator 
mull appear an incommodious and cumberfome drefs ^ 
for hanging loofe upon the body, it mull flutter in a 
quick motion, or require one of the hands to keep it 
clofe. The Romans always laid afide the gown when 
they had any thing to do. It was a drefs fo unfuitable 
to war, that the fame word which fignified a gown 
iignified peace. The Aief ufe of a plaid feenfis to 
be this, that they could commodiouflywrapthemfelves 
in it, when they were obliged to fleep without a bet* 
ter cover. 

In our paflage from Scotland to Sky^ we were wdt 
for the firft time with a (hower. This was the be- 
ginning of the Highland winter, after which we were 
told that a fucceflion of three dry days was not to 
be expected for many months. The winter of the 
Hebrides confifts of little more than rain and wind. 
As they are furrounded by an ocean never frozen, 
the blafts that come to them over the water are too 
much foftened to have the power of congelation. 
The fait loughs, or inlets of the fea, which ftioot very 
far into the ifland, never have any ice upon them, 
and the pools of frefti water will never bear the walker.. 
The fnow that fometimes falls, is foon diflfolved by 
the air, or the rain. 

This is not the defcription of a cruel climate, yet 

the ^rk months are here a time of great difl:refs ; 

tccaufe the fumtncr can do little more than feed it- 

7 .fclf. 
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felf, and winter comes with its cold and its fcarcity 
upon families very flenderiy provided* 

CORIATACHAN IN SKY. 

The thkd or fourth day after our arrival at Armideii 
brought us an invitation to the ifle of Raafay^ which 
lies eaft of Sky. It is incredible how foon tlie account 
of any event is propagated in thefe narrow countries 
by the love of t^k, which much leifure produces, and 
the relief given lo the mind in* the penury of in- 
fular converfation by a new topick. The arrival of 
fti^ngers at a place fo rarely ififited, excites rumour, 
itnd quickens curiofity. I know not whether we 
touched at any corner, where fame had not already 
prepared us a reception. 

To gain a cc^mmodious paflage to Raafay, it was 
neceffary to pafs over a large part of Sky. We were 
furmftied therefore with horfes and a guide. In the 
iflands there are no roads, nor any marks by which 
*'li ftranger may find his way. ' The horfeman has air- 
ways at his fide a native of the place, who, by purfuing 
jgame, or tending cattle, or being often employed in 
iUdTagesor conduft, has learned where the ridge of 
the hill has breadth fufficient to allow a horfe and his 
rider a pafege, and where the mofs or bog is hard 
chough to bear them. Tlie bogs are avoided as toil- 
fome at leaft, if not unfafe, and therefore the journey 
is made generally from precipice to precipice ; from 
which if the eye ventures to look down, it fees below 
a gloomy cavity, whence the rufti of water is fome- 
times heard. 

But there feems to be- in all this more alarm than 
danger. The Highlander walks carefully before, and 

the 
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the horfe, acpuftomeii to the ground, follows him vniK 
Jittle deviation. Sometimes the bill is too fteep for 
the horfeman to keep his feat, and fometimes the mofs 
is too tremulous to bear the double weight of horfe 
?ind man. The rider then difmounts, ^nd all (hift as 
jthey jcan. 

Journies made in this manner jre rather tediou$ 
than long. A very few miles require feveral hours* 
From Armidel we came at night to Coriatachanj a 
houfe very pleafantly Situated between two brooks, 
with one of the higheft hills of the ifland behind it^ 
Jt is the refidence of J^r. MackinnoHy by whom w^ 
were treated with very liberal hofpitality, among 4 
more numerous and elegant company fhs^tj it co^lil 
have been fuppofed eafy to coUeft, 

The hill behind the houfe we did not climb. The 
V^eath^r was rough, ^nd the height and fteepnefs difr 
couraged us. We were told that there is a cairna 
upon it. A cairn? is a heap qf llones throyvn upoij 
the grave of one eminent for dignity of birth, or 
fplendour of atchievements. It is faid, that by digp 
ging, an urn is always found under thefe caimes ; 
they mufl: therefore have been thus piled by a peor 
pie whofe cuftom was to burn the dead, To pilp 
ftones is, I believe, a northern cuftom, and to bura 
the body was the ]^oman pradice ; nor dp I know 
when it was that thefg two ads of fepylture werp 
united. ^ 

The weather was next day too violent for the 
continuation of our journey; but we had no reafoi> 
to complain of the interruption. We law in every 
place, what we chiefly defired to know, the manr 
;aers of the people. W? had company, ancj if 

w$ 
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*re had chofen retirement, we might have had 
books. 

I never was in any houfe of the iflands, where I did 
fiot find books in more langus^es than one, if I ftaidlong 
enough to want them, except one from which the fa- 
mily was removed. Literature is not negleded by 
the higher rank of the liebridians. 

It need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, that in coun- 
tries fo little frequented as the iflands, there are no 
houfes where travellers are entertained for moneys. 
He that wanders about thefe wilds, either procures 
recommendations to thofe mkiok habitations lie near 
his way, or, when night and wearinefs come upoa 
him, takes the chance of general hofpitality. If he 
finds only a cottage, he can expert little more than 
ffadter ; for the cottagers have little more for them«^ 
felves : but if his good fortune brings him to the refi? 
dence of a gentleman, he will be glad of a ilorm to 
prolong his day. There is, however, one inn by the 
iea fide at Scanfinr^ in Sfyf where the pofl-ofEce is 
kept. 

At the tables where a ftranger is received, neither 
plenty nor delicacy is wanting. A tradt of land fo 
thinly inhabited, muft have much wild-fowl j and I 
fcarcely remember to have (cen a dinner without them* 
The moorgame.is every where to be had. That the 
fea abounds with fifli, needs not be told, for it fupplies 
a great part of Europe. The ifle of Sky has ftags and 
roebucks^ but no hares. They fend very numerous 
droves of oxen yearly to England^ and therefore can- 
jicft be fuppofed to want beef at hon>e. Sheep and 
goats are in gi:eat numbers, and they have the com* 
mon domeftick fowls. 

Vol. VIII. T But 
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Bat as here is nothing to be bought, every famtff 
mull kill its own meat, and roaft part of it fomewhat 
foonej than Apicius would prefcribe. Every kind of 
flelh is undoubtedly excelled by the variety and emu- 
lation 6f Englijh markets ; but that which is not beft 
may be yet very far from bad, and he that (hall com- 
plain of his fere in the Hebrides, has improved his de- 
Jicacy more than his manhood. 

Their fowls are not like thofe plumped for fale by 
the poulterers of London, but they are as good as 
other places commonly afford, except that the geefe, 
by feeding in the fea, j||ve univerfally a filhy rank** 
nefs. , 

Thefe geefe feem to be of a middle race, betweefi 
the wild and domeftick kinds. They are fo tame as 
to own a home, and fo wild as fometimes to fly quite 
away. i 

Their native bread is made of .oats, or barley* 
Of oatmeal they fpread very thin cakes, coarfe and 
hard, to which unaccuilomed palates are not eafily 
reconciled. The barley cakes are thicker and fofter; 
I began to eat them without tinwillingnefs ; the black- 
nefs of their colour raifes fome diflike, but the tafte b 
not difagreeable. In moft houfes there is wheat-flour, 
with which we were fure to be treated, if we ftaid 
long enough to have it kneaded and baked. As nei- 
ther yeaft nor leaven are ufed among them, their 
bread of every kind is unfermeotcd* They make only 
cakes, and never mould a loaf. 

A man of the Hebrides, iov of the women's diet I 
can give no account, as foon as he appears in the 
morning, fwallows a gUfs oi whiiky ; yet tbqr arc 

not 
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aat a drunken race, at leaft I never was prefent .at 
much intemperance i but no man is fo .abftemious as 
to refufe the morning dram, which they call vijkalk. . 

The word zvhijky fignifics water, and is applied by 
Vf2,y of eminence tojirong waier^ or dillilled liquor. 
The fpirit drunk in the North is drawn from barley. 
I never tafted it, except once for experiment at the 
inn in Inverary^ when I thought it preferable to any 
Englifh malt brandy. It was ftrong, but not pungent, 
and was free from the cmpyreumatick tafte or fmelL 
What was the procefe I had no opportuaity of in- 
quiring, nor do I wilh to im]||;)ve th£ s^rt of making 
poifon pleafant. . ,, • * 

Not loi^. after the dram, tnaj, bq .^e^ed the 
breakfaft, a meal in which tbe S/o^, . wbetRec q£ the 
lowlands or tj^untains,* n:i^flt^ be ^confeffed to excel 
us. The tea and coffee are acco^jpanied. aot only 
mth butter, but with honcg^j^nfervcs^ and marma- 
lades. If an epicure could reo^vp by ^ ,wilb, in cjueft 
of fenfual gratifications, wherever ho had fuppc^d \m 
MTOuld breakfaft in Scotland. 

In the iflands, however, they do what I found it .not 
very eafy to endure. They pollute the tea-.tabie by 
plates piled with large ilices of Cheflxire ch^fe, which 
mingles its lefs grateful 'odours with the fra^ance of 
-the tea. 

Where many qucftions are to be aiked, fome will 
be omitted. I forgf)t to inquire how they were fup- 
plied with fo much exotijk luxury. Perhaps the 
French may bring them wine for wool, and the Dutch 
give them tea and coffee at the fiftiing feafon, in 
exchange for frefh provifion. Their trade is uncon- 
flrained j they pay no cuftoms \ for there is no offi- 
T a cer 
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cer to demanH them; whatever therefore h inadi 
dear only by impbft, is. obtained here at an eafy 
rate. 

A dinner in the Weftem Mands differs very Iktle 
from a dinner in England, except that in the place xX 
tarts, there are always fet -different preparations of 
milk* This part of their diet will admit fome im* 
provement. Though they have milk, and eggs, and 
fugar, few of them know how to compound them in a 
cuftard. Their gardens afibrd them no great variety, 
but they have always ibme vegetables on the table. 
Potatoes at leaft are #ver wanting^ which, thou^ 
they, have not known them long, are now one of the 
principal ports of their fot^d. They are not of the 
mealy, but the vifcous irind. 

Their more elaborate cookery, or made'ditiies, an 
"EngUJhman, at the firft tafte, is ndt likely to approve, 
but the culinary com|*fitions t)f every country are 
often fuch as btcomiB grateful to other nations only by . 
degrees ; though I have read a i^<f/rrA author, who, ill \ 
the elation of his heart, fays, that Frtnth cookery 
pleafes all foreigners, but foreign cookery never fatis- 
jfies a Frenchman. 

Their fuppers are like their dinners, Various, and 
J5lentiful. The table fe always covered with el^nt 
linen. Their plates for common ufe are often of that 
kind of tnanufadture whicTi b called cream coloured, ^ 
or queen's ware. They ufe fiWer on all occafioni 
where it is common in Bngldrtd, nor did I ever find a 
Ipoon of horn but in one houle. 

The knives are not often either very bright, or 
very (harp. They are indeed inftruments of which 
\hc High/anders have not been long acquainted with •* 

^ ■• th9 
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tBe general ufc. They were xu>t t^hriy lai4 oa 
the table, before the pfohibitif of arms, aod the 
change of drcfs. Thirty years ago the Highlandef 
wore his knife as a companioii to his dirk or dagger, 
and when the company fat down to meat, the raen 
who had knives, cut the flefli into fmall pieces fQt 
the women, w)io with their fingers conveyed it ^o 
thar mouths. 

Thore was perhaps never any change of national 
nv^nners fo quick, fa great, and fo general, as that 
which has operated in the Highlands^ by the laft con*^ 
queft, and the fubfequent law^ We came thither too 
late to foe whiat we expefted, a people of peculiar ap- 
pearance, and a fyftem of aptiquated life. The clans 
retain little now of their original charadter ; their fero- 
city of temper is foftened, their military ardour is ex- 
tinguifhed, their dignity of indqpendence is deprefTed* 
their contempt of governmentjfubdued, and their reve- 
rence for their chiefs abated. Of what they had before 
the late conqueft of their country, there remain only 
^eir language and their poverty. Their language is 
iattacked. on every fide. Schods are ere^ed, in which 
l^nglijlt only is taught, and there were lately fome who 
thought it reafonable to refufe them a verfion of the 
}ioIy fcriptures, that they might have no monument 
of their mother*tongue. 

That their poverty is gradually abated, cannot 
be mentioned among the unpleafing coafequences 
of fubjedion. They are npw acquainted with mo- 
ney, and the poflibility of ^in will by degnees mal^e 
them induftrious. Such is the eifeift of the late re* 
gulatioas, that a longer journey thaa to the High'- 
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lands muft be' taken by him whofe curiofity paijts for 
£ivage virtues^ and Mfiibarous grandeur* 
r ' 

B^AASAY. 

At the firft intermiffion of the ftorniy weather we 
Were informed, that the boat, which was to convey us 
to Raafay^ attended us on the coaft. We had from 
this time our intelligence facilitated, and our converfa- 
tion enlarged, by the company of Mr. Marqueettj mi- 
nifter of a parifti in Sky^ whofe knowledge anji 
'politenefs give him a title equally to kindnefs and 
refpeft, and who, fro« this time, never forfook us 
till we wer« preparing to leave Skyy and the adjacent 
places. 

The boat was under the direftion of Mr. Malcolm 
Macleod^ a gentleman of Raafay. The water was 
calm, and the rowers were vigorous ; fo that our paf- 
fage was quick and fdeafant. When we came near 
the ifland, we,faw the laird's houfe, a neat modern fa- 
brick, and found Mr, MacJeody the proprietor of the 
illand, with many gentlemen, expefting us on the 
beach. We had, as at all other places, fome difficulty 
in landing. The crags were irregularly broken, and 
^ a falfe ftep wotild have been very mifchievous. 

It feemed that the-recks might, with no great la- 
bour, have been hewn almoft into a regular flight of 
fteps; and as there are no other landing places, I con- 
fidiered this rugged afcent as the confequence of a 
form of life ihur6d to hardfhips, and therefore not ftu- 
dious of nice accommodations. But I know not 
whether, for many ages, it was not confidered as a 
part, of mHhary policy, to keep the country not eafily 

• - acceffible. 
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acccffible. The rocks arc natural fortifications, and an 
enemy climbing with difficulty was eafily deftroyed by 
thofe who ftood high above him. 

Our reception exceeded our expedations. Wc 
found nothing but civility, elegance, and plenty. After 
the ufual refre(liments,and the ufual converfation, the 
evening came upon us. The carpet was thea-oBjllled. 
off the floor ; the mufician was called, and the,||^le 
company was invited to dance, nor did ever fairies trip 
with greater alacrity. , The general air of feftivity, 
which predominated in this place, fo far remote fron^ 
all thofe regions which the .mind has been ufed to 
contemplate as the manfions of pleafure, ftruck the 
imagination with a delightful furprife, analogous to 
that which is felt at an unexpefted emerfion from 
darknefs into light. 

When it was time to fup, the dance ceafed, and fix 
and thirty perfons fat down to two tables in the fame, 
room. After fupper^ the ladies fung Erfe fongs, to 
which I lifl:ened as an Englijh audience t6 an Italian 
opera, delighted with the found of words which I did 
BOt underfland. 

I inquired the fubjefts of the fongs, and was told 
of one, that it was a love fong, and of another, that 
,it was a farewell compofed by one of the iflanders 
that was going, in this epidemical fury of emigra- 
tion, ^o feek his fortune in America. What fentiment$ 
would rife, on fuch.an occafion, in the heart of one 
who had not been taught to lament by precedent, I 
fhould gladly have known ; but the lady, by whom I 
fat, thought hcrfelf not equal to the work of tranf- 
lating. 

T4 Mr. 
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Mr. Macleod is the proprietor of the iflands o(Raa^ 
fay^ Ronay and Fladda^ and poflefles an exterifive dif- 
trid in 5>ty. The cftatc has not, during four hundred 
years, gained or loft a fingle acre. 

One of the ^di Highland alliances has continued for 
two hundred years, and is ftill fubfifting between Mac--^ 
leod^tJPiaafayy and Macdotiald of Sbf^ in confequence 
of ^l|pPi> the furvivor always inherits the arms of the 
deceafed ; a natural memorial of military friendftiip. 
At the death of the late Sir James Macdonaldy his fword 
was delivered to the prefent laird oiRaafay, 

The family of Raafay confifts of the laird, the lady, 
three fons, and ten daughters. For the fons there is 
a tutor iii the houfe, and the lady is faid to be very 
ftilful and diligent in the education of her girls. More 
gentlenefs of manners, or a more pleafing appearance 
of 'domeftick fociety, is not found in the moft polifhed 
countries. 

Raafay is the only inhabited ifland in Mr. Mac* 
kcd\ poffeffion. Rona and Fladda alFord only paf- 
ture for cattle, of which one hundred and fixty win- 
ter in Ronay under the fuperintendence of a folitary 
Herdfman. 

The length of Raafay is, by computation, fifteen 
miles, and the breadth two. Thefe countries hav^ 
never been meafured,and the computation by miles is 
negligent and arbitrary. We obferved in travelling, 
that the nominal and real diftance of places had very 
little relation to each other. Raafay probably conr 
tains near a hundred fquare miles. It affords not 
much ground, notwithftanding its extent, citheif finr 
tillage or pafture i for it is rough, rocky, and barren. 
^ The 
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The cattk often perilh by falling from the precipices* 
It is like the otlier iflands, I think, generally naked of 
Ihade, but it is naked by negleft ; for the laird has an 
orchard, and very large foreft trees grow about his 
houfe. Like other hilly countries it has many rivulets. 
One of the brooks turns a c(M*n-mill, and at leaft one 
produces trouts. 

In the ftreams or frcfti lakes of the iflands, I have 
never heard of any other fi(h than trouts and eels. 
The trouts which I have feen, are not large ; the co- 
lour of their fle(h is tinged as in England. Of their 
eels I can give no account, having never tailed them ; 
for I believe they are not confidered as wholefome 
food. 

It is not very eafy to fix the principles upon 
which mankind have agreed to eat fome animals, 
and rejeft others; and as the principle is not evi-» 
dent, it is not uniform. That which is feleded as 
delicate in one country, is by its neighbours abhorred 
as loathfome. The Neapolitans lately refufed to 
cat potatoes in a famine. An Engliflman is not eafily 
perfuaded to dine on fnails with an Italian, on 
frogs with a Frenchman, or on horfe-flefh with a 
Tartar. The vulgar inhabitants of Sky^ I know not 
whether of the other iflands, have not only eels, but 
pork and bacon in abhorrence, and accordingly I 
never faw a hog in the Hebrides, except one at Dun^ 
yegan. 

Raafay has wild fowl in abundance, but neither deer, 
hares, nor rabbits* Why it has them not, might be 
^il^ed, but that c^ fuch (^ueflions there is no end. 

Why 



Digitized by 



Google 



i8z A JOURNEY TO THE 

Why does any nation want what it might have ? Why 
are not fpices tranfplanted to America ? Why dpes tea 
continue to be brought from CAina ? Life improves 
but by flow degrees, and much in every place is yet to 
do. Attempts have been made to raife roebucks ia 
Raafay^ but without «ffe6t. The young ones it is ex- 
tremely difficult to rear, and the old can very feldom 
be taken alive. 

Hares and rabbits might be more cafily obtained. 
That they have few or none of either in Sky^ they 
impute to the ravage of the foxes, and have there- 
fore fet, for fome years paft, a price upon their heads, 
which, as the number was diminiftied, has been gra- 
dually raifed, from three (hillings ^nd fixpence to a 
guinea, a funi fo great in this part of the world, that 
in a Ihort time Shy may be as free from foxes, as 
England from wolves. The fund for thefe rewards 
is a tax of fixpence in the pound, impofed by the 
fanners on themfelves, and faid to be paid with great 
willingnefe. 

The beafts of prey in the iflands are foxes, otters, 
and weafels. The foxes are bigger than thofe of 
England j but the otters exceed ours in a far greater 
proportion. I faw one at Armidel^ of a fize mu(;h 
beyond that which I fuppofed them ever to attain ; 
and Mr. Maclean^ the heir of Co/, a man of middle 
llature, informed me that he once (hot- an otter, of 
which iht tail reached the ground, when he held 
up the head to a level with his own. I expeded 
the otter to have a foot particularly formed foi^ the 
art of fwimming; but upon examination, I did, not 
find, it differing . much from that of afpaniel. As 

he 
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he preys in the fea, he does little vifible mifchief, and 
is killed only for his fur. White .otters aie fome- 
limes feen. 

In Raafay they might have hares and rabbits, for 
they have no foxes. Some dejn'edations, fuch as 
tere never made before, have caiifed a fufpicion that 
a fox has been lately landed in the ifland by fpite or 
ivantonnefs.. Thi$ imaginary ftrangcr has never yet 
been feen, and therefore, perhaps, the mifchief was 
done byibme other animal. It is not likely that a 
creature fo ungentle, whofe head could have beea 
fold in 5^^ for a guinea, Ihould be kept alive only to 
gratity the malice of fending him to prey upon a 
neigbbour: and the paffage from Sky is wider than a 
fox would venture to fwim, unlefs he were chafed by 
dogs into the fea, and perhaps than his ftrength would 
enable him to crofs. How beafts of prey came into 
any iflands is not eafy to guefs. In cold countries 
they take advantage of hard winters, and travel over 
the ice; but this is a very fcanty folution; for they 
are found wher« they have no difcoverable means of 
cpming. 

The corn of this ifland is but little. I faw the 
harveft of 2t fmall field. The women reaped the com, 
and the men bound up the (heaves. The ftrokes of 
the fickle >yere timed by the modulation of the harveft 
fong, in which all their voices were united. They ac- 
company in the Highlands every aftion,"* which can be 
done it^ ecfual time, with an appropriated ftrain,which 
has, they fay, not much meaning ; but its efFeds are 
regularity and chcerfulnefs. The ancient proceleuf- 
naatick fong, by which the rowers of gillies, were ani- 
mated. 
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mated, may be fuppdftd to have feaen of this kinder 
There is now an oar-fong ufed by the Hebridians. 

The ground of Raafay feems fitter for cattle than 
for corn, and of black cattle I fuppofe the number is 
»Tery great. The laird himfclf keeps a herd oi^ipm 
iiundred, one hundred of which are annualljf^fSlt* 
Of an extenfivc domain, which he holds in his own 
liands, he confiders the falc of cattle as repaying him 
the rent, and fupports the plenty <rfa very liberal taWe 
with the remaining prodvwft. 

Raafay *\s fuppofed to have been very long inha- 
Wted. On one fide of it they fliow caves into which 
4he rude nations of the firft ages retreated from the 
weather. Thefe dreary vaults might have had other 
ufes. There is ftill a cavity near the houfe called the 
car-cavCy in which the feamen, after one of thofe 
piratical expeditions, which in rougher times was vciy 
frequent, ufed, as tradition tells, to hide their oars. 
This hollow was near the fea, that nothing fo necef- 
fary might be fat to be fetched ; and it was fecret, that 
enemies, if they landed, could find nothing. Yet it 
is not very evident of what ufe it was to hide their oars 
"from thofe, who, if they were mafl:ers of the coaft, could 
take away their boats. ' 

A proof much ftronger of the diftance at which the 
firft poflcffors of this ifland lived from the prefent time, 
is afforded by the ftone heads of arrows whic!h are very 
frequently picked up. The people call them elf^holu^ 
and believe that the fairies (hoot them at the cattle. 
They nearly refemble thofe which Mr. Banks has lately 
brought from the favage countries in tlie Pacifick . 
Ocean, and muft have been made by a nation to which 
the ufe of metals was unknown. . 

The^- 
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The number of this little community has nevet 
been counted by its ruler, nor have I obtained any 
poikive account, confiftent with the nefuk of poli- 
tical conaputation* Not many years ago, the late 
laiird led out one hundred men upon a military ex- 
pbdirion. The fixth part of a people is fuppofed 
<:apable of bearing arms: Raafay had therefore fik 
hundred inhabitants* But becaufe it is not likely, 
that every man able to ferve in the field wo^d fol- 
low the fummons, or that the chief would leave his 
knds totally defencelefs, or take away all the hancfe 
i}U£iIified for labour, let it be fuppofed, that half as 
many might be permitted to ftay at home. The 
*whole number will then be nine hundred, or nine 
io a fquare mile ; a degree of populoufneTs greater 
than thofe tra<9:s of defolation can often (how. They 
Mt content with their country, and faithful to theit 
chiefs, and yet uninfefted with the fever of migra^ 
tion» 

Near the boufe at Raafay is a chapel unroofed and 
Tuinous, which has long been ufed only as a place- of 
burial. About the churches in the iflands are fmaH 
iquares enclofed with ftone, which belong to particular 
families, as repofitories for the dead. At Raafay there 
is one, I think for the proprietor, and one for fome 
collateral houfe. 

It is told by Martin, that at the death of the 
Jady of the ifland, it has been here the cuftom to 
ereA a crofs. This we found not to be true. The 
Hones that (land about the chapel at a fmall diftance„ 
fome of which perhaps have croffes cut upon theni, 
«Ee belieyed to have been not funeral monuments, Jbut 
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the ancient boundaries of the fenduary or confecratcd 
ground. 

Martin was a man not flliterate.: he was an in- 
habitant of Skyy and therefore was within reach of 
intelligence, and with no great difficulty might have 
vifited the places which he undertakes to defcribe ; 
yet with all his opportunities, he has often fuffdred 
himfelf to be deceived. He lived in the laft cen- 
tury, when the chiefs of the clans had loft little rf 
thek original influence.' The mountains were yet 
unpenetrated, no inlet was opened to foreign no- 
velties, and the feudal inftitutions operated upon 
life with their full force. He might therefore have 
difplayed a feries of fubordination and a form dF 
government, which in more luminous, and in>- 
proved regionj,;>have been long forgotten, .and have 
delighted his readers wrth many uncouth cuftoms 
that are now difufed, and wild opinions? thatpre^ 
vail no longer. But he probably had not know- 
ledge of tljcr world fufficient to qualify him for 
judging what would deferve or gain the attention 
of niankind. The mode of life whith was fanyliar Ao 
himfelf, he did not fuppofe unknown to othcr;a, nor 
imagined that he could give pleafure by telling that 
of which it was, in his little country, impoffible tobc 
ignorant. 

What he has n^leded cannot now be performed. 
In nations, where there is hardly the ufe of letters, 
what is once out of fight fe loft for ever* They 
.think but little, and of their few thoughts, none 
are wafted on the paft, in which they are neither in- 
terefted by fear nor hope. Their only regifters arc 
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ftated obfervances and praftical reprefentations. For 
thii reafon an ^e of ignorance is an age of ceremony* 
Pageants, and proceflions, and commemorations, gra- 
dually Ihrink away, as better methods come into ufe 
of recording events, and preferving rights. 
: It is not only in Raafay that the chapel is unroofed 
and ufelefs ; through the few iflands which we vifited 
we neither faw nor heard of any houfe of prayer, ex* 

; cept in Sky^ that was not in ruins. The malignant 
influence oi Cahinifm has blafted ceremony and de* 

I ccncy tc^ether^ and if the remembrance of papal fu- 

1 perdition is obliterated, the monuments of papal piety 

\^are likewife efl^ced. 

It has been, for many years, popular to talk of the 
lazy devotion of the Romijh clergy ; over the lleepy \ 
lazinefs of men that ereded churches, we niay indulge.'^ 
our fuperiority with a new triumph, by comparing 
it with the fervid adivity oi thofe who fufFer them : 
to fall. 

Of the deftrudion of chttrches, the decay of religion 
tnuft in time be the confequence; for while the pub- 
iick afls of the miniftryare now performed in houfes, a 
very finall number can be prefent ; and as the greater 
part of the iflanders make no ufe of books, all muft , 
ncceflarily live in total ignorante whojvant the oppor- 
tuaity . of vocal inftrudtion. 

From thefe remains of ancient fandity, which are 
icvery where to be found, it has been conjedured 
that, for the laft two centuries, the inhabitants of 
the iflands have decreafed in number. This argu- • 
tacnt, which fuppofes that the churches have been 
iuffered to fall, only becaufe they were no longer ne- 

ceflary. 



TT 



Digitized by 



Google 



t88 A JOURNEY TO THE 

ceflary, would have fome force, if the houfes of wor- 
fliip ftill remaining were fufficient for the people. But 
fince they have now no churches at all, thefe venera* 
ble fragments do not prove the people of former times 
to have been more numerous, but to have been moro 
devout. If the inhabitants were doubled, with their 
prefent principles, it appears not that anyprovifion fos 
publick worfliip would be made. Where the rcligiiMi 
of a gountry enforces confecrated buildings, die mam" 
ber of thofe buildings may be fuppofed to afford fome 
indication, however uncertain, of the populoufhefi of 
thfe place ; but where by a change of manners a nation 
is contented to live without them^ their decay impliei 
no diminution of inhabitants. 

Some of thefe dilapidations are faid to be found in 
illands now uninhabited; but I dosubt whether v^ can 
thence infer that they were ever peopied. The reK* 
gion of the middle age is well known to have placed 
too much hope in lonely aufterities. Voluntary foli* 
tude was the great art of propitiation, by which crimes 
were effaced, and confciencc was appeafisd; it » 
therefore not unlikely, that oratories were often built 
in places where retirement was fure to have no dif« 
turbance; 

Raafay has little that can detain a traveller, ex* 
cept the laird and his family ; but their power wants 
no auxiliaries. Such a feat of hofpitality, amidft 
the winds and waters, fills the imagination with a 
delightful contrariety of images. Without is the 
rough ocean and the rocky land, the beating bil- 
lows and the howling ftorm: within is plenty and 
elegance, beauty and gaiety, the forig and the 

dance* 
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^ince: In Raa/ay, if I could haVefoand an Wy/ei, I 
&^ fancied a Phaacid. 

D U N V E G A N. , ; 

At Rttafdy^ by good fortune, Macleod^ fo ttcf chlrf 
<jf the clan is called, wa^ pitying a vifit, and by hiitK 
we were invited to his feat at Dunvegan. Radfay haS 
a ftout b6at, built in Norway^ in which, With fix oars; 
he cofaveyed us back to Sky. We landed'at Port Re; 
' fb called, becaiife yanies the Fifth of Scotland^ who hadt 
curiofity to vifit the iflands, came into it. The port' 
is made by an inlet of the fea, deep and narrow/wherd 
a (hip lay waiting to difpeople 5^;f, by carrying the na- 
tives away to America^ 

In cbafting Skyy we palTcd by the cavern iii whicH 
it was the cuftom, as Mdrtih relata, to catch birdi 
in the night, by making a fire at the entrance. This 
pradice is difufed; for the birds, as is known oftert 
to happen, have changed their haunts. 

Here we dined at a piiblick houfe, I believe the 
Only inti of the illand, and halving ntounted Our 
horfes, trairelied in the mfanner already defctibed, 
till We camfc to KingsborougH^ a place diftiflguiftied 
by that name, b^caufe the king lodged here wHeii 
he landed at Port Re. We were entekaihed wittt 
the ufual hofpitality by Mr. Mn'cdonald ahd his lady 
Flora Matdtmatdy a^ name that will be mentioned ifi 
hiftory, and if courage and fidelity be virttie^^ men- 
tioned with HoflOtir. She is a wbiti'an of middle 
ftature, fbft features, geiitle manaers^ ahd' dieganii 
prefeniqe. .^ 

Vo'x. VIII. U In 
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In the morning we fent our horfes round a pfo^ 
montory to meet us, and fpared ourfelves part of the 
day*s fatigue, by crofling an arm of the fea. We 
had at laft fome difficulty in conning to Dunvegan i 
for our way fed over an extenfive moor, where every 
ftep was to be taken with caution, and we were often 
obliged to alight, becaufc the ground could not be 
trufted. In travelling this watery flat, I perceived 
that it had a vifible declivity, and might without much 
expence or difficulty be drained* But difficulty and 
cxpence are relative terms, which have different mean- 
ings in different places. 

To Dunvegan we came, very willing to be at reft, 
and found our fatigue amply recompenfed by our 
reception. Lady Macleod^ who had lived many years 
in England, was newly come hither with her fon and 
four daughters, who knew all the arts of fouthern ele- 
gance, and ail the modes of Englijk csconomy. Here 
therefore we fettled, and did not fpoil the prefcnt hour 
with thoughts of departure. 

. Dunvegan is a rocky prominence, that juts out 
into a bay, on the weft fide of Sky. The houfe, 
which is the principal feat of Macleodj is partly old 
and partly modern ; it is built upon the rock, and 
looks upon the water* It forms two fides of a fmall 
iquare : on the third fide is the fkeleton of a caftle 
of unknown antiquity, fuppofed to have been a 
Nonvegian fortrefs, when the Danes were mafters of 
the iflands. Jt is fo nearly entire, that it might 
Jiave eafily been made habitable, were there not an 
ominous tradition in the family, that the owner 
fhall not long oulive the reparation. The grand- 

fethcr 
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fether of the prefent laird, in defiance of prediAion, 
began the wark» but deiifled in a little time^ and ap- 
plied his money to worfe ufes. 

As the inhabitants of the Hebrides livedo for many 
ages» in continual expectation of hoflilitiesj the chief 
of every clan refided in a fortrefs. This houfe was 
acceffible only from the water, till the laft poffeflbr 
opened an entrance by ftairs upon the land. 

They had formerly reafon to be afraid, not only of 
declared wars and authorized invaders, or of roving 
pirates, which, in the northern feas, muft have been : 
very common j but of inroads and infults from rival 
clans, who, in the plenitude of feudal independence, 
alked no leave of their fovcreign to make war on one 
another. Sbf has boen ravaged by a feud betweea 
the two mighty powers of Macdonald and Macleod. ^ 
Macdonaid having married a Macleod^ upon fomc 
difcontcnt difmiffed her, perhaps becaufe (he had 
brought him no children. Before the reign of James 
the Fifthj a Highlmd laird made a trial of his wife 
for a certain time, and if (lie did not pleafe him, he 
was then at liberty to fend her away. This however 
muft always have offended, and Mj^/^^ relenting 
the injury, whatever were its circumftances, declared, 
that the wedding had been foIemnize(} without a 
bonfire, but that the feparation (hould be better lU 
luminated ^ and railing a little army, fet fire to the 
territories of fAacdonald^ who returned the vifit, and 
prevailed. 

Another ftory may ibow the diforderly ftate of 
infular neighbourhood. The inhabitants of the ifle 
of M'ggy meeting a boat manned by MatUods^ tied 

U a the 
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th0 crew haiid aad foot, and fet them a-drift* Mfi^* 
lead landed upon Eggy and dematoded tbe offetiders-^ 
but the inhabitants refufing to furrendcjf them, re- 
treated to a cavern, into whidi they thought th^ir 
eneniies unlikely to* follow theiti* Mackod choked 
them witb fmbke, arid left them lyiilg: dearf:bf ^aau 
liei as thqr ftobd* 

Here the violence of the weather confined to for^ 
fdme time, not at all to our difcontent or . iocontWfli- 
cncci We would indeed' very wiUi6gly have vifitcd 
the iflands, which might be feen from the bouft feat-; 
terod in the fea, and I was particularly defirom to have^ 
viewed Ifay ; but the ftorms did not permit us ta. 
launch a boat, and we were condemned to liften itt 
idlenefs to the wind, except when we \itvi better en* 
gjiged by liftcntng to the ladies. 

We had heit more wirid than waves, and fuflfoed 
thefeverity of a tempeft, without enjoying its mag- 
nificence. . The fea being broken by the niultitudcl 
of iflands, does not roar with fo much noife, .lidr beat 
the ftorm with fuch foamy violence, as I have, re- 
marked 6n the coaft of Sufflxx Though, while ! wa$r 
in the HebHdih the wind Ivals extremely turbulent, I 
never faw very^ high billows. 

The country about Dufivegim is rough aod bar-^ 
rcn. There' ate no trees, except* in. the . orchard; 
which is .a low/ fheUered ipot furrounded with ^ 
i*alL ... ; _ 

When this houfe was intended to fufkin a! fi^e, » 
weUnas rfaade in the court, by boring the focfc 
downWards, till water was fouhd, whidb, thougjh fo 
Hear ta the ib% I have wk htard memion^ a> 

brackifti^ 
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bracki(hy though it has fbine hardnefs, or ether qua*^ 
ikies, which make it lefs fit for life ; and tlie femily is 
now better fupplied from a ftream, which runs by thfc 
rock, from two pkafing water-falls, 

Here we faw fome traces of former manners, and 
heard fome ftanding traditions. In the houfe is kept 
an ox's horn, hollowed fo as to hold perhaps tw6 
quarts, which the heir of Mackod was expedcd to 
fwallow at one draught, as a teft of his manhood, be- 
fore he was permitted to bear arms, or could claim d 
feat among the men. It is held that the return of th^ 
laird to Dunvegan^ after any confiderable abfence, pro- 
duces a plentiful capture of herrings ; and that, if any 
woman crofles the water to the oppofite ifland, tht 
lierrings will defert the coaft. Bostius tells the feme 
of fome pther place. This tradition is not uniform^ 
Some hold that no woman may pafs, and others that 
43one may pafs but a Macleod. 

Among other guefts, which the hofpitality oi Dun- 
vegan brought to the table, a vifit vJ^as paid by the laird 
^nd lady of a fmall ifland fouth of Skyy of which the 
proper name is Muack^ which iignifies fwine. It is 
commonly called Mucky which the proprietor not lik? 
ing, has endeavoured, without efFedt, to change to 
Monk. It is ufual to call gentlemen in Scotland by the 
name of their pofleffions, as Raafayy Bernera^ Loch 
Buyj a praftice neceflary in countries inhabited by 
clans, where all that live in the fame territory have 
one name, and muft be therefore difcriminated by 
fome addition. This gentleman, whofe name, I 
think, is Mackan^ (hould be regularly called Muck ; 
but the c^ppellatiQn, which he thinks too coarfe for 
U 3 his 
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hb iilandft he would like ftill Icfs for Jiimfelf, and 
ht is therefore addreflcd by the title of IJe of 
Muck. 

This little ifland, however it be named, is of confi- 
derable value. It is two Englijh miles long, and three 
quarters of a mile broad, and confequently contains 
only nine hundred and fixty Engtijh acres. It is chiefly 
arable. Half of this little dominion the laird retains 
m his own hand, and on the other half, live one hun- 
dred and fixty perfons, who pay their rent by exported 
corn. What rent they pay, we were not told, and 
could not decently enquire. The proportion of the 
people to the land is fuch, as the moft fertile countriesi 
do not commonly maintain. 

The laird having all his people under his imme-r 
diate view, feems to be very attentive to their hap* 
pinefs. The devaftation of the fmall-po;x, when it 
vifits places where it comes feldom, is well known. 
He has difarmed it of its terror at Muack, by inocu- 
lating eighty of his people. The expence was two 
(hillings and fixpence a head. Many trades they can- 
not have among them, but u;^on occafion, he fetches 
a fmith from the ifle of E^y and has a tayior from 
the main land, fix times a year. This ifland well de- 
ferved to be feen, but the laird's abfencc left . us no 
opportunity. 

Every inhabited ifland has its appendant apd fubori^ 
dinate iflets. Muck^ however fmall, has yet others 
fmaller about it, one of which has only ground fuffici- 
ent to afford pafture for three wethers. 

At Dunvegan I had tailed lotus, and was in danger 
of forgetting that I was ever to depart, till Mr. 
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Ptjj/w^// fagely reproached me with my fluggilhnefs and 
foftnefs. I had no very forcible defence to make'j 
and we agreed to purfue our journey. Macleod ac« 
companied us to UlintJIi^ where we were entertaiaed by 
the iherifF of the ifland, 

U H N I S H. 

Mr. Macqueen travelled with us, and diredted our 
attention to all that was worthy of obfervation. With 
bim we went to fee an ancient building, called a dun 
or borough. It was a circular inclofure, about forty- 
two feet in diameter, walled round with loofe ftones, 
perhaps to the height of nine feet. The walls arq 
ver) thick, diminiftiing a little towards the top, and 
though in thefe countries ftone is not brought far, muft 
have been raifed with much labour. Within the great 
circle were fcveral fmaller rounds of wall, which 
formed diftinft apartments. Its date and its ufe arc 
unknown. Some fuppofe it the original feat of the 
chiefs of the Macleods. Mr. Macqueen thought it a 
Damjk fort, 

The entrance is covered with flat ftones, and is 
narrow, becaufe it was neceflary that the ftones which 
lie over it, ftnould reach from one wall to the other J 
yet, ftrait as the paflage is, they feem heavier than 
could have been placed where they now lie, by the 
naked ftrength of as many men as might ftand about 
them. They were probably raifed by putting long 
pieces of wood under them, to which theadion of a 
long line of lifter* might be applied. Savages^ in all 
countries, have patience proportionate to their unfkil, 
fulnefs, and are content to attain their end by vciy te* 
^jioui methods. 

U4 If 



Digitized by 



Google 



»9« A lOUKIfEY TO T»|: 

If It Wfts ever roofed, it might once have b^n } 
^welling, but as there is no provifion fqr water, it 
could not have been ^ fort/efs. In Skjy as in every 
cither place, there is ^ ambition of exalting whatever 
has furvived memory, to fome important ufe, a;id 
referring it to very remote ages. I am inclined to 
fufped, that in lawlefs times, when the inhabitants 
pf every mountain ftple the cattle of their neigh^ur, 
theijb enclpfures were ufpd to fecure the herds and 
^ocks in the night. When they were driven within 
the wall, they might be eafily watched, and defended 
|ks long as could be needful j for the robbers durfl: not 
w^it till the injured clan (bould find them in the 
Biorning. 

The interior enf lofures, if the whole building were 
9nc;e a h,Qufe, yvere.the chambers of the chief inhabi- 
tants. If it was a place of fecurity for cattle, they 
were prgbably the (belters of the keepers. 

Fronj the Dun we were conducted to anqther pl^e 
p( fecurity, a cave carried a great way under ground, 
which had been difcovered by digging after a fox* 
Thefe caves, of which many have been found, and 
jnany prpbably remain concealed, are formed, I fee- 
Ijieve, coRimonly by taking advantage of a hollow, 
j^rhere bank? or rocks riCe on either fide. If no fuch 
place ?an be found, the ground muft be cut aw^y. 
The ^^Is ^e made by piling ftones againft the earth, 
on either fid?. It is then roofed by large ftones lakj 
icrofs the cavern, which therefore cannot be wide* 
Over the roof, tujfs were placed, and grafs was fuf* 
fcred to gTQWi and the mouth was concealed by 
bufhe^, or fome other cover* 

Theft 
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Thefe caves were rcprcfentcd to us as thecabii^ 
of the firft rude inhabitants, of which, however, I 
Jim by no means perfuadcd. This was fo low, that 
no man could ftand upright in it. By their con- 
ftrudion tliey are all fo narrow, that two can never 
pals along them together, and bein^ fubterianeous^ 
they muft be always danip. They are not the work 
pf an age much ruder than the prefept ; for they arc 
formed with as much art as the conftrudlion erf a 
common hut requires. 1 imagine them to have 
been places only of occafional ufe, in which the 
iflander, upon a fudden alarm, hid his uteniils, or 
his clothes, and perhaps fometimes his wife an^ 
children. 

1 his cave we entered, but could not proceed thje 
whole length, and went away without knowing how 
far it was carried. For this omiffion we fhall be 
biamed, zs we perhaps have blamed other travellers j 
J)ut the day was rainy, and the ground was dapp. 
We had with us neither fpades nor pickaxes, and i^ 
Jove of eafe furmounted cur defire of knowledge, the 
tlfFence has not the invidioutaefs of fingulariiy. 

Edifices, either ftanding or ruined, are the chief re- 
cords of an illiterate nation. In lome part of this 
journey, at no great diftance from our way, flood a 
&a.tteried fortrefs, of which the learned minifter, to 
whofe communication we are much indebted, gave us 
fn account. 

Thofe, faid h^, are the walls of a place of refuge, 
built in the time of James the Sixth, by Hi^6 Mac^ 
f^aldi who was next heir to the dignity and fortune 
1^ bis chi^. Hugh^ being fi> near his wilh, was 
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impatient of delay ; and had art and influence fufE» 
dent to engage feveral gentlemen in a plot againft the 
Iaird*s life. Something muft be ftipulated on both 
fides ; for they would not dip their hands in blood 
merely for HugV% advancement. The compaft was 
formally written, figned by the confpirators, and placed 
in the hands of one Mac/eod. 

It happened that Macleod had fold feme cattle to 
a drover, who not having ready money, gave him a 
bond for payment. The debt was difcharged, and 
the bond re-demanded I which Mac/eod^ who could not 
read, intending to put into his hands, gave him the 
confpiracy. The drover^ when he had read the paper, 
delivered it privately to Macdonald^ who being thus 
informed of his danger, called his friends together, 
and provided for his fafety. He made a publick feaft, 
and inviting Hugh Macdomld and his confederates, 
placed each of them at the table between two men 
t£ known fidelity. The compaft of confpiracy was 
thca (bown, and every man confix)nted with his own 
name* MacdonaldzB^tA with great moderation. He 
vpbraidcd Hugh both with difloyalty and ingratitude; 
but told the reft, that he confidered them as men de^ 
"luded and mifinformed. Hugh was fworn to fidelity, 
and difmiffed with his companions ; but he was not 
generous enough to be reclaimed by lenity; and 
finding no longer any countenance among the gentle- 
men, endeavoured to execute the fame defign by 
meaner hands. In this praftice he was detefted, 
taken to Macdonald's caflJe, and imprifoned in the 
dungeon. When he was hungrj% they let down t 
plentiful meal of faltcd meat ; and when, after hft 
' T^P^ft^ 
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rcpaft, he called for drink, conveyed to him a 
xrovered cup, which, when he lifted the lid, he found 
empty. From that time they vifited him no more, 
but left him to perifti in folitude and darknefs. 

We were then told of a cavern by the fea-fide, re* 
markable for the powerful reverberation of founds. 
After dinner we took a boat, to explore this curious 
qavity. The boatmen, who feemed to be of a rank 
above that of common drudges, enquired who the 
ftrangers were, and being told <we came one froi« 
Scotland^ and the other from England^ afked if the 
Englijhman could recount a long genealogy. What 
anfwer was given them, the converfation being ia 
flrjet I was not much inclined to examine. 

They expefked no good event of the voyage; for 
one of them declared that he heard the cry of an Eng- 
lijh ghoft. This omen I was not told till after our 
return, and therefor^ cannot claim the dignity of dc^ 
ipifing it« 

The fea was fmooth. We never left the fhore^i 
and came without any difafter to the cavern, which we 
found ru^ed and misftiapen, about one hyndred and 
eighty feet long, thirty wide in the broadeft part, and 
in th^ loftieft, as we gueffed, about thirty high. It was 
now dry, but at high water the fea rifes in it near fix 
feet. Here I faw what I had never feen before, lim- 
pets aQd mufcles in their natural date. But, as a new 
teftimony to the veracity of common fame, here was 
1^0 echo to l)e heard. 

W^ then walked through a natural arch in the 
fock, which (pight h^ve pleafed us by its novelty, 
had the (tones, which encumbered our feet, given us 
Jcifure to confidcr it. We w^rc fljown the gummy 
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fced of the kdp/ that feftens itfdf to a ftone, from - 
Hjjiich k grows into a £krong ftalk. 

In our return, we found a little boy upon the 
point of a xock, catching with his angle a fupper 
for the &mily. We rowed up to him, and bor-r 
Towed^hk rod| with which Mr^ Bofmli caught a 

The cuddy is a fifh of which I know not tht 
^lilofbphical naa>e* It is not much bigger than a 
gudgeon, but is of great ufe in thefe iflands, as it 
^fbrds the lower people both food and oil Jiwr their 
feo^^s. Cuddies are fb abundant, at fonie times erf" 
|he year, that they arc caught like white bait in the 
Tiames^ only by dipping a ba^et and drawing it 

Jf it were always prafticable to fiftii thefe iflantfe 
CQuld never be in much danger from famine 5 but un-- 
^pily, in the winter, when other provifion fails, the 
feas are commonly too rough for nets, or boats. 

TAHSKBR IN SIHY. 

From U/im^ opr next ftage was to fa^ijier, thp 
houfe of colox^l Mac/eoJ^ an officer in tkp DnHb 
feryice, who in this time of univerfal peace, h» 
for feveral years been permitted to be ^«nt fr<Mn 
his regiment. Having been bred to phy^ck, h^ is 
confequently a fcholar,. and his lady, by accom- 
panying him in his different places of refidence, is 
l^cpme^ilful in fewr^ l^^^ages. TqlUk^r i$ the 
^Iftce beyond all thf t I have feqn^ ftpi^ w^jich tlw 
'gay and the jovial feem utterly exeju^ed > and whew 
the herip:^ i^ight e^eft Xfi groiy ^ «) mediation, 
^ without 
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t^^thouf poffibility of difturBance or iiit6fru^tiott\ ft. 
is filleted very near the fei^ But upon jr coaft v^htft' 
nb vcflcl lands but when it is driven by a tempeft oni' 
the rocks* Towards the land are lofty hills ftreamin|^ 
with water-falls. The garden is (belteted by firt; ot' 
pines, Which grow there fo profpemufly,' thrt (bm^ 
which* the prefent inbabitamt planted, afe V^i^ hi^ 
and thick. 

At this place we very Happily met with Mr. DiMf^ 
MacUofti a young gentleman, the eldeft foil oftbeBiirj^ 
of Goly heir to a very graat extent of land, and fo de-i 
fiious oi improving his iiibaritante, that hti ^pttii a 
confiflewtble time among t& fermeti ^i Htrtfi^itfli^e 
m^ Mikripffkej to learn their pradice^ He woklej^ 
with hb own hands at the principal operations rf a^ri-i 
cUtUre, tfait he might ik>t deceive himfelf b|f a ^(c 
c^nion of fkill, which' if he (hodld find it ^e£[ciene 
at home, he had no means of completiifgi tf the' 
ifodd has s^eed to prarfe the travels stud- riialiud 
UAours of the czar of Mufi(yuyy let ^^/ hsiVe Hiifiiai^ 
of the like applaufe,intHe]^op6rtionofhis dotmrncfM 
to the empire of Ruffia* 

This young gtetleman wafe fporting in'thfe mbtm* 
tains of Sky^ and when he was weary with foMdwing 
his game, repaired for lodging to TaUJker. At ni^t 
he mifled ohe of his dogs, and whin he wefnt to fedk 
him in the morning, found two eagles feeduig cm hii 
carcafe. 

Colj for he imift be named by his pofleffibns; bear- 
ing that our intention was to vifit Jomi offered to 
conduft'us to his chief, Siir Allan Maclean^- who ITvei 
iff the ifle Kji Inck l&meth^ and would rfeaidiiy find 
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us a convtnient pafl^. From thb time was fbraied 
an acquaintance, which being begun by kindncfs, 
was accidentally continued by conftraint j we derived 
much pleafufre from it, and I hope have given him no 
rfafon to repent it. 

The weather was now almoft one continued ftorm^ 
^id we were to fnatch fon^ happy intermiffion to be 
conveyed to Mull^ the third ifland of the Hebrides^ ly- 
il^ about a degree fouth of Skjf^ whence we might 
eafily find our way to hck Ketmeti, where Sir J//m 
Mackan refided, and afterward to Jtma. 

F<Mrthis purpofe, the mc^tcommodious flation that 
we could take was Armidily which Sir Jlexander Mac^ 
imald had nov^ left to a gentleman who lived there as 
las faftor of fteward. 

In our way to Armidel was Coriaiachatiy where we had 
already b«tn, and to which therefore we were very 
willii^ tQ return. We ftaid however fo long at Ta^ 
mkcr^ that a great part of our journey was performed 
in the glpem of the evenings In travelling even thus 
almoft without light through naked foUtiide, when 
there is a guide whofe condud may be trufted, a 
mind not naturally too much difpofed to fear, may 
preferve fome degree of cheerfulnefs s but what muft 
be the foliqitude of him who (hould be wandering, 
among the (;rags and hdlows, benighted^ ignorant, 
and alone ? 

The fidions of the Gothick romances were . not {<> 
remote from credibility as they are now thought. In 
the full prevalence of the feudal inftitution, when vio- 
lence defolated the world, and every baron lived in a 
fortrefs, forefts andcaftles were regularly fucceeded 
by each other^ and the adventurer might very fud- 
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iJenly pafe from the ^oom of woods, or the rugged- 
nefs of moors, to feats of plenty, gaiety, and magni- 
ficence. Whatever is imaged in the wildeft tale, if 
giants, dragons, and enchantment be excepted, would, 
be felt by him, who, wandering in the mountains, 
without^ a guide, or upon the fea without a pilot, 
fliould be carried amidft his terror and uncertainty, to 
the hofpitality and elegance of Raafay or Dunvegan. 

To Coriaiachan at ktft we came, and found our- 
(elves welcomed as before. Here we ftaid two days, 
and made fuch enquiries as curiofity fuggefted. The 
houfe was filled with company, among whom Mr* 
Macpherfoh and his fifter diftinguiflied themfelves bjr 
their politenefs and accomplifliments. By him wc 
were invited to Oftig^ a houfe not far from Armidel^^ 
where we might eafily hear of a boat, when the wea- 
ther would fuffcr us to Jeave the ifland. 

OSTIGINSKY. 

At Ofitgy of which Mr. Macpherfon is minifter, we 
were entertained for fome days, then removed to 
Armidel^ where we finifhed our obfervations on the 
ifland of Sky. 

As this ifland lies in the fifty-feventh degree, the 
air cannot be fuppofed to have much warmth. The 
long continuance of the fun above the horizon, docs 
indeed fometimes produce great heat in northern 
latitudes ; but this can only happen in^eltered places, 
where the atmofphere is to a certain degree ftagnant, 
and the fame mafs of air continues to receive for 
many hours the rays of the fun, and the vapours of 
the earth. Sky lies open on the weft and north to a 
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Vaft extent of ocean, and is cooled in the fumthcr hf 
at>erpetu2d ventilation, but by the falne blafts is kept 
warni in winter* Their weather is not pleafing. Hatf 
the year is deluged with rain. Front the autumnal 
to ,thc vernal equinox, a dry day is hardly known; 
except when the fliowers are fufpended by a tempefh 
Under fuch &ies can be expeded no great ^^ber« 
anoj of vegetation. Their winter overtakes riieir 
iummer, and their harvefl: lies upon the ground 
drenched with rain. The autumn ftruggles hard t6 
produce fome of our cariy fruits; I gathered goofe* 
berries in September ^ but they were fmall, and tlie 
hulk was thick. 

The winter is feldom fuch as puts a full I'fop to 
the growth of plants, or reduces the tattle to live; 
wholly on the furplufage of the' i^mmer. In the yieaf 
fcventy-one they had a fevere feafon, remembered by 
the name of the Black Spring, from which the ifland 
has not yet recovered. The fnow lay long upon the 
ground, a calamity hardly known before. Part of 
their cattle died for want, part were unfeafonably fold 
to buy fuft^naiicd for the owners ; and, what I hav6 
not read or heard of before, the kine that furvived 
were fo emaciated and difpirited, that they did not 
require the mak- at the ufud time. Many of ther roe- 
bucks periflied. 

The foil, as in Other countries, Has its diveffities. 
In fome paftsthere is oifly a: thm layer of earth fpiead 
upon a rock, ^ch b^ars nothing but JQiort brown 
heath, and perhaps is nbt generally capable of any 
better produft; There are many bqgs or moffds of 
greater or lefs extent, where the foil cannot be fup- 
pofed ta w^t deptk, tboqg^ it is too \^t for the 
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\<ough; But we dkl nbk obfer^fe ill thtffe iny aquatitfe 
plants. The. vallies and the tnountairis are alike * 
darkened with heath* Sonje graft, however, grows 
here and there, aftd fomo happier Ipots of eatth are 
capablfe of tills^e; 

Their agriculture is laboriotisj and perhip^ rathe^» 
feeble than unfkilfuU Their chief manure is fea^weed^* 
whichi when ih^y lay it to rot uf)on the fields give*, 
them a better crop thain thofe of the Hi^hlandsi They» 
heap fea-fliells iipoii the dunghill^ which in time: 
moulder into a fettilifing fubftance* When they find 
ta, vein of earth where they cannot ufe it, they dig- 
it up, and add it to the naould of a more commodidua 
j^ace* 

Their corn gi^ounds often lie in fuch intricacies' 
swmong the crags, that there is ho room fot the aftioa 
of a team and plough. The foil is thdn turned up by 
manual labour, with an itiftrument called a crodkecl 
Ipade, of a form and weight which to me apjfeared 
Very inconimodious, and would perhaps be fooh im*- 
proved in a country where workmen could be feafily 
found add ^afily paid. It has a riatrdw bladdof iron 
fixed to a long Bnd heavy piece of wood^ which nlulfei 
have, about a foot and a half above the iron, a knee^ 
tor flexure with the angle downwards; When the 
former encounters a ftone^ which is the great impe«; 
tiiment of his operations, he drives the blade under it| 
and bringing the kt^e or angle i6 the ground^ has irt 
th^ long handle a very forcible lever; , 

According to the different mode of tillage^ farms 
are diftinguilhed intof long land zndj/tort hndi Long 
. yot. VIII* X . land 
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limd isthat which affords room for a plough, and (hart 
Jiond is turned up by the fpade. 

The .grain which they commit to the furrows thus 
tedioufly formed, is either oats or barley. They do 
not fow barley without very copious manure, and then 
they expeft from it ten for one, an incrcafe e qual to that 
of better countries 5 but the culture is fo operofe^ tbat 
they content themfelves commonly with oats } and who 
can relate without compaffion, that after all their dili* 
gence they are to expeft Only a triple increafe ? It is id 
vain to hope for plenty, when a third part of the har- 
veft muft be referved for feed. 
^ When their grain is arrived at the ftate which they 
muft conlider as ripenefs, they do not cut, but pull the 
barley : to the oats they apply the fickle. Wheel car-* 
riages they have none, but make a firame of timber 
which is drawn by one horfe with the two poiAts be* 
hind preffing on the jground. On this they fometimd 
drag home their /heaves, but often convey them home 
in a kind of open panier, or frame of fticks upon the 
horfe^s back. 

Of that which is obtained with fo much difiiculty, 
iftothing furely ought to be wafted 5 yet their method 
of clearing their oats from the huflc is by parching 
them in the ftraw. Thus with the genuine improvi- 
dence of favages, they deftroy that fodder fi^r want rf 
which their cattle may perilh* Prom this jjanftice they 
have two petty conveniencies : they dry the grain fo 
that it is eafily reduced to meal, and they efciape thft 
theft ot the thieflier. The tafte contrafted from the 
fire by the oatS, as by every other fcorched fubftsnce, 
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tife muft long ago have made grSteful. The oats that 
are not pafched muft be dried in a kiln. 

The barns of Sky I never faw. That which Mac^ 
hod of Raafay had erefted near his houfe was fo con- 
trived, becaufe the harveft is feldom brought home 
dry, as by perpetual perllation^ to prevent the moir 
from heating. 

Of their gardens I can judge only from theirtable^. 
I did not obferve that the common greens were want- 
ing, and fuppofe, that by choofing an advantageous 
expofition, they can raife all the more hardy efculent 
plants. Of vegetable fragrance or beauty they are not 
yet ftudious. Few vows are made to Flora in the 
'Hebrides^ 

They gather a little hay, but the grafs is mown late ; 
and is fo often almoft dry and again very wet, before it 
is houfed, that it becomes a coUedion of withered 
llalks without tafte or fragrance ; it muft be eaten by 
cattle that have nothing elfe, but by moft EngBjk 
farmers would be thrown away^ 

In the iflands I have not heard that any lubtef- 
raneous tttafores have been difcovered, though whet* 
there are mountains, there are commonly minerals. 
One of the rocks in Col has a black vein, imagined 
to corifift of the ore of lead ; but it was never yet 
opened or effayed. In Sky a black mafs was acci- 
dentally picked up, and brouglit into the houfe of the 
owner of the land, who found himfelf ftrohgly in* 
dined to think it a coal, but unhappily it did not 
burn in the chimney. Common ores woukl be here ot 
no great values for what requires to be feparatid 
by fire, muft, if it were found, be carried away lA iti 

X d mineral 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 A JOURNEY TO THE 

mineral ftafe, here being no fewd for the finelting-^ 
houfe or forge. Perhaps by diligent fearch in this 
world of ftone, fome valuable fpecies of marble might 
be difcovered. But neither philofophical curiofity, 
nor commerical induftrj^ have yet fixed their abode 
here, where the importunity of immediate want, fup- 
plied but for the day, and craving on the morrow, has 
left little room for excutfiVe knowledge,, or the pleaf- 
ing fancies of ditiant profit* 

They have lately found a manufafture confider- 
ably lucrative. Their rocks abound with kelp, a 
.fea-plant, of which the aflies are melted into glafs. 
They, burn kelp in great quantities, and then fend it 
away in fhips, which come regularly to purchafe them. 
;This new fource of riches has raifed the rents of 
:tnany maritime farms ; but the tenants pay, like all 
other tenants, the additional rent with great unwil- 
lingnefs; becaufe they confider the profits of the 
;kelp as the mere produ6t of perfonal labour, to which 
the landlord contributes nothing. However, as any 
jnan' may be faid to give what he gives the power of 
gaining, he has certainly as much right to profit from 
the price of kelp as of any thing elfe found or raifed 
upon his ground. 

This new trade has excited a long and eager liti* 
gatipn between Macdonald and Macleod^ for a ledge of 
rocks, whic^H, till the value of kelp was known, nei- 
ther of th^m defired the reputation of poffeffing. 

The cattle of Sky are not fo foiall as is commonly 
believed. Sine? they have fent their beeves in great 
numbers to fouthern marts, they have probably taken 
inprc care of their breed. At ftated times the annual 
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growth of cattle is driven to a fair, by a general drover, 
and with the money, which he feturns to the farmer, 
the r^nts are paid. 

' The price regularly expefted^ is from two to three 
pounds a head : there was 0099 one fold for live 
pounds. They go from the iflands jVery lean, and are 
not offered to the butcher till they have been long 
fatted in Englijh paftures. 

Gf their black cattle feme are without horns, call- 
ed by the Scots^ humble cows, as we call a bee an J^um- 
hie bee, that wants a ftingiA Whether this difference 
be fpecifick, or accidental, though we inquired with 
great diligence, we could not be informed. We are 
not very fure that the bull is ever without horns,, 
though we have been told, that fuch, bulls there are. 
What is produced by putting a horned and unhorned 
male and female together, no man has ever tried that 
thought the refult worthy of obfervation. 

Their horfes are, like their cows, of a moderate 
fize. 1 had no difficulty to mount myfelf commo- 
dioufly by the favour of the gentlemen. I, heard of 
very little cows in Barra, and very little hOrfes in 
Rum^ where perhaps no care is takea to prevent that 
diminution of fize, which muft always happen, where 
the greater and the lefs copulate promifcuouHy, and 
the young animal is reftrained from growth by penury 
of fuftenance. f 

The goat is the general inhabitant of *the earth, 
complying with every difference of climate and ot 
foil. The goats of the Hebrides are like others i nor 
did I hear any thing of their fheep to be particula,rly 
rcnjarked. 
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In the penury of thefe malignant regions, nptbbg 
is left that can be converted to food. The.goats an4 
the Iheep are milked like the cows. A fingle mea^ 
of a goat is i quart, and of a flicep a pint. Such 
at leaft was the account, which I could extraft froni 
thofe of whom I nm not fure that they ^ver had in- 
quired. 

The milk of goats is much thinner than that of 
cows; and that of ftieep is much thicker. Sheep's 
milk is never eaten before it is boilfd y as it is thick, 
it muft: be very liberal of curd, and the people of 5/. 
jfCi/da form it into fmall cheefes. 

The ftags of the mountains are lefs than thofe of 
our parks or forefts, perhaps not bigger than our fal- 
low deer. Their flefti has no ranknefs, nor is inferi- 
our in flavour to our common venifon. The roebucl^ 
I neither faw nor tafted, Thefe are not countries foe 
a regular chafe. The deer are not driven with horn^ 
and hounds. A fportfman, with his gun in his hajidj^ 
watches the animal, and when he has wounded him^ 
t;races him by the blood. 

They have a race of brinded greyhounds larg^5 
and ftronger than thofe with which nye courfe hares^ 
and thof^ are the- only dogs ufed by them for thft 
chafe, 

Man is by the ufe of fire-arins made Ip much an, 
overmatch for other animals, that in all countries^ 
where they are in ufe, the wild part of the; creation 
fenfibly diminifhes. There will probably not be Ipng 
^itber ftags or roebucks in the iflands. All tJjQ b€»fts( 
pf chafe would have been loft long ago in countries 
well inhabited, had they not been preferved by J^w| 
jor the pleafure of the righ, i 
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There are la Sky neither rats nor mice, but the 
Weafel is fo frequent, that he is heard in houfes rat- 
tling behind chefts or beds, as rats in England. They 
probably owe to his predominance that they liave nq 
other vermin; for fince the great rat took poffeflioa 
of this part of the world, fcarce a Ihip can touch at 
any port, but fome of his race are left behind. 
They have within thefe few years began to infeft thq 
ifle of Col^ where being left by fome trading vaflcl, 
they have increafed for want of weafels to oppofe 
them. 

The inhabitants of Sky^ and of the other iflands, 
which I have feen, are commonly of the middle fta- 
ture, with fewer among tliem very tall or very ftiort^ 
than are feen in England -y or perhaps, as their numr 
bers are finall, the chances of any deviation from tha 
common meafure are neceflarily few. The talleft 
men that I faw are among thofe of higher rank. la 
regions of barrennefs and fcarci^y, the human race is 
hindered in its growth by the iame caufes as other 
fmimals. 

The ladies have as much beauty here ,as in other 
places, but bloom and foftnefs are not to be expefted 
among the lower defies, whofe faces are expofed to 
the rudenefs of the climate, and whofe features are 
fometimes contra6^d by want, and fometimes har- 
dened by the blafts. Supreme beauty is feldom found 
in cottages or workOiaps^ evea where no real hard-* 
Ihips are fuffered. To expand the human face to its 
full perfedlion, it feems neceflary that the mind fliould 
co-operate by placidnefs of content^ qyc cjonfcioufnaf^ 
()f fujperio?ity^ 
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Their ftrcngth is proportionate to their iize, buf 
they are accuftomed to run upon rough ground, and 
therefore can with great agility fkip over the bog, of 
plamber the mountain. For a campaign in the waftes 
^i America^ foldiers better qualified could not have 
been found. Having little work to do, they are not 
willing, nor perhaps able, to endure a long continu- 
ance of manual labour, and are therefore qonfidered 
^s habitually idle. 

Having never been fupplicd with thoffe accommo^ 
(Jations, which life extenfively diverfified with trades 
affords, they fupply their wants by very infufficient 
ftiifts, and eftdure many^inconveniencies, which a littte 
attention would eafily relieve, 1 have feeii a horfe 
carrying home the harveft on a crate. Under his tail 
was a flick for a crupper, held at the two ends by 
^wifls of ftraw. Hemp will grow in their iflands, and 
therefore ropes may be had. If they wanted hemp, 
they might make better cordage of rufhes, or perhaps , 
pf nettles, than of flraw. 

Their method of life neither fecures them perpetual 
liealth, nor expofes them to any particular difeafes. 
There are phyficians in the iflands, who, I believe, aU 
praftife chirurgery, and all compound their own me- 
dicines. 

It is generally fijppofed, that life is longer in 
places where there are few opportunities of luxury 5 
but I found no inftance here of extraordinary lon- 
gevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten cakes, 
like a citizen at a turtle feaft. He is indeed feldom 
ijnGommoded by corpulence. Poverty preferves hrm 
from finking under the burden ofhimfclf, but 
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lie efcapes no other injury of time. Inftances of long 
fife are often related, which thole who hear them are 
more willing to credit than examine. To be told that 
any man has attained a hundred years, gives hope and 
comfort to him who (lands trembling on the brink of 
his own climafterick. 

Length of life is diftributed impartially to very dif- 
ferent modes of life in very different climates j and the 
mountains have no greater e;Kamples of age and health 
than the low lands, where I vvas introduced to two 
ladies of high quality ; one of whom, in her ninety- 
fourth year, prefided at her table with the full exercife 
of all her powers ; and the other has attained her 
eighty-fourth, without any diminution of her vivacity, 
land with little reafon to accufe tinae of depredations 
on her beauty. 

In the iflands, as in moft other places, the inhabi- 
tants are of different rank, and one does not encroach 
here upon another. Where there is no commerce 
Bor manufafture, he that is born poor can fcarcely be- 
come rich J and if none are able to buy eftates, he that 
is born to land cannot annihilate his family by felling 
it. This was once the ftate of thefe countries. Per- 
haps there is no example, till within a century and 
half, of any family whofe eftate was alienated other- 
wife than by violence or forfeiture. Since money has 
been brought amongft them, they have found, like 
pthers, the art of fpending more than they receive; 
and I faw with grief the chief of a very ancient clan, 
whofe ifland was condemned by law to be fold for the 
fatisfadion of his creditors, > 

The 
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The name of higheft in dignity is Laird, of whidl 
there are in the extenfive ifle of Sky only three, M^f'^ 
4onafdj Macleodj and Mackinnon. The laird is the ori- 
ginal owner of the land, whofe natural power mud ba 
very great where no man lives but by agriculture ; and 
where the produce of the land is not conveyed through 
the labyrinths of traffick, but paffes diredly irom the 
. hand that gathers it \p the mouth that eats it, Thq 
]^ird has all thofe in his power that live upon his 
farms. Kings can, for the moft part, only exalt of 
degrade. The laird at pleafure can feed or ftarve, 
can give bread, or withhold it. This inherent power 
was yet ftrengthened by the kindnefs of confanguinity^i 
and the reverence of patriarchal authority. The laircj 
was the father pf the clan, and hb tenants commonly 
bore his name. And to thefe principles of original 
command was added, for many ages, ^ cxclufive 
right of legal jurifdiftion. 

This niultifarious and extenfive obligation operated 
with force (carcely credible. Every duty, moral or 
political, was abforded in afiTeiflion and adherence ta 
the chief. Not many years have paffed fince the 
clans knew no law but the laird's will, He told them 
to whom they ftiould be friends or enemies, what 
king they (bould obey, aod what religioii they ^oulcl 
profefs^ 

When the Scotf firft rofe in arms againft the fucm 
ceffion pf the houfe of Hanover j Lovaty the chief of 
the Prafersy was in exile for a rape. The Frafen^ 
\vere very numerous, and very zealous againft the 
|PV?rpnient, ^ pardoft was fent to l.ovaU H^ 
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}S&me to the Englijh camp» and the clan immediately 
cteierted to him. 

Next in dignity to the laird is the Tackfman ; a 
large taker or Icafe-holder of land, of which he keeps 
part as a domain in his own hand, and lets part to 
under-tenants. The. tackfman is neceflarily § man 
capable of fecuring to the lai'd the whole rent, and is 
comn^only a collateral relation. Thefe tacks or fub* 
ordinate poffeffions, were long confidered as hpredi-* 
tary, and the occupant was diftinguiflied by the name 
of the place at which he refided. He held a rpidJIe 
^tion, by which the higheft and the lowed orders 
were connefted^ He paid rent and reverence to the 
laird, and received them from the tenants, This 
tenure ftill fubfifts, with its original operation, but not 
with the primitive liability. Since the iilanders, no 
longer content to live, have learned the defire of 
growing rich, an ancient dependent is in danger of 
giving way to a higher bidder, at the expence of do- 
meftick dignity and hereditary power^ The ftranger, 
wbofe money buys him preference, confiders himfelf 
sis pj^ying for all that he has, and is indifferent about 
|he laird*s bonoyr or fafety. The commodiouineft 
pf money is indeed great; but there are fome ad- 
vantages which money cannot buy, and which there- 
fore no wife man will by 0e love of money be tempt- 
ed to forego. 

I have found in the hither parts of Scotland^ nien 
not defective in judgment or general experience, who 
fonfider the tackfman as a ufelefs burden of the 
ground, as a drone who lives upon the producft of 
|a 0ftate, without ^he ri^ht of property, or tHt 
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merit of labour, and who impoverilhcs at once the 
landlord and the tenant. The land, iky they, is let to 
the tackfman at fix-pence an acre, and by him to the 
tenant at ten-pence. Let the owner be the immediate 
landlord to all the tenants; if he fets the ground at 
eight-pence, he will increafe his revenue by a fourtfc 
part, and the tenant's burden will be diminiflied by 
a fifth. 

Tbofe who purfue this train of reafoning, feem iK)t 
fufEciently to inquire whithet it will lead them, nor to 
know that it will equally Ihew the propriety of fup- 
prefling all wholefale trade, of fliutting up the (hops 
of every man who fells what he does not make, and of 
extruding all whofe agency and profit intervene be- 
tween the manufadurer and the confumer. They 
may, by ftretching their underftandings a little wider, 
comprehend, that all thofe who, by undertaking large 
quantities of manufacture, and affording employment 
to many labourers, make themfelves confidered as bc- 
nefaftors to the publick, have only been robbing their 
workmen with one hand, and their cuftomers with the 
other. If Crowley had fold only what he could make, 
and all his fmiths had wrought their own iron with 
their own hammers, he would have lived on lefs, and 
they would have fold their work for more. The 
falaries of fuperintendents and clerks would have been 
partly faved, and partly fhared, and nails been fome- 
times cheaper by a farthing in a hundred. But then 
if the fmith could not have found an immediate pur- 
chafer, he muft have deferted his anvil ; if there had 
by accident at any time been more fellers tlian buyers, 
the workmen muft have reduced their profit to no- 

thing, 
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tiling, by underfelling one another; and as no grfeait 
ftock could have been in any hand, no fudden de- 
mand of large quantities could have been ani^wered, 
and the builder muft have flood ftill till the nailer 
could fupply him. 

According to thefe fchemes, univerfal plenty is to 
begin and end in univerfal mifery. Hope and emu- 
lation will be utterly extinguiftied j and as all muft 
obey the call of immediate neceffity, nothing that re* 
quires extenfive iviews, or provides for diftant confe- 
quences, will ever be performed. 

To the fouthern inhabitants of Scotland^ the ftate of 
the mountains and the iflands is equally unknown with • 
that oi Borneo or Sumatra : of both they have only heard 
a little, and guefs the reft. They are ftrangers to the 
language and the manners, to the advantages and 
wants of the people, whofe life they wouW model, and 
whofe evils they would remedy. 

Nothing is lefs difficult than to procure one con-^ 
venience by the forfeiture of another* A foldier may 
expedite his march by throwing away his arms. To 
banifh the tackfman is eafy, to make a country plenti- 
ful by dimiuiftiing the people, is an expeditious mode 
of huft)andry; but' that abundance, which there is 
nobody to enjoy, contributes little to human happi- 
xiefs. 

As the mind muft govern the hands, fo in every 
fociety the man of intelligence muft dired the man of 
labour. If the tackfmen be taken away, the Hebrides 
muft in their prefent ftate be given up to groflhefs 
4md ignorance; the tenant, for want of inftruftion, 
will be unlkilful, and for want of admonition, will be 

pegligent. 
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to^ligent* The Jaird, in thcfe wide cftates, wbick 
often confift of iflands remote from one another, can- 
not extend bis perfonal mfluence to all hb tenants j 
and the fteward having no dignity annexed to his 
chara^er, can have little authority among men taught 
to pay reverence only to birth, and who regard the 
tackfman as their hereditary fuperiour ; nor can tht 
lleward have equal zeal for the prolpcrity of an eftate 
profitable only to the laird, with the tackfman, who 
has the laird's income involved in his own. 

The only gentlemen in the iflands are the lairds, the 
tackfmen, and the minifters, who frequently improve 
their livings by becoming farmers. If the tackimeft 
be baniihed, who will be left to impart knowledge^ 
or imprefs civility ? The laird muft always be at a 
diftance from the greater part of his lands ; and if he 
iefides at all upon thent, mufl drag his diys in fc^- 
tude, having no longer ei^ther a friend or a companion j 
he will therefore depart to fome more comfortable 
itfidence,^ and leave the tenants to the wifdom and 
mercy of a fador. 

Of tenants there are different orders, as they have 
greater or lefs ftock. Land is fometimes lealed to t 
iinail fellowfliip, who live in a chifter of huts, call^ a 
Tenant*s Town, and are bound jointly and feparately 
for the payment of their rent. Thefe, I believe, etn^ 
pioy in the care of their cattle and the labour of tillage, 
a kind of tenants yet lower ^ who ha^ng a hut, with 
grafs for a certain number of cows and (heep, pay their 
rent by a ftipulated quantity of labocir. 

The condition of domeftick fcrvahts, or the pric* 

e£ occaiional labour, I do not know with cMtaintf » 

4 Iwaa 



Digitized by 



Google 



WESTERN IStANDS, kc. ^ 

t was told that the maids Have (heep, and are allowed 
to fpin for their own clothing;, perhaps they have no 
pecuniary Wages, or none but in very wealthy families. 
The ftate of life, which has hitherto been purely pa(^ 
toral, begins now to be a little variegated with com- 
meite; but novelties enter by degrees, and till one 
mod^ has folly prevailed over the other, no fettled 
notion can be formed. 

Such is. the fyftem of infular ful)ordination, which 
having little variety, cannot afford much delight irf 
the view, nor long detain the mind in contempla- 
tion. The inhabitants were for a long time perhaf^ 
not unhappy ; but their content was a muAfy mix- 
ture of pride and ignorance, an iwdifference for plea- 
fures which they did not know, a blind ven^ratioii' 
£<«• their chiefs, and a ftrong cpnviftion of their own 
importance. 

Their pride has been crulhed by the heavy hand o( 
a vindiAive conqueror, whofe feverities have been 
followed by laws, which, though they caniiot be called 
cruel, have produced much difcontent, becaufe they 
operate upon the furface of life, and make every eye 
bear witnefe to fubjedion. To be compelled to a new 
drefe has always been found painfal. 

Their chiefs being now deprived of their jurifijic- 
tion, have already loft much of their influence ^ and 
as they gradually degenerate from patriardial rulers to 
rapacious landlords, they will diveft th^mfelves c^ the 
little that remains. 

That dignity which they derived frotn an ofrinion 
•of /their military importance, the law, which difermed 
t^trai, has abated. An ekl gaitlemiui, delighting 

himlfilf 
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himfelf with the recoUedioh of better dajrs, relatecJ^" 
that forty years ago^ a chieftain walked out attended * 
by ten or twelve followers, with their arms rattling/- 
That Inimating rabble has now ccafed. The chief* 
has loft his* formidable retinue -^ and the Highlander 
walks his heath unarmed and defencelcfs^ with the 
peaceable fubmiffion of a French peafant, or Engli/h 
cottagen 

Their ignorance grows every day lefs, but theif 
knowledge is yet d little other ufe than to fhcW them' 
their wants. They arc now in the period of eduoi'* 
tion, and feel the uneafinefs of difcipline^ without yef 
perceivinjg the benefit of inftrudioni 

The laft law, by which the Highlanders are deprived 
of their arms, has operated with efficacy beyond ex- 
pedation. Of former ftatutes made with the famd 
defign, the execution ^lad been feeble, and the effed 
inconfiderable^ Concealment was undoubtedly prac- 
tifed, and perhaps often with connivance. There was^ 
tendernefs or partiality on one fide^ and obftinacy on 
the othen But the law,, which followed the vidory of" 
Culloden^ found the whole nation dejeded and in- 
timidated ; informations were given without danger an4. 
without fear, and the arms were colleded with fu(i 
rigour, that every houfe was defpoiied of its defence^ 

To difarm part of the Highlands^ could give nO 
i«eafonable occafion of complaint. Every govern* 
ment muft be allowed the power of taking away tha , 
weapon that is lifted againft it. But the loyal clans 
murmured, with fome appearance of juftice, that* 
after having defended the king, they were forr 
bidden for the future to defend then^elves;. m^ 
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tiiat the fword (hoald be forfeited, which had beeA 
legally employed. Their cafe is undotibtedly hatdv 
but ifi fjolirical regulations, good cannot be cohiplet^l^ 
it can only-he predominaiit. 

Wliether by difarrhing a jpfeopte thus broken ittt<* 
fcveral tribes, And thus remote from the kit of 
pow^r^ mofe good than evil has bfeen pr<>ducdd, niaf 
deferve enquiry; The fupreme pdWer in every cdm*^ 
muiiity has the 5right of debkrring ev^ry individuals 
and evefy fubordinate focietfi from felf-defenc^i dnlf 
becaufe' the fupreme power is abte td defend them; 
tnd therefore where tht governor cannot a6V^ he mult 
truft the fubjed to ad for hinifdf; Thefe iflands 
fnight hi AVafted with fire and^ fword before f^eir 
fbvereign would know th^ir diftrtifti- A gang of fob** 
bets, fuch as has beeft lately* fofiftd -eohfdderafing 
fbetiifel*es ii\ the Hi^hlafids^ might 1^ d \^ide regioft 
nnde# eotittibiition. The ferew of d. p^tty privateer 
might land on the largeft and itioft Wealthy <rf th* 
ifiandsi and ribt without coiVt^oiJl itl cruelty and waftei 
k wis obferved by one of th^f ihieft of %, thatftfty 
arttled nien mighty without rdflftance, ravage -th» 
feountfy. Laws that pkd^ the fubjeas in fufeh a ftate; 
comtrav^he^ the firft prineiplfes of the Compaft of iiu^ 
thorityt they exadt obediencie^ and yield no prox 
te6lio^« 

It affords a genferoB^ ahd- tiianty pileSfufiS to cohi 
«dVe a liftte hiaition gathering its fiuits and tending 
its herds With fearkfs confiderice^ though it fies ojjeii 
on every fide to inVafiorf, where,- in contefalpt of 
*rafl^ and' trfeifch^s, 6itif9itxi lle^ feturdy with hii 
fWoid befide hifni whei^' ^I *n thfe iirft appiiDach 
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of hoftility came together at the call to battle, as at 
a fummons to a feftal (how ; and committing their 
cattle to the care of* thofe whom. age or nature has 
difabled, engage the enemy with that competition 
for hazard and for gloiy, which operate in men that 
fight under the eye of thofe whofe diflike or kind- 
nefs they have always confidered as the greateft evil 
or the greateft good. 

This was, in the beginning of the prefent century, 
tlie ftate of the Highlands. Every man was a foldier, 
who partook of national confidence, and interefted 
himfelf in national honour. To lofe this fpirit, is to 
lofe what no fmall advantage will compenfate. 

It may likewife deferve to be enquired, whether a 
great nation ought to be totally commercial ? whether 
amidft the uncertainty of human affairs, too much 
attention to one mode of happinefs may not endanger 
others ? whether the pride of riches muft not fomc- 
times have recourfe to the proteftion of courage ? and 
whether, if it be neceflary to preferve in fome part of 
the empire the military fpirit, it can fubiift more 
commodioufly in any place, than in remote and un- 
profitable provinces, where it can commonly do little 
harm, and whence it may be called forth at any fud- 
den exigence? 

It muft however be confeffed, that a man who 
places honour Only in fuccefsful violence, is a very 
troublefome suid pernicious animal in time of peace; 
and that the martial character cannot prevail in a 
^hole people, but by ti^^iminutionof all other vir- 
tues. He that is^ccuftoiifcd to refolvc all right into 
<:oHqueft> wiU have very little tenderae^s or equity* 
• ' ^ AU 



Digitized lay 



Google 



AVESTEkN ISLAND3,&c. 323. 

All the friendftiip in fuch a life can be only a con- 
federacy of invafion, or aljliance of defence. The 
iftrong muft flourifti by force> and the weak fubfift 
by ftratagem. 

Till the Highlanders lofl their ferocity with their 
arms, thpy fuffered from each other all that malignity 
could didate^ or precipitance could aft. Every pro- 
Vocation was revenged with blood, and no man that 
ventured into a numerous company, by whatever oc- 
cafion brought together, was fure of returning with-- 
but a Wound. If they are now expofed to foreign 
boftilities^ they may talk of the danger, but can fel- 
dom feel it^ If they are no longer martial, they 
are no longer quarrelfome; Mifery is caufed, for j 
the moft partj not by a heavy enlfti of difaftcr, , but | 
y^y the corrofion of lefs vifible evils, which canker en* 
joymenti and undermine fecurity- The vifit of an, 
invader is neceffarily rare, but domeftick animofities 
allow no ceffation^ 

The abolition of the local jurifdiftions, Which had 
for fo many ages been eirercifed by the chiefs, has like- 
wife its evil and i:s good* The feudal conflitution 
naturally difFufed Jtfelf into long ramifications of fub-^ 
ordinate authority^ • To this general temper of the 
government was added the peculiar form of the coun- 
try> broken by mountains into many fubdivifions 
fcarcely acceffible but to the natives, and guarded by 
pajQTes, or perplexed with intricaeics^ through which 
national juftice could not find, its wayi .^ 

The power of deciding controvcrfies^ and of puniflu 

ing offences, as fomc fuehrpower there muft always 

ibe>^was er)traf)|ed to the lairds 9f thecountfy^to iho|(e 
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whom the people conCdered as their natural judges'. 
It cannot be fuppofed that a rugged proprietor of 
the rocks, unprincipled and unenlightened, was a 
nice refolver of entangled claims, or very exaft ik 
proportioning puniftiment to offences. But the more 
be indulged his own will, the niore he held his vaf- 
fels in dependance. Prudence and innocence, with- 
out the favour of the chief, conferred lio feCurity 5 and 
crimes involved no danger, when the judge was refo* 
lote to acquit. ' 

^'When the chiefs were men of knowledge and virtue, 
the convenience of a domeftick judicature was greats 
No long journies -were •riecdrary> nor artificial deiUyfr 
could be pradifed ; thecharader, the alliances, and 
intereftsof the litigants were fchown to the court, and 
all falfe pretences were eaiily detected. ^ The fentence, 
when it was paft, could not be evided ; the powfer of 
the laird fuperfeded formalities, and juftice could not 
be defeated by intereft or ftratagem. 

I doubt not but that finte the regular judges have 
inade their circuits through the whole country, right 
Has been every where more- wifHy and mord equally 
difttibtited j the complaint is, that litigation is growiii 
troublfefbme, and that the magistrates are t06 few, and 
fherefbre often too remote for general convenience. 

' Many of the fmaller iflands ha^ef rio legal o&cei 
within them. I once a^ed, if a crime fiioiiH b^ 
Committed* Dy what authority the offciKter could ha 
feized? and was* told, that the laird would^iert hid 
Tight ; a tight which he muft now ufutp, bat which 
furely neceffity igpft vindicate^ and tfhrdsL h t&esre^ 
fore yet 4i3ftrctfcd itt lower deg^ees^ l^H&fee of* 
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the proprietors, when legal proceffes cannot be ob- 
tained. 

In all greater queftions, however, there is now hap- 
pily an end to all fear or hope from malice or from 
favour. The roads are fecure in thofe places through 
which, forty years ago, no traveller could pafs with^ 
out a convoy. All trials of right by the fword are 
forgotten, and the mean are in as little danger froni 
the powerful ^ in other places. No fcheme of po- 
licy has, in any country, yet brought the rich and 
poor on equal tenns into courts of judicature. Per- 
haps .experience, ipiprovii^ on experience, may in 
time efFeft it^ 

Thofe who have long enjoyed dignity and power, 
ought not^ to lofe it without fome equivalent, Theri . 
was paid to the chiefs by the publick, in exchange 
for their privileges, perhaps a fum greater than moft 
of therti had ever poflfeffed, which excited a thirft for 
riches, of which it (hewed them the ufe. When 
the power of birth and ftation ceafes, no hope re- 
mains but from the prevalence of money. Power 
^nd wealth fupply the place of each other. Power 
confers the ability of gratifying our defire without 
the confent of others* Wealth enables us to ob- 
tain the cotifent of others to our gratification. Power, 
pimply confidered, whatever it confers on one, muft 
take from another. Wealth enables its owner to 
give to others, by taking only from himfelf, Power 
pleafes the violent and proud: wealth ddights the 
placid and the timorous. Youth therefore* |iies s^i^^u 
power, and age grovels after riches, 

The chiefs, divcfted of their prerogatives, ne^ 
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ceflarily turned their thoughts to the iraprovemeDt 
of their revenues, and expe6t more rent, as they have 
lefs homage. The tenant, who is far from perceiv- 
ing that his'' condition is made better in the fame 
proportion a? that of his landlord is made worfe^ 
does not immediately fee why his induftry is to be 
taxed more heavily than before. He refufes to pay 
the demand, and is' ejeded ; the ground is then let to 
a ftranger, who perhaps brings a larger flock, but 
who, taking the land at its full pric«, treats with the 
laird upon equal terms, and cohfiders him not as a 
chief but as a trafficker in land. Thus the eftate 
perhaps is improved, but the clan is broken. 

It fecms to be the general opinion, that the rents 
hav^ been raifed with too much eagernefs. Some 
regard muft be paid to prejudice. Thofe who have 
hitherto paid but little, will not fuddenly be perr 
fuaded to pay muclH though they can afford it. As 
ground is gradually improved, and the value of money 
decreafes, the rent may be raifed without any di- 
minution of the farmer's profits ; yet it is neceffary 
in thefe countries, where the ejeftlon of a tenant is a 
greater evil than in more populous places, to con-- 
lider not merely what the land will produce, but with 
what ability the inhabitant can cultivate it. A cer- 
tain ftocfc can allow but a certain payment; for if the 
land be doubled, and the ftock remains the fame, the 
tenant becomes no richer. The proprietors of the 
Highlands might perhaps often incr^afe their income; 
by fubdividing the farms, and allotting to every oc? 
cupier only fo many acres as he can profitably cmployi 
but that they wapt people. 
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There feems now, whatever be the caufe, to be 
through a great part oi iht Highlands a general difcon-' 
tent. That adherence which was lately profeffed by 
every man to the chief of his name, has now little pre- 
valence ; and he that cannot live as he dffires at home,' 
Kftensto the tale of fortunate iflands,and happy regions, 
where every man may have land of his own, and eat' 
the product of his labour without a fuperior. 

Thofe who have obtained grants of American lands, 
have, as is well known, invited fettlers from all quar-- 
tei-s of the globe; and dmong other places, where 
oppreflion might produce a wilDh for new habitations,' 
their emiflaries would not fail to tiy their perfuafions' 
in the ifles of Scotland^ where at the time when the 
clans were newly difunited from their chiefs, and ex- 
afperated by unprecedented cxaftions, it is no wonder 
V that they prevailed. 

Whether the mifchiefs of emigration were imme- 
diately perceived, may be juftly queftioned. They 
who went firft, were probably fuch as could beft be 
fpared; but the accounts fent by the earlieft ad- 
venturers, whether true or falfe, inclined many to 
follow th^m; and whole neighbourhoods formed 
parties for removal; fo that departure from their 
native country is no longer exile. He that goes 
thus accompanied, carries with him all that makes 
life pleafant. He fits down in a better climate, 
forrounded by his kindred and his friends: they 
carry with them their language, their opinions, their 
popular fongs, and hereditary merriment : they change 
nothing but the place of their abode; and of that* 
change they perceive the benefit, 
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, This is th|5 real effeft of emigration, if thofe that 
go away together fettle on the fapiie fpot, an4 prefervc)^ 
their ancient union. Bqt fome relate that thcie ad- 
venturoiis vifi^^nts of unknown regions, after a voyage 
pafled in drea^is of plenty and felicity, are dirperfe4 
at laft upon a fylvan wildernefs, where their fiiHl^ 
years muft be fpcnt in toil to clear the ground whicl^ 
is afterwards to be tilled, and that the whole effe(3: 
of their undertaking is only naore fatigue and equal 
fcarcity. 

Both accounts may be fufpefted, Thofe who ara 
gone will endeavour by every art to draw Qtbers after 
themjl for as their number^ ^rc greater, they will 
provide better for themfelv^s. W^?n 'Hov^ Scotia 
was firft peopled, I yemembei ^ letter, pubJiihe4 
under the charaSer of a N?w Planter, whq relate4 
how much the climate put him, in ^md of Iia/y^ 
Such intelligence i\^&^cbri4ian5 prob^ibly receive from 
their tranfmariae correfpondents* $ut with ^qyal 
temptations of intereft, and perhaps with np greater 
nicenefs of veracity, the owwrs of th^ iflan^Js. fprea4 
Jp:ories oiAm^a^ hardiliips to k?^p their people con* 
tent at home. 

Some method to flop this epidemick d^fire d^ 
wandering, which fpreads its contagion from valley 
to valley, deferves to be fought with great diligence 
In more fruitful countries, the removal of onc^ 
only makes room for the fucceflion of another ; but 
in the Hebrides ^ the lofs of an inhabitaat leaves a 
lafling vacuity ^ for nobody bora in any otbcr part? 
of the world will clioofe this country for his wfi'- 
dcncei^ and an ifland ox^ce depcjpul^^ will remaia 
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H defert, as long as the prefent facility of travel gives 
every one, who is difcontented and unfettled, tho 
choice of his abode. 

Let it be enquired, whether the firfl: intention of 
tbofe who are fluttering. on the wing, and colleding 
a.flQi:k that they may take th^ir flight, be to attain 
good, or to avoid evil? If they are diflTatisfied with 
that part of the globe which their birth 'has allotted 
theni, and refolve not to live without the pleafures of 
happier climates; if thejr long for bright funs, and 
calrq ikies, and flowery fields^ and fragrant gardens, I 
know npt by what eloquence they can be perfuaded, or 
by what offers tjhey can be hired to flay; 

But if they are driven from their native country by 
pofitive evils, and difgufted by ill-treatraent, real or 
ioiaginary, it were fit to remove their grievances, and 
quiet their refentment ; fince, if they have beenhither-^ 
to undutifui fubjeds, th^y will not much m^nd their 
principles by .^_i^mfj« convgrfatiq^^ i / 
. To allure tBem InFo the army, it was thought 
proper to indulge them in the continuance of theiif 
nation^ drefs. If this conceflion could have any 
cffed, it might eafily-be made. That diflimilitud^ 
qf appearance, wJiich was fuppofed to keep then^ 
difl;i^i(9: from the reft of the nation, might di(inclin§ 
them from coalefcing with the Pemfyhaniarks or, peo- 
ple of ConneSuuL Jf the reftitution c^ their arms 
wiU reconcile them to their country, let them have 
again tbofe weapons, which will not be more mif-t 
chievous at home than in the Colonies. That they 
may not fly from the increafe of rent, I know not 
whether the general good does not require that the 
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landlords be, for a time, reftrained in their demands, and ^ 
kept quiet by penfions proportionate to their lofs. 

To hinder infurredion by driving away the people, 
and to govern peaceably, by having no fubjefts, is 
an expedient that argues no great profundity of poli- 
ticks. To foften the obdurate, to convince the mif- 
' taken, to mollify the refentful, are worthy of a flatef- 
man ; but it aifords a legiflator little felf-applaufe to 
confider, that where there was formerly an infurredion, 
there is now a wildernefs. 
I It has been a queftion often agitated, without fo- 

-''\^^ lution, why thofe northern regions are now fo thinly 
peopled, which formerly overwhelmed with their ar- 
mies the Roman empire ? The queftion fuppofes what 
I believe is not true, that they had once more inhabi- 
tants than they could nuintain, and overflowed only 
becaufe they were full. 

This is to eftimate the manners of all countries 
and ages by our own. Migration, while the ftate 
of life was unfettled, and there was little comniu- 
nieation of intelligence between diftant places, was 
among the wilder nations of Europe capricious and 
cafual. An adventurous proje<9:or heard of a fertile 
coaft unoccupied, and led out a colony ; a chief of 
tenown for bravery, called the young men together, 
and led them out to try what fortune would prefent. 
When C^far was in Gaul^ he found the Helvetians pre- 
paring to go they knew not whither, and put a ftop to 
their motions. They fettled again in their own coun- 
try, where they were fo far from wanting room, that 
they had accumulated three years provifion for then: 
march. 

The 
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The religion of the north was military 5 if they 
could not find enemies, it was their duty to make 
them : they travelled in queft of danger, and wil- 
lingly took the chance of empire or death. If their 
troops were numerous, the countries from which they 
were colledted are of vaft extent, and without much 
exuberance of people great armies may be raifed 
where every man is a foldier. But their true numbers 
were never known. 1 hofe who were conquered by , 
them are their hiftorians, and (hamd may have excited 
them to fay, that they were overwhelmed with multi- 
tudes. To count is a modern practice, the ancient 
method was to guefs ; and when numbers are guefled, 
they are always magnified. 

Thus England has for feveral years been filled with 
the achievements of feventy thoufand Highlanders em- 
ployed in America. I have heard from an EngUJh 
officer, not much inclined to favour them, that their 
behaviour deferved a very high degree of military 
praife; but their number has been much exagge- 
rated, -One of the minifters told me, that feventy 
thoufand men could not have been found in all the 
Highlands^ and that more than twelve thoufand never 
took the field. Thofe that went to the American war, 
went to deftruftion. Of 'the old Highland regiment, 
confifting of twelve hundred, only feventy-fix furvived 
to fee their country again. . 

The Gothick fwarms ha^e at leaft been multiplied 
Vf\i\\ equal liberality. That they bore no great pro* 
portion to the inhabitants in whofe countries they fet- 
tled, is plain from the paucity of northern words now 
^und in the provincial languages. Their country 
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was not deferted for want of room, becaufe it was Co- 
vered with forefts of vaft extent ; and the firft efFeft 
of plentitude of inhabitants is th&deftruftion of wood. 
As the Europeans fpread over America^ the lands arc 
griadually laid naked. 

I would not be underftood to fay, that neceffity 
had never any part in their expeditions. A nation^ 
whofe agriculture is fcanty or unlkilful, may bedriveii 
cut by famine. A nation of hunters inay have cx< 
haufted their game. I only aiBrm that the northern 
regions were not, when their irruptions futfdued the 
Romans, overpeopled with regard to their real extent 
of territory, and power of fertility, Jn a, country 
fully inhabited, however afterward laid wafte, evident 
marks will remain of its farmer populoufnefs. But 
of Scandinavia and Germany , nothing is known but lha| 
as we trace their ftate upwards into antiquity, their 
woo^ were greater, and their cultiy^t^d gro,un4 
was lefst 

That caufes very different from want of room inay 
produce a general difpofition to feek another country, 
is apparent from the prefiwit conduct of the ffigi-^. 
hinders^ who are in fome places ready to threaten 4 
total feceffion. The numbers which have already 
gone, though like other numbers they may be mag-< 
nified> are very great, and fuch as if they had gone to- 
gether and agreed upon any certain fettlement, might 
have "founded an independent government in the 
depths of the weftern continent, Nor are they only 
the lowcft and moft indigent ; many men of confidcr- 
able wealth have taken with them their train, of la- 
bourers and dependants; and if they continue the 
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feudal fcheme of polity, may cftablifti new clans in the 
other hcmtfphere. 

That the immediate motives of their defertion muft 
be imputed to their landlords, may be reafonably con- 
cluded, becaufe fome lairds of more prudence and lefs 
rapacity have kept their vaffals undiminifhed. From 
Raafay only one man had been feduced, and at Coi 
there was no wi(h to go away. 

The traveller who comes hither from more opu- 
lent countries, to fpeculate upon the remains of pafto- 
ral life, will not much wonder that a common High- 
lander has no ftroftg adherence to his native foil ; for 
of animal enjoyments, or of phyfical good, he leaves 
nothing that he may not find again wherefoever her 
may be thrown. 

The habitations of men in the Hebrides may be 
diftinguiftied into huts and houfes. By a houfej I mean: 
a building with one ftory over another; by a hutj a 
dwelling with only one floor. The laird, who formerly 
lived in a caftle, how lives in a houfe; fometinies 
fufficiently neat, but feldom very fpacious or fplendid. 
The tackfmen and the minifters have? commonly 
houfes. Wherever there is a houfe, the fbranger finds 
^ welcome, and to the other evils of exterminating 
tackfmen may be added the unavoidable ceflation of 
hcifpitality, or the devolution of too heavy a burden on 
the minifters. 

Of the houfes little can be faid. They are (hjall, 
and by the neceflity of accumulating ftores, where 
there are fo few opportunities of purchafe, the rooms 
are very heterogencoufly filled. With want of dean-* 
lipefs it were ingratitude to reproach them. The 
l^rvants having been bred upon tiie naked earth, think 
/ ' every 
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every floor dean, and the quick fucccffioi;i of guerts^ 
perhaps not always over-elegant, does not allow much 
time for iadjufting their apartments. 

Huts are of many gradations -, from murky dens to 
commodious dweUings, 

The wall of a common hut is always built without 
iportar, by a ikilful adaptation of loofe ftones. Some* 
times perhaps a double wall of ftones is raifed, and 
the intermediate fpace filled with earth. The air is 
thus completely excluded* Some walls are, I think, 
formed of turfs, held together by a wattle, or texture 
of twigs. Of the meaneft huts the firft room is 
lighted by the entrance, and the fecond by the finoke- 
hole. The fire is ufually made in the middle. But 
there are huts, or dwellings of only one ftory, inha- 
bited by gentlemen, which have walls cemented with 
mortar, glafs windows, and boarded floors. Of thefc 
all have chimneys, and fome chimneys have grates. 

The houfe and the furniture are not always nicely 
fuited* We were driven once, by mifling a paflTagc, to 
the hut of a gentleman, where, after a very liberal 
fupper, when I was conduced to my chamber, I found 
an elegant bed o{ Indian cotton, fpread with fine flieets. 
The acommodation was flattering; I undreflTcd my- 
fejf, and felt my feet in the mire. The bed ftood 
upon the bare earth, which a long courfe of rain had 
foftefied to a puddle. 

Ii^paftoral countries the condition of the lowed- 
rank of people is fufficiently wretched. Among ma* 
nufadurers, men that have no property may have art 
^d induftry, which make them neceflary, and there- 
fore valuable. But where flocks and corn are tbo 
only wealth, there are always more hands than work^ 
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and of that work there is little in which fkill and dex- 
terity can be much diftinguifhed. He therefore who 
is born poor never can be rich. The fon merely oc- 
cupies the place of the father, and life knows nothing 
of prc^reffion or advancement. 

The petty tenants, and labouring pcafants, live in 
miferable cabins, which afford them little more than 
Ihelter ftom the fti^ms. The boor of Norway is faid 
to make all his own utenfils. In the Hebrides, what- 
ever might be their ingenuity, the want of wood leaves 
them no materials. They are probably content witk 
fuch accommodations as ftones of different forois and 
lizes can afford them. 

Their food is not better than their lodging. They 
feldom taftd the flefh of land -animals; for here are no 
markets. What each man eats is from his own ftock. 
The great effect of money is to break property into 
fmall parts. In towns, he that has a fhilling may have 
a piece of meat ; but where there is no commerce, no 
man can eat mutton but by killing a (heep. 

Fifh in fair weather they need not want 5 but, I 
believe, man never lives long on fifh, but by conftrainti^ 
he will rather feed upon roots and berries. • u ) tr 

The only fewel of the iflands is peat. Their wood 
is all confumed, and coal they have not yet found. ' 
Peat is dug out of the marfties, from the depth 
of one foot to that of fix. That is accounted the beft 
.which is nearefl the furface. It appears to be a tfia(s 
of black earth held together by vegetable fibres, J 
know not whether the earth be bituminous, or whether 
the fibres be not the only combuftible part } which, by 
. heating 





:-\ 


■ } 




n^..:. 


1 'V 






^ 



) ,DigitizedbyCjpQQlC ' '^ 



33« A JOUkNEY TO Ttit 

heating: the interpofed earth red-hot, make a burning 
mafs; • The heat is not very ftrong nor lading. The 
tifhes are yellowifli, and in a large quantity. When 
they .dig peat, they cut it into fquare pieces, and pite 
it up to dry befide the houfe. In fome places it has 
an offenfive fmell. It is like wood cbarked for the 
fmtith. The common method of making peat fires ?s 
by heaping it on the hearth ; but it burns well it 
gmtes, and in the beft houfes is fo ufed. 

The common opinion is, that peat grows again 
where it has been cut j whichj as it feems to be chiefly 
% vegetable fubftance, is not unlikely to be true, 
whether known or not to thofe who relate it. 

There are water-mills in Sky and Raafay; but 
where they are too far diftant, the houfewires grind 
their oats with a quern, or hand-mill, which confifts 
ef two ftones, about a foot and a lyalf in diameter; 
the lower is a little convex, to which the concavity of 
the upper muft be fitted. In the middle of the up- 
per (lone is a round hole^ and on one fidd is k long 
handle. The grinder flieds the corn gradually into 
the hole with one hand, and works the handle round 
with the otbei*. The corn Aides down the convexity 
of the lo^'er ftone, and by the motion of the upper is 
ground in its paflfage. Thefe ftones ttt fbtmrf in 
L&chahari 

The Iflartds afford few pleafuT'es^, t±tdpt fo-,tht 
iiaflf fpoftfnran,. ^kh6 can tread the moof and clinA 
the -mountain. The diftance of o^e fefiiilf fttnA 
another, in a country where travelling hds fo ttmdi 
cfiffietilty, makes fbquent intercourfe impfafticabW. 
; - z Vifitf 
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Vifits lad fcv^rd days, and are commonly paid bjr 
Water ; yet I never faw a boat furnilhed with bcnchea, 
or made commodious by any addition to the firft fa« 
brick. Conveniences are not mifled where they never 
were enjoyed. 

The ibiace which the bagpipe can give, they have 
iong enjoyed ; but among other changes, which the 
lafl: revolution introduced, the ufe of the bagpipe be* 
^ns to be forgotten. Some of the chief families ftill 
cnteitain a piper, whofe office was anciently heredi^ 
tary. Macrimnm was piper to Mackod^ and Rankin 
to Maclean of Col. , 

The tunes of the bagpipe are tradttion^d. There 
iia3 been in ^ky^ beyond all time of memory, a college 
of pipers, under the direftion of MacrimmoHy which is 
not quite extind. There was another in MuUy fuper^ 
iatended by Rankin, which expired about fixteen years 
ago. To thefe colleges, while the pap^ retained its 
honour, the ftudents of mufick repaired for education* 
J have had my dinner exhilarated by the bagpipe, at 
ArmidalCyZt JDunvfgmty Bxni'in Col. 

The general converfation of the iflanders has no* 
thing particular, i did not meet with the inquiiitive* 
Jiefs of which I have read, and fufped the judgment 
to have been ralhly made. A ftranger of curioiity 
comes into a place where a ftranger is ^feldom feen : 
he importunes the people with queftions, of which 
they cannot guefs the motive, and gazes with fiir* 
pnic on things which they, having had them always 
before their eyes, do not fufpeA of any thing won* 
derful. He appears to them like fome being of 
.another world, and then thinks it peculiar that thejr 
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take tbeir tum^ to inquire whence he comes, and wl^^ 
.thcr he is going. . ' 

The iilands were long unfutnilhed with inftruAioii 
'kr yoythy and none but the fom of gentlemen could 
have any literature. There are now paroclnai fchoob^ 
to which the lord of every manor pays a certain 
ilipend« Here the chik^en are taught to rcad| 
hsat by the rule of their inftitutibn, they teach only 
'MngU/kf fo that the natives read a lai^uage which they 
may never ufe or underiland. If a parifh, which 
often hap^)Qiis, contains (^veral iflands, the fohool 
being but in one, cannot af&fl; the reft# This is the 
ftate of Cd^/, which, however, is more enlightened 
than fome other places^ ; for the deficiency is fupplieA 
by a young gentleman, tirfbo, for his own itaprove^ 
meat, travels every year on foot over the Highlaneh 
to the feffion at Aberdeen ^ and at his return, during 
the vacation, teadies to read and write in his native 
ifiand. 

In 5;^ there ar? two grammar-fchools, where boards 
ers are taken to be regularly educated. Tlie prict 
fA board is from three pounds, to four pounds ten 
(hillings a year, and that of inftruAion is half a crowA 
a quarter. But the fcholars are birds of paflage, whe 
live at fchool only in the fummer ; for in winter pro* 
vifions cannpt be made for any confiderable nun>ber 
in one place. This periodical difperfion imprcflfe^^ 
ftrongly the fcarcity of thefe countries. 

Having heard of no boardmg-fchool few ladio 

nearer than ///i/^;^, I fuppofe their education is 

generally domeftick. The elder daughters of the 

higher families are fent into the world, and may co»- 
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tnbute by tlieir acquifitions to the Improvement of 
the reft. 

"Wbmen muft here ftudy to be either pleafing of 
ureful. Their deficiencies are feldom fupplied by very 
liberal fortunes. A hundred pounds is a portion be- 
yond the hope of any but the laird's daughter. They 
do not indeed often give money with their daughters ; 
the queftion is, How many cows a young lady wilf 
bring her hufband ? A rich maiden has from ten to 
forty ; but two cows are a decent fortune for one who 
pretends to no diftindion. 

The religion of the iflands is that of the kirk of 
Scotland. The gentlemen with whom I converfed 
are all inclined to the Englijk liturgy j but they are 
obliged to maintain the eftablilhed minifter, and 
the country is too poor to afford payment to another^ 
who niuft live wholly on the contribution of his au- 
dience. 

They therefore all attend the worlhip of the kirk, 
as often as a vifit from their minifter, or the pradlica- 
feility of travelling, gives them opportunity ; nor hav6 
they any reafon to complain of inftifficient paftors ; for 
I faw riot one in the iflands, whom ^I had reafon t6 
think either deficient in learning, or irregular in life j 
but found feveral with whom I could not converfe 
without Avifbing, as my rqfpeft increafed, that they had 
not been preft>yterians. 

The ancient rigour of puritanifm is now very 
.much relaxed, though all are not yet equally enlight- 
ened. I fometimes met with prejudices fufficiently 
malignant, but they were prejudices of ignorance. 
The minifteft in the iflands had attained fuch know- 
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Jcdgc as may juftly be admired in mcn» who have na, 
motive to ftudy, but generous curiofity^ or what is 
flill better, defire of ufefiilnefs ; with fuch politenefe 
as Co narrow a circle of converfe could not have. 
fupplied, but to minds naturally difpofed to ele- 
gance. 

Reafon and truth will prevail at lafL The mod; 
learned of the S^oUi/k do&on would now gladly admit 
a form of prayer, if the people would endure it. The 
zeal or rage of congr^tions has its different degrees. 
In fome pariflies the Lord's Prayer b fuffered: in 
others it is ftiUrejefted as a form ; and he that (hould 
make it part of his fupplication would be fufpedted of 
heretical pavity. 

The principle upon which extemporary prayer was 
originally introduced, is no longer admitted* The 
minifter formerly, in the effufion of his prayer, exped- 
ed immediate, and perhaps perceptible infpiration, and 
therefore thought it his duty not to think before what 
he (hould fay. It is now univerfally confeffed, that 
men fny as they fpeak on other occafions, according 
to the general mcafure of their abilities and attain? 
ments. Whatever each may think of a form pre- 
fcribed by another, he cannot but believe that he can 
himfelf compofe by ftudy and meditation a better 
prayer than will rife in hb mind at a fudden call ; and 
if be has any hope of fupematural help, why wzj 
he not as well receive it when he writes as when he 
ipeaks ? 

In the variety of mental powers, fome muft pern 
form extemporary prayer with much imperfedion; 
And in the eagemefs and ralhneis of contradidory 
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opinions, if public liturgy be left to the private Judg- 
ment of every minifter, the congregation may often be 
offended or milled • 

'■ There is. in Scotland^ as among our(clves> a reftlefs 
fufpicioaof popifli machinations, and a clamour of -nu- 
merous converts to the Romifh religion. The report 
is, I believe, in both parts of the iiland equally falfe. 
The Romi(h religion is profefied only in Egg add 
Cannay two fmall illands, into which-thc-teformation 
never made its way. If any mifSonaries are bufy in 
the HighiandSi their zeal entitles them to refpeft, even 
from thofe who cannot think favourably of their doc^ 
trine. 

The political tenets of the iflanders I was not curi- 
ous to inveftigate, and they were not eager to obtrude. 
Their converfation is decent ^ and i^noi&nfive. They 
difdain to drink for their principles, and th^re is no 
tlifaffedion at their tabled. I never heard a health 
offered by a Highlander that might not have circulated 
with profHriety within the precinfts oS the king's 
palace. 

Legal govemn^nt has yet (bmething of novelty 
to which they cannot pofedly conform. The an« 
cieat fpirit that appealed only to the fword, is yet 
among them. The tenant of Sc4lpa^ an iflarid be* 
longing to Macdonaldy took no care to bring his 
rent; when the landlord talked of exading payf 
ment, be declared his refblution to keep his ground 
and drive all intruders from the iiland, and con- 
tinued to feed his cattle as on his own land, till it 
l^ecame neceflary for the fheriff to^liflodgQ .him by 
videncet 
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The various kinds of fuperftkion which, prevailed, 
here, as in all other regions of ignorance, are by the 
diligence of the minifters almoft extirpated. 

Of Br6wit/i^ mentioned by 'Martin^ nothing has 
been ^eard for many years, Browi^ was a fturdy 
£ury \ who; if he was fed, and kindly tmatisd, wjould, 
as they faid, do a gitat deal of work, Th^ now 
pay him no w^^, and are content to labour for them- 
lelves. , 

In troda^ within thefe three-and-thirty years, milfc 
was put every Saturday for Greogatch^ or the Old Mait 
with tie Long Beard* Whether GreegacA w^ court^t 
as kind, or dreaded as terrible, whether they meant, hf 
giving Kim the milk, to Obtain good or aVcrt evil, I 
was not informed. The mihifter is now living by 
wHom the praAice was aboliO^ed, 

They have.ftiU among; them a great number o£ 
charms for the cure of different difcafes j they are all 
invocations, perhaps tranfmitted to them from. the 
times of popery, which increafing knowledge wiU brii^ 
into difufc* 

They have opbions, which cannot be ranked with 
fuperftition, becaufe they regard only natural efieds* 
They ejcped better crops of grain, by fowing their feed 
in the moon'« incrcafe. The moon has great influ-r 
ence in vulgar philofophy, Jn my mem^ it was a 
precept annually given in oiie of the Er^&Jk almanacks^ 
/p kill hogs when the mom was increajit^^ and th^ kaam 
would prwe the better irt hailing. 
' We (houW have had little daim to the praife (£ 
CBriofity^ if we had not endeavoured with particu- 
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lar attention to examine the queftion of tl^e iSemfd^^ 
i^il* Of an opinion received for centuries by a,^ 
whole nation, andfuppofed to. be confiimejd^ through ^ 
its whole rdefcent by a feries of fucceflive fafts^ itris 
definable tteit the truth (hould be eftabli(hed> or^tha^ 
^allajcy deteded. '• ; > 

The Second Sight is an impreffion made either by the 
mind apon the eye, or by the eye upon the mind,.. by, 
which things diftant or future arc perceived, and. k^n 
as if they were prefent. A man on a journey far from, 
tipmi falls from his horfe^ another, who is perhaps at. 
work about the houfe, fees him bleeding on the 
ground, commonly with a landfcape of the place 
where the accident befeUs him, Anodier (eer, driving 
hqnie his cattle, or wandering in idlenefs, or mufing 
in the funfhine, is fuddenly furprifed by the appear- 
ance x)f a bridal ceremony, or funeral proceffion, and 
(fotmts the mourners or attendants, of whon^, if he 
tnows them, he relates the names, if he knows theni 
jK>t, he candefcribe the dreffe$. Things diftant are 
feen at the inftant when they happen. Of things fu- 
ture I know not th^t there is any rul^ for determining^ 
|he time between the fight and the event. - 
, Thi$ receptive faculty, for power it cannot- be called, 
is neither voluntary nor conftant. The appearance^ 
have na^epeiuience upon choice: they, cannot be fumr 
^oned, detained, or recalled. The impreffion is fudx 
tJen, and. the elfedt often painful. 
. 8/ the term Second; Sigif {(perns to be me^t a mode 
of feeing, fuperadded to that ^yhich nature generally 
beftows^ In the Ear/e it is cajled %0ifch\ which 
^gnifks likewife.^ fppftre, or a yifion, \ know not^ 
\. : 2 4 nor 
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nor is it likdy that the Highlanders ever examined, 
whether by Taifch^ ufed for Sectmd Sights they meas 
the power of feeing, or the thing feen. 

I do not find it to jbe true, as it is reported, that to 
the Secimd Sight nothing is prefented but phantoms of 
cviL Good feems tp have the fame proportion in 
thofe vifionary fcenes, ^ it obtains in real life : almoft 
all remaricable eventHmve evil for their bafis; and are 
either miferies incurred, or miferies efo^d. Our 
fbnfe is fo much flronger of what we fuller, than of 
what we enjoy, that the ideas of pain predominate in 
dmoft every mind. What is recoUedtion but a revival 
of vexations, or hiftory but a record of wars, treafbns^ 
and calamities ? Death, which is confidered as the 
greateft evil, happens to all. The greateft good, be 
it what it will, is the lot but of a part. 

That they (hould often fee death is to be expeded % 
becaufe death is an event frequent and important. But 
they fee likewife more pleafing incidents. A gentle- 
man told me, that when he had once gone far from his 
own ifland, one of his labouring fervants predided 
hts return, and defcribed the livery of his attendant; 
which he had never worn at home ; and which had 
been, without any previous defign, occaftonally given 
him. 

Our defire of information was keen, and our in* 
quiry frequent. Mr. BofwelFs franknefs and gaiety 
made every body communicative j and we heard 
many tales of thefe airy (Bows, with mcMre or lefs evi- 
dence and diftindnefs. 

It is the common talk of the Lowland Scots^ that 
thenptionof the Second Sight is wearing away with 
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6ther fuperftitions i and that its reality is no longer 
foppofed, but by the groffeft people. How far its 
prevalence ever extended, or what ground it has loft, 
I know not. The iflanders of all degrees, whether of 
tank or underftanding, univerfally admit it, except 
the minifters, who univerfally deny it, and are fuC- 
pe(fted to deny it, in confequence of a fyftem, againft 
convidion. One of them honeftly told me, that he 
came to Sky with a rcfolution not to believe it. 

Strong reafons for incredulity will readily occur. 
This faculty of feeing things out of fight is local, 
and commonly ufelefs. It is a breach of the com- 
mon order of things, without any vifible reafon or 
perceptible benefit. It is afcribed only to a peo- 
ple very little enlightened} and among them, for the 
mpft part, to the mean and ignorant. 

To the confidence of thefe objedions it may be 
replied, that by prefuming to determine what is fit, 
and what is beneficial, they prefuppofe more know- 
ledge of the liniverfal fyftem than man has attained ^ 
and therefore depend upon principles too compli- 
cated and cxtenfivc for our comprehenfion ; and 
that there can be no fecurity in the confequence, 
when the premifes are not underftood; that the 
Second Sight is only wonderful becaufe it is rare, for, 
confidered in itfclf, it involves no more difficulty 
than dreams, or perhaps than the regular cxercife 
of the cogitative faculty ; that a general opinion of 
communicative impulfes, or vifionary reprefenta- 
tions, has prevailed in all ages and all nations; 
that particular inftances have been given, with fucTi 
evidence as neither Bacon nor BayU has been able to 
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refift ; that fadden impreffions, which the^-Qyc»t has 
verified, hare been felt by more than own^or i>ublilli 
them ; that the Second Sight of the Hebrides implies 
only the local frequency of a power which is no whor^ 
totally unknown ; and that where we are unable to 
decide by antecedent reafon, wc muft be content tq 
yield to the forqe of tcftimony, 
. By pretenfion to Second Sights no profit was c\te^ 
fought or gained. It is an involuntary affeAion, ii) 
which neither hope nor fear are known to have any 
part, Thofc who pfofefs to feel it do not boaft of it 
BS a privil^e, nor are confidered by others <^ advan- 
tageoufly drftinguiflied* They have no temptation to 
feign ; and their hearers have no motive to encourage 
the impofture. 

To talk with any of thefe feers is not eafy. Ther? 
is one living in Shfy with whom we would have gladly 
converfed; but he was very grofs and ignorant, and 
knew no Englifh. The proportion in thefe countries 
of the poor to the rich is fucb, that if we fuppofe the 
quality to be accidental, it can very rarely happen to^ 
man of education; and yet on fuch men it has fome; 
times fallen. There is now a fecond fighted gentler 
man in the Highlands j who complains of th^ terrors tQ 
which he is expofed. 

The forefight of the feers \% not always prefci- 
tnce : they are impreffed with images, of which the 
event only (hews them the meaning. They tell wliat 
they have feen to others, who ar? at that time not 
more knowing than themfelves, but may become at 
^ft very adequate witneffes, by con]\paring the namu- 
tive with its verification. 

6 * To 
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To <X)lIcd fnfficient teftUnonies fof the fatis&c*. 
tion <rf tte publickj or of ourfdves, would have rc-^ 
q^ircd more time than we could bpfl;pw. Thero^ 
i% againft it, the feeming analogy of tl;^);^ conn 
fpfedly fcen, and little underftoodi and for it, thai 
indiftinft ciy^ of national perfuafion, which may be 
perhaps refolved at laft into prejudice and tradir 
t»pn, I never could advance my curiofity to con- 
w5tioo J but cap^ away at laft only willing to be* 

. As there fubfifts no longer in the iilands n?uch of 
l^hat peculiar and difcriminative form of life, of which 
the idea had delighted our ipiagination, we were wiU 
}ii^ to WAm to fuch ao^ounts of paft times as would 
be given us. But we foon found what memorials 
were to. be oxpei^ted from an illiterate people, whofe 
^hole time is a feries of diftrels ; where cvary morn-, 
ing is labouring with expedients for the evening ; and 
Wberet all mental pains or pleafurci arofe from the 
dread of winter, the expedation of ipri^n^ the ca^ 
prices of their chiefs, and the motions of the neigh- 
bouring djin; } wh^re there was neither ihame from 
ignorance,. nor pride in knowledge; heitfaer curiofity 
to inqviirc, nor vanity to communicate* 

The chiefs indeed were eflcempt from urgent pe*- 
nury and daily diiHculties; and in their houfes were 
jH'eferved what accounts remained of paft ages. But 
the chiefs were fometimes ignorant and carelefs, and 
fom^times kqpt bufy by. turbulence and conten* 
tion J and one generation of ignorance effaces the 
.whole ferie^ of unwritten hiftory. Books are faith- 
ful repQj5tor;if 5j^ which m^y be a while neglefted 



Digitized by 



Google 



34« A JOURNET TO THfi 

or fergottcn J but when they are q)ened again, will 
^1n impart their inftruftion : memory, once inter^ 
rupted, is not to be recalled. Written learning is a 
fixed luminary, which, after the cloud that had hidden 
it has pad away, is agsun bright in its proper ftationr 
Tradition is but a meteor, which, if once it Ms, can* 
not be rekindled. 

It feems to be univerfally fuK>ofed, that much of 
the local hiftory was prefenwl by the bards, of whom 
one is faid to have been retained by every great fe- 
mily* After thefe bards were fome of my firft in- 
quiries ; and I received fuch anfwers as, for a while, 
made me pleafe myfelf with my increafe of know- 
ledge ; for I had not then learned how to eftLoiate the 
narration of a Highlander^ 

They faid that a great £unily had a ^arJ and a 
fenachiy who were the poet and hiftoriaa of the houiei 
and an old gentleman told me that he remembered 
one of each. Here was a dawn of intelligence. Of 
men that had lived within memory, fome certain 
knowledge might be attuned. Though the office 
had ceafed, its effi^ds might continue i the poems 
might be found, though there was no poet. 

Another converfation indeed informed me, that 
the lame man was both bard and (enachi. This 
Tariation dtfcouraged me ; but as the pra&ice mi^t 
be different in different times, or at the fame time 
in different families, there was yet no reafon for fup- 
pofing that I muft necef&rily fit down in total 
ignorance. 

Soon after I was told by a gentleman who ii 
generally acknowledged the greateft mafter of He^ 
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ifUian antiquities^ that there had indeed once been 
both bards and fenachies ; and that Jemchi fignified 
the man of talk^ or of converfation j but that neither 
bard nor fenachi had exiiled for kvM centuries, t 
^ave no reafon to fuppofe it exaftly known at what- 
time the cuilom ceafed, nor did it probably ceafe ia 
all houies at once. But whenever the pradice of 
lecitation was difufed^ the works, whether poetical 
or biftoricaly periflied with the authors ; for in thofe 
times nothing had been written in the Earfe lan* 
guage. 

Whether the man of talk was an hiftorian, whofe of* 
fice was to tell truth, or a ftory-teller, like thofe which 
were in the lad century, and perhaps are now among 
the Irijh^ whofe trade was only to amufe, it now would 
be vain to inquire. 

Moft of the domeftick offices were, I believe, here- 
ditary $ and probably the laureat of a clan was al* 
ways the fon of the lad laureat. The hiftory of the 
race could nootherwife be communicated or retained i 
but what |;enius could be expeded in a poet by in* 
^eritance? 

The nation was wholly illiterate. Neither bards 
nor fenachies could write or read ; but if they were 
ignorant, there was no danger of deteftion ; they were 
believed by thofe whofe vanity they flattered. 

The recital of genealogies, which has been con* 
fidered as very efficacious to the prefervation of a true 
ferics of anceftry, was anciently made when the heir 
of the family came to manly age. This praftice has 
jicvcr fubfifted within time of memory, nor was 
much credit due to fuch rehearfers, who might ob- 
trude 
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tnide fiftitious pedigrees, either to plcafe^ their mat* 
ters, Gt to hide the deficiency of their own mew 
inorics. ' ' ' . 

Where th6 chielfe oF the Highlands have found the 
hiftories of their defceht is difficult to tell; for na 
Sarfe genealogy was ever written. In generd-thisr 
only is .evident, that the principal houfe of a clan* 
muft be very ancient, and that thofe muft have lived 
long in a place, of whom it is not known when they* 
came thither. * 

Thus hopelefs are all attempts to find any traces (4 
Bighland learning. Nor are their primitive cuftoms 
and ancient manner of life otherwife than very faintly 
and uncertainly remembered by the prefent race. 

The peculiarities which ftrike the native of a com- 
mercial country, proceeded in a great meafure from 
the want of money. To the fervants and depend- 
ants that were not domefticks, and, if an eftimate be 
made from the capacity of any of their old houfes 
which I have feen, their domefticks could have been 
but few, were appropriated certain portions of land 
for their fupport. Macdonald has a piece of ground 
yet, called the Bards or Senachies field. When a 
beef was killed fbr the houfe, particular parts were 
claimed as fees by the feveral officers, or workmen. 
What Was the right of each I havd not learned. The 
head belonged to the fmith, and the udder of a cow 
to the piper ; the weaver had likewife his particular 
part; ?ind fo many pieces followed thefe prefcriptivc 
claims, that the laird*s was at laft but little. 

The payment of rent in kind has been fo long 
difufed mEn^/andi that it is totally fbi^gottcn. It ms 
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praftifed very latdy in *thc Hebrides^ ahd probably 
RiU continues, not only at St. Kilda^ where money rt 
not yet known, but in others of the fmaller and re«* 
inoter tflands. It wire perhaps to be defired, that no 
<ihang6 iii this particular ihotild have been made. 
When the laird could only eat the produce of his 
lands, he was under the neceflity of redding upon 
them ; and when the tenant could not convert his 
ftock into more portable riches, he could never be 
tempted away from his farm, front the only placfe 
where he could be wealthy. Money donfourids fub- 
ordination, by overpowering the diftinftions of rank 
and birth, and weakens authority, by fupplying power 
of * refittance, or expedients for efcape. The feudal 
fyftem is formed for a nation employed in ^iculture, 
and has never long kept its hold where gold and filver 
have become common. 

Their arms were anciently the Gldymore^ or great 
two-handed fword, and afterwards the two-edged 
iword and target, or buckler^ which was fuftained on 
the left arm. In the tnidft of the target, which was 
made of wood, covered with leather, and ftudded with 
bails, a flender lance, about two feet long, was fome- 
times fixed j it was heavy and cumberous, and ac* 
Gordingly has for fome time paft been gradually laid 
afide. Very few targets-were at Culloden^ The dirk, 
or broad dagger, I am afraid, was of more ufe in pri* 
vate quarrels than in battles. The Loekaber ax is only 
a flight alteration of the old Englijk bilL 

After ail that ha3 been faid of the force and ter- 

rour of the Higihnd {word, I could not find that the 

art of defence was any part of common education; 
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The gentlemen were perhaps fometimes iktlful gU^ 
diators, but the common men had no other powers 
than thofe of violence and courage. Yet it is well 
known, that the onfet 'of the Highlanders was very 
formidable. As an army cannot coniift of philofb- 
phers, a panick is eaiily excited by any unwonted 
mode of annoyance. New dangers are naturally mag- 
nified i and men accuflomed only to exchange bullets 
at adiftance, and rather to hear their enemies than fee 
them, are difcouraged and amazed when they find 
themfelves encountered hand to hand, aiKl catch the 
gleam of fteel flafhing in their £eices^ 

The HigAIand weapons gave opportunity for many 
exertions of perfonal courage, and fometimes for An- 
gle combats in the field ; like thofe which occur 
fo firequently in fabulous wars. At Falkirk^ a gen- 
tleman now living, was, I fuppofe after the, reticat of 
the king*s troops, engaged at a diflance from the reft 
with an Iriji dragoon. They were both Ikilfut 
fwordfmen, and the conteft was not eafily decided : 
the dragoon at la(i had the advantage, and the £%-!- 
lander called for quarter; but quarter was refufed 
him, and the fight continued till he was reduced to 
defend himfelf upon his knee. At that inftant one of 
the Macleods came to his refcue ; whoi. as It is (aid, of- 
fered quarter to the dragoon, but be thought himfelf 
ol^liged to rejeA what, he had before refufed, and, as 
battle gives little time to deUperate, was immediately 
killed. . , 

Funerals were formerly folemnized by calling 
multitudes together, and entertaining them at a great 
cxpenfe. This emulation of ufekfe coft has been 
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for fome time difcouraged, and at laft in t^e ifle of Sl^ 
is almoll fupprefled. 

OfthtEar/e language, as I underftand nothing, I 
cannot fay more than I have been told. It is the rudd 
fpecch of e barbarous people, who had few thoughts to! 
exprefs, and were content, as they conceived grofslyJ 
to be grofsly underftood. After what has been lately j 
talked of Highland bards, jaud Highland genius, many 1 
will ftartle when they are told, that the jEjr/^ never was 1 
a written language j that there is not in the world an 1 
^arfe mamifcript a hundred years old ; and that the 1 
founds of tbe Highlanders werenever expreffed by let- 'j 
ters, tin fome little books of piety were tranflated, and : 
a metrical vcrfion of tlie PJalms was made by the fy- 
nod oi Argyle. Whoever therefore now writes in this 
language, fpdls according to his own perception of the 
found, and his own idea of the power, of the letters. 
The Wdfh and t\it IriJJi are cultivated tongues. The 
WelJIty two hundred years ago, infuItedL their 'Englijk 
neighbours for the iniiability of their ortliography j 
jvhile the Earfe merciy floated in the breath of the peo- 
pie, and could therefore receive little improvement. 

When a language begins to teem with books, it is 
tending to refinement ; as thofe who undertake to 
teach others muft have undergone fome labour iii 
improving themfelves, they fet a proportionate value 
on their own thoughts, and m%i to enforce them by 
efficacious ^xprcffions ; •fpeech becomes embodied and 
permanent; cUflferent modes and phrafes are com* 
pared, and the bcft obtains an eftabiifliment. By de- 
grees, one age improves upon another* Exaftnefs it 
Vol. VIII, A a firft 
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I firft obtained^ and afterwards elegance. But di6Vion, 
>1 merely vocal, is always in its childhood. As no man 
\ leaves his eloquence behind him, the new generations 
\. have all to learn. There may poffibly be books with- 
out a polifhed language, but there can be no poliflied 
language without books. 

That the bards could not read more than the reft 
of their countrymen, it is reafonable to fuppofe ; be- 
caufe, if they had read, they could probably have writ- 
ten ; and how high their compofiiions may reafonably 
be rated, an enquirer may beft judge by confidering 
what ftores of imagery, what principles of ratiocination, 
what comprehenfion of knowledge, and what delicacy 
of elocution he has known any man attain who cannot 
read. The ftate of the bards was yet more hopelefs: 
He that cannot read, may now converfe withthofe that 
can ; but the bard was a barbarian among barbarians, 
who, knowing nothing himfelf, lived with others that 
knew no more. 

There has lately been in the iflands one of thefc 
illiterate poets, who hearing the Bible read at church,^ 
is faid to have turned the facred hiftory into verfe. I 
heard part of a dialogue, compofed by him, tranflat- 
ed by a young lady in Mu/i^ and thought it had more 
meaning than I expefted from a man totally uneducat- 
ed ; but he had fome opportunities of knowledge; he 
lived among a learned people. After all that has beca 
done for the inftruftion of the Highlandisrsy the antipa* 
thy between their language and literature ftill conti- 
nues ; and no nun that has learned only Earfe is, at 
this time, able to read. 

The 
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' The Ear/eh2is many dialedts, and the words ufcd in 
fome iflands are not always known in others. In lite- 
rate nations, though the pronunciation, and fometimes 
the words of common fpeech, may differ, as now in 
Eng/andf compared with the fouth o( ScotlanJ^ytt there 
is a written diftion, which pervades all dialedts, and 
^is underftood in every province. But where the whole 
language is colloqiiiaU he that has only one part, never 
gets the reft, a^ he cannot get it but by change of re* 
fidence. 

In an unwritten fpeech, nothing that is not very 
fliort is tranfmitted from one generation to another. 
Few have opportunities of hearing a long compofition 
often enough to learn it> or have inclination to repeat 
it fo often as is neceffary to retain it ; and what is 
once forgotten is loft for ever. I believe there can- 
not be recovered in the whole Earfe language, five 
hundred lines of which there is any evidence to prove 
them a hundred years old. Yet I hear that the father of 
Cj^an boaft^ of two chefts more of ancient poetry, which 
he fupprcfles, becaufe they are too good for the Englijh. 

He that goes into the Highlands with a mind na- 
turally acquiefcent, and a credulity e^ger for wonder?, 
may come back with an opinion very different from 
mine ; for the inhabitants, knowing the ignorance of 
all ftrangers in their langu^e and antiquities, perhaps 
are not very fcrupulous adherents to truth ; yet I do 
not fay that they ddiberately fpeak ftudied falfehood, 
or have a fettled purpofe to deceive. They have en- 
quired and confidcred little, and do not always feel 
their own ignorance. They ai>4iot,much accuftomed 
to be interrogated by others : and feem nev^er to have 
A a 2 thought 
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thought upon interrogating themfelves ; fo that if tftcy 
do not know what they tell to be true, they likewifc do 
hot diftinftly perceive it to be fiilfe, 

Mr. Bofivell was very diligent in his enquiries ; and 
the refult of his inveftigations was, that the aafwer to 
the fecond queftion was commonly fuch as nullified 
the anfwer to the firft. 

We were a while told, that they had an old tranfla* 
tion of the fcriptures ; and told it till it would appear 
obftinaqy to enquire again. Yet by continued accu* 
mulatioh of queftions we found, that the trairflation 
meant, if any meaning there were, was nothing eUe 
than the Irijk Bible* 

W6 heard of ftianufcripis that were, or that bad 
been, in the hands of fomebody's fSther, or grand* 
father ; but at laft we had no reafon to believe they 
were other than Iri^. Marim mentions irifi^ but 
never any Earfe manufcripts, to be fotmd in the iflands 
in his time. 

I fuppofe my opinion of the poems of Offtm is 
already difcovered. I believe they never exifted in 
any other form than that which we have feen. The 
ieditor, or author, never could ibew the original ; nor 
can it be (hewn by any other ; to revenge reafonablc 
incredulity, by refufing evidence, is a d^ee of info* 
Jence, with which the world is not yet acquainted ^ 
and ftubborn audacity is the laft refuge of guilt. It 
-would be eafy to (hew it if he had it ; but whence 
could it be.had ? It is too long xo be remcDabered^ 
and the language formerly had nothing writttn^ Ht 
has doubtlefs inferted nances that circulate in popular 
fl^ories, and may hav& traaflated {b^ wandering 
^ ballads^ 
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ballads, if any can be found ; and the names, and fome 
of the images, being recoUeded, make an inaccurate 
auditor imagine, by the help of Q^edonian biggtqi:, 
that he has formerly heard the whole. 

I a&ed a very learned miniiler in Sky^ who had u(ed 
all arts to make me believe the genuinenefs of the 
book, whether at laft he believed it himfelf? but he 
would not anfwer. He wiflied me to be deceived, for 
the honour of his country 5 but would not diredtly and 
formally deceive me. Yet has this man's teftimony 
been publickly produced, as of one that held Fit^ai 
to be the wcfrk of Offian. 

It is faid, that fome men of integrity profefs to have 
heard parts of it, but they all hear* them when they 
were boys ; and it was never faid that any of them 
could recite fix lines. They remember names, and 
perhaps fome proverbial fentiments; and having no 
diftind ideas, coin a refcmblance without an original* 
The perfuafiofl of the ScyotSy however, is far from uni- 
vcrfal; and in a queftion fo capable of. proof, why 
(hould doubt be fuffered to continue ? The editor has 
been beard to fiiy, that part of the poem was received 
by him, in the Ssxon charafter. He has then found, 
by fome peculiar fortune, an unwritten language, writ- 
teii in a chara<5ter which the natives probably never 
beheld, 

I have yet fuppofed no impofture but in the pub- 
lifhcr J yet I am far from certainty, that fome tranfla- 
tions have not been lately made, that may now be ob- 
truded as parts of the ori^nal work. Credulity on 
one part is a ftrong temptation to deceit on the other, 
cfpecially to deceit of which no perfonal injury is 
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thef confequence, and which flatters the authof with 
his own ingenuity. The Scots have fometbing to 
plead for their eafy reception of an improbable fiftion : 
they are feduced by their fond/^efs for their fuppofed 
anceftors . A Scotchman muft be a very fturdy mora- 
lift, who does not love Scotland better than truth ; he 
will always love it better than enquiry: and if falfc- 
hood flatters his vanity, will not be very diligent to 
^cteft it. Neither ought the Englijh to be much in- 
fluenced by Scotch authority ; for of the paft and pre- 
fent ftate of the whole Earfe nation, the Lowlanders 
are at leaft as ignprant as ourfelves. To be ignorant 
is painful ; but it is dangerous to quiet our uneafi-^ 
nefs by the delufive opiate of hafty perfuafion. 

But this is the age in which thofe who could not 
read, have been fuppofed to write j in which the 
giants of antiquated romance have been exhibited as 
realities. If we know little of the ancient Highlanders^ 
let us not fill the vacuity with OJfian. If we have not 
fearched the Magellanick regions, let us however for- 
bear to people them with PatagonuuvJ f 

Having waited fome days at Armidef^ we were flat-* 
tered at laft with a wind that promifed to convey us to 
JMulL We went on board a boat that was taking in 
kelp, and left the ifle of Sky behind, us. We were 
doomed to experience, like others, the danger of truft- 
ing to the wind, which blew againft us, in a ftiort 
time, with fuch violence, that we, being no feafoned 
failors, were willing to call it a tempeft, I was feaT 
fick, and lay down. Mr. Bofwell kept the deck. The 
jnafter knew not well whither to go; and our diffi^ 
f ultles might perhaps hav? filled a very p^thetiqk 
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page, had not Mr. Maclean, of Co/, who, with every 
other qualification which infular life requires, is a very 
aftive and ikilful mariner, piloted us fafe into his oWn- 
harbour. 

COL. 

In the morning we found ourfelves under the iflc 
of Coly where we landed ; and pafled the firft day and 
night with captain Maclean^ a gentleman who has 
lived fome time in the Eqfi Indies , but having de» 
thrvied no Nabob, is not too rich to fettle in his own 
country. 

Nextilay the wind was fair, and we might have had 
aneafy paflage to MuU-y but having, contrarily to our 
own intention, landed upon a new ifland, we would not 
leave it wholly unexamined. We therefore fuffered the 
veflel to depart without us, and trufted the fkies for an- 
other wind. ^ 

Mr. Maclean of Co/, having a very numerous fami- 
ly, has, for fome time paft, .relided at Aberdeen^ that he 
may fuperintend their education, and leaves the young 
gentleman, our friend, to govern his dominions, with 
the full po^ver of a Highland chief. By the abfence of 
the laird's family, our entertainment was made more 
difficult, becau'fe the houfe was in a great degree dif» 
furniihedj but young Co/'s kindnefs and activity fup- 
plied all defe<5ts, and procured us more than iufficient 
accommodation. 

Here I firft mounted a little Highland ftecd ; and 
if there had been many fpedlators, ftiould have beea 
fomewhat afhamed of my figure in the march. The 
horfes of the iilands^ as of other batrea countries, 
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mre very low : they dre imJc^d mufculous aikl ftrong^ 
beyond what their {lie gives reafoo for expe6ting ^ but 
A bulky man upon one 6f their backi^ fnakes a very 
dffproportionate appearance. 

From the habitation of captain Maclean we went 
to GriJJipQl^ but called by the way on Mr. HeQor 
Maclean^ the miiiifter of Coly whom we found in a 
hut, that is, a hoiifc of only 6ne floor, but with Win-» 
dows and chimney, and not inele^ntly furniftied. h/lu 
Maclean has tht reputation of great learnibg z ht is 
feventy-feten yfears old, but not infirm, with a looR 
of venerable dignity fexcelling what I renif mbef ia any 
other man. 

His (fotji'erfation was not unluitable to h{s i^^^ar- 
juice. I loft fomc of hi$ good- will, by treating a he* 
tetical writer with more repird than, in his opiniooj a 
heretick could dcferv^* I honoured hife orthodoxy, 
and did not much cenfure his afperity. A tn;in who 
has fettled his opinions, does not love to havt the tran* 
^uillity of his conviftion difturbdd ; and at fcventy- 
feven it is time to be in earneft. 

Mention was rhade of tjie Earfe tranflation df the 
New Teftament, which hes been lately pubiiihcd, and 
of which the learned Mr* Macqneen of Sky fpoke with 
commendation 5 but Mr. Maclean faid, he did not uft 
it, becaufe he could make the text more intelligible tt) 
his auditors by an extemporary verfion, From this I 
inferred, that the language of the tranflation Was not 
the language of the ifle of Col. 

He has no publick edifice for the exercife of his 
Ittiniftryj and can officiate to no greater number 
than a room can contain ; ttnd th& room of a hut \% 
toot very large, Thw is ^ the Opportunity of wctt*- 
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Aiip that is now granted to the inhabitants of the 
ifland, fome of whom muft travel thithef perhaps 
ten milcSi Two chapels were ereftedby their an» 
ceftors, of which I faw- the fkeletons, which now 
iland faithful witneffes-of the triumph of Reforr 
mation. 

The want - of churches is not the only impediment 
to piety: there is likewife a want of minifters. A 
parilh often contains more iflands than one ; and each 
ifland can have the minifter only in its own turn. At 
Jiaafay they-hod^ I think, a right to fervice only every 
third Smday. All the provifion made by the prefent 
ecdefiaftical conftitution, for the-inhabitants of about 
a. hundred fquare miles^ is a prayer and fermon in a 
little footn,-once in three weeks: and even this parr 
fin^onious diftribution is at the mercy of the wea- 
ther: and in thofe iflands where the minifter does 
jaot refide, it is impoffible to tell how many week? 
or months may pais without any publick e^^ercife of 
religion* 

ORISSIPOL IN QOU 

After a (hort converfation with Mr. Macleatiy wo 
went on to OriJJipoly a boufe and farm tenanted by 
Mr. Macfweyn^ where I faw more of the ancient life 
of a Highlander than I had yet found. Mrs. Mac^ 
Jweyn could fpeak no EngliJIi^ and had nev^r feeh any 
other places than the iflands of STcy^ Mull, and Col ^ 
but fhe was hofpitableand good-humoured, and fpreadr 
her table with fufficient liberality. We found te% 
here, as in every other place, but our fpopns were of 

Th9 
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The houfe of GriJJipol ftands by a brook very clear 
and quick ; which is, I fuppofe, one of the moft co- 
pious ftreams in the ifland. This place was the fcene 
of an aftbn, much celebrated in the traditional hiftory 
of Cc/, but which probably no two rclaters will tell 
alike. 

Some time, in the obfcure ages, Macneil of Barrai 
married the lady Maclean^ who had the iflc of Col for 
her jointure. Whether Macneil detained Col^ when the 
widow was dead, or whether (he lived fo long as to 
make her heirs impatient, is perhaps nbt now known. 
The younger fon, called John Gerves^ or John the 
Giants a man of great ftrength, who was then in Ire^ 
land^ either for fafety or for education, dreamed of re-* 
covering his inheritance ; and getting fome adventurers 
together, which in thofe unfettled times was not hard 
to do, invaded Col. , He was driven away, but was not 
difcouraged, and collecting new followers, in three 
years came again with fifty men. In his way he flop- 
ped at ^rtorinijli in Morvern^ where his uncle was pri- 
foner to Macleod, ahd was then with his enemies in a 
tent. Maclean took with him only one fervant, whom 
he ordered to (lay at the out(ide ; and w;here he (hould 
fee the tent pre(red outwards, to flrike with his dirkj 
it being the intention of Maclean^ as any man pro- 
voked him, to lay hands upon him, and pu(h him 
back. He entered the tent alonei with his Lochaber 
axe in his hand, and (Iruck fuch^tcrror into the whole 
;i(rembly, that they difmifled his uncle. 

When he landed at CoU he faw the fentinel, who 
kept watch towards the fea, running off to GriJJipol^ 

to ^iv^ Macneil^ who was there with a hundred and 

twaity 



Digitized by 



Google 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c, 365 

twenty men, an account of the invafion. He told 
Macgill^ one of his followers, that if he intercepted 
that dangerous intelligence, by catching the courier,- 
he would' give him certain lands in Mull. Upon this 
promife Macgill purfiied the meflenger, and either 
killed or ftopped him ; and his pofterity, till very 
lately, held the lands in Mull: ' 
'The alarm being thus prevented, he came unex^t^ 
pededly^ upon Macneil. Chiefs were in thofc days 
never wholly unprovided for an enemy. A fight en^ 
fued, in which one of their followers is faid to have 
given an extraordinary pmof of aftivity, by bounding 
backwards over the brook of GriffipoL Macneil being 
killed, and many of his clan deftroyed, Maclean took 
pofleflion of the ifland, which the Macneils attempted 
to conquer by another invafion, but were defeated and 
j-epulfed. 

Maclean, in his turn, invaded the eftate of the Mac^ 
neilsy took the caftle of Brecacig, and conquered the 
iile of Barray which he held for (cytn years, and thea 
jreftored it to the heirs, 

CASTLE OF COU 

From GriJJipol Mr. Maclean conduced us to his 

father's feat ; a neat new houfe ereded near the old 

eaftle, I think, by the laft proprietor. Here we were 

allowed to tgk^ our ftatjon, and lived very commo- 

dioufly, while we waited for moderate weather and a 

fair wind, which we did not fo foon obtain, but we 

bad time tp get fon[ie information of the prefent ftate 

of Coh partly by enquiry, and partly by occafional 

cywrfiQQS, 
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Col is computed to be thirteen miles in length, and 
Arcc in breadth. Both the ends are the property of 
the duke of Argyle^ but the middle belongs to Mac- 
lean^ who is called Col^ as the only laird. 

Col is not properly rocky; it is rather one con-^ 
tinued rock, of a furface much diverfified with pro- 
tuberances, and covered with a thin layer of earth, 
which is often broken, and difcovers the ftone. 
Such a foil is not for plants that ftrike deep roots ; 
and perhaps in the whole ifland nothing has ever yet 
grown to the height of a table. The uncultivated 
parts are clothed with heath, among which induftry 
has interfperfed fpots of grafs and corn ; but no at- 
tempt has. been made to raife a tree. Young C(?/, 
who has a very laudable dcfire of improving his pa- 
trimony, purpofes fome time to plant an orchard; 
which, if it be Iheltered by a wall, may perhaps fuc- 
cced. He has introduced the culture oi turnips, of 
which he has a field, where the whok work was per^ 
formed by his own hand. His intention is to pro- 
vide food for his cattle in the winter. This innovar 
tion was confidered by Mn Macjweyn as the idle pro- 
jed of a young head, heated with Englijk fancies ; 
but he has now found that turnips will really 
grow, and that hungry flieep and cows wili really 
eat them. 

By fuch acquifitions as thefe, the Hebrides may in 
time rife above their annual diftrefs. Wherever heath 
win grow, there is reafon to think fomething better 
may draw nouri(hment ;" and by trying the produftion 
of Other placesj plants will be found fuitable to every 
foil, 

Col 
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Ckl has many lochs, fome rf which haw trouts 
and eels, and others have never yet been ilockedj 
another proof of the negligence of the iflanders, wha 
might take fifli in the inland waters when they cannot 
go to fea. 

Their quadrupeds are horfes, cows, (heep; and 
goats. They have neither deer, hares, nor rabbits^ 
They have no vermin, except rats, which have bcea 
lately brought thither by fea, as to other places ; and 
are free from ferpents, frogs, and toads. 

The harveft in Col and in Lewisy is ripe fooner than 
in ^kyy and the winter in Co/ is never cold, but very 
tcmpeftuous. I know not that I ever heard the wind 
fo loud in any other place ; ai^i Mr. Bbfmell ob&rved 
that its noife was all its own, for there were no trees 
to increafe it. 

Noife is not the word efFedt of the tempefts; for 
fhey have thrown the fand frona the (hore over a con- 
fiderable part of the land, and is faid ftill to encroach 
and deftroy niore and more pafture ; but I am not of 
opinion, that by any furveys or land-marks, its Hmit$ 
have been ever fixed, or its progreffion afcertained. 
If one man has confidence enough to fay, that it adi> 
yances, nobody can bripg any proof to fijpport him ia 
denying it. The reafon why it is not fpread to a greater 
extent, feems to be, that the wind and rain come al'- 
moft together^ and that it is made clofe and heavy bf 
the wet before the ftorms can put it in motion* So 
thick is the bed, and fo fm^l the particles, tfa^ if s 
traveller (hould be cayght by a fudden gufi in dry 
weather, he would find it very difficult to efcape 
with life. ^ 

For 
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For natural curiofities I was 0iow!i oftljr two grtat 
tnafles of ftone, wbidi He loofe upon the ground i 
one on the top of a bitl» and the other at a fmall dif- 
tance from the bottom. They certainly were never 
put into their prefent places by human ftrength or 
&tll ; and though an earthquake might have broken 
off the lower done, and rolled it into the valley, no 
account can be given of the other, which lies on the 
bill, unlefs, which I forgot to examine, there be ftill 
near it fome higher rock, from which it might be torn; 
All nations have a tradition, that their earlieft anceftors 
were giants, and thefe ftones are faid to have been 
thown up and down by a giant and his miftrefi. 
There are fo many more important things of which 
human knowledge can give no account, that it may be 
forgiven us, if we fpeculate no longer on two ftones 
in CoL 

This ifland is very populous. About nine-and- 
twcnty years ago, the fenciblc men of Coi were reck* 
bned one hundred and forty; which is the fixtfi of 
dght hundred and forty; and probably fome con* 
trived to be left out of the lift. The minifter told 
us, that a few years ago the inhabitants were eight 
hundred, between the ages of fcven and of feventy* 
Round numbers are feldom exad. But in this odfe 
the authority is good, and the error likely to be little. 
If to^ the eight hundred be added what the laws of 
computation require, they will be increafed to at leaft 
a thoufand ; and if the dimenfions of the country 
have been accurately related, every mile niaintains 
43aore tjian twenty-five. 
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This proportion of habitation is greater than the 
appearance of the country feems to admit; for where* 
ever the eye wanders, it feems much wafte and little 
cultivation. I am more inclined to extend the land, 
of which no meafure has ever been taken, than to dU 
minilli the people, who have been really numbered. 
Let it be fuppofed, that a computed mile contains a 
mile and a half, as was commonly found true in the 
menfuration of the Englijh reads, and we (hall then al- 
lot nearly twelve to a mile, which agrees much better 
with ocular obfervation. 

Here, as in S^^, and other iilands, are the laird, thtf 
tackfmen, and the under-tenants. 

Mr. Macleariy the laird, has very extenfive poffef- 
fions, being proprietor, not only of for the greater part 
of Ct?/, but of the extenfive ifland of Rum^ and a very 
confiderable territory in Mull. 

Rum is one of the larger iflands, almoft fquare, and 
therefore of great capacity in proportion to its fides. 
By the ufual method of eftimating computed extent, it 
may contain more than a hundred and twenty fquare 
.miles. 

Jt originally belonged to Clanronald^ and was pur- 
chafed by Col J who, in fome difpute about the bar- 
gain, made Clanrondd prifoner, and kept him nine 
months in confinement. Its owner reprefents it as 
mountainous, rugged, and barren. In the hills there 
are red deer. The horfes :are very fmallj but of a 
breed eminent for beauty. Coly not long ago, bought 
one of them fromr^ tenant ; who told him, that as he 
was of a Ihape uncc|nmonly elegant, he could not fell 
him but at a high price; and that whoever had him 
ihould pay a guinea and a half. 

There 
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There are faid to be in Sana a race of hoffes 
yet fmaller, of which the higheft is not above thirty- 
jB:x inches. 

The rent of Rum is not great. Mf . Madcm de» 
clarcd that he fhouW be very rich, if he conld fet hi$ 
fend at two-pence halfpenny jCn acre. The inhabii- 
tants are fifty-eight families, wtjo continued, papife 
for (bme time after the laird became a proteftant» 
Their adherence to their old religion was ftrength*- 
«Ded by the countenance of the laird's fifter, a z^lous 
Romanijty till one Sunday as they were going to mafe 
under the condud of their patronefs, Maclean met 
them on the way, gave one of them a Uow on the 
head with a yelltnjo ftichy I fuppofe a >fitoe, for which 
the Earfe had no name, and drove them to the kirk, 
irom which they have never fince departed. Since 
the ufe of this method of converiion, the inhabit 
tajits of Egg and Cannay who continue p^ifts, call 
the proteftantifm of Rum^ the religion of the Yellow 
Stick. 

The (Bjly popifli iflands are Egg and Catma. Egg 
is the principal ifland of a pari(h, in which, though 1^ 
has no congregation, the proteftant miniftcr refides. 
1 have heard of nothing curious in it, but the cave in 
ij^hich a former generation of the illanders were fmp^ 
thcred by Ma^lecd. 

If we had travelled with more leifuce, it had jk* 
been fit to have ne^eded the popifh iflands* Po* 
pery is favourable tp ceremony ; and among igix*-^ 
rant natiojtjs cenemony is the only prefervati^c d 
tradition* Since proteftantifei was extended to the 
:fiivage parts of Scotland^ it has perhaps been one of 
the chief labours of the mixuileni to ^oU^i ftated 
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dbferviariccs, bccaufc the/ continued the remembrance 
of the former religion* We therefore, who came tot 
hear oW traditions, and fee antiquated manners, Ihoultf 
^obably have found them amohgft the papifts. 

Canrtay the other popilh ifland, belongs to CfaH-'^ 
ronald. It is faid not to-^omprife more than twelve? 
miles <jf land, arid yet mairitains as many inhabitants 
^ Rum. 

We were a* Cd undfer the protcftiort of the young^ 
kird, without any of the diftreffcs which Mr. Pen- 
nanPj iri a fit of fimple' credulity, (ecms to think almoflf 
worthy of an elegy by O0afu Wherever we roved, 
Wewene i^eafed to fee the reverence with which his 
fubjefts regarded him. He did not endeavour to* 
dfetezle them by any magnificence' of drefs; his only 
diftinftion was *a feather in his bohrlet; but as foonasf 
he appeared, they forfook their work arid clufterecJ 
about him : he took* them by the hand, and they 
feemed mutually delighted. He has the proper 
difpofition of a chieftain, and feems dcfirous to con- 
tinue the cuftoms of his houfe. The bagpipet 
played regul^ly, when^ dinner was fcrved, whofe 
perfon and drefi riiade a good appearance; and he* 
brought no difgrace upon the family of Kankin^ 
which has long fupplied the lairds of C(^ with here- 
ditary mufick. 

The taekfmen of Cd feem to live with lefs dignity- 
and convenience than thofe of ^Sfy ; where they had' 
good houfes, and tables not only plentiful, but delicate^ 
In Col only two houfes pay the window-tax ; for only^ 
ttvo have fix windows, which, I fuppofe, are the laird's 
and Mr. Macfwynh. 

VoL.Vill. Bb The 
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. The rents have, till witbjn feven years, been paid 
in kind, but the tenants finding that cattle and com 
varied in their, price, defired for the future to give 
their landlord money ; which, not having yet arrived 
at the philofophy of commerce^ they confider as being 
every year of the fame value. 

We were told of a particular mode of under- 
tenure. The tackfman admits fome of his inferior 
neighbours to the cultivation of his grounds, on con- 
dition that, performing all the work, and giving a 
third part of the feed, they fliall keep a certain num- 
ber of cows, ftieep, and goats, and reap a third part of 
the harvefl. Thus by lefs- than .the tillage -of two 
acres they pay the. rent of one* 

There arc tenants below the rank of tackfnren, that 
have got fmaller tenants under them; for in every 
place, where money is not the general equivalent, 
there muft be fonie whofe, labpui; is immedioit^y paid 
l^y daily food. • • » - ; 

A country that has no. money, is by^no n^ieans con- 
venient for beggars, both becaufe fuch- qountries are 
commonly poor, and becaufe^ charity; requires fome 
trouble and fome. thought. A penny is eafily. given 
upon the firft impulfe pjf compaffion, or impatience of 
importunity; but few , will deliberately fearch their 
cupboards or their granaries to find out.fomething ta 
give. A penny.is.lik^wife e^frly fpent; but vidtuals, 
if tliey are uitprepaFccJ, require houfe-room, and 
fire, and ^tenfihi. which the beggar knows not where 
to fipd-^ . 

^ .Yet beggars there fometimes are, who wander fronj 

ifland to ifland. We had, in our paffage to. MuU, the 

.' . . company 
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compfany of: a woman and ter child, who had ex- 
, haufted the charity of CaL The arrival of a beggar 
. on an ifland as accounted a finiftrous event. Every 
body confidirs that he (hall haveHhe lefs for what he 
^ves away.. Their alms, I believe, is generally oat- 
meal, ■ ' ; r.', ■■ . ^ 

Near to Gc?/ is another ifland called 7/W^^, eminent 
: for its fertility. Though it has but half the -extent of 
.Riiniy it is fo well peopled j that there have appeared, 
-not long ago, nine hundred and fourteen at a funeral. 
-The plenty ^of this ifland enticed beggars to.it, who 
feemed fo burthenfome to the inhabitants, that a for- 
mal compadb was drawn up, by which they obliged 
themfelves to grant no more relief to cafual wanderers, 
> becaufe they had among them an indigent woman of 
high birth, whom they confidered as entitled to all that 
they could fpare. 1 have read the ftipulation, which 
was indited with juridical formality, but was never 
made valid by regular fubfcription. 

If the inhabitants of Col have nothing to give, it is 
not that they are oppreffed by their landlord : their 
leafes feem to be very profitable. One farmer, who 
pays only feven pounds a year, has maintained feven 
.daughters and three fons, of whom the eldeft is edu- 
cated at Abtrdcen for the miniftry ; and now, at every 
vacation, opens a fchoSt in Col. 

Life is here, in fome'refpeds, improved beyond 
the condition of fome other iflands. " In Sky what is 
wanted can only be bought, as the arrival of fomfe 
wandering pedlar may afford an opportunity ; but in 
Col there is a (landing (hop, and in M«// there are 
iwo« A (hop in the iflands, as in other places of little 
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fipequentiUion, b a repoitory of ertry tbing requi£te 
for common ufi^ Mr. B^ell^^ journsd was filled, 
and be bought fome paper m Ceh To a man that 
langes the ftreets of LdnJoHf where he b tempted to 
contrive wants for the pleafbre of fupplying them, a 
(hop affords no image worthy of attention ; but in an 
ifland» it turns the balance of exiilence between good 
s^nd evil. To live in perpetual want of little things, is 
a date not indeed of torture, but of confbnt vexatiixi. 
I have in Sky had ifome difficulty to find ink fot 2l let- 
ter; apd if a woman breaks her needle, the vroxk is at 
*ftop. 

As it is, the iflanders are obliged to content themr 
felves with fuccecTaneous means for many common 
purpofes. I have feen the chief man of a very wide 
diftrid riding with a halter for a bridle, and govcmii^ 
his hobby with a wooden curb. ^^^"^ ^^^ \ 

The people of Ca/, however, do not want dexterity 
to fupply fome of their neceffitics. Several arts which 
make trades, and demand apprenricefhips in ^reat 
cities, fire here the praftlces of daily oeconomy. In 
every houfe candles are made^ both moulded and 
dipped. Their wkks are finall Ihreds of linen doth. 
They all know how to extraft fi'om the cuddjiyoil foe 
their lamps. They ail tan fkins, and make lnx3gues. 

As we travelled through Sky^ we law many cot- 
tages, but they very frequently ftoodfingle on the naked 
ground. In Col, where the hills opened a place con<» 
venient for habitation, we found a petty villagp, of 
which every hut had a little garden adjoining ; thus* 
they made an appearance of focial commerce and 
mutual offices, and of fome attention to convenience 

and 
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smd foturc fupply. There is not in the Weftern IJtanJt 
any colkdion of building^ that can make pretenfions 
to be called a town, except in the IdtQiLewis^ which 
I have not feen. 

If Lewis is diftinguifhed by a town, Col |ias alfo 
fomething peculiar. The jroui^ laird has attempted 
what no iflander perhaps ever thought on. He has 
begun a road capable of a wheel-carriage. He has. 
carried it abotit i mile, and will continue it by annual 
elor^tion from hts houie to the harboui:; 

Of taxes here is no rea&>n for complaining ; they 
are paid by a very eafy compofition. The mult-tan 
for Col is twenty (hillings. Whiiky is very plentiful : 
there are feveral ftiUs in the tfland^ and more is made 
than the mhabitants confume. 

The great bufinefs of infular policy is no>y to keep 
the people in their own country. As the world has 
been let in upon them, they have heard of happer cli- 
mates, and kfs afbitrary government ; and if they are 
dUgufted, have emii&ries among them ready to offer 
them land and houfes, as a reward for deferting their 
chief and clan. Many have departed both from the 
main of Sc^land^ and from the iilands; and all that 
go may be confidered as fubjeds loft to the Britijk 
crown; for a nation fcattered in the boundlefs regions 
of America refembles rays diverging from a focus, 
AH the rays remain, but the heat is gone. Their 
power confiftcd in their concentration ; when they are 
difperfed, they have no eflfedt. 

It may be thouglit that they are happier by the 
change; but they are not happy as a nation, for they 
are a nation no longer. As they contribute not tq 
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the profpcrity of any community, they muft want that 
Iccurity,' that dignity, that happmefs whatever it be, 
which a profperous community throws back upon in- 
dividuals. 

The inhabitants of Col have not yet learned to be 
vfreary of their heath and rocks, but attend their agri- 
culture and their dairies, without liftening to American 
feducements. 

There are fome however who think that this emi- 
gration has raifed terrour difproportionate to its real 
evil; and that it is only a new mode of doing what 
was always done. The Highlands^ they fay, never 
maintained their natural inhabitants -, but the people, ^ 
when they found themfelves too numerous, inftcad of 
extending cultivation, provided for themfelves by a 
more compendious method, and fought better fortune 
in other countries. They did not indeed go away in 
colledtive bodies, but withdrew invifibly, a few at a 
time; but the whole number of fugitives was not lefs, 
and the difference between other times and this, is only 
the fame as between evaporation and effufion^ 

This is plaufible, but I am afraid it is not true. 
Thofe who went before, if they were not fenfibly 
miffed, as the argument fuppofes, muft have gone 
cither in lefs number, or in a manner lefs detrimental, 
than at prefent ; becaufe formerly there was no com- 
plaint. Thofe who then left the country were gene- 
rally the idle dependants on overburdened families, or 
men who had no property; and therefore carried 
away only themfelves. In the prefent eagernefe of 
emigration, families, and almoft communities, go 
away together. Thofe who were confidered as prof- 
perous 
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perous and wealthy, fell their (lock and carry away 
the money. Once none went away but the ufelefs and 
poor ; in fome parts there is now reafon to fear, that 
none will ftay but thofe who are too poor to remove 
themfelves, and too ufelefs to be removed at the coft 
of others. 

Of antiquity there is not more knowledge in CqI 
than in other places j but every where fomething may 
be gleaned. 

How ladies were portioned, when there was no mo- 
ney, it would be difficult for an En^ltfhman to guefs. 
In 1649,* Maclean of Dronart in Mull married his 
^fter Fingala to Maclean of Coh with a hundred and 
eighty kine; and ftipulated, that if (he became a 
widow, herjointure (hould be three hundred and fixty. 
I fuppofe fome proportionate traft of land was appro- 
priated to their pafturage. 

The difpofition to pompous and expcnfive funerals, 
which has at one time or other prevailed in moft pwirts 
of the civilized world, is not yet fuppreflfed \n jthe 
iilands, though fome of the ancient foiemnities are 
worn away, aftd fingers are no longer hired to atjtend 
the proceffion. Nineteen years ago, at the burial of 
the laird of Coly were killed thirty cows, and about 
fifty fheep. The number of the cows is pofitively 
told,. and we muft fuppofe other viftuals in like pro? 
portion. 

Mr. Maclean informed us of an old game, of whicV 
he did not tell the original, but which* may per- 
haps be ufed in other places, where the reafon of it 
is not yet forgot. At New-year's eve, in the- hall 
or caftle of the laird, where, at feftal feafons, there 
may be fuppofed a very numerous company, one man 
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drcfles hitn(elf in a cow's hidei upon wbic^ other bksq 
beat with Hicks. He runs with all this nc^fe ixmn^ 
the faoufe, which all the company quits in ^ coun- 
terfeited fright: the door is theq (Iwt. At N«w* 
year's eve there is no great pleafure to be had out c^ 
doors in the Hebrides. They are fure foon to recover 
from their terrour enough to iblicit for re-adnuflSbn ; 
which, for 'the honour of poetry, is not to be ob- 
tained but by repeating a verfe, with which thofe 
that are knowing and provideqt take care to t^ fur* 
nifhed. 

Very^ncar the houfe of Maclean fUnds the cafUe 
of Cols which was the manfion of the laird, till the 
houfe was built. It is built upon ^ rock, as Mr. 
Bofwe/l remarked, that it might not be mined. It is 
very ilrong, and having been not long uninhabited, is 
yet in repair. On the wall was, not long ago, a (tone 
with an mfcriptipn, importing, tluU if any man of 
tbc clan of Maclonich fiall appear before this cafiU^ 
though he come at midnight^ with a mc^s he$4 in his 
handy he fhall tksre find faffty and frote&im againfi alf 
but the king. 

This is an old Highland tvf^ty^ m^c upon i^ very 
memorable occafion. Maclean^ the f^n oijohn Gerves^ 
who recovered Co/^ and conquered Barra^ had ob- 
tained, it is laid, fi'oqi James the Second, a grant of 
the lands of Lochiely forfeited, I fuppofe, by fome of- 
fence againit the ftate. 

Forfeited ellates were not in thofe days quietly 
refignedj Maclean^ therefore, went with an armed 
force to feize his new poffeflSons, and, \ know not 
for what reafon, took his wife with him. The Ca^ 
merons rofe in defence of their chiefs ai^d ^ battl^^ 
. ?-.. /'^ * .. . ^ ^' • •';■ was 
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Wis fought at the head of Loci Nefs^ near the place 
wha« Fort Augufius now ft&nds, in which Ldchiel ol>- 
tained the vidory, 2ixA Maclean^ with his followers, wa? 
defeated and deftroyed. 

The lady fell into the hands of the conquerors, and 
being found pregnant, was placed in the cuftody of 
Macbmcij one of a tribe or family branched from Ca^ 
merm^ with orders, if (he brought a boy, to deftro/ 
him, if a girl, to fparc hen 

Maclofuch^s wife, who was with child likewifc, had a 
girl about the fame lime at which lady Maclean brought 
a boy s Snd Maclonich^ with more generofity to his cap- 
tive, than fidelity to his truft, contrived that the chil-* 
dren flbeuld be changed. 

Maclean being thus preferved from death, in time 
recovered his original patrimony ; and in gratitude to 
his friend, made bis caftle a place of refuge to any of 
the clan that ftiould think himfelf in danger ; and as 
a proof of" reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon 
himfelf and his pofterity the care of edycating the heir 
of Maclonich. 

This ftory, like all other traditions of the Highlands^ 
is varioufly related; but though fame circumftances 
are uncertain, the principal fa6k is true. Maclean un- 
doubtedly owed his prefervation to Maclmich \ for the 
treaty between the two families has been ftridtly ob- 
ferved : it did not fink intodifufe and oblivion, but con- 
tinued in its full force while the chieftains retained their 
power. I have read a demand of proteftion, made 
not more than thirty- feven years ago, for one of the 
Maclonichsy named Ewen Cameron^ who had been 
acceflbry to th^ d^ath oi Macmartin^ and bad beeiv 
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banilhed by LochieU his lord, for a certain term; at 
the expiration of which he returned married from 
Frances but the Macmartins^ not fatisfied with the 
punifhment, when he attempted to fettle, ftill threaten- 
ed him with vengeance. He therefore afked, and ob- 
tained, (belter in the,ifle of Col. 

The power of*proteftion fubfifts no longer; but 
what the law permits is yet continued, and Maclean oi 
Col now educates the heir of Maclonich. 

There ftill remains in the iflands, though it is pafT- 
ing faft away, th^ cuftom of fofterage. A laird, a 
man of wealth and eminence, fends his child ^ either 
male or female, to a tackfman, or tenant, to be fof- 
tered. It is not always his own tenant, but fome 
diftant friend, that obtains this honour; for an honour 
filch a truft is very reafonably though t» The terms 
of fofterj^c feem to vary in different iflands. In Mully 
the father fends with his child a certain number of 
cows, to which the fame number is added by the fof- 
terer. The father appropriates a proportionable extept 
of ground, without rent, for their pafturage. If every- 
cow brings a calf, half belongs to the fpfterer, and 
half to the child ; but if there be only one calf be- 
tween two cows, it is the child's, and when the child 
returns to the parents, it is accompanied by all the 
cows given, both by the father and by the fofterer,with 
half of the increafeoftheftock by propagation. Thefe 
beafts are confidered as a portion, and called Macalive 
cattle, of which the father has the produce, but is fup- 
pofed not to have the full property, but to owe the 
lame number to the child, as a portion to the daughter, 
or § ilgck for the fon. 

Children 
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. Children continue with the fofterer perhaps fix 
years, and cannot, where this is the pradlice, be con- 
fidered as burdenfome. The fcfterer, if he gives four 
cow§, receives likewife four, and has, while the child 
continues with him, grafs for eight without rent, witb. 
half the calves,and all the milk, for which he pays only 
four cows when he xdifmifles his daltj for that is the 
name for a foftered child, 

Fofterage is, I believe, fometimes performed upon 
more liberal terms. Our friend, the young laird of 
Coly was foftered by Macfweyn of GrfJJipol. Macjweyn 
then lived a tenant to Sir 'James Macdonald in the ifle 
di^ky ; and therefore Col^ whether he fent him cattle 
or not, could grant him no land. The dalty however, 
at his return, brought back a confiderable num^ber of 
Macalive cattle, and of the friendfhip fo forriied there 
have been good effefts. When Macdonald raifed his 
rents, Macfweyn was, like other tenants, difcontented, 
and, refignir^ his farm, removed from Sky to Col^ and 
was eftabliflied at Griffipoh 

Thcfe obfervations we made by favour of the con- 
trary wind that drove us to Col^ an ifland not often 
vifited ; for there is not much to amufe curiofity, or to 
attraft avarice. 

The ground has been hitherto, I believe, ufed chief- 
ly for pafturage. In a diftriA, fuch as the eye can 
command, there is a general herdfman, who knows all 
the cattle of the neighbourhood, and whofe Ration is 
upon a hill, from which he furveys the lower grounds; 
and if one man's cattle invade another's grafs, drives 
them back to their own borders. But other means 
of profit begin to be found j kelp is gathered and. 
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burnt, and (loops are loaded with the concreted afhes* 
Cultivation is likely to be improved by the ikill and 
encouragement of the prefent heir, and the inhabitants 
of thofe obfcurc vallics will partake of the general pro-. 
grefs of life. 

The rents of the parts which belong to the duke 
oiArgyk^ have been raifed from fifty-five to one hun- 
dred and five pounds, whether from the land or the 
fea I cannot tell. The bounties of the fea have lately 
been (b great, that a farm in Southuift has rifen in ten 
years from a rent of thirty pounds to one hundred and 
eighty. 

He who lives In Colj and finds himfelf condemned ta 
folitary meals, and incommunicable reflcdion, will find 
the ufcfulnefs* of that middle order of tackfiiien, which 
Ibme who applaud their own wifdom arc wilhing to 
deftroy. Without intelligence, man is not focial, he is 
only gregarious; and little intelligence will there be, 
where aU are confti:ained to daily labour, land €vcry. 
mind muft wait upon the hand. 

After having liftened for fome days to the tcmpeft, 
and wandered about the ifland till our curiofity wai 
fatisfied, we began to think about our departure. To 
leave Col in O£lober was not very eafy. We however 
found a ftoop which lay on the coaft to carry kelpi 
and for a price whicH we thought levied upon our ne* 
ceflities, the mafter agreed to carry ys to Mvll^ whence 
we might feadily pafs b^ck to Scotland^ 

M U L 1,. 

As we were to catch the firil favourable breath]^ 
we fpcnt the night not very elegantly nor plealantly 
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In the Vdflel, and were landed next day at Tabor 
MoroTj a port in M«//, which appears to an unexpe- 
rienced eye formed for the fecurity of ftiips ; for its 
mduth is clofed by a fmall ifland, which admits them 
through narrow channels into a bafon fufficiently ca- 
pacious. They are indeed fafe from the fea, but there 
is a hollow between the mountains, through which 
the wind iffues from the land with very mifchievous 
iriolence. 

There was no danger while we were there, and we 
found feveral other veflels at anchor; fo that the port 
had a very commercial appearance. 

The young laird of Col^ who had determined not to 
kt us lofe his company, while there was any difficulty 
remaining, came over with us. His inflvience foon 
appeared ; for he procured us horfes, and conduded 
m to the houfe of do£k)r MacledUy where we found 
Terjr kind entertainment and very pleafing converia- 
tion« Mifs Maclean^ who was born, and had been 
bred at Glafg$Wy having removed with her father to 
Mully added to other qualifications, a great knowledge 
of the^£<i3^ language, which (he had not learned in 
ber childhood, but gained by ftudy, and was the 
only interpreter of Earfe poetry that I could ever 
find. 

The ifle of Mull is perhaps in extent the third of 
the Hebrides. It is not broken by waters, nor Ihot 
into promontories, but is a folid and compact mafs, of 
breadth nearly equal to its length. Of the dimenfions 
of the larger iflands, there is no knowledge approach* 
ing to exadnefs. I am willing to eftimate it as con- 
taining about three hundred fquare miles. 

Mull 
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Mull had fuffered like Sky by the black winter of 
icventy-one, in which, contrary to all expenencc, a 
continued froft detained the fnow eight weeks upon 
the ground. Againft a calamity never known, no 
provifion had been made, and the people could only 
pine in helplefs mifery. One tenant was mentioned, 
whofe cattle perifticd to th^ value of three hundred 
pounds ; a lofs which probably more than the life of 
man is neceflary to repair. In countries like thefe^ 
the defcriptions of famine become intelligible. Where 
by vigorous and artful cultivation pf a foil naturally 
fertile, there is commonly a fuperfluous growth both 
of grain and grafs; where the fields are cr<;^ded with 
cattle ; and where every hand is able, to attra^^ wealth 
from a diftance, by making fomething that prbmotea 
eafe, or gratifies vanity, a dear year produces only a 
cotnparative want, which is rather feen th4n Mu and 
which terminates commonly in no worfe effeft, thair 
that of condemning the lower orders of the commu- 
nity to facrifice a little luxury to convenience,; or at 
niofl: a little convenience to neceffity. 

But where the climate is unkind, and the ground' 
penurious, fo that the mofl: fruitful years produce 
only enough to maintain themfelves; where life un- 
improved, and unadorned, fades into fomething 
little mote than naked exiftence, and every one is 
bufy for himfelf, without any arts by which the 
pleafure of others may be increafed; if to the daily 
burden of diftrels any additional weight be addedy 
nothing remains but to defpair and die. In Mull the 
dilappointment of a harveft, or a murrain among the 
cattle, cuts pff th^ regular provifion; and they wha 
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have no manufadures can purchafe no part of the fu-* 
perfluities of other countries. The confequence of a 
bad feafon. is J:>ere not fcarcity, but emptinefs ; and 
they whofe plenty was barely a fupply of natural and 
prefent need,Wben'that flenderftalk fails, muft perifli 
with hunger. 

All travel has its advantages.^ If the paffenger 
Vifits better countries, he may learn to improve his 
own, and if fortune carries him to worfe, he may 
learn to enjoy it. 

Mr. BofwdPs curiofity ftrongly impelled him to 
furvey lond^ or Icolmkilly which was to the early ages 
the gre^t. fchool of theology, and is fuppofed to have 
been the place of fepulture for the ancient kings. \y 
ti^pu^lefs ^Qiger, did not oppoie him. 
, That w'e might perform this expedition, it was ne- 
oeflary tfo trtyerfe a great part of Mull. We paffed a 
dayp at tDf.?iWtffiS?j;rs, and. could have been well con- 
tented to; ftay longer. But Col provided us horfes, 
and. wc purfiied our journey. This was a day of in- 
convenience, for the country is very rough, and my 
korfe wJis but little. We travelled m^ny hours 
UiroMgh a tjack, black and barren, in wliith, however, 
there were the reliques of humanity ^ for we found a 
ruined .chapel in our way. 

,^ It is natural, in traverfing this gloom of defolation, 
to enquire, whether fomething may not .be done to 
give nature a more cheerful face ; and whether thofe 
hills and moors that afford heath, cannot, with a little 
care and labour, bear fomething better? The firft 
thought that occurs is to cover them with trees, for 
that in many of thefe naked regions trees will grow,.i& 

evident. 
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«vidcnt» becatife ftucnps and roots are yet renudniiig; 
snd the fpeculatift haftily proceeds to ccniure that neg^ 
figoice and laztnefs that has omitted for fo long a time 
£) eafy an improvement. 

To drop feeds into the grotiod^ and attend t&eif 
growth, requires little labour and no ikilL He who 
remembers that all the woods, by which the Wants of 
man have been fuppHed from the Deluge tiH now, werar 
feif-fown, will not eafily be perfuoded to think all the 
art and preparation neceflary, which the gedrgidir 
writers prefcribe to planters. Trees certainly have 
covered the earth with very tittle cnkure* Tliey waw 
their tops among the rocks of Norwcy^ and mi^t thri^ 
as well in the Higkhrnds and Hebrides. 

But there is a 6%fatful interval birtwven ^m feecS 
and timber. He that calculates the girowth c£ trees, 
has the unwelcome remembomce of the ftortoe& 
of life driven hard upon him. He knows t^t be is 
doing what will never benefit hicu&lf ; and Wbea ha 
rejoices to fee the ftem rife, is diQ)G&d to rq>inc that 
another (hall cut it dowm 

Plantation is naturally the employment of a mkoA 
unburdened with care, and vacant to futurity^ fatu- 
Ated with prefent good, and at leifure to derinf 
gratification from the profpcft of pofterity; He 
that pines with hun^r, is in little care how others 
fliall be fed. The poor man is ieldom iludious to 
make his grandfon rich. It may be foon difcovered, 
why in a place, which hardly fupplies the cravings 
of neceffity, there has been little attention to the 
delights of fancy, and why diftant convenience is 
i&nregarded, where the thoughts are turned with 
. jf inceflant 
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ir^cf ffant folicitude upon every poffibility of immediatQ 
s^dvantage. 

Neither Is it qpite fo eafy to raife la^rge ^oods, a;$ 
tpay be conceiyed. Trees intended to produce tim- 
ber muft be fown where they are to grow; and ground 
fpwn with tr^es muft be kept ufelefs for a long 
time, inclofed at an e^pence from which many yyill 
be difcouraged by the remotenefs of the profit, and 
\vatched with that attention, which^ in places where 
U is moft needed, will neither bp giygn npr bought. 
That it cannot be plowed is .evident : and if cattle b^ 
fuffered to graze ppon jt, they will devour the plants 
as faft as they rife^ Even in coarfer countr^es^ wher^ 
herds aad flocjcs are pot fed, not ojily the deer an4 
the wild goats will browfe upon them, but the har^ 
and rabbit will nibble them. ^ It is therefore reafon-- 
able to believe, what I do not remember any n^turalift 
tq hay^ reniiarked, that there was 4 tinne when th^ 
world was very thinly inhabited by beafts, as well as 
men, and that the woods had leifure to rife high be- 
fore animals had bred numbers fufficient to intercepjt 
them. 

Sir Jati2cs Macdonaldf in part of the waftp^s of hip 
territory, fet or fowed trees, to the number, as I 
have been told^ of feveral millions, expeftiqg, doubt- 
lefs. that they would grow up into future navies 
ana cities; but for want of ipclofure, and of that 
care which is always ne.qeff^ry, and will hardly;^ 
CfVei* be taken, all his coft and laboxar h^y^ been 
Joft, and the grouncj is likely to continue an ufcleff 
^eath. 

.Having not ^^ny expei:ier\ce of a journey in ^ull^ 
,jve had no doubt of reaching the fea by day-iigh|, 

y/)L.yiIl/ Cc ' and 
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and therefore had not left Dr. MaclearC% very early.' 
We travelled diligently enough, but found the coun- 
try, for road there was none, very difficult to pafs- 
AVe were always ftruggling with fome obftruftion or 
other, and our vexation was not balanced by any 
gratification of the eye or mind. We were now 
long enough acquainted with hills and heath to have 
loft the emotion that they once raifed, whether pleaf- 
jng or painful, and had our mind employed only on 
our own fatigue. We were however fure, under 
Col\ proteftion, of efcaping all real evils. There was 
no houfe in Mull to which he could not introduce 
us. He had intended to lodge us, for that night, 
with a gentleman that lived upon the coaft, but dif- 
covered on the way, that he then lay in bed without 
hope of life. 

We fefolved not to embarrafs a family, in a time 
of fo much forrow, if any other expedient could be 
found ; and as the ifland of Ulvd was over-againft us, 
it was determined that we fliould pafs the ftrait, and 
have recourfe to the laird, who, like the other gentle- 
men of the iflands, was known to CoL We expefted 
to find a ferry-boat, but when at laft we came to the 
water, the boat was gone. 

We were now again at a ftop. It was the fixteenth 
of 05lober\ a time when it is not convenient to fleep 
in the Hebrides without a cover, and there was no 
houfe within our reach, but that which we had already 
declined. 

U L V A. ^ ' . 

While we flood deliberating, we were happily 
'cfpied from an Ifijh ihip, that lay at anchor in the 

ftrait. 
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ftrait. The mafter faw that we wanted a paflage, and 
with great civility fent us his boat, which quickly conn 
veyed us to Ulva^ where we were very liberally enter- 
tained-by Mr. Macquarry, 

To Uha we came in the dark, and left it before 
noon the next day. Avery exa6t defcription there- 
fore* will not be expedVed. We were told, that it is an 
Mand of no great extent, rough ind barren, inhabited 
by tht Macquarrys I a clan not powerful nor nume- 
rous, but of antiquity, which moft other families are 
content to reverence. The name is fuppofed to be 
a depravation, of fome other ; for the Earfe language 
does not afford it any etymology. Macqnany is pro- 
prietor both of Uha and fome adjacent iflands, among 
which is Staffa^ fo lately raifed to renown by Mr. 
Banks. 

When the inlanders were reproached with their ig* 
norance, or infenfibility of the wonders of Sfaffa.thty 
had not much to reply. They had indeed confidered 
it little, becaufe they had always feen it ; and none but 
philofophers, nor they always, are ftruck with won^der, 
otherwife than by novelty. How would it furprife an 
unenlightened ploughman, to hear a company of fober 
men, enquiring by what power the hand tofles a ftone, 
or why the ftone, when it is tofled, falls, to the 
ground ! 

Of the anceftors of Macqnany y who thus lie hid in 
his unfrequented ifland, I have found memorials in all 
places where they could be expefted. 

Enquiring after the reliques of* former manners, I 
found that in Ulva^ and, I think, no where elfe, is con- 
tinued the payment of the mercheta mulUrumy a fine ia 
old times due to the laird at the marriage of a vir* 

C c ar gia. 
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gin. The original of this claim, as of our tenure 
of borough Englijh^ is varioully delivered. It is pleaT 
fant to find anciept cuftoms in old families. This 
payment, like others, was, for want of money, made 
anciently in the produce of the land. Macquarry 
was ufcd to demand a ihcep, for which he now takes a 
crown, by that inattention to the uncertain proportion 
betwiren the value and the denomination of money, 
which h^s brought much diforder into Europe. A 
Ihtep has always the fame power of fupplying human 
wants, but a crown will bring at one time more, a^ 
another lefs. 

Ulva was not negledled by the piety of ancient timesj 
it has ftill to (how what was once a church. 

I N C H . K E N N E T If , 

In the piprning we went again into the boat, and 
wer? Unded op Infk Kenneth^ an ifland about a mile 
long, and perhaps half a mile broad, remarkable for 
pleafaptnefs and fertility. It is verdant and grafly, 
and fit both for pafl:ure and tillage ; but it has no trees. 
Its only inhabitants were Sir Allan Maclean and two 
young ladies, his daughters, with their fervants. 

Romance does not oftpn exhibit a fcehe that ftrikes 
the imagination more than this little defert in thefe 
depths of weflern obfcurity, occupied not by a grofs 
herdfman, or amphibious fiflierman, but by a gentler- 
man and two ladies, of high birth, polifhed manners^ 
and elegant converfation, who, in a habitation raifed 
not very far above the ground, but furni(hed witl^ 
unexpeded neatncfs and convenience, pradifed all the 
kindnefs of hofpitality, and refinement of courtefy. 

Sjr 
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Sir Allan is the chieftain of the great c\2iVio( Maclean^ 
which is faid to claim the fecond place among the 
Highland families, yielding only to Macdonald, Though 
by the mifconduft of his anceftors, moft of the exten- 
(ive territory, which would have defcended to hiiii, has 
been alienated, he ftiU retains much of the dignity and 
authority of his birth. When foldiers were lately 
\^anting for the American war, application was made 
th Sir Atlan^ and he nominated a hundred men for the 
ftrvice, who obeyed the fiinirpons, and bore arms un- 
der his command. 

He had then, for fome time, reCded with the young 
ladies in Inch Kennethy where he lives not only with 
pkhty, but with elegance, having conveyed to his cot- 
tage a colledion of books, and what clfe is neceflTary 
tb make his hours pleafant. 

When we landed, we were met by Sir Allan and the 
ladies, accorhpanicd by Mifs Macquarry^ who had 
patfed fome time with them, and now returned to Ulva 
with her father. 

We all walked together to the manfion, where we 
found one cottage for Sir Allany and I think two more 
for the domefticks and the offices. We entered, and 
Wanted little that palaces afford. Oiir ^-oom was neatly 
floored, and well lighted i aivd our dinner, which was 
dreflcd in one of th^ other huts, Was plentifi^l and de- 
licate. 

In the afternoon Sir Alldn reminded us, that th? 
day was * Sunday , whicl^ he nevef fuffered to pais 
without fome religious d\ftin<?ti6ti, and invited us 
tp partake in his a(5ts of do^ieflick worfliipi which 
{'hope neither Mr. Bofwell noi: myfelf will be fuf- 
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pcded of a difpofition to rcfufe. The elder of the la- 
dies read the EngliJJi fervice. 

Inch Kenneth was once a feminary of ecclefiafticks, 
fubordinate, I fuppofe> to Icolmkill. Sir Allan had 
a mind to trace the foundation of the college, but 
neither I nor Mr. Bofwelly who bends a keener eye on 
vacancy^ were able' to perceive them. 

Our attention, however, was fufEciently engaged, 
by a venerable chapel, which ftands yet entire, except 
that the roof is gone. It is about fixty feet in length , 
and thirty in breadth. On one fide of the altar is a 
bas*relief of the bleffed Virgin, and by it lies a little 
bell ; which, though cracked, and without a clapper, 
has remained there for ages, guarded only by the ve- 
nerablenefs of the place. The ground round the chapel 
is covered with grave-ftones of chiefs and ladies s and 
ft ill continues to be a place of fepulture. 

Inch Kenneth is a proper prelude to Icolmkill. It 
was not Without fome mournful emotipn that we con- 
templated the ruins of religious ftruftures, and the mo- 
numents of the dead. 

On the next day we took a more diftinft view of 
the place, and went with the bcJat to fee oyfters in the 
bed, ovA of which the boat-men forced up as many as 
were wanted. Even Inch Kenneth has a fubordinate 
illand, named Sandiland^ I fuppofe in contempt, 
where we landed, and found a rock, with a furface of 
perhaps four acres, of which one is naked ftone, 
another fpread with fand and (hells, fome of which I 
picked up for their gloffy beauty, and two covered 
with a little earth and grafs, on which Sir Allan has a 

few 
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few flieep. I doubt not but when there was a col- 
lege at Inch Kenneth, there was 4 jhermitage upon San^ 
diland. , • • . , 

Having wandered over thofe. .exti?n(ive plains, wc 
committed ourfelves again to the winds and waters; 
and after a voyage of about ten minutes, in which 
we met with nothing very obfervable, wer? ^gain iaff 
upon dry ground. 

We told Sir Allan our defire of vifiting Icolmkillj 
and entreated him to give us his protedion, and his 
company. He thought proper to heiitate a little j 
but the ladies hinted, that as they knew he woulcj pot 
finally refufe, he would da better if he preferyed the 
grace of ready compliance. He took their adyicci 
^nd promifed to carry us on the morrow in his 
boat. 

We paffed the remaining part of the day in fuch 
amufements as were in pur power. Sir Allan relate<J 
the American campaign, and at evening one of the la- 
dies played on her harpfichord, while Cc/and Mr. fiof^ 
well danced a Scottijh reel with the other. 

We could have been eafily perfuaded to a longer 
{lay upon Inch Kenneth^ but life will not be all paffed 
in delight. The feffion at Edinburgh was approach^ 
ing, from which Mr. Bofwell could not be abfent. 

In the morning our boat was ready : it was high and 
ftrong. Sir Allan victualled it for the day, ^nd pro- 
vided able rowers. We now parted from the young 
laird of Col^ who had treated us with fo much kind nefs, 
and concluded his favours by configning us to S,ir 
Allan. Here we had the laft embrace of this amiablq 
man, who, while thefe pages were preparing to attef^ 

C c 4 his 
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his virtues, pcriftied in the paffage between tllva ixA 
Tnch KennetL 

Sir Allauy to whom the whole region was well 
known, told us of a very reriiarkable cave, to which 
he would (how us the way. We had been difap- 
bointfed already by one cave, and were dot niuch fele* 
vated by the expeftation of another. 

It was yet better to fee it, and we flopped at (omit 
rocks bn the coaft oiMuH. The mduth is fortified by 
vafl fragments of ftone, over which we made our way, 
Neither very nimbly, nor very feciirdy. The place, 
however, well repaid our trouble. The bottom, a4 
Far as the flood rufhes iri, was encumbered with large 
pebbles, but as we advanced was fpread oVcrwith 
frtiooth fand. The breadth is about forty-five feet : 
the roof rifcs in an arch, almoft regular, to a height 
^hlch we could not meafure ; but I think it about 
thirtv feet. 

This part of our cuHofity was hearly fniftrateci ; for 
thdugh we went to fee a cave, and knew th^t caves 
are dark, we forgot to carry tapers; and did not diP 
iCvet our omiflSon till we were wakened by our 
wantsL Sir Allan then fent one of the boatmeri into 
th^ fcountryi vtrho foori returned with one little candle. 
We were thus enabled to go forward, but fcduld not 
venture far. Having pafled inward from the fea to a 
great depths we found 6n the right hand a nkrrowpaf- 
fagftj perhaps not more than fix feet wide, obftrufted 
by great ftonesi oVer which we climbed, and came 
into a fefcond caVe iri breadth twenty- five feet. The 
air in this apartment was very warm, but not oppreC- 
fevfej nor loaded with vapoursi Our light (bowed rid 
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tdkens of a fjsculent or corrupted atmofphere. Hem 
Was a fquare ftone, called, as we are told, FingaPt 
table. 

If we had been provided wifh torches, we (houM 
have proceeded in our ftarch, though we had alreadjr 
gone as far as any former adventurer, except fojde 
^ho are reported nevfer to have returned ; and mta- 
furing our way back^ We found it more than a hundred 
and fixty yards, the eleventh part of a mile. 

Our meafures were not critically exaft, having been 
liiade with a walking pole, fuch as it is convenient to 
carry in thefe rocky countries, of which Iguefled the 
length by (landing againft it. In this there could be 
lio great errour, nor do I much doubt but the Hi^k^ 
tandevy whom we employed, reported the number 
right. More nicety however is better, and no man 
fhould travel unprovided with inftruments for taking 
heights and diftailces; 

There is yet another caufe of errour not always eafiljr 
furmounted, though more dangerous to the veracity 
^f itinerary narratives, than imperfeft menfuratiom 
An obferver deeply impreffed by any remarkable fpcc- 
tacle, does not fuppofe^ that the traces will foon vanifli 
from his mind, and having commbiily rto great con* 
venience for writing, defers the defcription to a time 
of more leifure and better accommodation, 

He who has not made the experiment, or who is 
tiot accuftomed to require rigorous accuracy from 
himfejf, will fearcely believe how much a few hours 
take from certainty of kno^^ledge, and diftinftnefs of 
imagery ; hi>#the fuoceffion of objeds will be broken, 
bpw feparate paits will be confufed, and how many 
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particular features and difcrimioations will be com-* 
prefled and conglobated into one grofs and general 
idea. 

To this dilatory notation mull be imputed the 
falfe relations of travellers, where^ there is no imagi- 
xiablc motive to deceive. They truftcd to memory 
what cannot be trufted fafely but to the eye, and told 
by guefs what a few hours before they had known with 
certainty. Thus it was that Wheeler and &pen de- 
fcribed with irreconcilable contrariety things which 
they furveyed together, and which both undoubtedly 
defigned to (how as they faw them. 

When we had fatisfied our curiolity in the cave, fo 
far as our penury of light permitted us, we clambered 
again to our boats, and proceeded along the coaft of 
Mull to a headland, called Atun^ remarkable for the 
columnar form of the rocks, which rife in aferies of pi- 
lafters, with a degree of regularity, which Sir Allan 
thinks not lefs worthy of curiolity, than the Ihore of 

Not long after we came to another range of black 
rocks, which liad the appearance of broken pilafters, 
fet one behind another to a. great depth. This place 
was chofen by Sir ^ Allan for our dinner. We were 
eafily accommodated with feats, for the ftones were 
of all heights, and refrelhed ourfelves and our boat-* 
men, who could have no other reft till we were at 
JcolmkilL 

Tlie evening was now approaching, and we wem 
yet at a confiderable diftanfee from the end of our ex-^ 
pedition. We could therefore ftop no. more to make 
remarks in the way, but fet forward with fome degree? 

of 
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of eagernefi*. The day foon failed us, and the moon 
prefentcd a very foleran and pleafing fcene. The iky 
was clear, fo that the eye commanded a wide circle : 
the fea was neither ftill nor turbulent; the wind neither 
filent nor loud. We were never far from one coaft or 
another, on which, if the weather had become violent, 
we could have found fhelter, and therefore contem- 
plated at eafe the region through which we glided ia 
the tranquillity of the night, and faw now a rock and 
now an ifland grow gradually confpicuous and gradu- 
ally obfcure. I committed the fault which I have juft 
been cenfuring, in neglefting, as we pafled, to xjote the 
feriesof this placid navigation. 

We were very near an ifland, called NurCs IJland^ 
perhaps from an ancient convent. Here is faid to 
have been dug the ftone which was ufed in the build- 
ings of IcolmkilL Whether it is now inhabited we 
could not ftay to enquire. 

At laft we came to Icolmkill^ but found no conve- 
nience for landing. Our boat could not be forced 
very near the dry ground, and our Highlanders car- 
ried us over the water. 

We were now treading that illuftrious ifland, \ 
which was oncd the luminary of the Caledonian re- 
gions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians 
derived the benefits of knowledge, and the bleflings 
of religion. To abftra<^ the mind from all local 
emotion would be impolfible, if it were endea- 
voured, and would be foolifh, if it were poflible. 
Whatever withdraws us from the power of our 
fenfes ; whatever makes the paft, the diftant. Or the 
future predominate over the ^refent, advances us in 
' the 
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the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me and 
from my friends befuch frigid philofophy, as may con-i 
du6t us indifferent and unmoved over any ground 
which has been dignified by wifdom, bravery, or vir- 
tue. That man is little to be envied, whofe patriot- 
ifm would not gain force upon the plain of Marathon^ 
or whofe piety would not grow warmer among the 
ruins of hna. 

We came too late to vifit monuments : fome care 
was neceffary for ourfelves. Whatever was in i\\t 
ifland^ Sir Allan could demand, for the inhabitants were 
Macleans ; but having little, they could not give us 
much. He went to the headman of the ifland, whom 
fame, but fame delights in amplifying, reprefents as 
worth no lefs than fifty pounds. He was perhaps 
proud enough of his guefts, but ill prepared for our 
entertainment ; however, he foon produced more pro- 
vifion than men not luxurious require. Our lodging 
was next to be provided. We found a barn well 
ftocked with hay, and made our beds as foft as we 
could* 

In the morning we rofe and furveyed the place. 
The churches of the two convents are both {landings 
though unroofed. They were built of unhewn ftone^ 
but folid, and not inelegant. I brought away rude 
iqcafures of the buildings, fuch as I cannot much tnift 
myfelf, inaccurately taken, and obfcurely noted. Mr/ 
Pennant's delineations, which are doubtlels exad, have 
made my unfkilful defcription lefs neceffary. 

The epifcopal church confifts of two parts, fepa- 
rated by the belfry, and built at different times. The 
original church l^ad, lik^e others, the altar at one end* 

and 
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and tower at the other j but as it grew too fmall, an- 
other building of equal dimenfion was added, and the 
tower then was neteffarily in the middle. 

That th^ff edifices are of different ^gcs feem$ 
evident. ' The arch of the firfl: church is Romany 
being part of a circle ; that of the additional build- 
ing is pointed, and therefor^ Gothick or Saracenkal j 
the tower is firm, and wants only to be floored and 
covered, 

pf the chambers or cells belonging to the monks, 
there zxp fome walls remaining, but nothing approach? 
ing to a coqiplete apartment. 

The bottom of the church is fo eqcpmbered witl> 
mud and rubbifh, that we could make no difcoverie? 
of curious infcriptions, and what there are have beei> 
^Jreigtdy publiftie^. Tbe plape is faid to be knowi) 
where the black ftpnes lie concealed, on which -the 
old Highland chiefs. When they made contrad:s and al- 
liances, ufed to take the oath, which was confidered as 
more facred than any other obligation, and which could 
not be violated without the blackeft infamy. In thole 
days pf violence and rapine, it was of great impor- 
tance to imprefs upon favage ipinds the fanctity of arji 
oath, by fome particular and extraordinary circum- 
Ranees. They would not have recourfc to the black 
ftones, upon fmall or common pccafions, and wheij 
they • had eftablifiied their faith by this tremen- 
dous fandion, inconftancy and treachery were no 
longer feared. 

The chapel of the nunnery is now ufed by the in- 
habitants as a kind of general cow-houfe, and the bot- 
tom is confequently top miry for examination. Some 
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of the ftoncs which covered the later abbeffes havein- 
fcriptions, which might yet be read, if the chapel 
were clcanfed. The roof of this, as of all the other 
buildings, is totally deftroycd, not only becaufe timber 
quickly decays when it is negledted, but becaufe in an 
illand utterly deftitute of wood, it was wanted for ufe, 
and was confequently the firft pltinder of needy ra- 
pacity. 

The chancel of the nuns' chapel is covered with 
an arch of (lone, to which time has done no injury ; 
and a fmall apartment communicating with the choir, 
on the north fide, like the chapter-houfe in cathe- 
drals, roofed with (lone in the fame manner, is like-- 
wife entire. 

. ' In one of the rhurches was a marble altar, which 
the fuperftition of the inhabitants has deftroyed. 
Their opinion was, that a fragment of this ftone was a 
defence againft (hipwrecks, fire, and mifqirriages. In 
one corner of the church the bafon for holy water is 
yet unbroken. 

The cemetery of the nunnery was, till very lately, 
regarded with fuch reverence, that only women were 
buried in it. Thefe reliques of veneration always 
produce fome mournful pleafure. I could have for-v 
given a great injury more eafily than Jthe violation of 
this imaginary fanclity. 

South of the chapel fland the walls of a large room, 
which was probably the hall, or refeftory of the nun- 
nery. This apartment is capable of repair. Of the 
reft of the convent there are only fragments. 

Befides the two principal churches, there are, I 

thiak, five chapels yet Handing, and three more re- 
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membercd. There are alfo croffes, of which two 
bear the names of St. John and St. Matthew. 

A large fpace of ground about thefe confecrated 
edifices is covered with grave- ftones, few of which 
have any infcription. He that furveys it, attended 
by an infular antiquary, may be told where the kings 
of many nations are buried, and if he loves to footh 
his imagination with the thoughts that naturally rife in 
places where the -great and the powerful lie mingled 
with the duft, let him liften in fubmiffive filence ; for 
if he afks any queftions, his delight is at an end. 

lona has long -enjoyed, without any very credible 
atteftation, the honour of being reputed the cemetery 
of the Scottijh kings. It is not unlikely, that, when 
the opinion of local fandtity was prevalent, the chief- 
tains of the ifles, and perhaps fome of the Norwegian 
or IriJIi princes, were repofited in this venerable in- 
•clofure. But by whom the fubterraneous vaults are 
peopled is now utterly unknown. The graves are 
very numerous, and fome of them undoubtedly con- 
tain the remains of men, who did not exped to be fo 
foon forgotten. 

Not far from this awful ground may be traced the 
garden of the monaftery : the fi(hponds .are yet dif- 
cernible, and the aqueduft which fupplied them is 
'ftill in ufe. 

There remains a broken building, which is called 
the Bifliop's Houfe, I know not by what authority. 
It was once the refidence of fome man above the 
common rank,, for it has two ftories and a chimney. 
We were (hewn a chimney at the other end, which 
was only a niche, without perforation, .biit fo much 
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does antiquarian credulity, or patriotick vanity pre^ 
vail, that it was not much more (afe to tnift the eyi^ 
fif oiir inflrudor than the memory. 

Tlicre is in the ifland one houfe more, and only 
one, that has a chimney -, we entered it, and found it 
neither wanting repair nor inhabitants; l?ut to th? 
farmers, who now poflefs it, the chirpney is of no great 
yalue ; for their fire was made on the floor, in the 
fiiiddle of the room, and notwithftanding the dignity of 
their manfion,- they rejoiced, like theif neighbours, ip, 
the comforts of fmoke. 

It is obfervcd, that ecclefiaftical colleges are always 
in the moft pleafant and fruitful places. While the 
world allowed the monks their choice, it is furely no 
dilhonour that they chofe well. This ifland is re- 
niarkably fruitful. The village near the churches i? 
faid to contain fevcnty families, which^ at ftye in a fa; 
mily, is piore than a hui^dred inhfibitaijts to a mile. 
There are perhaps other villages ; yet bpth C9rn and 
cattle afe annually exported. 

But the fruitfulnefs of Ipna is now its whole prof- 
perity. The inhabitants are remarkably grofs, and re- 
piarkably negleded : I know not if they are viflted by 
^any minifter. The ifland, which was once the metro- 
polis of learning and pipty^ has ngy/ no fcljpol for edu^ 
cation, nor temple for worlhip, only two inhabitanj^ 
that can fpeak Engl'iJIi^ and not one that can write or 
read. 

The people are of th,e clan of Ma fie fin '^ an^d 
though Sir Allan had not been in the place for 
pany years, he was received with all the reverence 
,due to their chieftain. One of them being ftiarpjy 
^CcjprehcDded by him^ for not fending him fome runj, 
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declared after his departure, in Mr. BoJweU\ pre- 
fence, that he had no defign of difappointing him, 
for^ iaid he, / would cut my bones for him ; and if he 
had fait his dog for it^ he flwuld have had it. 

When we were to depart, our boat was left by 
the ebb at a great diftance^from the water, but no 
Iboner did we wifh it afloat, than the iflanders ga- 
thered round it, and, by the union of many hands, 
pufhed it down the beach j every man who could 
contribute his help feertied to think himfelf happy 
iti the opportunity of being, for a moment^ ufeful 
to his chiefs 

We now left thofe illuftrious ruins, by which Mr. 
Bofzvell was much affected, nor would I willingly 
be thought to have looked upon them without fome 
emotion. Perhaps, in the revolutions of the world,; 
Ivna may be fometime again the inftrudlrefs of the ^ / 
weftern regions. * ^ . 

It was no long voyage to MuU^^ where, under Sir 
Allans protedion, we landed in the evening, and 
were entertained for the night by Mr. Maclean^ a 
minifter that lives upon the coaft, whofe elegance 
of converfation, and ftrength of judgment, would 
make him confpicuous in places of greater celebrity. 
Next day we dined with Dr. Maclean^ another phy- 
fician, and then travelled on to the houfe of a very 
powerful laird, Maclean of Lochbuy\ fof in this coun- 
try every man's name is Maclean. 

Where, races are thus numerous, and thus com*- 
bincd, none but the chief- of a clan is addreflTed 
by his name. The laird of Dunvegan is called Mac-^ 
leod^ but other gentlemen of the fame family aredeno*^ 
minated by the places where they refidc, as Raafay 
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or ^ali/ker. The diftindiion of the meaner people 
is made by their chriflian names. In confequence 
of this praftice, the late laird of Macfarlane^ an 
eminent gcnealogift, confidered bimfelf as difre- 
fpedtfully treated, if the common addition was ap- 
plied to him. • Mr. Macfarlane^ faid he, may with 
equal propriety be iaid to many ; but I, and I only, 
am Macfarlane. 

Our afternoon journey was through a country of 
fuch gloomy defolation, that Mr. Bofwell thought 
no part of the Highlands equally terrifick, yet we 
came without any difficulty, at evening, to Lockbuy^ 
where we found a true Highland laird, rough and 
haughty, and tenacious of his dignity j who, hear- 
ing my name, enquired whether I was of thre Johnjlones 
of Glencoe, or of Ardnamurchan f 

Lochbuy has, like the other . infular chieftains, 
quitted the caftle that (heltered his anceftors, and 
jives near it, in a manfion not very fpacious or 
fplendid. I have feen no houfes in the iflands much 
to be envied for convenience or magnificence, yet 
tliey bear teftimony to. the pr(^efs of arts and ci- 
vility, as they Ihow that rapine and furprife are no 
longer dreaded, and are much more commodious 
than the ancient fortreffes. 

The caftles of the Hebrides^ many of which are 
(landing, and many ruined, were always built upon 
points of land, on the margin of the fea. For the 
choice of this fituation there muft have been fome 
general reafon, which the change of manners has 
left in obfcurity* They were of no ufc in jthe days 
of piracy, as defences of the coaftj for it was 
equally acceffible in other places. Had they beca 
.2 ' fea- 
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fca-marks or li^t-houfes, tliey would h^ve been of 
more ufe to the invader than the natives, who couki 
want no fuch direAions on their own waters: for 
a watch-tower, a cottage on a hill would have been 
better, as it would have commanded a wider view. 

If they be conlidered merely as places of retreat^ 
the fituation fcems not well chofen i for the laird of 
an iiiand is fkfeil from foreign enemies in the cen- 
ter: on the coaft he might be more fuddenly fur- 
prifed than in the inland parts; and the invaders, 
if their enterprifc mifcarried, might more eafily re- 
treat. Some convenience, however, whatever it was> 
their poRtion on the (hore afforded ; for uniformity 
of practice feldom continues long without good 
reafon. 

A caftle In the iflands is only, a fingle tower of 
three or four ftories, of whicih the walls are fome- 
times eight or nine feet thick, with narrow windows, 
and clofe winding ftairs of ftone* The top rifes in 
a cone, or pyramid of ftone, encompafled by bat- 
tlements. The intermediate floors are fometimes 
frames of timber, as in common houfes> and fome- 
times arches of ftone> or alternately ftone and tim- 
ber; fi> that there was very little danger from fire. 
In the center of every floor, firom top to bottom, 
is the chief room, of no great extent, round which 
there are narrow cavities, or recefles formed by fmall 
vacuities, or by a double wall. I know not wher 
• ther there be ever more than one fire-place. They 
had not capacity to contain many people, or much 
provifion; but their enemies could feldom fl^y to 
blockade them ; for if they ia'ded in their firft attack, 
their next care was to efcape. 

Dda The 
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' The walk were always too ftrcJrig to be ftiakerx 
by fuch defultdry hoffilities 5 the "windows were too 
narrow t6 be entered, and the battlements too high 
to be fcaled. The only danger was at the gates, 
over which the wall was built with a fquare cavity 
not unlike a chimney, continued to the top. Through 
this hollow the defendants let fall ftones upon thofe 
who attempted to break the gate, and poured down 
water, perhaps fcalding water,.- if the' attack was' 
made with fire. The caftle of Lorhbuy was fecured 
by double doors, of which the outer/was an ii'oa 
grate. * ' ' ' 

In every caftle is a well and a dungeon. The ufe 
of the well is evident. The dungeon* is a- de:p 
fubterraneous cavity, walled on the fides, and arched 
on the top, into which the defcent is through a /lar- 
row door, by a ladder or a rope, fo that it feems 
impoffible to efcapc, when the rope or ladder is drawn 
lip. The dungeon was, I fuppofe, in war, a prifon 
for fuch captives as were treated with feverity; and 
in peace, for fuch delinquents as had committed 
crimes within the laird's jurifdidtion; for the man- 
lions of many lairds were, till the late privation of 
their privileges, the halls of juftice to their own 
tenants. 

As thefe fortifications were the produAions of 
mere necefllty, they are built only for fafety, with 
liltle regard to convenience, and with none to ele- 
gance or pleafure.' It was fufficient for a laird of 
ii\<: Hebrides^ if he had a ftrong houfe, in which he 
could hide his wife and children from the next clan. 
That they are not large nor fplendidis no wonder. 
It is 1 ot eafy to find ho\V they are raifed, fuch as 
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thpy are, by men who had.no money, in countries 
where the labourers and artificers could fcarcely be 
fed. The buildings in different parts -of the iflands 
fliow their degrees of wealth and power. I believe: 
that for all the caftles Which I have Teen beyond 
the Tzveed, the ruins yet remaining of fome one o£ 
thofe which the Engl\{li built in Walcs^ would fup- 
ply materials. 

Thefe caftles afford another evidence that the 
fidlions of romantick chivalry had for their bafis 
the real manners of the feudal times, when every 
lord of a feignory Jived in his hold lawlefs and 
lanaccountabk, with all the licentieufnefs and info- 
Jence of uncontefted fuperiority and unprincipled 
power. The traveller, whoever he might be, com- 
ing to the fortified habitation of a chieftain, would, 
probably, have been interrogated from the battle- 
ments, admitted with caution at the gate, iiuro- 
duced to a petty monarch, fierce with habitual hof- 
tility, and vigilant with ignorant fufpicion; who, 
according to his general tanper, or accidental humour, 
would h9.ve feated a ftranger as his gueft at the table, 
or as a.fpy confined him in the dungeon. 

Lochbuy means the Yellow Lak&^ which is the name 
given to an inlet of the fea, upon which the caftle of 
Mr. Maclean ft^pds. The reafon of the appellation 
we did not learn. 

We were now to leave the Hebrides^ where we had 
{pjsnt fome weeks with fufficient amufement, and 
where we had amplified our thoughts with new fcenes 
of nature, and new modes of life. More time would 
have given us a. more dif}:in(fl view, but it was 

D d 3 neceflary 



Digitized by 



Google 



4o6 A JOURNEY TO THE 

ncceflary that Mr. Bofwell (hould return before the 
courts of juftice were opened ; and it was not proper 
to live too long upon hofpitality, however liberally 
imparted. 

Of thefe iflands it muft be confefled, that they have 
not many allurements, but to the mere lover of naked 
nature. The inhabitants are thin, provifions are fcarce, 
and defolation and penury give little pleafure. 

The people colleftively confidered are not few, 
though their numbers arc fmall in proportion to the 
fpace which they occupy. Mull is faid to contain 
fix thoufand, and Sky fiitttn thoufand. Of the com- 
putation refpefting.iVfw//, I can give no account; but 
when I doubted ihe truth of the numbers attributed 
to Sky^ one of the minifters exhibited fuch fads as 
conquered my incredulity. 

Of the proportion which the produft of any re* 

gion bears to the people, an eftimate is commonly 

made according to ^ the pecuniary price of the ne* 

ceflaries of , life ; a principle of judgment which is 

never certain, becauife it fuppofes, what is far from 

truth, that the value of money is ahvays the fame, 

and fo meafures an unknown quantity by an un* 

certain 'ftandard. It is competent enough when the 

markets of the fame country^ at different times, and 

thofe times not too diftant, are to be compared; 

but of very little ufe for the purpofe of making 

one nation acquainted with the ftate of another. Pro- 

vifions, though plentiful, are fold in places of great 

pecuniary opulence for nominal prices, to which, 

however fcarce, where gold and filver are ytt fcarcer, 

they can never be raifed* 
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' In the IVefiern IJlands there is fo little internal 
commerce, that hardly any thing has a knowrn or 
fettled ratp. The price of things brought in, or 
carried out," is to be confidered as that of a foreign 
market; and even this there is fome difficulty in 
difcovering, bctaufe their denominations of quan- 
tity 4re different from ours j and when there is ig* • 
norance on both fides, no appeal can be made to. 
* common meafure. 

This, however, is npt the only impediment. The 
$cptSi with a vigilance of jealoufy which never goes 
to fleep, always fufpeft that an Englijkman defpifes 
them for their poverty, and to convince him that 
they are not lefe rich than their neighbours, are 
fore to tell him a price higher than the true. When 
Ijijl^j two hundred years ago, related fo punfti- 
}ioufly, that a hundred hen eggs, new laid, were 
fold in the iflands for a penny, he fuppofed' that 
no inference could poffibly follovy, but that e^s were 
in great abundance. Pofterity hp5 fincc grown wifer ; 
^nd having learned, that nominal and real value nmy 
differ, they now tell no fuch ftories, left the foreigner 
fcould happen to colle6|:, not that eggs are many, but 
that pence are few, 

Money and wealth have, by the ufe of commercial 
language, b^en fo long (:on63unded, that they are 
commonly fuppofed to be the fame; and this pre- 
judice has fpread fo widely in Scotland^ that I know 
not whether I found man oir woman, whom I inter- 
related concerning payments of money, that could 
(urmount the illiberal defire of deceiving me, by repre- 
fenting every thing as dec^rer thw it is* 
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. From Lochbuy we rode a very fe^ miles to the 
fide of Mull J which faces Scotland, where, having 
takon leave of our kind proteftor. Sir Alkn^ we em- 
barked in a boat, in which the feat provided for our 
accommodation was a heap of rough brufli wood; an(i 
on the twenty-fecond of OSober repofed at a tojerabb 
inn on the main land. 

On the next-day we began our journey fouthwards. 
The weather was tempeftuous. For half the day 
the ground was rough, and our horfes were ftill 
finall. Had they required much reftraiat, we might 
have been reduced to diiEculties ; for I think w© 
had amongft us but one bridle. We fed the popr 
animals liberally, and they performed their journey 
well. In- the latter part of the day we came to ^ 
firm and fmooth road, made by the foldiers, on 
which we travelled with great fecurity, bufied with 
contemplating the fcene about us. The night came 
on while we had yet a great part of the way to go, 
though not fo dark but that we could difcern the 
eataradts which poured down the hills on one fide, 
and fell into one general channel that ran with- 
great violence on the other. The wind was loud* 
the rain was heavy, and the whittling of the blaft^ 
' the fall of the (bower, the fufli of the catara(3:s, 
and the roar of the torreat, made a nobler qhoru3 
of the rough mufi<gk of nature than it had ever 
been my chance to hear before. The ftreams which 
ran acrpfs the way from the hills to the main cur- 
rent, were fo frequent, that after a while I began 
to coynt them; and, in, ten miles, reckoned fifty- 
five, probably mifli^g foipe* and having let fome 
-. .. . pafs 
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^afi before they forced themfelv^ upon my notice* 
At laft we came ta Inverary^ where we found an inn^^ 
liot only commodious, but magnificent, 
' -The difficulties of peregrination were now at an 
:cnd. Mr. Bofwell had the honour of being knowa 
^ tO' the duke of Argyle^ by whom we wiene very kindly 
:cntertained at his fplendid feat, and fupplied with 
•ccHiyeniencies for furvcying his fpacious park and 
xifing forefts, . 

" After two days flay at Inverary -we proceeded 
fouthward over Glenaoe^ a black and dreary, region^ 
kiow made eafily paffable by a military road, which 
rifes from either end of the glen by an acclivity not 
dangeroufly flecp, but fufficiently laborious, in the 
.middle, at the top of the hill, is a feat with this 
infcriptiori. Reft and be thankful. Stones were placed 
to mark the diflances,. which the inhabitants have 
taken away, ri^folved, they faid, to have no new 
mileSi^ 

: In this rainy feafon the hills flreamed with water^ 
falls, which, croffing the way, formed currents on the 
jotbes iide^ that ran in contrary diredions as they fell 
•to tl^C north or fouth of the fummit. Being, by the 
favour of the duke, well mounted, I went up and dowa 
die hill with great convenience. 
. From Glencroe we pafTed through a pleafant coun- 
try to the banks of Loch Lomond^ and were re- 
ceived at the houfe of Sir James Colquhoun^ who is 
owner of almoil all the thirty iflands of the loch, 
which we went in a boat next morning to furvey. 
Th^ heavinefs of the rain fhortened our voyage, but 
we landed on one ifland planted with yew, and 
ftocked with deer, and on another containing per- 
c /: haps 
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haps not more than half an acre» remarkable for the 
ruins of an dd caftle, on which the ofprey baiMs 
her annual nefl. Had Loch Lomond been in a hap- 
pier climate, it would have been the boaft of wealth 
and vanity to own one of the little fpots which it 
indoles, and to have employed \ipon it all the arts 
of embellifhment. But as it is, the iilits, which, 
court the gazer at a dillance, difguft him at his ap- 
proach, when he finds inflead of foft lawns and 
iliady thickets, nothing more than uncultivated rug^ 
gednefs. 

Where the loch difcharges itfelf into a river called 
the Leven^ we pafled a night with Mn SmoUety a re-« 
Jation of dodtor SmoUei^ to whofe memory he has 
raifed an obeliik on the bank near the houfe in whid^ 
he was born. The civility and refpeft which we fbun4 
at every place, it is xingrateful to omit, and tediois 
to repeat. Here we were met by a poft-chaife, tha^ 
conveyed us to G/afgow. 

To defcribe a city fo much frequented as Gla^ow^ 
is unneceflary. The profperity of its dsmmerce ap^ 
pears by the greatnefs of many private houfes, and % 
general appearance of wealth/ It is the only cpfcoi 
pal city whofe cathedral was left fbmding in the rag^ 
of reformation. It h now divided into many fcpa^ 
rate places of worihip, which, taken all together^ 
compofe a great pile, that had been fome centuries ii^ 
building, but was never finifhed^ for the change of 
religion intercepted its progrefe,> before the crc^ kte 
was added, which feems eflential to a Gothick Ca- 
thedral. 

The college has not had a fufficient (hare of the 
incrcafing nugnificenoe of the place. The fcflSon 

was 
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was begun ; for it commences oS the tenth of OBober^ 
and continues to the tenth of June^ but the ftudents 
appeared not numerous, being, I fuppofe, not yet 
returnid from their feveral homes. The divifion of 
the acaden^ical year into one feffion, and one recefs, 
fcems to me better accommodated to the prefent ftate 
of life, than that variegation of time by terms anc^ 
vacations, derived fix)m diftant centuries, in which it 
was probably convenient, and ftill continued in the 
Englijk univerfities. So many Iblid months as the 
Scotch fcheme of education joins together, allow and 
encourage a plan for each part of the year ; but with 
us, he that has fettled himfelf to ftudy in the college 
is foon teinpted into the country, and he that has ad- 
jufted his life in the country, is fummoned back to 
his college. , 

Yet when I have allowed to the univerfities of 
Scotland 2L more rational diftribution of time, I have 
^ven them, fo far as my enquiries have informed 
me, all that they can claim. The ftudents, for the 
moft part, go thither boys and depart before they 
arc men; they carry with them little fundamental 
knowledge, and therefore the fuperftrufture cannot 
be lofty. The grammar-fchools are not generally 
well fupplicd ; for the charadter of a fchool-maftcr 
being there lefs honourable than in England, is fel- 
dom accepted by men who are capable to adorn it, 
and where the fchool has beenjieficient, tl^e college ^}-^ 
c\n cfTea jittle.* >«^^ 

Men bred jn the univerfities of Scotland cannot 
be expedted to be often decorated with the (plen- 
dours of ornamental erudition, but they obtain a 
mediocrity of knowledge, between learning and 

ignorauce^ 
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ignorance, not inadec^ate to the purpofes of com- 
mon life, which is, I believe, very widely diffyfed 
among them, and which, countenanced in gencr^ 
by a national combination fo invidious, that their 
friends cannot defend it, and aduated in particulars 
by a fpirit of enterprife, fo vigorous, that their ene- 
mies are f oriflrained to praife it, enables them to find, 
fir to maHe their way to employment, riches, and 
diftinAion, 

From Glafgo%v we difedled our courfe to A^chin- 
lecky an eftate devolved, through a long feries of 
anceftors, to Mr. Jiofzveirs father, the prefent pof- 
feflgr. In our way we found fcveral places remarkr 
able endlig^ in themfelves, but already defqribed by 
thofe who viewed them at more leifure, or with 
much more fkill ; and flopped two days at Mr^ 
Campheirsj 2l gentlpmaft married to Mr. BofwelVs 
fifter. 

Juc/iinkcky which fignifjes 2i, ftony fields fecm? no^ 
now tb have any particular claim to its denornina* 
tion. It is ^ diftrid generally levelj^ and fufficiently 
fertile, but, like all the weftern fide oi Scotlandy 
incommoded by very freqvient rain, \t was, wUh 
the reft of the country, generally naked,- till the pre? 
fent poffeffor finding, by the growth of fome ftately 
trees near his old caftle, that the ground was favour- 
able enough to timber, adorned it very diligently witl^ 
annual plantations. 'i^ 

Lord Atuhiniecky who is one of th§ judg(;s of 
Scotland^ and therefore not wholly at leifure for do- 
meflick bufinefs or pleafure, has yet found time to 
make improvements in his patrimony* He .has 
built a houfe of hewn ftone, very ftately and dur- 
able. 
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able, ahd' has i|dvanced the value of his lands with 
great tendernefs to his tenants. 

• I was, however, lefs delighted with the elegance 
of the modern manfion, than with the fullen dignity 
of the old caftle. I clambered with Mr. Bofwell 
among the ruins, which afford ftriking images of 
ancient life. It is, like other caftles, built upon 
a point of rock, and was, I believe, anciently fui* 
rounded with a moat. There is another rock near 
it, to which the draw-bridge, when it was kt down, 
is faid to have reache^. Here, in the ages of tu- 
mult and rapine, the laird was furprifed and killed 
by the neighbouring chief, who perhaps might have 
extinguilhed the family, had he not in a few days 
been feized and hanged, together with his fons, by 
Douglas^ who came with his forces to the relief of 
Aucliinleck. • 

■ At no great diftance from the houfe runs a pleaf-* 
'ing brook, by. a red rock, out of Vhich has been 
hewn a very agreeable and commodious furflmer- 
houfe, at Jefs expence, as lord Auchinleck told me, 
than would have been required to build a room of the 
fame dimcnfions. ^he rock feems to have no more 
dampnels than any other wall. Such opportunities 
of variety it is judicious, not to negledV. 
. We now returned to Edinburgh^ where I pafled 
fome days with men of learning, whofe names want 
no advancemejjglffom my commemoration, or with 
women of (^Bffice, which perhaps difclaims a pe- 
dant's praifip: 

The converfatiofL of the ^cots grows every day 
lefs unpleafing t^ the Englijh ; their peculiarities 
wear fall away ; their dialed is likely to become in 

half 
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half a century provincial and rufticl^ even to them* 
felves. The greats the learned, the ambitious, and 
the vain^ all cultivate^ the EngUJh phrafe^ and the 
Engtijh pronunciation, and in fplendid companies 
Scotch is not much heard, except now and th^n froni 
an old lady. 

There is one fubjeft of philofophical curiofity to 
Jbc found in EdiHbtt0gkf which no other city has to 
fiiow; a college of the deaf and dumb, iwho are 
taught to fpeak, to read, to write, and to prac- 
tife arithmetick, by a gentleman, Whofe name is 
Braidwood. The number which attends him is, I 
think, about twelve, which he brings together into 
a little .fchool, and inftruAs according to their feve- 
ral degrees of proficiency, 

I do not mean to mention the inilruftion of the 
deaf as new. Having 4>ecn firfl- prafticed upon the 
fon of a conftable of Spain^ it was afterwards culti- 
vated with much* emulation in England^ by fVallis 
and Holder^ and was lately profefled by Mr. Baker ^ 
who once flattered me with hopes of feeing his me* 
thod publifhed. How far any former teachers have 
fuccceded, it is not eafy to knowj the improvement 
of Mr. Braidwood's pupils is wonderful. They not 
only fpeak, write, and underftand what is writ- 
ten, but if he that ipeaks looks towards them, 
and modifies his organs by diftinft and full utter* 
ance, they know fo well what is j^gjcen, that it is 
an expreilion fcarcely figurative to^j^ they hear 
with the eye. That any have attained to the 
power mentioned by Burnet, of feeling founds, by 
laying a hand on the fpeaker's mouth, I know not i 
but I have feen fo much, that I can believe more j 

a fingle 
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a fingle word, ora (hort fcntencc, I think, may pof- 
fibly be fo diftinguifhed. 

It will readily be fuppofed by thofe that confider 
this fubjcft, .that Mr. Braidwood*^ fcholars fpdl ac- 
curately. Orthography is vitiated among fuch as 
learn firft to fpcak, and then to write, by imperfect 
notions of the relation between letters and vocal 
utterance ; but to thofe fludents every character is ^i 
equal importance ; for letters, are to them not fymbds 
of names, but of things ; when they write they do not 
Yeprefent a fpund, but delineate a form. 

This fchool I vifited, and found fome of the 
fcholars waiting for their mafter, whom they are faid 
to receive at his entrance with fmiling countenances 
and fparkling eyes, delighted witli the hope of new 
ideas. One of the young ladies had her ilate be- 
fore her, on which I wrota^a queftion confifting of 
three figures, to be multiplied by two figures. She 
looked upon it, and quivering her fingers in a man- 
ner which I thought very pretty, but of which I 
knew not whether it was art or play, multiplied 
the fum regularly in two lines, obferving the deci- 
mal place ; but did not add the two lines tc^ether, 
probably difdaining fo eafy an operation. I pointed 
at the place where the fum total fliould ftand, and 
fhe noted it with fuch expedition as feemcd to fliow 
that (he had it only to write. 

It was pleafing to fee one of the moft defperate 
of human calamities capable of fo much help : what- 
ever enlarges hope, will exalt courage ; after having 
feen the deaf taught arithmetick, who would be afi-aid 
to cultivate the Hebrides ? 

Such 
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Such arc the things which this journey has given 
me an opportunity of feeing, and fuch are the reflec-* 
tions which that fight has raifed. Having pafTed my 
time almoft wholly in cities, I may have been fur-^ 
prifed by modes of life and appearances of nature, that 
are familiar to men of wider furvcy and more varied 
Converfation. Novelty and ignorance muft always be 
reciprocal, and I cannot but be confcidus that my 
thoughts on national manners, arc the thoughts of one 
wIk) has fccn but little* 
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